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issues such as the right of homeless individ-
uals to gain and maintain access to the fran-
chise, developing the process for compliance 
with the National Voter Registration Act, Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, the support of the right of college stu-
dents to register and vote, and the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act. 

During his long tenure on the Board, he has 
led the expansion of voting precincts to pro-
vide greater voter accessibility for disabled 
and elderly voters leading the District of Co-
lumbia to be the first major jurisdiction in the 
United States to provide dual voting systems 
in the polling place allowing blind and other 
disabled voters to vote in privacy and secrecy 
without assistance. 

He has also led the Office of Campaign Fi-
nance to successfully revive and stabilize pro-
grams which were formerly dormant and ad-
dressed a backlog of cases that existed at the 
time of his first appointment as Chairman re-
garding investigative matters. 

He has insisted on education for voters, 
candidates, and the public at-large regarding 
campaign finance and conflict of interest laws 
and on imposing and collecting fines to en-
force the ethics laws in the District of Colum-
bia. 

Mr. Wilson has done outstanding work at 
the District of Columbia Board of Elections 
and Ethics, sometimes under trying conditions. 
For example, the Board conducted a flawless 
election with new voting machines that had 
never been used before when the two leading 
candidates for Mayor of the city were write-in 
candidates. He successfully led the Board and 
its staff during an extremely difficult period. 

In addition to his service on the District of 
Columbia Board of Elections and Ethics, Mr. 
Wilson has actively served the community by 
serving as the former Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Healthy Babies, Incorporated; 
former Co-Chairman of the Washington Law-
yers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under the 
Law; former Chairman of the Board of the 
Dwight Mosley Foundation; and former Chair-
man of the Advisory Board of WAMU public 
radio. 

I commend Mr. Wilson for his volunteer pub-
lic service to the citizens of the District of Co-
lumbia. 

f 

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF 
MICAELA CONNERY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2003 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the extraordinary dedi-
cation of a young woman from West Hartford, 
Micaela Connery, who has been awarded the 
2004 Prudential Spirit of the Community 
Award. This award program was created five 
years ago and is part of a broad initiative by 
Prudential to encourage young people to be-
come involved in community service. This 
year’s honorees received national recognition, 
a $1,000 cash award, and an engraved silver 
medallion. 

Among the 20,000 applicants, Micaela is 
one of only 104 students who received the 
Prudential Spirit of the Community Award for 
her acts of volunteerism. As a sophomore at 

Conard High School, Micaela was inspired by 
her cousin with special needs and single- 
handedly created a program that showcases 
the talents of students with and without special 
needs in theatrical performances. The first 
production of Micaela’s Unified Theater, con-
sisting of 20 students, half with special needs 
and half without, raised over $500 in dona-
tions. The success of Micaela’s hard work has 
spread throughout Connecticut and lead to the 
formation of Unified Theater, Inc. which pro-
vides start-up assistance to other schools. 

Micaela demonstrates the highest level of 
compassion, dedication and achievement 
among the youth today. As a young adult, she 
already understands the positive nature of 
community as she describes through her work 
in the program, ‘‘every member is an equal. 
Every member works together in equal col-
laboration. What makes Unified Theater dif-
ferent is that we see ability where others see 
disability.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in thanking and honoring Miss 
Micaela Connery for her inspiration and dedi-
cation to the West Hartford Community. 
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THANKING THE STUDENTS OF AL-
COTT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR 
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my gratitude to three class-
rooms at Alcott Elementary School in San 
Diego: Mrs. Dee Murphy’s class in Room B– 
4, Ms. Natalie Crain’s class in Room 9, and 
Ms. Cindy Weiss’ class in Room 20. All of the 
children in these three classes sent letters of 
support to my District Director, Nathan Fletch-
er, who is a Marine Corps reservist currently 
deployed in Iraq. 

The students’ letters included words of sup-
port, and reminders of San Diego for Nathan 
and his unit who are deployed out of Camp 
Pendleton. Their letters included funny jokes, 
anecdotes about the students’ families and 
pets, praise for our armed forces for their ef-
forts to keep America safe, and thanks for 
their work to liberate the children and people 
of Iraq. 

Mrs. Murphy’s class also sent ‘‘Flat Stanley’’ 
to visit with Nathan in Iraq. In the book, Flat 
Stanley, by Jeff Brown, Stanley is squashed 
flat by a falling bulletin board. One of the 
many advantages is that Flat Stanley can now 
visit his friends by traveling in an envelope. 
Flat Stanley has joined Nathan on patrols, and 
has sent pictures back to Mrs. Murphy’s class 
from his many adventures. The students also 
sent books and newspapers, and some small 
snacks and treats. 

I am so proud and appreciative of the stu-
dents from Alcott Elementary. Their simple act 
of sending a letter has lifted the spirits of Na-
than’s Unit. In the midst of many long monoto-
nous days, while our troops are missing their 
families and loved ones at home, these letters 
reminded our marines from Camp Pendleton 
of the wonderful things that wait for them 
when they arrive back home. At the same 
time, the students are learning about events in 
the world. I also hope that this exchange will 

help the students to better understand how 
very fortunate they are to live in America. 
Many of the children in Iraq have no shoes, 
and poor medical care (if any). There isn’t 
enough room for everyone to attend schools, 
so often the girls go to school in the morning 
and the boys go to school in the afternoon. 
Through their interaction with Nathan, the stu-
dents of Alcott Elementary are catching a 
glimpse of the lives of a handful of Iraqi chil-
dren. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
the students of Alcott Elementary for their sup-
port of our troops. Their letters and gifts have 
helped to remind our troops that America 
stands firmly behind them and anxiously 
awaits their safe return home. 
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HONORING LANCE CORPORAL 
JAMES A. CASPER 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, throughout 
our history, when our country called, millions 
of American men and women have made the 
ultimate sacrifice so that our Nation could 
enjoy peace and prosperity. From Bunker Hill 
to Baghdad, many of America’s best and 
brightest have paid the price of our freedom 
with their lives, leaving behind their friends, 
their families and their futures. 

Recently, the Fifth Congressional District of 
Texas lost one of our best. Lance Corporal 
James A. Casper of Coolidge, Texas, was a 
twenty-year-old Marine assigned to 2nd Bat-
talion, 11th Marines, 1st Division, who lost his 
life near Al Asad, Iraq, while serving his coun-
try in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Lance Corporal Casper served this country 
well, as did the other brave men and women 
who have lost their lives in Iraq, helping to 
fight our enemies far away in order to prevent 
them from attacking us again here at home. 
Undoubtedly, it is through their sacrifice that 
future generations of Americans and others 
will enjoy freedom from terror. 

As our families and friends gather together 
this Memorial Day to enjoy barbeques and 
baseball games, let us not forget the solemn 
purpose for this national day of remembrance. 

Freedom is not free—it comes at an incred-
ible cost. Today, let us show our deep appre-
ciation for those who fought for our freedom 
and let us honor those, like Lance Corporal 
Casper, who died defending it. Let us com-
mend their courage, their patriotism, their 
service and their sacrifice. 

In the words of President Ronald Reagan, 
‘‘We will always remember. We will always be 
proud. We will always be prepared, so we 
may always be free.’’ 
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IN HONOR OF M.R.C. GREENWOOD 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of both 
Members representing Santa Cruz County, 
California, myself and Representative ANNA G. 
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ESHOO, I rise today to honor M.R.C. Green-
wood, former Chancellor of the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, and a dedicated mem-
ber of the Santa Cruz community. Ms. Green-
wood has recently left her position at UCSC to 
become Provost and Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs for the University of California. I 
rise today to honor her contributions both to 
UCSC and to the community of Santa Cruz 
County. 

As soon as she stepped foot on the UCSC 
campus in June of 1996, Ms. Greenwood 
began revolutionizing the institution. During 
her tenure, she was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Baskin School of Engineering, as 
well as two new colleges on campus. As an 
accomplished scientist herself, Ms Greenwood 
was responsible for the development of many 
fine research institutions including the Institute 
for Advanced Feminist Research, the STEPS 
Institute for Innovation in Environmental Re-
search, the Center for Justice Tolerance, and 
Community, and the Center for Ocean Health. 
By the end of her tenure, academic programs 
had been enhanced and enlarged and grad-
uate and undergraduate enrollment increased 
to more than 14,000 students. With the cam-
pus now reaching a regional annual economic 
impact of almost $1 billion, her leadership has 
proven advantageous not only to the students 
at the university, but to the local community as 
well. 

In addition to her dedication to the campus 
and academic life, Ms. Greenwood has also 
made important contributions to our local com-
munity. As member of the Board of Directors 
of Sutter Hospital, the Second Harvest Food 
Bank, and the United Way of Santa Cruz 
County, Ms. Greenwood has earned the title 
of ‘‘Woman of the Year’’ from the Santa Cruz 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Speaker, Representative ESHOO and I 
would like to extend our gratitude to Ms. 
Greenwood for her friendship and dedicated 
service to the UC-Santa Cruz community. Her 
leadership has benefited the lives of countless 
students and has improved our community be-
yond our greatest expectations. We wish her 
the best of luck in her new role with the Uni-
versity and have no doubt that the entire Uni-
versity of California system will continue to 
flourish under her guidance. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
May 20, 2004, I was unable to vote on the 
Levin Substitute amendment to H.R. 4359, the 
Child Care Preservation and Expansion Act 
(rollcall 208). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Additionally Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, May 
20, 2004, I was unable to vote on passage of 
H.R. 4359 (rollcall 209). Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

IN HONOR OF THE GREAT NECK 
VIGILANT FIRE COMPANY 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Great Neck Vigilant Fire Com-
pany. On June 6th, a parade will be held in 
honor of the 100th Anniversary of the founding 
of this extraordinary organization. 

The rich history of sacrifice surrounding this 
courageous volunteer organization is a testa-
ment to the spirit that binds our communities 
together. Its medical personnel and firefighters 
have spent generations caring for their neigh-
bors. At this moment, as many as sixty thou-
sand individuals, including officers of the 
Unites States Merchant Marine Academy, de-
pend on these brave fire and rescue volun-
teers to stave off potential disaster. 

In their unflinching century of service to the 
people of New York, the members of the Vigi-
lant Fire Company have exemplified the re-
markable fortitude and courage America has 
come to associate with its firefighters. Self-
lessly volunteering to serve Great Neck and 
the surrounding communities, they have saved 
countless lives without expectations of reward. 

Adaptability and a willingness to be innova-
tive have long been hallmarks of this volunteer 
Company. It is often on the cutting edge of 
technological improvements in medical serv-
ices and fire-fighting techniques. The Vigilant 
Fire Company aided in September 11th dis-
aster relief and knows firsthand the value of 
preparedness. Under the leadership of Chief 
Conrad Singer, it has once again begun 
proactively engaging the community in plan-
ning for the unthinkable. 

It is an honor to represent such a collection 
of generous individuals. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues in the House to join me now in 
recognizing this exceptional group of citizens. 
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EXPRESSING THE GRATITUDE OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES TO ITS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN, THE HONORABLE 
CHARLES W. JOHNSON 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 20, 2004 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as many have 
already stated, and as many more Members 
are eager to express, Charlie Johnson’s de-
parture will be a loss to this great institution 
we serve, and which Charlie has served so 
well for an amazing 40 years. 

While a tremendous amount has changed in 
this country, and in this House, over the last 
40 years, one thing that has remained con-
stant is Charlie’s dedicated service to this 
great institution. 

Throughout his tenure, Charlie has been a 
wise counselor, a trusted confidant, and an 
impartial adjudicator who has served both par-
ties without pride or prejudice. He has served 
seven Speakers, and he has served each of 
them—and each of us—admirably. 

For those who don’t readily grasp the signifi-
cance of the role of Parliamentarian, it is the 

Parliamentarian who makes sure that we can 
continue to conduct the House’s business 
every hour of every day. 

Those visiting, or watching at home on C- 
Span, may understand the importance of the 
House Parliamentarian as Members come and 
go from the Speaker’s Chair. When they see 
Members in the Chair making procedural deci-
sions, they also see the Parliamentarian’s staff 
providing helpful advice on a timely basis. 

For those of us who serve in the House, the 
Parliamentarian is an absolute lifeline. He’s 
also the occasional judge, father confessor, 
and calm in the storm of the House floor as 
Members and parties seek to advance their 
own interests. 

Although it seems that we increasingly can’t 
find ourselves in agreement on many things, 
too many things for that matter, one thing that 
is beyond dispute is that Charlie has em-
bodied the ideal of the civil servant who tire-
lessly has served the interests of the Amer-
ican people. 

I, like so many others, am proud to have 
served with him. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on April 
28, 2004. I would like the record to show that, 
had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall vote 138. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 1, 2004 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Vote 
Number 182 on passage of H.R. 3722, the 
Undocumented Alien Emergency Medical As-
sistance Amendments of 2004, I inadvertently 
voted ‘‘yes’’ when I fully intended to vote ‘‘no.’’ 
The rush of constituent meetings off the floor 
at the time of this vote caused confusion re-
sulting in this erroneous vote. 
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FALLEN HEROES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 20, 2004 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, as Me-
morial Day approaches, today I rise to honor 
the many men and women who have died in 
the service to our great country. Throughout 
our nation’s history, men and women have 
fought for freedom and democracy; not only 
here in the United States, but also around the 
world. These people have put themselves in 
harm’s way and paid the ultimate sacrifice so 
that we can continue to live the lives that we 
do. 

This year’s anniversary has special meaning 
for two reasons. First, our country is again at 
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