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Reverend Cindy Baskin from my con-
gressional district, and | want to thank
her for delivering a beautiful prayer.

Today, March 31, is the last day of
Women’s History Month; and | think it
is especially fitting that we end this
month with a prayer from a woman
guest chaplain. | also want to note that
our House attending physician, Dr.
John Eisold, is a member of Reverend
Baskin’s congregation; and | thank
him for suggesting that Reverend
Baskin be here this morning for our
opening prayer.

Let me read what members of Rev-
erend Baskin’s congregation have said
about her: ““Cindy serves with strong
leadership, inspired vision, and endless
energy. She encourages us to use our
talents in service to the community,
while ministering to the congregation
as pastor, priest, and friend.”

I thank Reverend Baskin for inspir-
ing us here this morning through her
prayer and inspiring us to serve our
Nation, our community, and reach out
to others in the world. Thank you, Rev-
erend Baskin for being here this morn-
ing and opening the House of Rep-
resentatives.

——————

DEMOCRACY DEMANDS FREEDOM
OF SPEECH AND FAIR MEDIA
COVERAGE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, all
citizens should be aware that President
Bush really has two opponents in his
reelection effort: the Democratic nomi-
nee and the national media.

Most of the national media minimize
or ignore the good news for President
Bush, like last week’s CBS poll show-
ing him ahead, and magnify every crit-
icism.

That is no surprise. TV coverage of
the President is mostly negative. News
articles are often slanted, and three of
the largest newspapers in America
have not endorsed a Republican for
President in 50 years.

A recent survey shows that over half
of the American people believe that
““media stories and reports are often in-
accurate.”

Voters should insist on getting objec-
tive news reports so they can make
good decisions. Democracy demands
not only freedom of speech but also fair
media coverage.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
WORK OF CESAR E. CHAVEZ

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s his-
tory is filled with heroes who, through
personal sacrifice and a strong com-
mitment to their cause, have left a
mark upon society.

Today, | am proud to honor the life
and accomplishments of the late, tal-
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ented union organizer and human
rights advocate, Cesar E. Chavez.

Born on March 31, 1927, to a farming
family in Yuma, Arizona, Chavez
learned early that life is filled with
challenges, particularly for those who
work the fruit and vegetable fields of
this great country.

Those fields nurtured Chavez’s desire
to create a farm workers union, which
we know today as the UFW.

Cesar Chavez brought dignity and re-
spect to the farm workers and became
an inspiration and a resource to other
people engaged in human rights strug-
gles throughout the world. From 1965
to the 1980s, Chavez worked tirelessly
to increase wages as well as public
awareness of the plight of migrant
workers. Chavez defended the rights of
farm workers until his death on April
23, 1993.

Chavez’s courage and perseverance
continues to be a source of inspiration
for me and many others dedicated to
the interests of America’s working
families.

Today, Chavez would have celebrated
his 77th birthday. 1 am proud to cele-
brate his life and his work. May his
spirit and dedication continue to be an
inspiration to those engaged in human
rights struggles throughout the world.

———

PUNDITS WEARING POLITICAL
BLINDERS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, there is no doubt that we are
in the midst of an election year. As a
matter of fact, judging from the inten-
sity of the campaign so far, one might
think that we are at the end of October
instead of the end of March.

Part of the reason for this intensity
is the news organizations who are cap-
tivated not by the issues at hand but
by the horse race, who is ahead and
who is behind; and reporters and pun-
dits are the ones calling the race. But,
clearly, some of these pundits are
wearing political blinders, suggesting
nothing less than partisan bias.

In mid February, CBS News and The
New York Times conducted a poll.
That night, Dan Rather rather glee-
fully reported the results, that the
Democratic nominee held a five-point
lead over President Bush, on the CBS
evening news.

The next CBS News/New York Times
poll was conducted and again Dan
Rather reported that the Democratic
nominee had a one-point lead.

Two weeks after that, a third CBS
poll showed President Bush leading the
Democratic nominee by three percent-
age points, and what did Dan Rather
report on this poll? Nothing. Not a
mention.

I would say that is not quite fair and
certainly not balanced.
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CELEBRATING THE 87TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TRANSFER OF
SOVEREIGNTY OF VIRGIN IS-
LANDS FROM DENMARK TO U.S.

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today as my beloved U.S. Virgin
Islands celebrates the 87th anniversary
of the transfer of sovereignty from
Denmark to the United States of
America.

On March 31, 1917, our American jour-
ney began in earnest as we became an
official part of the American family.
While that journey was predated by a
friendship with the United States that
began during the Revolutionary War,
we are told by our grandmothers that
on that spring day long ago there were
tears of joy and sadness as they said
good-bye to the old and welcomed the
new.

Today, we are proud Americans serv-
ing in all of its wars, rejoicing at its
accomplishments, and working with
our brothers and sisters to meet its
challenges in health care, education,
and social justice.

We have not forgotten, however, our
shared history of over 250 years with
Denmark as we welcome tourists seek-
ing Caribbean roots, apprentice our
children to learn of shared craftsman-
ship, and share the archival materials
we have in common.

Mr. Speaker, the uniqueness of the
U.S. Virgin Islands can be found in its
relationship to many nations, as it has
been a cultural crossroads for people
the world over.

Today, on March 31, 2004, we cele-
brate the roots of our diversity as we
celebrate yet another Transfer Day.

———

LIFETIME SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, only in America is a penny
saved a penny taxed. Perhaps that is
why we have single-digit savings rates
in this country. That is just wrong.

To get America back on the road to
savings, today Senator CRAIG THOMAS
of Wyoming and | will introduce legis-
lation to create lifetime savings ac-
counts.

In a lifetime savings account, people
could save up to $5,000 a year free from
tax on interest earned. Money could be
spent for any reason, with no minimum
holding period. One could spend this
money for a new transmission, school,
kids® braces, home improvements,
rainy day, or any of their needs, wants,
and dreams. You name it. The point is,
people will not be taxed for saving.

I am honored to say that Deputy Sec-
retary of the Treasury Bodman will
join us at the press conference to share
the administration’s support of this
new proposal. We will be working as a
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team to help get America saving again,
tax-free.

——————

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, |
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res.
590) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 590

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following
standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Mr. Chan-
dler (to rank immediately after Mr. Mar-
shall).

(2) COMMITTEE ON
TIONS: Mr. Chandler.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

INTERNATIONAL RELA-

—————
ALLOWING REIMPORTATION OF
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS MEANS

LOWER PRICES FOR AMERICANS

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, before
the House voted on the Medicare bill,
the public was told it would cost $400
billion. Later, we found out that the
administration knew all along it would
cost $550 billion.

Congress was misled by an adminis-
tration that hid the numbers from the
public and Members of Congress be-
cause of the perceived political benefits
of the new law, saying that the end
would justify the means.

But according to today’s Chicago
Tribune, ‘“‘Instead of a political bo-
nanza, the Medicare drug benefit is fast
becoming an albatross around the ad-
ministration’s neck. Not a single new
benefit has gone to a senior citizen,
and the taxpayers got stuck with an-
other $150 billion bill.

Now the administration wants to
talk about the benefit that comes with
a discount card. With the way prescrip-
tion drug costs have skyrocketed over
the past several years, this discount
card will not accomplish anything. It is
like a sale at Nieman Marcus. They
jack up the prices right before the sale.

In 2001, drug costs increased by 16.9
percent; in 2002, 18.4 percent; in 2003, a
projected 19.5 percent, and going on to
another 15 percent.

Instead of depending on a flawed
Medicare bill, we must literally drive
prices down by allowing reimportation,
allowing us to get our drugs in Canada
and in Europe where prices are cheap-
er.

—————
MANUFACTURING JOBS

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to bring attention to the current
status of manufacturing jobs in this
country.

Last week, there was an article in
the Boston Globe entitled, “What the
Jobless Statistics Do Not Reveal,”
written by Paul E. Harrington and An-
drew Sum. The article focused on the
debate of when job creation will begin
and why there is a huge difference in
the report of job growth between two
surveys, the payroll survey and the
household survey.

The payroll survey is the corporate
survey, which indicates a decreased
loss of 620,000 jobs. However, the house-
hold survey says there is a 2.3 million
increase in employment during this
same period of time. Why the dis-
parity?

Well, the household survey counts
self-employed and contractors. If you
are self-employed like a farmer in my
district, you are not counted as being
an employee under the payroll survey
reports. The authors point out that the
disparity is due to the fact that it has
become so expensive to add new work-
ers to payroll due to high cost of
health insurance, unemployment insur-
ance, worker compensation, payroll
taxes, and it is easier and cheaper to
hire and pay overtime.

If we want to stem the loss of manu-
facturing in the corporate sector, our
legislative response is clear. We are
going to have to address these issues of
high cost.
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REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this House over the next 2 days is going
to be debating the single most impor-
tant environmental and jobs bill of the
session, the reauthorization of the Sur-
face Transportation Act. It is unfortu-
nate that we are not going to have the
opportunity to deal with a bill that is
right-sized for America’s needs.

The administration’s own Depart-
ment of Transportation has concluded
that we need $375 billion to meet Amer-
ica’s needs over the next 6 years; yet
the administration has threatened to
use its first veto of any bill if we have
the temerity to approve anything over
$256 billion, which will be a 10 percent
cut in transportation funding over the
next 6 years.

Nobody in this Chamber feels that we
should be cutting our investment in
the future. It is time for Members on
both sides of the aisle to support the
bipartisan committee leadership to at
least approve the $275 billion bill, keep
the basic structure in place, and make
sure that we are giving America the
transportation infrastructure it needs
for the future.
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MEDICARE DISCOUNT DRUG CARDS

(Mr. CHOCOLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, during
the next 3 months, Medicare bene-
ficiaries will begin to see real savings
on the cost of their prescription drugs
with the help of voluntary Medicare-
approved discount drug cards.

Starting in April, Medicare bene-
ficiaries will be notified by mail of
their discount card eligibility, discount
card offerings, and enrollment proce-
dures. By June, all Medicare bene-
ficiaries, except those who already
have Medicaid drug coverage, will be
able to buy a card for about $30 and
take it to their local pharmacy and re-
ceive 10 to 25 percent off of the regular
cost of their drugs.

People with incomes below 135 per-
cent of poverty who sign up for the
card will be eligible for an additional
$600 of additional assistance per year to
help further reduce the cost of their
prescription drugs in 2004 and 2005. This
low-income assistance will benefit over
12,000 Indiana Hoosiers in my district,
the second district of Indiana, and al-
most 200,000 Hoosiers statewide.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud my colleagues
who voted to support the bipartisan
Medicare bill and the creation of a dis-
count drug card program that will re-
duce the cost of prescriptions for our
seniors and provide additional relief to
low-income Medicare beneficiaries.

———

HONORING CESAR CHAVEZ’S
BIRTHDAY

(Ms. LOFGREN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, today
on his birthday, we recognize the cou-
rageous leadership of Cesar Chavez, a
man who inspired hope, pride, and
strength and provided a voice for thou-
sands of farm workers across California
and the entire country.

My district encompasses San Jose,
home to Cesar Chavez for many years.
It is in San Jose that Chavez began to
fulfill his dream of empowering farm
workers to demand basic human rights
and protections from the abuses of
farm owners.

Chavez experienced employer abuses
firsthand and saw it happen to thou-
sands of farm workers from childhood
through his adult years. And it was he
who courageously organized his fellow
workers to believe in their own dignity
and power to gain equal rights, fair
pay, and decent working conditions.

So on this day, | honor the memory
of Cesar Chavez. | congratulate his
wonderful family who still lives in San
Jose. We all know that he is the sym-
bol of inspiration to many, especially
the children. May the legacy of this
great leader, Cesar Chavez, live on; and
may we always remember his phrase to
all of us, “‘Si se puede.”
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