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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD) (during the vote). There are 2 
minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 1708 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The title of the bill was amended so 

as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the marriage penalty re-
lief provided under the Economic 
Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation 
Act of 2001.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
due to a family emergency I was not present 
to vote on rollcall votes 136, 137, and 138, 
which were held today on H.R. 4181. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
‘‘Yes’’ on the Rangel Substitute (rollcall vote 
136); ‘‘yes’’ on the Motion to Recommit (roll-
call vote 137); ‘‘no’’ on Final Passage (rollcall 
vote 138).

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, personal 
business prevents me from being present for 
legislative business scheduled for today, 
Wednesday, April 28, 2004. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 
4219, legislation extending authorization of the 
surface transportation bill (rollcall No. 134); 
‘‘aye’’ on S. 1904, to redesignate a courthouse 
located in Miami, FL, as the Wilkie D. Fer-
guson, Jr. U.S. Courthouse (rollcall No. 135); 
‘‘aye’’ on the Rangel Amendment to H.R. 4181 
(rollcall No. 136); ‘‘aye’’ on the motion to re-
commit the bill, H.R. 4181 (rollcall No. 137); 
and ‘‘no’’ on the question of final passage of 
H.R. 4181 (rollcall No. 138).

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
during rollcall votes 134, 135, 136, 137, and 
138. Had I been present, I would have voted 

‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 134, 135, and 138. I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 136 
and 137.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the 
subject of the bill just passed, H.R. 
4181. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 
(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I take this 
time for the purposes of inquiring of 
the majority leader the schedule for 
the following week. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
distinguished whip from Maryland for 
yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make all 
the Members aware that the House has 
completed voting for the day and the 
week. 

Regarding next week’s schedule, the 
House will convene on Tuesday at 12:30 
p.m. for morning hour and 2 p.m. for 
legislative business. We will consider 
several measures under suspension of 
the rules. A final list of those bills will 
be sent to the Members’ offices by the 
end of the week. Any votes called on 
these measures will be rolled until 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday and Thursday the 
House will convene at 10 a.m. We plan 
to consider H.R. 4227, the Middle Class 
Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act, 
which would increase the amount of in-
come exempt from the individual AMT, 
thereby ensuring that hundreds of 
thousands of middle class taxpayers 
are not hit with a hidden tax increase 
next year. 

Finally, I would like to remind all 
Members that we do not plan to have 
any votes next Friday, May 7. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding, 
and I will be happy to answer any ques-
tions he may have. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the majority 
leader. 

Mr. Leader, the transportation reau-
thorization, on a bipartisan basis 
today, as you know, we extended for 2 
months. The surface transportation 
bill that would have been reauthorized 
last September was the final phase-out 
date, but we have extended that a num-
ber of times since then. 

It is my understanding that a meet-
ing at the White House is scheduled to-
morrow, to which no Democrat Mem-
ber has been invited, to decide the 

VerDate jul 14 2003 03:13 Apr 29, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28AP7.036 H28PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2450 April 28, 2004
overall size of the new transportation 
bill. 

First of all, Mr. Leader, can I ask 
why are House and Senate Democrats 
not being included in the discussion 
about this job-creating legislation that 
is critical to our Nation, particularly 
in light of the fact that, as you well 
know, because you and I have been 
here for some period of time, histori-
cally, Mr. SHUSTER and his counter-
part, in the latter years the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR), 
worked hand in hand on this legisla-
tion; the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
YOUNG) and the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) have worked 
hand in hand on this legislation, as you 
know. We voted for it on an over-
whelmingly bipartisan basis. But now 
we, apparently, are not continuing to 
have discussions with reference to the 
level of funding on this bill on a bipar-
tisan basis. 

Can the majority leader inform me, 
and the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. OBERSTAR) who was just on the 
floor, as to whether or not we might 
expect to be included in such meetings 
in the future, so that we could again go 
forward, as we have in the past on this 
particular bill, on a bipartisan basis? 

Mr. Speaker, I again yield to my 
friend, the majority leader.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman for yielding, and I 
really cannot speak to any discussions 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) or the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) have 
had, either amongst themselves or with 
their Senate counterparts. 

What I can tell the gentleman is that 
the Speaker, being Speaker of the 
House, is defending his prerogative to 
appoint conferees to represent the 
House. And before he takes that formal 
step, he would like to establish some 
general parameters, or understandings, 
with the President, getting some sense 
from the President of what kind of bill 
he will sign. 

The Speaker is not negotiating with 
the President. The Speaker is holding a 
meeting of high-level, not committee-
level people, putting together and try-
ing to understand, because there has 
been some confusion as to what the 
President will or will not accept, before 
the Speaker appoints conferees. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time 
once again, Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for that information. 

As the gentleman knows, I would 
hope the Speaker would go into these 
discussions with the President armed 
with the fact that well over two-thirds 
of the House voted for this bill and, 
therefore, a very strong sentiment that 
this bill is the appropriate level of 
funding. And, in fact, I think the Sen-
ate level probably would have passed 
with a pretty healthy majority as well 
on this floor. 

In any event, I am hopeful that when 
the Speaker determines how he wants 
to proceed and appoints conferees, I 

would certainly hope that all of the 
conferees will be included in the meet-
ings of the conference to discuss the 
resolution of the differences between 
the bodies and the shape and levels of 
the conference report that would be re-
ported back to the House. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will continue to yield. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
my friend, hopefully for assurances 
that that will happen. 

Mr. DELAY. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding, Mr. Speaker, and I would 
just point out to the gentleman that 
the transportation bill has always been 
a very bipartisan bill. I would not ex-
pect anything different in the process 
of going through the conference com-
mittee and meetings of the conferees 
than has been in the past. Both sides of 
the aisle here and both sides of the ro-
tunda are very interested in keeping 
that bipartisanship, so I would be very 
surprised and would oppose having 
meetings that did not include every-
body that was appointed to the con-
ference committee. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the majority 
leader for that representation. 

As the majority leader knows, we 
have been very concerned about that in 
the past on some of the legislation, the 
Medicare prescription drug bill in par-
ticular. I believe the majority leader 
and I had a number of conversations on 
that, and I am pleased at the assur-
ances the leader is giving us on this 
particular bill. 

Mr. Leader, tomorrow we had sched-
uled, as I understand it, the consider-
ation of the budget resolution con-
ference report. That, obviously, is not 
coming to the floor tomorrow if we are 
not going to be here tomorrow. Can the 
gentleman tell me where the negotia-
tions stand on the proposal that some 
of us feel very strongly about, and ob-
viously a majority of the Senate feels 
very strongly about, and that is the 
pay-as-you-go provision which affects 
both expenditures and revenues? Where 
are the negotiations on that issue at 
this point in time?

b 1715 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will 
yield, all I can inform the gentleman of 
as far as negotiations, of which I am 
not privy, they are fluid and ongoing 
and constant. There has been a lot of 
discussion, as the gentleman knows, 
particularly over the last few weeks 
and more specifically over the last few 
days. No resolution has been decided. 
No conclusion has been reached. Those 
negotiations will continue. 

This will likely sound redundant to 
the gentleman, but my answer is basi-
cally the same as I gave him last week. 
Our Budget Committee chairman ad-
vises me that there is a very good 
chance that we could have a conference 
report on the floor next week. I am 
hoping that will be the case. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman has listed the alternative min-

imum tax as a schedule for the floor. I 
want to ask him the question I asked 
him about today’s bill. Will that go 
through the Committee on Ways and 
Means process or is it the expectation 
that it will come directly to the floor 
without consideration by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means? 

Mr. DELAY. I think we will probably 
proceed the same as we did on the bill 
today that just passed. The AMT bill 
has passed this House before. It has 
been marked up by the Committee on 
Ways and Means before. I do not know 
how many times. The Committee on 
Ways and Means feels that there is 
nothing new here and that the House 
should consider it as soon as possible, 
and that is why they want to bring it 
here, straight to the floor through the 
Committee on Rules. I would assume 
that is what the process will be. 

Mr. HOYER. Does the gentleman 
know whether or not this will be a 1-
year extension or 1-year effect on the 
AMT or will it be longer than that or 
permanent? 

Mr. DELAY. I want to be very careful 
here because I have not seen the bill as 
introduced. In fact, I am not sure the 
bill has been introduced as of yet. I am 
very careful as to what I can say is in 
it because I have not seen it. All I 
know is that discussions that I have 
been privy to, the last I was advised is 
that the AMT bill is for 1 year. 

Mr. HOYER. The last question with 
reference to the particular bill that is 
scheduled for next week, is it the in-
tention as far as the gentleman knows 
to treat the handling of that bill the 
same way the marriage penalty bill 
was treated with respect to us having a 
substitute obviously that is germane 
and in order under the rule? 

Mr. DELAY. Of course I would defer 
any final decision to the Committee on 
Rules. I imagine as they did this week 
with the marriage penalty bill that 
they would be inclined to make in 
order a substitute amendment as a sub-
stitute. 

Mr. HOYER. In addition to the AMT, 
does the gentleman expect the 10 per-
cent bracket extension to be included 
as part of the agenda next week as 
well? 

Mr. DELAY. I do not expect the 10 
percent bill, the marginal rate bill, to 
be on the floor next week. We antici-
pate that bill being on the floor the fol-
lowing week, and then the $1,000 child 
tax credit on the floor the week after 
that. 

Mr. HOYER. I think I asked this last 
week, but let me ask him again be-
cause he will be disappointed if I did 
not ask this. Will the folks, $26,000 and 
under, that were included in the Senate 
bill but did not come out of the House 
here be included as far as he knows in 
the child tax credit? 

Mr. DELAY. That is so far down the 
road, as the gentleman knows. It is 2 
weeks away. I would wait to see what 
the final bill looks like as it is intro-
duced. 

Mr. HOYER. I realize 14 days is a 
long time away, particularly when we 
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are working, people over here, we are 
working at least a day and a half a 
week. It is a pretty onerous schedule 
that the gentleman has got us on. 

Might I ask the leader, is he sure we 
are going to meet next Thursday? 

Mr. DELAY. I am not sure of tomor-
row. 

Mr. HOYER. That is going to make a 
lot of our Members nervous, I might 
say. 

Mr. DELAY. I would just say to the 
gentleman that we have a full week of 
work lined up. Hopefully if things go 
the way that we anticipate them going, 
we would be here on Thursday, but not 
on Friday.

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
APRIL 30, 2004, TO TUESDAY, 
MAY 4, 2004 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Friday, April 30, 2004, it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 4, for morning hour debates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the business in 
order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 
COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 3003 note, and the order 
of the House of December 8, 2003, the 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Member of 
the House to the Commission on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe: 

Mr. MCINTYRE, North Carolina. 

f 

WE THE PEOPLE—THE CITIZEN 
AND CONSTITUTION 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to address the 
House for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BISHOP of Utah). Without objection, the 
gentleman is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 

the future of our country is rooted in 
respect for, and understanding of, the 
United States Constitution. On May 1, 
more than 1,200 students from across 
the United States will gather in Wash-
ington, D.C. to compete in the national 
finals of the We the People, the Citizen 

and the Constitution competition. This 
outstanding program is the most ex-
tensive educational program in the 
country developed specifically to edu-
cate young people about the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights. 

I am pleased that 40 students from 
Grant High School in Portland, Or-
egon, will be representing our State. 
These scholars have worked diligently 
to reach the national finals, gaining a 
deep knowledge and understanding of 
the fundamental principles and values 
of our constitutional democracy. Grant 
High School, my neighborhood school, 
has won twice in the last 4 years. 

As we celebrate these young scholars, 
we should keep in mind that it would 
not be possible without the dedicated 
teachers led by Diane Thelen-Sager and 
their advisers led by Jim Westwood. I 
wish these young constitutional ex-
perts the best of luck at the We the 
People national finals. They truly rep-
resent the future leaders of our Nation. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION’S ECONOMIC 
POLICIES NOT WORKING IN OHIO 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
President Bush was in Cincinnati this 
week to sell his program of tax cuts 
and trickle-down economics, tax cuts 
for the most privileged Americans, 
hoping that it would trickle down and 
create jobs and more trade agreements 
that unfortunately have shipped jobs 
overseas. The problem with his eco-
nomic program in Ohio and elsewhere 
obviously is it is not working. We have 
lost almost 150 jobs every single day 
during the Bush administration. In 
Ohio alone one out of six manufac-
turing jobs in our State has dis-
appeared. Yet the President’s solution 
is always the same. 

Instead, this Congress should extend 
unemployment benefits to the 50,000 
Ohioans and 1 million Americans who 
have seen their benefits run out. This 
Congress also should pass the bipar-
tisan Crane-Rangel bill which will give 
incentives to manufacturers that man-
ufacture in the United States, not 
outsource and ship jobs overseas. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

NOW IS THE TIME—WE MUST REC-
OGNIZE THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, tonight I rise 
to remind the world that the 24th of April 
marked the 89th anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide, a systematic and deliberate cam-
paign of genocide of the Ottoman Empire. 
Also, it marked yet another year with the U.S. 
formally recognizing the atrocities that oc-
curred. Considering how well documented the 
genocide is in the U.S. archives and through 
an overwhelming body of first-hand, govern-
mental, and diplomatic evidence this is nothing 
less than a disgrace. I also rise to reaffirm my 
support for the adoption of the Genocide Res-
olution H. Res. 193. The purpose of this legis-
lation is prevent future genocides by stressing 
the importance of remembering and learning 
the lessons of past crimes against humanity, 
including the Armenian Genocide, Holocaust, 
and the Cambodian and Rwandan genocides 
in hopes of preventing future atrocities. In ad-
dition, this resolution strengthen America’s 
commitment to the universal values of the 
Genocide Convention and asks the United 
States to commemorate the 15th anniversary 
of the Genocide Convention. Support for this 
legislation is widespread with a diverse coali-
tion of over 100 ethnic, religious, civil, and 
human rights organizations calling for its pas-
sage. 

As Ranking Member of the House Judiciary 
Committee, it was an honor to be instrumental 
in preparing the report which gained unani-
mous approval at the committee level. The re-
port described the Armenian Genocide in the 
following terms: ‘‘Beginning in 1915, the Is-
lamic Turkish state of the Ottoman Empire 
sought to end the collective existence of the 
Christian Armenian population. From 1915 
through 1918, during World War I, the Otto-
man Empire subjected the Armenian people to 
deportation, expropriation, abduction, torture, 
massacre, and starvation. The atrocities were 
renewed between 1920 and 1923. It is esti-
mated that one and a half million Armenians 
were killed out of over two million Armenians 
who had lived in the Ottoman Empire. It 
should be noted that these activities ceased 
with the institution of the new Republic of Tur-
key in October, 1923.’’ This past March, I 
signed onto a bipartisan letter to Speaker 
HASTERT asking to bring H. Res. 193 to vote 
but we have not yet been given the oppor-
tunity to vote on this important legislation. 
Today, also marks the day of the Armenian 
Genocide Observance on Capital Hill and I 
join over 110 House and Senate Members 
who have agreed to co-host this observance. 

The Armenian Genocide is fully documented 
in U.S. history. In a July 24, 1915 cable, 
American Consul Davis noted that, ‘‘I do not 
believe there has ever been a massacre in the 
history of the world so general and thorough 
as that which is now being perpetrated in this 
region or that a more fiendish, diabolical 
scheme has ever been conceived by the mind 
of man. What the order is officially and nomi-
nally to exile the Armenians from these 
Vilayets may mislead the outside world for a 
time, but the measure is nothing but a mas-
sacre of the most atrocious nature. It would be 
that even if all the people had allowed to per-
ish on the road. As a greater part of them, 
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