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are working, people over here, we are
working at least a day and a half a
week. It is a pretty onerous schedule
that the gentleman has got us on.

Might | ask the leader, is he sure we
are going to meet next Thursday?

Mr. DELAY. | am not sure of tomor-
row.

Mr. HOYER. That is going to make a
lot of our Members nervous, I might
say.

Mr. DELAY. | would just say to the
gentleman that we have a full week of
work lined up. Hopefully if things go
the way that we anticipate them going,
we would be here on Thursday, but not
on Friday.

———
ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
APRIL 30, 2004, TO TUESDAY,

MAY 4, 2004

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Friday, April 30, 2004, it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 4, for morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND
COOPERATION IN EUROPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 3003 note, and the order
of the House of December 8, 2003, the
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Member of
the House to the Commission on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe:

Mr. MCINTYRE, North Carolina.

———

WE THE PEOPLE—THE CITIZEN
AND CONSTITUTION

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent to address the
House for 1 minute.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHoP of Utah). Without objection, the
gentleman is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
the future of our country is rooted in
respect for, and understanding of, the
United States Constitution. On May 1,
more than 1,200 students from across
the United States will gather in Wash-
ington, D.C. to compete in the national
finals of the We the People, the Citizen
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and the Constitution competition. This
outstanding program is the most ex-
tensive educational program in the
country developed specifically to edu-
cate young people about the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights.

I am pleased that 40 students from
Grant High School in Portland, Or-
egon, will be representing our State.
These scholars have worked diligently
to reach the national finals, gaining a
deep knowledge and understanding of
the fundamental principles and values
of our constitutional democracy. Grant
High School, my neighborhood school,
has won twice in the last 4 years.

As we celebrate these young scholars,
we should keep in mind that it would
not be possible without the dedicated
teachers led by Diane Thelen-Sager and
their advisers led by Jim Westwood. |
wish these young constitutional ex-
perts the best of luck at the We the
People national finals. They truly rep-
resent the future leaders of our Nation.

———

ADMINISTRATION’S ECONOMIC
POLICIES NOT WORKING IN OHIO

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
President Bush was in Cincinnati this
week to sell his program of tax cuts
and trickle-down economics, tax cuts
for the most privileged Americans,
hoping that it would trickle down and
create jobs and more trade agreements
that unfortunately have shipped jobs
overseas. The problem with his eco-
nomic program in Ohio and elsewhere
obviously is it is not working. We have
lost almost 150 jobs every single day
during the Bush administration. In
Ohio alone one out of six manufac-
turing jobs in our State has dis-
appeared. Yet the President’s solution
is always the same.

Instead, this Congress should extend
unemployment benefits to the 50,000
Ohioans and 1 million Americans who
have seen their benefits run out. This
Congress also should pass the bipar-
tisan Crane-Rangel bill which will give
incentives to manufacturers that man-
ufacture in the United States, not
outsource and ship jobs overseas.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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NOW IS THE TIME—WE MUST REC-
OGNIZE THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, tonight | rise
to remind the world that the 24th of April
marked the 89th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, a systematic and deliberate cam-
paign of genocide of the Ottoman Empire.
Also, it marked yet another year with the U.S.
formally recognizing the atrocities that oc-
curred. Considering how well documented the
genocide is in the U.S. archives and through
an overwhelming body of first-hand, govern-
mental, and diplomatic evidence this is nothing
less than a disgrace. | also rise to reaffirm my
support for the adoption of the Genocide Res-
olution H. Res. 193. The purpose of this legis-
lation is prevent future genocides by stressing
the importance of remembering and learning
the lessons of past crimes against humanity,
including the Armenian Genocide, Holocaust,
and the Cambodian and Rwandan genocides
in hopes of preventing future atrocities. In ad-
dition, this resolution strengthen America’s
commitment to the universal values of the
Genocide Convention and asks the United
States to commemorate the 15th anniversary
of the Genocide Convention. Support for this
legislation is widespread with a diverse coali-
tion of over 100 ethnic, religious, civil, and
human rights organizations calling for its pas-
sage.

As Ranking Member of the House Judiciary
Committee, it was an honor to be instrumental
in preparing the report which gained unani-
mous approval at the committee level. The re-
port described the Armenian Genocide in the
following terms: “Beginning in 1915, the Is-
lamic Turkish state of the Ottoman Empire
sought to end the collective existence of the
Christian Armenian population. From 1915
through 1918, during World War |, the Otto-
man Empire subjected the Armenian people to
deportation, expropriation, abduction, torture,
massacre, and starvation. The atrocities were
renewed between 1920 and 1923. It is esti-
mated that one and a half million Armenians
were killed out of over two million Armenians
who had lived in the Ottoman Empire. It
should be noted that these activities ceased
with the institution of the new Republic of Tur-
key in October, 1923.” This past March, |
signed onto a bipartisan letter to Speaker
HASTERT asking to bring H. Res. 193 to vote
but we have not yet been given the oppor-
tunity to vote on this important legislation.
Today, also marks the day of the Armenian
Genocide Observance on Capital Hill and |
join over 110 House and Senate Members
who have agreed to co-host this observance.

The Armenian Genocide is fully documented
in U.S. history. In a July 24, 1915 cable,
American Consul Davis noted that, “I do not
believe there has ever been a massacre in the
history of the world so general and thorough
as that which is now being perpetrated in this
region or that a more fiendish, diabolical
scheme has ever been conceived by the mind
of man. What the order is officially and nomi-
nally to exile the Armenians from these
Vilayets may mislead the outside world for a
time, but the measure is nothing but a mas-
sacre of the most atrocious nature. It would be
that even if all the people had allowed to per-
ish on the road. As a greater part of them,
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however, have been actually murdered and as
there is no doubt that this was done by order
of the Government, there can be no pretense
that the measure is anything else but a gen-
eral massacre.”

Now more than ever as the world is gripped
by unrest and terrorism, the memory of the
Genocide underscores our responsibility to
help convey our cherished tradition of respect
for fundamental human rights and opposition
to mass slaughter. We owe it to the victims of
the Genocide to acknowledge what happened
and to teach our students and children about
their suffering, so that we can fulfill our obliga-
tion to ensure that genocide will never happen
again. Our future generation should be able to
say, “I learned, | acknowledge, and | will work
to prevent it from happening again.”

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire.
Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous consent
to claim the time of the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BURGESS).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING RON RIOUX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
BRADLEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute
to Mr. Ron Rioux for his outstanding
work in helping low income New Hamp-
shire residents achieve the goal of
home ownership. Ron is the President
and CEO of St. Mary’s Bank, a not-for-
profit, member-owned association and
home of the Nation’s first credit union.
St. Mary’s Bank, under Ron’s careful
guidance, is a company that faithfully
upholds the ideals of corporate respon-
sibility, good citizenship and core val-
ues. The bank’s commitment to giving
back to the greater community is evi-
dent in its many partnerships with
local nonprofit organizations and its
sponsorship of a scholarship program
for local high school seniors.

Ron’s leadership has extended to
other organizations as well, including
the New Hampshire Credit Union
League, which is comprised of 31 con-
sumer-owned credit unions across the
State. The Credit Union League has
undertaken a new venture providing fi-
nancial and loan assistance to deserv-
ing families.

In 2003, the New Hampshire Credit
Union League announced a 5-year, $35
million commitment to reach out to fi-
nancially disadvantaged New Hamp-
shire residents. Credit unions across
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the State recognized the need to im-
prove the availability of affordable
housing in New Hampshire and estab-
lished a community loan program, in
conjunction with Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of Manchester, in order to
provide affordable housing, financial
counseling and loan programs to this
underserved population. Ron serves as
chairman of the committee that se-
cured the participation of New Hamp-
shire credit unions in this program and
was the driving force for creating the
financial assistance fund in the first
place. This new program is an excellent
example of the working partnerships
that help make the dream of home
ownership a reality for many finan-
cially disadvantaged families.

Ron Rioux believes strongly in the
adage that each credit union is an inte-
gral part of the community it serves.
The formation of this new community
loan program exemplifies just that.
The program will not only allow many
first-time home buyers the ability to
lay a foundation to build wealth that
they can pass on to future generations,
it will rebuild the community and grow
livable and safe neighborhoods.

Ron and the New Hampshire Credit
Union League saw an imperative need
to make home ownership an affordable
reality for many New Hampshire fami-
lies and worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to put this plan into action. Al-
ways humble, Ron refuses to take cred-
it for the formation of this community
loan program, instead pointing the
spotlight on the efforts of the entire
league and its members. His tireless
commitment to assisting first-time
home buyers is a wonderful example of
his perseverance and his dedication to
improving the community and State in
which he lives. Ron’s hard work, deter-
mination and ability to motivate those
around him to reach greater heights is
truly commendable. 1 am honored to
represent concerned and conscientious
citizens such as Ron Rioux in the
United States House of Representa-
tives.

0 1730

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHop of Utah). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Ilinois (Mr. RuUsH) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. RUSH addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

SUPPORTING AND PROPERLY
EQUIPPING OUR BRAVE TROOPS
OVERSEAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to salute Staff Sergeant Eugene
Simon of Beaumont, Texas. It has
come to my attention through a num-
ber of e-mails and other contacts from
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families in my district about the con-
cerns that many of them are having
about our fighting men and women in
Iraq. But Staff Sergeant Eugene Simon
of Beaumont wrote to me recently, and
I want to bring to our colleagues’ at-
tention his e-mail that he sent me from
his station there in Irag.

Staff Sergeant Simon and his fellow
troops are having a hard time pro-
tecting themselves from hostile action,
especially in the Humvees they are
traveling around in in lIraq. He said
that he and the other brave, committed
and dedicated troops, and this is his
quote, “‘cut some metals to put a little
something on each door” of their
Humvees. And that is because they do
not have the proper armor on their
transportation.

I inspected an armored Humvee
today on Capitol Hill, and it disgusts
me that our troops have to weld scrap
metal on to their Humvees. Troops
need properly armored vehicles. They
need to withstand small arms attacks
and roadside bombs. Can we really af-
ford to sell our troops short when it
comes to providing them what they
need to protect their lives?

That is why | have sent a letter to
the Department of Defense calling for
immediate action at whatever the cost
might be to provide the equipment and
the materials to protect our brave
young fighting men and women, and |
ask every Member of Congress to join
me in demanding more protection for
our troops. It is an absolute outrage to
me that rock stars on the streets of
Los Angeles have safer limousines and
safer transportation than our brave
men and women do in lraq. This situa-
tion cannot continue.

Let us keep supporting our brave
troops for all their valiant efforts over-
seas. We want them to know that, and
we do indeed. But let us also let them
know that their country stands behind
them with our actions, not just our
talk.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) Iis
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
DOING BETTER FOR AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress is now working on a final budget,
a $2.3 trillion budget with a $521 billion
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