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agricultural exports. We have a fertile
State with some of the richest and
most productive soil in the world. And
we use this resource to provide the
safest food supply in the world.

This week | am asking lowans to cel-
ebrate our rich heritage of agricultural
production; but | also want us to look
with anticipation to the future of agri-
culture, value-added agriculture, and
our youth. lowa agriculture is no
longer just about growing commodities
that we ship away by truck, train, or
barge. Farmers in western lowa have
realized that if we do all of our busi-
ness this way our small towns and cit-
ies will lose its youth, a very precious
resource.

As | look at the youth of my district,
I want them to have all the benefits of
growing up in a farming community.
And | want to see them in our commu-
nities making a difference, choosing to
raise their families in western lowa for
years to come. There is no better place
if we can continue to be innovative in
agricultural development.

Our farmers and community leaders
have led the charge to develop this new
generation of agriculture because we
think differently in lowa. Let us use
National Agriculture Week to thank
them not only for rich heritage of agri-
culture production but for looking to
the future and building a foundation
for a new rural western lowa.

———
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COMMEMORATING NATIONAL WOM-
EN’S HISTORY MONTH AND STOP
VIOLENCE WEEK

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | am proud to stand this
morning to commemorate National
Women’s History Month and Stop Vio-
lence Week. This year’s theme is
Women Inspiring Hope and Possibility.

We are delighted, if you will, to re-
flect upon the history that women have
made in the United States, but we also
recognize that we must stand against
violence and sexual assault. We know
that both sexual and domestic violence
and victims fear reporting is one of the
greater challenges of women today in
America.

In my State of Texas, nearly 2 mil-
lion adult Texans, almost 13 percent of
the State population, have been sexu-
ally assaulted. This is number one in
the minds of many women. In Texas,
every 2 minutes someone is sexually
assaulted, and 2 women are killed each
week by their intimate partner, and
approximately 31 percent of sexual as-
sault victims reported that a family
member also had been sexually as-
saulted. An estimate of 82 percent of
rapes and sexual assaults go unre-
ported because of shame, fear, and hurt
and anger, and nearly 80 percent of
those raped know the person who raped
them.
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We realize in working with the Tex-
ans Against Sexual Assault and the
Texas Council on Family Violence that
we have a challenge before us.

Mr. Speaker, | conclude by saluting
women for the progress they have
made, but also reminding us as we
work towards this very challenging
problem, we must also include the
women of Irag who need to have their
rights protected along with the chil-
dren of Iraqg as well.

——
PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFIT

(Mr. PORTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, there
are still some asking why Congress
added a prescription drug benefit for
seniors under Medicare. The reason is
simple. Before we passed this law, the
Medicare program operated like it was
still back in 1965, when surgeries and
hospital stays, rather than prescription
drugs, were the primary means of
treating and managing disease. Today,
prescription medications not only treat
illness, they can prevent them.

Prior to the changes in law, Medicare
would pay an average of $5,000 for a
person’s hospitalization for heart fail-
ure, for instance, but not pay the $67
per month for Lipitor which is a cho-
lesterol-lowering drug which can pre-
vent heart failure. This is bad medicine
and that is why we needed to add a pre-
scription drug benefit.

Mr. Speaker, adding a benefit to
Medicare was an important first step
for providing seniors with quality and
affordable health care. The benefit is
entirely voluntary. The senior who
does not want to take the benefit, they
do not have to.

The prescription drug benefit is sim-
ple. It provides seniors relief from the
high cost of prescription drugs, and it
focuses that relief on those who need it
most. Those who have low income, 12
million seniors get the benefit for the
low-income seniors and those with high
drug costs who can benefit from the
new catastrophic insurance benefit.

Mr. Speaker, the new Medicare law
provides seniors a choice and control
with their drug plans, and it is good for
our seniors.

————

PAYING THE DEBT OF HONOR

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, we are told
if you owe debts, pay debts; if honor,
then honor; if respect, then respect.
And today, appropriately, we will com-
mend and pay the debt of honor that
we owe to American forces, our allies,
and the brave people of Iraq in the suc-
cess of Operation Iraqi Freedom begun
one year ago.

But, sadly, we do so against the
backdrop of tragedy and retreat amidst
an ally in Europe, and so as we cele-
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brate the victory in Iraq today, let our
enemies nonetheless hear this today,
Mr. Speaker, that this President, this
Congress, and the good people of the
home of the brave will never cower,
will never relent, and will never retreat
in the war on terror until the threat of
terrorism is lifted from our people and
the people of the free world, so help us
God.

—————

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, in the
historic Medicare prescription drug
bill, Congress created health savings
accounts to give individuals greater
choice over their health care decisions,
radically expand access to health care,
and drive down rising costs.

According to the National Associa-
tion of Health Underwriters, one of the
most important ways to address the
rising cost is through encouraging pur-
chasers of health insurance to become
better consumers. HSAs will do that.

HSAs are providing real savings. A
family of four in my district used to
pay $532 a month for health care and
now pays only $245 a month after estab-
lishing a HSA plan.

HSAs will give Americans more
choices, better access to health care,
and empower them to save money.

——————

QADDAFI WANTS TO BE ON THE
WINNING SIDE

(Mr. CHOCOLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, later
today we are going to have a debate
about a resolution of Irag, and we will
hear a lot of debate about whether
America is safer because of our suc-
cesses in Iragq and Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, there really is no de-
bate, and | saw the proof with my own
eyes when | recently traveled to Libya
and met with Muammar Qaddafi, and |
heard Muammar Qaddafi say with my
own ears that he did not want to follow
the path of Saddam Hussein and that is
why he had decided to dismantle his
weapons of mass destruction and aban-
don supporting terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, some of my friends on
the other side of the aisle do not under-
stand that we are winning the war on
terror, but Muammar Qaddafi under-
stands it perfectly clear, and he wants
to be on the winning side.

———

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, Colum-
bus did not discover the trade route,
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but I am glad he made the journey. We
did not find the weapons of mass de-
struction in lIrag, which we were so
sure were there. Even JOHN EDWARDS
and JOHN KERRY, Bill Clinton, and
many of the leading Democrats who
are so critical of this administration
said 2 years ago there were weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq.

But aside from that, what we did find
is nearly 400 mass graves of citizens
who had disappeared from their fami-
lies. We found women who had been
raped, husbands and brothers who had
disappeared, forced to join an Army or
had their tongue cut out for saying the
wrong thing. We found a very oppressed
people. We have liberated those people.

I believe what we have done in lraq,
we made the right decision, and | am
very proud of the soldiers that are over
there and the ones who have come
home have done the job.

I am proud to represent the 3rd In-
fantry that was so much a part of the
campaign in the Euphrates River last
year. | believe the worst thing we can
do in Washington now, in the name of
partisan politics, is to try to erode this
victory in order to gain the White
House.

I hope we will all come together
today and support this very important
resolution in support of our troops.

———

MARKING THE ONE-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF OPERATION IRAQI
FREEDOM

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, as true as
my friend from Georgia has just said,
we are about to begin consideration of
a very important resolution. It is one
which | believe should, in fact, enjoy
strong bipartisan support. It is non-
controversial in that it is designed sim-
ply to, as the gentleman from Illinois
(Chairman HYDE) said last night before
the Committee on Rules, provide com-
mendation to our troops and to the
Iraqgi people and to the coalition forces
for the fact that a year ago this week
they began this effort to bring about
the liberation of the people of Iraq, and
there has been tremendous success.

We often hear of the negatives, Mr.
Speaker, but | think it is important, as
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has pointed
out time and time again, we are seeing
schools rebuilt. We are seeing all kinds
of very, very positive developments,
even though we deal with some serious
challenges.

So, Mr. Speaker, my message as we
prepare for consideration of this rule,
which will be debated for an hour and
then we will have 4 hours of debate
which will allow for a wide range of
views to come forward, | hope that at
the end of the day, the United States
House of Representatives will stand
firmly behind our troops and this effort
which we mark the anniversary of
right now.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. RES. 557, RELATING TO
THE LIBERATION OF THE IRAQI
PEOPLE AND THE VALIANT
SERVICE OF THE UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES AND CO-
ALITION FORCES

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, | call
up House Resolution 561 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 561

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the resolution (H. Res. 557) relat-
ing to the liberation of the Iraqi people and
the valiant service of the United States
Armed Forces and Coalition forces. The reso-
lution shall be considered as read for amend-
ment. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the resolution and pre-
amble to final adoption without intervening
motion except: (1) four hours of debate equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on International Relations or their
designee; and (2) one motion to recommit
which may not contain instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of House Res-
olution 557 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the resolution to a time des-
ignated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAss). The gentleman from California
(Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Fort Lauderdale (Mr.
HASTINGS) pending which | yield myself
such time as | may consume. During
consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purposes of de-
bate only.

Mr. Speaker, 1 year ago, our brave
servicemen and -women began a mili-
tary operation that brought freedom
for tens of millions, toppled one of the
most despicable regimes in the history
of the world, and strengthened the na-
tional security for the American peo-
ple.

Operation Iragi Freedom was, and
continues to be, a military success of
the highest order. Within 4 weeks from
the start of operations on March 19 of
last year, the U.S. military had won
unqualified victory. Saddam Hussein
and his Baathist regime could no
longer terrorize the lraqgi people who
were finally free to act, do and say as
they pleased for the first time in dec-
ades.

Mr. Speaker, there is no question
that Saddam Hussein endangered world
security. He posed a threat to his peo-
ple, his region and the international
community. Trusting the intentions of
a man who started two wars, gassed his
own people, and supported inter-
national terrorism would have been
grossly irresponsible.

As weapons inspector David Kay has
said, we know Saddam Hussein wanted
weapons of mass destruction, we know
he was attempting to resuscitate his il-
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licit programs, and we know with cer-
tainty who he viewed his greatest
enemy to be.

In a world where Iran can buy its way
to a nuclear program with assistance
from Pakistan’s top nuclear scientist,
combined with Saddam’s access to il-
licit oil revenue, the fact that weapons
of mass destruction have not yet been
found in Iraq is hardly proof that Sad-
dam Hussein did not want to severely
hurt our country. Moreover, American
national security has been solidified by
the military action that was under-
taken last year.

Mr. Speaker, does anyone really be-
lieve that Iran would be cooperating
with international nuclear inspectors
today if we had not launched this mili-
tary operation? Does anyone really be-
lieve that North Korea would be en-
gaged in six-party talks over the future
of their nuclear program if the United
States had not deposed Saddam Hus-
sein? Does anyone really believe that
Muammar Qaddafi, as recalcitrant in
his defiance to the international com-
munity as ever a dictator has been,
would have willingly come to the
United States and Britain and declared
that he wanted to end his illicit weap-
ons programs had the American mili-
tary not marched into Baghdad?

Mr. Speaker, Operation lIraqi Free-
dom sent an unmistakable signal to
the rest of the world’s tyrannical lead-
ers: Either play by the rules or face the
consequences.

Now, the events of September 11
taught us that we cannot allow threats
to arrive on our shores before we com-
bat them. If other Nations wish to keep
their head in the sand about the dan-
gers of proliferation and terrorism,
that is their prerogative, but we can-
not and could not afford to take that
chance.

To those who complain of the cost of
war and its aftermath, | simply will
note that estimates of the cost of con-
taining Saddam and his successors, as
some have argued we should have done,
are upwards of six times the dollar
amount we have spent on war and re-
construction thus far, and significantly
higher in terms of human lives lost.

Because of the heroic action of our
military, the lIraqi threat has been
mitigated efficiently and a new dawn
has begun for the people of Iraq.

Earlier this month, lIraqi leaders
signed the transitional administrative
law into effect. It establishes an Iraqi
law, a bill of fundamental human
rights and paves the way for lIraqi de-
mocracy.

Perhaps more important than the
signing of the law itself, was the agree-
ment of Suni, Shiite, and Kurdish lead-
ers to sign the document. While dif-
ferences amongst them remain, and the
road ahead will be difficult, it is clear
they are acting with the best interests
of the new Irag and its people firmly in
mind.

I should say our colleague, the gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is
going to, in her remarks today, tell a
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