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and administrators across the United States
for their ongoing contributions to education.
This week is the fifth annual National Charter
School Week and provides a great opportunity
for Congress to recognize and honor charter
schools and those involved for the role they
play in reforming and improving our nation’s
public education system.

Charter schools are public schools that
agree to improved academic achievement and
accountability in financial and other oper-
ations, in exchange for increased flexibility and
independence. The greater autonomy allows
charter schools to focus on increasing aca-
demic achievement in each student, rather
than bureaucratic paperwork. Charter schools
must meet all the same No Child Left Behind
achievement goals as other public schools.

Charter schools are adept at meeting the
specific needs of the local community in which
they are located, especially in low-income
communities. Nationwide, almost half of char-
ter schools serve students considered at-risk
or who have previously dropped out of school.
Charter school students share similar demo-
graphic characteristics with students in all pub-
lic schools, and serve significant numbers of
students from low income families, minority
students, and students with disabilities.

This being the case, charter schools allow
many parents and students freedom of choice
that otherwise would not be available, ena-
bling them to improve their lives with a quality
education. In addition, increased flexibility al-
lows charter schools to use varied educational
methods and techniques while still remaining
accountable for results.

Charter schools have benefited from a
strong degree of bipartisan support from the
local, state, and national levels. This is evi-
denced by the efforts of both Republicans and
Democrats in Congress when they expanded
access to charter schools through the No
Child Left Behind legislation. In the two years
since the enactment of that legislation, Con-
gress and the President have provided at least
$200 million dollars annually to assist in the fi-
nancing of new charter schools and to provide
additional aid to existing schools.

It is important for Congress to recognize,
through this resolution honoring National Char-
ter Schools Week, the benefits charter schools
and those involved have brought to our edu-
cation system and to our nation at large. |
thank my colleague from Nevada, Mr. PORTER,
for introducing this resolution, and | urge my
colleagues to support this resolution.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
support of H. Res. 600. This resolution recog-
nizes National Charter Schools Week and
honors charter schools and those involved for
providing a quality education to children from
thousands of families across the United
States. The fifth annual National Charter
Schools Week is May 3 through May 7, and
it is during this week that we make it a point
to acknowledge and celebrate charter schools.

With the enactment of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, Congress built on the existing oppor-
tunities for families and students that charter
schools allowed and increased both access
and funding for these institutions. Charter
schools are public schools that give families
additional freedom. These public schools have
flexibility and independence from certain regu-
lations, but submit to the same or higher ac-
countability requirements regarding student
achievement.
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Beginning in 1991 with one school, charter
schools have grown in prevalence in nearly
every State in our nation. Currently, there are
almost 2,700 schools serving nearly 3,000 stu-
dents. In my home State of Delaware, we first
passed a charter school law in 1995. We now
have 13 charter schools, serving over 5,000
students. Delaware charter schools serve stu-
dents at both the elementary and secondary
levels, and stimulate change and improvement
in public schools at all levels.

In communities of all types throughout Dela-
ware and our nation, charter schools teach
students using a variety of methods and tech-
nigques, often succeeding in situations that
might appear to some to be less than ideal.
For example, the East Side Charter School,
located in the East Lake village of Wilmington,
Delaware enrolls a student population in which
88 percent of the students qualify for free or
reduced price lunch, yet produces academic
results that exceed those of the other public
schools in Delaware.

Charter schools have enjoyed a consider-
able amount of bipartisan support from every
level, including the Administration, Congress,
State governors and legislatures, local com-
munities, parents, and teachers. During Na-
tional Charter School Week, it is important to
demonstrate this support by honoring and
commending charter schools, and their stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and administrators
through this resolution and other programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the National Charter
Schools Institute’s 2004 Colloquium taking
place in Brighton, Michigan on May 7, 2004.
The NCSI 2004 Colloquium is a celebration of
the families, teachers, local leaders and others
who chose charter public schools because of
their proven ability to help our nation’s school
children attain academic and personal suc-
cess.

The National Charter Schools Institute has
joined together with sponsors and supporters
including the Michigan Department of Edu-
cation, the Michigan Council of Charter School
Authorizers, the Michigan Association of Pub-
lic School Academies, the Black Alliance for
Educational Options and the Programs for
Educational Opportunities to bring this
Colloquium to Brighton to benefit charter
school representatives throughout the state of
Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, America’s charter schools are
our partners in our quest to provide a quality
education to all of our children. | would like to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the benefits of the National Charter Schools
Institute 2004 colloquium to the school chil-
dren of Michigan, and to ask them to join me
in celebrating National Charter Schools Week.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. POR-
TER) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 600,
as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECOGNIZING BENEFITS AND IM-
PORTANCE OF SCHOOL-BASED
MUSIC EDUCATION

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 380)
recognizing the benefits and impor-
tance of school-based music education,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

Whereas school music programs enhance
intellectual development and enrich the aca-
demic environment for students of all ages;

Whereas students who participate in school
music programs are less likely to be involved
with drugs, gangs, or alcohol and have better
attendance in school;

Whereas the skills gained through sequen-
tial music instruction, including discipline
and the ability to analyze, solve problems,
communicate, and work cooperatively, are
vital for success in the 21st century work-
place;

Whereas the majority of students attend-
ing public schools in inner city neighbor-
hoods have virtually no access to music edu-
cation, which places them at a disadvantage
compared to their peers in other commu-
nities;

Whereas local budget cuts are predicted to
lead to significant curtailment of school
music programs, thereby depriving millions
of students of an education that includes
music;

Whereas the arts are a core academic sub-
ject, and music is an essential element of the
arts; and

Whereas every student in the United
States should have an opportunity to reap
the benefits of music education: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) it is the sense of the Congress that
music education grounded in rigorous in-
struction is an important component of a
well-rounded academic curriculum and
should be available to every student in every
school; and

(2) the Congress recognizes NAMM, the
International Music Products Association
for its efforts to designate a Music in Our
Schools Month in order to highlight the im-
portant role that school music programs
play in the academic and social development
of children.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 380.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support
of House Concurrent Resolution 380
which highlights the benefits and im-
portance of school-based music edu-
cation. | would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COOPER)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) for their leadership on
this issue, and for introducing the reso-
lution we are considering today.

Research has shown that students’
involvement in their school music pro-
gram is critical to a complete edu-
cation. Musical study develops critical
thinking and self-discipline skills, and
improves a child’s early cognitive de-
velopment, basic math and reading
abilities, self-esteem, SAT scores, abil-
ity to work in teams, spatial reasoning
skills, and school attendance.

In an analysis of United States De-
partment of Education data on more
than 25,000 secondary school students,
researchers found that students who
report consistent high levels of in-
volvement in instrumental music over
the middle and high school years show
“significantly higher levels of mathe-
matics proficiency by grade 12, re-
gardless of a student’s socioeconomic
status.

A 1999 report by the Texas Commis-
sion on Drug and Alcohol Abuse found
that individuals who participated in
band or orchestra reported the lowest
levels of current and lifelong use of al-
cohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs. So it
is not surprising that children involved
with music education are more likely
to graduate from high school and at-
tend college and are less likely to be
involved with gangs and substance
abuse.

In fact, many colleges and univer-
sities view participation in the arts
and music as a valuable experience
that broadens students’ understanding
and appreciation of the world around
them.

For these reasons, | support H. Con.
Res. 380, which recognizes the benefits
and importance of school recognizing
the benefits and importance of school-
based music education. The resolution
before the House today is simple and
straightforward. It states that it is the
sense of the Congress that music edu-
cation grounded in rigorous instruction
is an important component of a well-
rounded academic curriculum and
should be available to every student in
every school.

It also recognizes the International
Music Products Association for their
efforts to designate a Music in Our
Schools Month in order to highlight
the important role that school music
programs play in the academic and so-
cial development of children.

Music in Our Schools Month began as
a single statewide celebration in 1973,
and has run over the decades to encom-
pass a day a week; and in 1985, March
was designated as a month-long cele-
bration of music in our schools.

I would like to thank two organiza-
tions that have played an important
role in promoting the benefits of music
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education, the International Music
Products Association, commonly called
NAMM, in reference to the organiza-
tion’s popular NAMM trade shows. It is
a not-for-profit association that uni-
fies, leads, and strengthens the $16 bil-
lion global musical instruments and
products industry. NAMM’s activities
and programs are designed to promote
music making to people of all ages.

The National Association For Music
Education, the world’s largest arts edu-
cation organization, addresses all as-
pects of music education. Nearly 90,000
members represent all levels of teach-
ing from preschool to graduate school.
Since 1907, the Association has worked
to ensure that every student has access
to a well-balanced, comprehensive, and
high-quality program of music instruc-
tion taught by qualified teachers.

Music education is important to our
children. It can broaden and strengthen
their education and improve their
lives. I commend music educators and
music organizations across the country
for the key roles they play in helping
our children succeed in school and
throughout life.

As former President Gerald Ford
said, ““Music education opens the doors
that help children pass from school in
the world around them, a world of
work, culture, intellectual activity,
and human involvement. The future of
our Nation depends on providing our
children with a complete education
that includes music.”

I urge my colleagues to support
music education in our schools and H.
Con. Res. 380, which highlights the ben-
efits and importance of school-based
music education.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

I support this resolution which hon-
ors the importance of school-based
music education. Specifically, this res-
olution recognizes that music edu-
cation, grounded in rigorous instruc-
tion, is an important component of a
well-rounded academic curriculum, and
should be available to all students. It
also recognizes that school music pro-
grams play an important role in the
academic and social development of
children. Any music educator will tell
you that the school music program en-
riches the academic environment of
our schools, and also enhances the in-
tellectual development of our children.
Music education is very important. |
am pleased to support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
CooPeER), and more specifically, from
Music City, U.S.A.

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | do have
the privilege of representing Nashville,
Tennessee, and outlying communities
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in the United States Congress, and we
commonly go by the name Music City,
U.S.A. We are very proud of that be-
cause we may have more creative indi-
viduals in our area than perhaps any
other community of the world. Some
say that everyone who lives there is ei-
ther a musician or a songwriter, and
some just haven’t cut their demos yet.

We are very proud of that musical
tradition and heritage, and we believe
music should be included in the cur-
riculum in our public schools. Music
education is vitally important, not
only for the reasons that my two col-
leagues have given, and | would also
like to thank the original cosponsor of
this legislation, the gentleman from
California (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) for his
strong support.

Music education | think is even more
important than the reasons that have
been given so far. When our Founders
started talking about the values of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,
surely in the pursuit of happiness, they
were talking about music. Music is lit-
erally the joy of life, the soundtrack of
our lives. It accompanies our most im-
portant and most intimate moments.
Whether it is a tune or a lyric that you
carry in your heart forever, that is an
important part of being fully human. It
is also an important part of our edu-
cational system. A shocking number of
our young people, some 30 million or
more, are being deprived of this music
education. They are being deprived of a
well-rounded education.

Many Americans have seen the movie
called ““Mr. Holland’s Opus’” in which
Richard Dreyfuss played a high school
music teacher who did a superb job
over decades teaching young people
how to play an instrument in a band,
how to appreciate music, and develop
their minds and hearts to the fullest
extent. Of course in that movie, Mr.
Holland’s job was terminated because
the local school board did not think
music was important. They considered
it a luxury rather than a necessity.

But | think all thinking Americans
realize music is important, it is not a
luxury, it is a necessity, and it is very
important for our young people to
learn those skills. The music historian
Jules Combarieu said, ‘““Music is the art
of thinking with sounds.” | hope that
all of our young people will be able to
learn to think with sounds and learns
how to play a musical instrument.

The International Music Products
Association deserves a lot of credit for
helping focus our attention during this
month on the needs of our students
who need the ability to learn a musical
instrument.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
the many Members of this House who
strongly support this resolution. |
would like to thank the members of
this committee who brought forward
this measure with unusual speed using
an unconventional mechanism, and we
appreciate the recognition of music as
a key part of our public education.

However, it is very important that
we do not just pay lip service to this
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goal because there is no funding in this
bill. This is a concurrent resolution.
This just encourages, this just asks the
many school districts around the coun-
try to include music as a priority. Let
us make it real. Let us make sure that
our public schools do have music edu-
cation in the curriculum and that all of
our children around this great Nation
have the chance to learn the sound of
music.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as |1 may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, again, 1 want to reit-
erate our support and thank the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COOPER)
for his leadership on this particular
piece of legislation and also all of his
work as far as encouraging music in
our schools. We have stories abound
about famous musicians who have
stumbled onto music class somehow or
other. One story | am familiar with is
Boyd Timsley, the famous violinist
from the Dave Matthews Band. He
started off in a middle school strings
class, and the rest is history. The next
thing we know, we have one of the pre-
mier violinists in the history of the
world. We want to encourage this, but
I also agree with the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COOPER). We want to
take this to the next level.
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We cannot rely on organizations like
Save Our Music to try to help encour-
age this. This is our government. We
understand the importance of the arts.
We understand the importance of the
stamp of approval that the Federal
Government has. | think we also want
to start putting our money where our
mouth is on this issue. | thank the gen-
tleman from Nevada and the gentleman
from Tennessee and all who were in-
volved in this. We are going to support
this resolution.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Con. Res. 380, legislation recognizing the
benefits and importance of school-based
music education. | am proud to join my col-
leagues in passing this bipartisan proposal
today in the House of Representatives.

As a teacher, | can testify to the value that
music and art can have in a well-rounded aca-
demic program. There is a growing body of
scientific research demonstrating that children
who receive music instruction perform better
on spatial-temporal reasoning tests and pro-
portional math problems.

Opportunities in music and the arts have
also enabled children with disabilities to par-
ticipate more fully in school and community
activities.

There is something special about music an
the arts that speak to what is special and
unigue in the human spirit. Music and the arts
can motivate at-risk students to stay in school
and become active participants in the edu-
cation process. They teach all students about
beauty and abstract thinking.

According to the College Board, college-
bound high school seniors in 1998 who re-
ceived music instruction scored 53 points
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higher on the verbal portion of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test and 39 points higher on the
math portion of the test than college-bound
high school seniors with no music or arts in-
struction.

Other data show that individuals who partici-
pate in band or orchestra reported the lowest
levels of current and lifelong use of alcohol,
tobacco, and illicit drugs. Comprehensive, se-
quential music instruction assists brain devel-
opment and improves cognitive and commu-
nicative skills, self-discipline, and creativity.

Mr. Speaker, music education enhances in-
tellectual development and enriches the aca-
demic environment for children of all ages. |
am proud to join with my colleagues in pass-
ing this bipartisan resolution in recognition of
these facts.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Nevada
(Mr. PORTER) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 380, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF
CONNECTICUT HUSKIES FOR
WINNING 2004 NCAA DIVISION 1
MEN AND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 599) congratulating
the University of Connecticut Huskies
for winning the 2004 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division |
men and women’s basketball cham-
pionships.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 599

Whereas the University of Connecticut is
the first school to win both the men and
women’s Division | basketball National
Championship titles in the same year;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Huskies men’s basketball team won its sec-
ond National Collegiate Athletic Association
championship by defeating Georgia Tech by
the score of 82-73;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Huskies women’s basketball team won its
fifth National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion championship by defeating the Univer-
sity of Tennessee by the score of 70-61;

Whereas Emeka Okafor was named Co-Na-
tional Player of the Year, National Defensive
Player of the Year, and the Final Four Most
Outstanding Player;

Whereas Diana Taurasi was named the na-
tional women’s Player of the Year, the Final
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Four Most Outstanding Player and received
the Nancy Lieberman Award;

Whereas University of Connecticut Huskies
men’s head coach Jim Calhoun has led his
team to two National Championships in six
years, making him one of just seven coaches
to ever win two titles during his coaching ca-
reer;

Whereas University of Connecticut Huskies
women’s head coach Geno Auriemma has led
his team to three consecutive National
Championship titles, only the second coach
to accomplish this feat, and five titles over-
all.

Whereas the high caliber of the University
of Connecticut Huskies in both athletics and
academics has significantly advanced the
sport of college basketball and provided in-
spiration for future generations of young
men and women alike; and

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Huskies’ championship season has rallied
Connecticut residents of all ages behind a
common purpose and triggered a wave of eu-
phoria across the State: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends the University of Con-
necticut Huskies men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams for winning the 2004 National Col-
legiate Athletic Championships.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Res. 599.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today with all of
my Connecticut colleagues to honor
the 2004 NCAA Division | men and
women’s  championship  basketball
teams from the University of Con-
necticut, our University of Connecticut
Huskies. This resolution recognizes
these teams for their outstanding per-
formances in this year’s men’s and
women’s tournaments and the Univer-
sity of Connecticut for being the first
school ever to win both championship
titles in the same year.

Mr. Speaker, every day the people of
Connecticut face tough choices when
they get up in the morning. Are they
going to wear their men’s champion-
ship T-shirt, or, alternatively, are they
going to wear their women’s champion-
ship T-shirt? Gosh. It is hard to make
that decision because we love them
both. But you cannot wear two T-shirts
at once. So my constituents in Con-
necticut have come up with a third T-
shirt, a T-shirt that celebrates the
men’s and the women’s national cham-
pionship titles. And such is the solu-
tion for the day. | will wear this one
which commemorates both of my fa-
vorite teams in one T-shirt.

We have the same difficulty when it
comes to Sports lllustrated. Shall we
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