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Work, was an counselor/caseworker at the
Bexar County Mental Health and Mental Re-
tardation from 1971-1974 and 1978-1980.
The result of this training is that Congressman
RODRIGUEZ recognized that social workers
play an invaluable role within our Nation’s so-
cial service infrastructure. In 2004, he reintro-
duced H.R. 3887, the National Center for So-
cial Work Research Act, which would establish
a research center within the National Institutes
of Health. Congressman RODRIGUEZ has con-
tinued working to encourage NIH to better in-
tegrate social work research into their mission.
In 2002, he helped secure language in a con-
gressional appropriations bill directing NIH to
develop a social work research plan.

CIRO has held a long and distinguished ca-
reer receiving numerous awards such as the
National Hispanic Medical Association’s Lead-
ership Award given earlier this year by the Na-
tional Hispanic Medical Association for his
leadership and his initiative on Hispanic health
disparities. He earned the 2003-2002 Com-
munity Health Super Hero Award from the Na-
tional Association of Community Health Cen-
ters, Inc. and Health Centers from the State of
Texas recognizes the Congressman’s strong
and consistent support for health centers and
the patients they serve in communities across
the country throughout the Second Session of
the 107th Congress.

| along with the other members of the Texas
Congressional Delegation have been honored
to serve alongside CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ. Al-
though we will miss his friendship and leader-
ship, | am sure that as he looks back upon his
illustrious career of civil service, he will be
proud to have served the constituents of 28th
Congressional District of Texas.

It has been such a privilege to serve with
Congressman MAX SANDLIN. As one of the
most compassionate Members of Congress,
he was recently appointed to serve on the
Ways and Means Committee, the most power-
ful and esteemed committee in the House.

Congressman MAX SANDLIN and | were
members of the Democratic Children and
Health Task Forces. Both he and | worked
hard to champion legislation that protected
working families with children. | have always
admired him for his strategic use of his posi-
tion to gain consensus among his colleagues,
identify important issues, and formulate policy.

As a Member from an urban district in
Texas, | could always count on Congressman
MAX SANDLIN to add the voice of rural America
and fiscal responsibility to the leadership of
the Democratic Party.

As we faced the harsh injustices of redis-
tricting, Congressman SANDLIN stood strong,
redoubled his efforts to maintain what he be-
lieves in, and did not back down. Even though
he was not able to emerge victorious in this
cycle, | am confident that a man of his caliber
will return to public service.

| have had the honor and privilege of serv-
ing with Congressman JiM TURNER in the
House Select Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity. | always felt confident that as the ranking
member of the House Select Committee on
Homeland Security, JiIM was working to protect
the safety and security of the American people
in the war on terrorism. He lead the Demo-
cratic charge for the ushering in of several
pieces of important legislation that will help
this nation fight back against global terrorism
and keep our families safe.

Congressman TURNER retired after four
terms in Congress, a decision that | know as
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difficult. Unfortunately, we are not able to con-
trol all the events in our life, and Congress-
man TURNER did not have a fair or unbiased
chance for reelection.

A longtime fiscal conservative, Congress-
man TURNER was the cochair of the “Blue
Dog” Coalition. In addition, his work in Con-
gress focuses on promoting economic devel-
opment and forestry in east Texas. He con-
tinues to work for senior citizens through his
sponsorship of legislation to lower prescription
drug costs.

| have always enjoyed working with Con-
gressman TURNER, who was able to bridge the
partisan divide and make friends on both sides
of the aisle. | wish you the best of luck in the
future.

| am honored to be here today to speak on
behalf of my colleague, CHRIS BELL. Our dis-
tricts border one another in Houston, so | have
been privileged to know and work with CHRIS
BELL during his time in Congress. Similar to
my own background, CHRIS BELL is a former
Houston City Council Member. Congressman
BELL has earned a reputation as an inde-
pendent thinker with a common sense ap-
proach to governing. He has built an excep-
tional public service career around defending
the truth, championing the people’s issues and
maintaining the integrity of public office.

During the Enron debacle that affected thou-
sands of Houstonian’s, Congressman BELL
and former Democratic Leader Dick GEP-
HARDT, held a town hall meeting calling for
corporate employee retirement security and
executive accountability. Additionally, BELL ex-
ecuted a citywide campaign to educate em-
ployees on the importance of diversification of
assets. Congressman CHRIS BELL is an out-
standing example of what it means to stand
up for truth, something that | will always ad-
mire in him. He has taken a stand against un-
ethical actions in this body and the public
owes him a debt of gratitude for that. Con-
gressman BELL, | applaud you for your
groundbreaking courage.

Congressman BELL's leadership qualities
have been noticed by many, particularly by
Democratic Whip STENY HOYER, who ap-
pointed him as a “Senior Whip.” There is a
large void to fill with Congressman BELL's de-
parture.

In closing, | would like to quote Booker T.
Washington, who said, “Character, not cir-
cumstances, makes the man.”

Gentlemen, again, thank you very much for
your service, leadership, and friendship.
Please know that | will always be happy to
“yield back the remainder of my time to you if
you ever need me.” The best of luck to you
and your respective families in your future
lives.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and to submit written
statements on the subject matter of
my Special Order this evening.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings on H. Res. 853 and H.R. 5382
will resume tomorrow.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 53 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
] 0018

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HoBSON) at 12 o’clock and
18 minutes a.m.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4818,
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2005

Mr. YOUNG of Florida submitted the
following conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 4818) making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, ex-
port financing, and related programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2005, and for other purposes:

[The conference report will be print-
ed in a future edition of the RECORD.]

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. KIND (at the request of Ms.
PELosI) for today after 7:00 p.m. and
the balance of the week on account of
a prior family commitment.

Mr. ROTHMAN (at the request of Ms.
PELoOsI) for today on account of a fam-
ily obligation.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CUMMINGS) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
STUPAK, for 5 minutes, today.
PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
ORTIZ, for 5 minutes, today.
DOGGETT, for 5 minutes, today.
REYES, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GONzALEZ, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas,
for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. HINOJOSA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EDWARDS, for 5 minutes, today.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BALLENGER) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. WiLsoN of South Carolina, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. BoozMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WALSH, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Member (at his own re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks
and include extraneous material:)

Mr. GILCHREST, for 5 minutes, today.

————
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1217. An act to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to intensify pro-
grams with respect to research and related
activities concerning falls among older
adults; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

——
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of
the House of the following titles, which
were thereupon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1113. An act to authorize an exchange
of land at Fort Frederica National Monu-
ment, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1417. An act to amend title 17, United
States Code, to replace copyright arbitration
royalty panels with Copyright Royalty
Judges, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1446. An act to support the efforts of
the California Missions Foundation to re-
store and repair the Spanish colonial and
mission-era missions in the State of Cali-
fornia and to preserve the artworks and arti-
facts of these missions, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1964. An act to assist the States of
Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, and
Pennsylvania in conserving priority lands
and natural resources in the Highlands re-
gion, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3936. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the authorization of
appropriations for grants to benefit homeless
veterans, to improve programs for manage-
ment and administration of veterans’ facili-
ties and health care programs, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 4516. An act to require the Secretary
of Energy to carry out a program of research
and development to advance high-end com-
puting.

H.R. 4593. An act to establish wilderness
areas, promote conservation, improve public
land, and provide for the high quality devel-
opment in Lincoln County, Nevada, and for
other purposes.

—————
SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 2986. An act to amend title 31 of the
United States Code to increase the public
debt limit.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 19 minutes
a.m.), the House adjourned until today,
Saturday, November 20, 2004, at 9 a.m.

————————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

11010. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Importation of Fruits and Vege-
tables [Docket No. 02-106-2] received Novem-
ber 15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Agriculture.

11011. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Pine Shoot Beetle Host Material
From Canada [Docket No. 00-073-2] (RIN:
0579-AB76) October 22, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

11012. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Bees and Related Articles
[Docket No. 98-109-2] (RIN: 0579-AB20) re-
ceived October 22, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

11013. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Oriental Fruit Fly; Designation
of Quarantined Area [Docket No. 04-106-1] re-
ceived November 17, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

11014. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, FSIS, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Nutrition Labeling; Nutrient Content Claims
on Multi-Serve, Meal-Type Meat and Poultry
Products [Docket No. 00-046F] (RIN: 0583-
ADO07) received November 5, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

11015. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
riculture Marketing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Walnuts Grown in California;
Decreased Assessment Rate [Docket No.
FV04-984-2 IFR] received November 15, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

11016. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
riculture Marketing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Marketing Order Regulating the
Handling of Spearmint Oil Produced in the
Far West; Revision of the Salable Quantity
and Allotment Percentage for Class 3 (Na-
tive) Spearmint Oil for the 2004-2005 Mar-
keting Year [Docket No. FV04-985-2 IFR] re-
ceived November 15, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

11017. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
riculture Marketing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Domestic Dates Produced or
Packed in Riverside County, CA; Increased
Assessment Rate [Docket No. FV04-987-2
IFR] received November 15, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

11018. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary for Acquisition, Technology, and Lo-
gistics, Department of Defense, transmitting
a FY 2003 report entitled, “Performance of
Commercial Activities,”” pursuant to 10
U.S.C.2461(g); to the Committee on Armed
Services.
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11019. A letter from the Director, Defense
Research and Engineering, Department of
Defense, transmitting Notification of intent
to obligate funds for test projects for inclu-
sion in the Fiscal Year 2005 Foreign Com-
parative Testing (FCT) Program, pursuant to
10 U.S.C. 2350a(g); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

11020. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — TRICARE;
Changes Included in the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002,
(NDAA-02), and a Technical Correction In-
cluded in the NDAA-03 (RIN: 0720-AA89) re-
ceived October 22, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

11021. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Federal
Prison Industries — Deletion of Duplicative
Text [DFARS Case 2004-D005] received No-
vember 9, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

11022. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement;
Transisiton of Weapons-Related Prototype
Projects to Follow-On Contracts [DFARS
Case 2003-D106] received November 9, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

11023. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Publi-
cizing Contract Actions [DFARS Case 2003-
DO016] received November 9, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

11024. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Sealed
Bidding [DFARS Case 2003-D076] received No-
vember 9, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

11025. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Research
and Development Contracting [DFARS Case
2003-D067] received Novemebr 9, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

11026. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Con-
tractor Qualifications Relating to Contract
Placement [DFARS Case 2003-D011] received
November 9, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

11027. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulations Supplement; Insurance
[DFARS Case 2003-D037] received November
9, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

11028. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulations Supplement; Acquisi-
tion of Commercial Items [DFARS Case 2003-
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