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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
would advise my friend, the gentleman
from California, that we have no addi-
tional speakers and would reserve our
time subject to closing.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK).

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time. | want to also thank the
chairman for his very kind comments
about Judge Wilkie Ferguson.

I just want to share with the House
and the American people that the local
community in Miami Dade County and
within the circuit there in south Flor-
ida, that it is just a high honor that
this House would not find it robbery
and also the other body to name this
courthouse after Judge Wilkie Fer-
guson. Many of our viewers and also
Members of the House had an oppor-
tunity to hear my colleagues speak so
eloquently about his past contributions
to our society. Unfortunately, but
some may say fortunately, he moved
on to a higher place on June 9 of 2003.

I think it is very, very fitting for the
American people not only to hear of his
contributions, but also for judges and
those that are involved in our judicial
system, from the Supreme Court all
the way down to a hearing officer at
the county court level, to hear the con-
tributions of this great man. He stood
on behalf of not only people financially
challenged or people of color, but he
stood on behalf of the law and what the
Constitution spoke of as it relates to
representing everyone and making sure
that they have a fair share.

In south Florida, we have a very di-
verse community, Mr. Speaker, and |
must say, as it relates to Judge Fer-
guson and as it relates to this court-
house being named after him, we had
unanimous support as it relates to in-
dividuals coming forth and saying we
want to name this courthouse, which is
in downtown Miami, one of the most
outstanding buildings that is being
erected that will be ready to open its
doors in the fall of 2005, for those work-
ers who are working on that court-
house, for those individuals that walk
by every day as they walk to the coun-
ty courthouse and also to the court-
house that is existing now, they will
know that the American people stand
behind the Wilkie Ferguson philosophy
in making sure that everyone is rep-
resented.
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For every judge that walks into
those doors, it will remind him and her
and, even as it relates to the mag-
istrates, it will remind them of the im-
portance of standing on behalf of all
Americans and standing on behalf of

individuals until they are proven
guilty.
It will remind those individuals,

those court reporters that walk into
that Federal courthouse of the impor-
tance of making sure that as they type
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down the words of witnesses and de-
fendants and prosecutors and individ-
uals that are trying to seek justice,
families that are looking to be made
whole through our justice system and
finding some sort of resolution, wheth-
er it be to a civil offense or to a crimi-
nal offense that may take place, that
Judge Wilkie Ferguson once walked
through that area in that vicinity and
that his spirit will forever live in the
hearts and minds of those individuals
that work there every day of their
lives.

I just want to also share with the
House that it is very, very important
that we remember the importance of
the contributions of those individuals
that came up on the rough side. Wilkie
Ferguson did. His wife Betty Ferguson
also did, who also offered her life and is
still offering her service to our public
there in the Miami-Dade Commission.

Wilkie Ferguson spoke to individ-
uals, ordinary individuals at his level.
Being a Federal judge, serving and
being very respected in the commu-
nity, he spoke to the individuals that
were out there clipping the hedges. He
spoke to the individuals as it relates to
getting a cup of coffee for people such
as himself. He is the kind, and was the
kind, and | say he is the kind because
in my heart and my mind he is still liv-
ing with us, even though he has passed
on his spirit is still alive and well, he
spoke to those individuals. He made
sure that people felt like people.

He represented in a way that he
should. He wrote articles to our local
paper about what should be happening
in our judicial system. He was an advo-
cate judge, but an advocate judge on
behalf of every American.

And | am so honored; I am pleased
that my community came together on
this. I thank my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle for their forward
thinking in saying that this was appro-
priate to name this courthouse after
him. 1 thank this House for coming to-
gether and making sure that we honor
a man of great dignity and integrity on
the bench and even before he got on the
bench.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the
American people for this opportunity
to address the House.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of S. 1904, a bill to designate the United
States Courthouse located at 400 North Miami
Avenue, Miami, FL, as the Wilkie D. Ferguson
Jr. United States Courthouse.

Judge Wilkie Ferguson, a native Floridian,
was born of Bahamian parents in Miami on
May 1, 1938, and died on June 9, 2003. He
was educated at Florida A&M University and
Howard University Law School. Judge Fer-
guson served with distinction as a lieutenant in
the U.S. Army Reserves from 1960 to 1964,
and as a Reserve captain from 1964 until
1968. He was nominated to the Federal bench
by President Clinton in 1993 and was con-
firmed by the U.S. Senate in November 1993.

Rising from humble beginnings, Judge Fer-
guson was highly educated, hard working, and
a dedicated public servant. In addition to his
undergraduate degree from Florida A&M Uni-
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versity, he also received a master's degree
from Drexel University in Philadelphia, as well
as a law degree from Howard University in the
District of Columbia.

Judge Ferguson holds the distinction of
being the first black jurist appointed to the
Miami-Dade Circuit Court and the Third Dis-
trict Court of Appeals.

Judge Ferguson was a prolific writer and
authored many articles on Federal drug laws,
expert witnesses, and privacy in the computer
age. His professional work was acknowledged
with many awards and honors, including the
Williams Hastie Award, the United Way of
Dade County Distinguished Service Award,
and the South Florida Chapter of the Amer-
ican Society for Public Administration Award.

Judge Wilkie Ferguson was well respected
by his colleagues and by all who entered his
courtroom. He was dedicated to fairness and
compassion and served as a mentor to many
younger colleagues. It is most fitting that the
courthouse in Miami be named in his honor. |
support S. 1904 and urge its passage.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | have no further speakers,

and | yield back the balance of my
time.
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |

urge passage of the bill, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SiM-
MONS). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill,
S. 1904.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE
GREATER WASHINGTON SOAP
BOX DERBY

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
376) authorizing the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the Greater Washington
Soap Box Derby.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 376

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF SOAP BOX
DERBY RACES ON CAPITOL
GROUNDS.

The Greater Washington Soap Box Derby
Association (in this resolution referred to as
the ‘“‘Association’) shall be permitted to
sponsor a public event, soap box derby races,
on the Capitol Grounds on June 19, 2004, or
on such other date as the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Rules and Administration of the Senate
may jointly designate.
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SEC. 2. CONDITIONS.
The event to be carried out under this res-
olution shall be free of admission charge to
the public and arranged not to interfere with
the needs of Congress, under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board; except that the
Association shall assume full responsibility
for all expenses and liabilities incident to all
activities associated with the event.
SEC. 3. STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT.

For the purposes of this resolution, the As-
sociation is authorized to erect upon the
Capitol Grounds, subject to the approval of
the Architect of the Capitol, such stage,
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event to be carried out under
this resolution.

SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make any
such additional arrangements that may be
required to carry out the event under this
resolution.

SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event to
be carried out under this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, House Concurrent Reso-
lution 376 introduced, once again, by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER) authorizes the use of the Cap-
itol Grounds for the Greater Wash-
ington Soapbox Derby on June 19, 2004.

In sort of a parenthetical, | would
not only commend the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) but last year
when we had similar legislation intro-
duced by the gentleman, he was de-
tained by his other very important du-
ties as the minority whip; and the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MicHAUD) and
I spent about 20 minutes on the floor
thinking about great things on the
soapbox derby to breathlessly await his
arrival. I am grateful that the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
with us today.

These races, which will be held on
Constitution Avenue, allow young peo-
ple from the Greater Washington Met-
ropolitan area to compete with one an-
other for the honor of representing
their district at the National Soap Box
Derby competition to be held this sum-
mer in the city of Akron in the great
State of Ohio.

Participants, who range in age from 9
to 16, compete in three different divi-
sions, based upon experience. In pre-
paring for these competitions, partici-
pants must construct their vehicle,
with limited assistance, from stock
supplies. The Soap Box Derby teaches
the value of hard work, dedication, and
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ingenuity, and shows them the joy of a
job well done.

This race has been held for over 50
years in the Washington area. | am
pleased that once again we can offer
our support for this worthwhile event.

The sponsors of this event have
agreed to work with the Capitol Police
to ensure the enforcement of all appli-
cable regulations, and the event will be
free of charge and open to the public.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
our time.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER), my esteemed
colleague and the esteemed whip for
the minority side of the aisle.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my friend, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THoMPSON), for yielding. |
also want to thank my good friend
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE), the
chairman of this subcommittee, for
last year trying to give me the oppor-

tunity to speak on my bill. | remember
that and recall that well. | thank him
very much.

I want to thank my good friend, the
gentleman from California (Mr. THOMP-
SON), the ranking Democrat, and the
extraordinary staff assistant that he
has on this subcommittee, Susan Brita.

Mr. Speaker, for the past 12 years |
have sponsored a resolution for the
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby to
hold its race on the Capitol Grounds
along Constitution Avenue. Once
again, | am proud to have sponsored
such a resolution to permit the 63rd
running of the Soap Box Derby races
scheduled to take place on Saturday,
June 19.

The resolution authorizes the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, the Capitol Police
Board, and the Greater Washington
Soap Box Derby Association to nego-
tiate the necessary arrangements for
conducting the race in complete com-
pliance with the rules and regulations
governing the wuse of the Capitol
Grounds.

Therefore, |1 request my colleagues to
join with me and other co-sponsors, in-
cluding the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. WoOLF), the gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN),
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
MORAN), and the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), in supporting
this resolution.

The Soap Box Derby has been held in
the Washington D.C. area since 1991. It
has attracted over 50 participants each
of these years ranging in age from 9 to
16. The participants work very hard, as
all of us know, to prepare their own
race cars from the kit provided by the
All American Soap Box Derby program.

The contestants are given an oppor-
tunity to learn basic skills of work-
manship and to enhance their building
expertise while creating their own
style car. Winners of these levels of the
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local race become eligible to compete
in the National Soap Box Derby races
held in the district of the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) in AKkron.

Prior to the national races, they at-
tend a week of camps in Derbytown
where they make lasting friendships
while participating in a variety of
sporting activities. The national races
are held in July and give the partici-
pants a chance to win scholarships and
merchandise prizes.

Mr. Speaker, this event has been
called, and | quote, ‘““the greatest ama-
teur racing event in the world.” | am
not sure that it is the greatest, but it
is certainly one of the very best and
certainly gives to young people the val-
ues of self-reliance, of enterprise, of in-
novation, and of competition.

This is a wonderful opportunity for
our children from the District of Co-
lumbia, Maryland, and Virginia to ven-
ture into the world of science while ex-
periencing the spirit of competition.

I again thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON)
for their leadership in bringing this to
the floor.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | associate myself with the
remarks made by the author of the bill,
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER).

Mr. Speaker, | ask for passage of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to support,
along with Ms. NORTON, Mr. HOYER, Mr. WOLF,
Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. WYNN, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, H. Con. Res. 376, and acknowledge
the efforts of Mr. HOYER, who has been such
a great and consistent champion for his con-
stituents for this event.

H. Con. Res. 376 authorizes use of the
Capitol Grounds for the Greater Washington
Soap Box Derby. Youngsters age 9 through
16 construct and operate their own soap box
vehicles. On June 19, 2004 youngsters from
the greater Washington area will race down
Constitution Avenue to test the principles of
aerodynamics in hand-designed and -con-
structed soap box vehicles.

Mr. Speaker, many hundreds of volunteers
donate considerable time supporting the event
and providing families with a fun-filled day,
which is quickly becoming a tradition in the
Washington, D.C. area. The event has grown
in popularity, and Washington is now known
as one of the outstanding race cities.

Consistent with all events using the Capitol
Grounds, this event is open to the public and
free of charge. The organizers will work with
the Capitol Hill Police and the Office of the Ar-
chitect.

| support H. Con. Res. 376 and urge pas-
sage of this resolution.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 376, which authorizes the
use of the Capitol Grounds for the Greater
Washington Soap Box Derby. | especially
want to mention the diligence and dedication
of Mr. HOYER, the resolution’s annual sponsor.

This annual event encourages all boys and
girls, ages 9 through 16, to construct and op-
erate their own soap box vehicles. The prin-
ciples of aerodynamics are combined with fun
and excitement for all participants and their
families in the Greater Washington area.
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The Washington event has grown in size
and has become one of the best-attended
events in the country. In the past, the Wash-
ington event has produced winners who went
on to the National Soap Box Derby finals.

The derby organizers will work with the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol and the Capitol Police to
ensure the appropriate rules and regulations
are in place.

| support this resolution and urge my col-
leagues to support H. Con. Res. 376.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |

yield back the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 376.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RONALD REAGAN FEDERAL
BUILDING

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 2043) to designate a Fed-
eral building in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“Ronald Reagan Federal
Building”.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 2043

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RONALD REAGAN FEDERAL BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Federal building lo-
cated at 228 Walnut Street, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, shall be known and designated
as the ‘“Ronald Reagan Federal Building’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the building
referred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed
to be a reference to the Ronald Reagan Fed-
eral Building.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 2043, introduced by
Senator SPECTER of Pennsylvania, is
similar to House bill H.R. 3923, which
was introduced by the gentleman from
the Ninth Congressional District of
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER).

This bill designates the Federal
building located at 228 Walnut Street
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as the
Ronald Reagan Federal Building.

Many times | have come to the floor
to honor Americans, politicians, judges
and other great leaders. Perhaps no
other American, however, has been as
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honored or as deserving of an honor as
the 40th President of the United
States, Ronald Wilson Reagan.

Ronald Reagan was born in Tampico,
Ilinois, in 1911. His early years are a
model that we can all be proud of. The
son of working-class parents, he at-
tended the public schools in Dixon, Illi-
nois, and then worked his way through
Eureka College where he was on the
football team and an actor.

One story that | think does not get
told enough about Ronald Reagan is
before President Reagan had an impact
on the lives of billions, he had a more
direct impact on the lives of people in
his community of Dixon, Illinois. While
growing up, Ronald Reagan earned
extra money working as a lifeguard at
Rock River. Over the course of 6 years,
then-lifeguard Reagan pulled 77 swim-
mers out of the water who were strug-
gling in the notorious swift current
and were in need of assistance.

During his time in public life, Ronald
Reagan always worked to improve the
lives of everyday Americans, from his
Economic Recovery Act, which he
worked to pass even after an assassina-
tion attempt, to the 1986 tax bill which
reduced the burdens of taxation on all
Americans.

In foreign policy, he pursued a policy
of ‘““peace through strength,” a policy
that brought about the end of the So-
viet empire, bringing freedoms to mil-
lions in Europe and Asia.

This legislation bestows an appro-
priate honor to one who has given so
much to his country.

I support the legislation, and | urge
our colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
our time.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill designates the
Federal building located at 228 Walnut
Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as
the Ronald Reagan Federal Building.
The bill was introduced by Senator
SPECTER for himself and Senator
SANTORUM. The House companion bill,
H.R. 3923, was introduced by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER.)

Former President Reagan was our
country’s 40th President. He was a
magnetic leader whose greatest legacy
was perhaps his call to Mr. Gorbachev
to ‘““tear down this wall.”

His talents and his personal touch
enabled him to rally support for his
programs, often convincing even his
greatest critics to see things his way.
His charisma along with his sense of
humor have earned him a special place
in our Nation’s history.

I urge passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) that the House suspend

April 28, 2004

the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
2043.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE CAP-
ITOL GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL

PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL
SERVICE
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |

move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
388) authorizing the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service, as amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. REs. 388

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR NA-
TIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE.

(@) IN GENERAL.—The National Fraternal
Order of Police and its auxiliary (in this res-
olution referred to as the ‘‘sponsor’’) shall be
permitted to sponsor a public event, the 23rd
annual National Peace Officers’ Memorial
Service (in this resolution jointly referred to
as the “event’’), on the Capitol Grounds, in
order to honor the law enforcement officers
who died in the line of duty during 2003.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on May 15, 2004, or on such other date as
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate jointly designate.

SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(@) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event.

SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage,
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment, as may be
required for the event.

SEC. 4. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the
event.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | might con-
sume.

It is my pleasure to bring to the floor
a resolution authorizing the use of the
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