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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAss) (during the vote). Members are
advised there are 2 minutes remaining
in this vote.
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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 581, SENSE OF HOUSE
REGARDING RULES OF COM-
PENSATION FOR CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYEES AND MEMBERS OF THE
UNIFORMED SERVICES OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-454) on the resolution (H.
Res. 585) providing for consideration of
the resolution (H. Res. 581) expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tive regarding rates of compensation
for civilian employees and members of
the uniformed services of the United
States, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 3550,
TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT:
A LEGACY FOR USERS

Mr. DREIER. | ask unanimous con-
sent that it be in order at any time for
the Speaker, as though pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, to declare the
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House resolved into the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for consideration of H.R. 3550,
and that consideration of the bill pro-
ceed according to the following order:

The first reading of the bill is dis-
pensed with;

All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived;

General debate shall not exceed 2
hours and 40 minutes with 2 hours and
10 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking
member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, including
a final period of 10 minutes following
consideration of the bill for amend-
ment, and 30 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means;

After the initial period of general de-
bate, the Committee of the Whole shall
rise without motion; and,

No further consideration of H.R. 3550
shall be in order except pursuant to a
subsequent order of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————
REFUSAL OF THE HOUSE TO EX-
TEND UNEMPLOYMENT COM-

PENSATION BENEFITS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the House of Representatives again
today refused to extend unemployment
compensation benefits. Almost 1 mil-
lion Americans since December have
lost have seen their unemployment
benefits expire. That is 1 million peo-
ple. That is 1 million families, people
who are looking for work, people who
cannot find work in this economy.

In my state of Ohio, 300,000 people
have lost their jobs. That is 2,000 peo-
ple every week. Two hundred and sixty
people have lost their jobs every single
day of the Bush administration.

Their answer is more tax cuts for the
wealthy, hoping it trickles down, and
more trade agreements that hemor-
rhage jobs overseas.

We should extend unemployment
compensation benefits to those 1 mil-
lion workers. We should pass Crane-
Rangel, a bipartisan initiative to give
incentives to American manufacturers
to hire Americans and to manufacture
in this country.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE DI-
RECTOR, OFFICE OF PERSONNEL
AND BENEFITS, OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFI-
CER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from Estelle
Jones, Office of Personnel and Benefits,
Office of the Chief Administrative Offi-
cer.
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE OFFICER, U.S. HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, March 29, 2004.
Hon. DENNIS J. HASTERT,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that | have
been served with a civil subpoena for docu-
ments issued by the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, Riverside County.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, | have determined that compliance
with the subpoena is consistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
ESTELLE JONES,

Director, Officer of Personnel and Benefits.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————
TALE OF TWO BUDGETS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, the
House is on the verge of passing a $2.3
trillion budget with a $521 billion def-
icit, showing that it is impossible to fi-
nance three wars with three tax cuts
and come up with a different result
outside of a $521 billion hole in the
budget.

This budget repeats the same mis-
takes that have resulted in a jobless
economy and a wage recession in
America. It continues the status quo of
the administration’s economic policies
that have resulted in nearly 3 million
Americans losing their jobs, 43 million
Americans without health care, of
which 33 million Americans work but
have no health care, and 2 million
Americans who used to be part of the
middle-class and now are in the level of
poverty, and wages are frozen, and $1
trillion worth of corporate assets and
individual net worth have been called
into bankruptcies.

What do you do when have you this
type of economic results? You think
you would change your economic poli-
cies. No. This budget puts your foot on
the accelerator, expecting a different
result but repeating the same economic
mismanagement.

During the 2000 election, President
Bush said he was opposed to nation-
building. Who knew it was America he
was talking about? This budget and the
President’s economic vision is really a
tale of two budgets: one for America,
and one for Iraq.

We have spent well over $100 billion
of the taxpayers’ money on lraq’s occu-
pation. But here in America, we have
gotten shortchanged. What do | mean
by that?

In lIraq, we are offering universal
health care and free job training. In
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America, 44 million Americans are
without health care; and nearly 8.2 mil-
lion Americans are without jobs.

In the area of health care, 2,200 Iraqis
are receiving and health professionals
are receiving training, 8,000 volunteers
are receiving medical training; and in
America, under the President’s budget,
the health training funds cut by 64 per-
cent.

One hundred and fifty health clinics
and hospitals have been rebuilt to
serve 3 million lIraqgis, providing 100
percent prenatal and infant coverage.
In America, under the President’s
budget, community health care clinics
have been cut by 91 percent. Maternal
and child health care, Healthy Start,
family planning, all frozen.

Veterans, $60 million is spent to re-
train lIraqi veterans; and our veterans
budget has been gutted by $257 million.
Veterans health care has been cut to
where every veterans organization has
opposed the President’s budget and the
budget passed here by the Republicans.

In the area of education, we have re-
built 2,300 schools in Irag. We have un-
derfunded No Child Left Behind by $8
billion.

Iragi universities are getting $20 mil-
lion for higher ed partnerships. In
America, we have cut Perkins loans;
and Pell Grants have been frozen for
the last 3 years.

Police. $500 million is spent on the
Iragi police training, but the commu-
nity police program in the United
States has been cut by $659 million.

In the area of housing, $470 million is
spent on lragi housing, yet $791 million
is cut from section 8 housing vouchers.

In the area of environment, we are
paying for $3.6 billion in water and
sewer treatment facilities in Iraq. Here
in America, in the President’s budget,
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund,
which deals with all our clean water
and drinking water for Americans, has
been cut by $500 million.

Ports infrastructure. The Port of
Umm Qasar was completely rebuilt,
and yet the Army Corps of Engineers
cannot afford U.S. port security up-
grades since their budget has been cut
by 63 percent.

As President Bush seeks reelection,
he can say he kept his commitment
against nation-building. The problem is
the target was America.

This is a tale of two budgets, one for
America and one for lraq; two prior-
ities, one for America and one for Iraq;
two sets of values, one for America,
one for Iraqg; and two sets of books, one
for Iraq, one for America.

I have no problem investing in Irag’s
future, but that future cannot be a
more promising future than the one we
promise here for our own children.
Compared to how Americans view their
futures, we cannot deny Americans the
same dreams of affordable health care,
education, police on the street, a safe
place to live and job training.

America will no longer be the most
generous nation in the world if the fu-
ture they promise their children is one
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that is less promising than one we are
talking about overseas.

Now if your economic results here at
home were nearly 3 million Americans
have lost their jobs, nearly $3 trillion
has been added to the Nation’s deficit
in 3 years of budget, you would think
you would change your economic poli-
cies. No. So what we will do is put our
foot on the accelerator and press for-
ward try and expect a different result,
having tried 3 years in a row and pro-
ducing the same result. We need a
change and a new direction of the
budget values and America’s future.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

MEDICARE MODERNIZATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, | am here
tonight to talk about the Medicare
Modernization Act, the reform bill that
was passed by this body back in De-
cember.

I think the first question to ask is,
who remembers what they were driving
in 1960 or perhaps what a parent was
driving in 1960? One of the most pop-
ular cars at that time was a Rambler;
and if one thinks about the options
available and the safety features in
that car, we would really be amazed at
how far we have come. There were no
seat belts. There were no air bags.
There were no GPS systems. There was
just a lot different with vehicular trav-
el back then.

And | think it is a wonderful analogy
to think about when we are talking
about health care in this country. Be-
cause Medicare in its inception in the
1960s really has changed very little
over the years; and what we have is a
situation where our seniors are faced
with the same type of options, the
same menu of services that they have
had over the last 40 years. That is why
we needed to pass the Medicare reform
bill, and that we did.

The bill provides, | think, seniors
with access to choices in health care,
with easier access to health care, and
it also provides immediate relief for
the rising need for access in prescrip-
tion drugs.
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Under the Medicare Modernization
Act, seniors have a choice. First of all,
when we are talking about the pre-
scription drug program, that program
is completely voluntary.

It is voluntary, and seniors in my
district, some of whom have existing
coverage, will not have to participate
in the program. It is not a one-size-fits-
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