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HONORING  WORKS OF CHAT-
TANOOGA BAR ASSOCIATION
AND CHATTANOOGA HUMAN

RIGHTS COMMISSION
HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, | arise today to
honor the works of the Chattanooga Bar Asso-
ciation and the Chattanooga Human Rights
Commission in my hometown of Chattanooga,
Tennessee and join them in celebrating the
CBA’s upcoming Law Day Luncheon on May
24, 2004. Law Day, USA is set aside each
year on May 1st by a joint resolution of Con-
gress and Presidential proclamation as an oc-
casion for honoring the place of law in our
lives. It is not a national holiday, nor is it a
“lawyer’s day.” Instead, Law Day is an occa-
sion for all Americans to learn more about our
law, our legal system, and our rights. It is also
a day to reflect on our legal heritage, our re-
sponsibilities as citizens, and the principles of
our democratic government. Law Day has
been a vital part of American life for several
generations. Law Day has celebrated our
great heritage of liberty, justice and equality
under law since it was first proclaimed in 1958
by President Eisenhower. Law Day gives us
the opportunity to reflect on how the law pro-
tects and guides America’s quest for equal
justice and equal opportunity, just as it permits
us to express our opinions, select our leaders,
worship where we choose, and pursue our
livelihood. Thanks to the freedoms guaranteed
by our Constitution, and protected by our laws
and courts, we Americans have the oppor-
tunity—unmatched anywhere in the world—to
develop our capabilities to the fullest.

This year, the Chattanooga Bar Association
and the Human Rights Commission will cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of one of the
United States Supreme Court’s most important
cases. Brown v. Board of Education, decided
on May 17, 1954, changed the civil rights
landscape in America forever. Brown showed
that resolute citizens, served by dedicated
lawyers, can strike powerful blows against so-
cial injustice through law and courts.

On May 24th, the Chattanooga Bar Associa-
tion will honor the legal community of Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee with their annual Law
Day Luncheon. The featured speaker is Cheryl
Brown Henderson. Mrs. Henderson is one of
the children of the late Reverend Oliver
Brown, namesake of the landmark U.S. Su-
preme Court decision of 1954. During the
luncheon, the Chattanooga Bar Association
will honor James R. Mapp with the 2005 “Lib-
erty Bell Award.” This award, given to a per-
son who is not in the legal profession, is one
of the CBA’s highest honors. The purpose of
the “Liberty Bell Award” is to recognize com-
munity service that has strengthened the
American system of freedom under law. In se-
lecting the recipient of this award, the Chat-
tanooga Bar Association considers activities
which: (1) promote a better understanding of
our Constitution and the Bill of Rights; (2) en-
courage a greater respect for the law and the
courts; (3) stimulate a deeper sense of indi-
vidual responsibility so that citizens recognize
their duties as well as their rights; (4) con-
tribute to the effective functioning of our insti-
tutions of governments; and (5) foster a better
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understanding and appreciation of the rule of
law. | ask all Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating
James R. Mapp for his contributions to the
Chattanooga community.

The winners of the Law Day Essay Contest,
which is open to all Hamilton County, private
and home school students, grades 9-12, are:
1st place winning the $2000 college scholar-
ship is Lindsay Frost of Girls Preparatory
School. The Second place winner is Stephanie
Liu of Girls Preparatory School. The Law Day
poetry contest is open to all Third through
Fifth graders of the same demographics. Win-
ning 1st place is Caroline Holloway of St. Pe-
ter's Episcopal School; 2nd place is Chris
Cooper of St. Peter's Episcopal School. The
Law Day art contest is open to all Kinder-
garten through Second graders of the same
demographics. Winning 1st place is Sloan
Lewis of St. Peter's Episcopal School; winning
2nd place is Lauren Hood of St. Peter's Epis-
copal School.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the United States House
of Representatives to join me in thanking the
Board of Governors of the Chattanooga Bar
Association for their contributions and commit-
ment to the legal profession and to the Chat-
tanooga community. The members of the
Board of Governors Executive Committee are:
Lynda Minks-Hood, Executive Director; Alan L.
Cates, President; Michael K. Alston, Presi-
dent-elect; Joseph R. White, Secretary-Treas-
urer; Honorable Rebecca J. Stern, Immediate
Past President. Board members include:
Marcia J. Eason, Steven W. Grant, James M.
Haley, IV, Wade A. Hinton, Steven M.
Jacoway, Jason L. Thomas and John M. Phil-
lips.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
ABIGAIL BURKE IRWIN

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in honor of Abigail Burke Irwin. Abi-
gail Burke Irwin has been called a fighter, an
inspiration, “a one-woman community.” | knew
her because she was my wife’s sister, the
mother of my two nephews, and the wife of
my friend and colleague Burke Irwin. In her
short life of 46 years, Abby touched the lives
of many people and made an indelible mark.
But it was in her last 13 years when she strug-
gled so valiantly against breast cancer that
she truly came into her own.

She refused against all odds to give up her
fight for life. But more importantly, she used
the time she was given to reach out and help
others who were also suffering. She packed
more into her short life than most people who
live to be twice her age. She started a breast
cancer support group and founded a local
chapter of an advocacy group for Asperger’s
Syndrome. She was an active and involved
mother and community member. Saddled with
mounting medical bills for constant chemo-
therapy and surgeries, she made wooden fur-
niture to sell, and later, when she was too
weak, she created jewelry and other crafts.

In the end, she willed herself to live, right up
to several days before her death on April 29,
2004, when she rallied her family to a back-
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yard picnic on one of the first warm spring
days. She wore a bright red hat and coat—red
was her favorite color—and she seemed so
happy to be alive and in the midst of her lov-
ing family.

Breast cancer affects so many lives. It is the
leading cause of cancer deaths for women
worldwide. We must be determined to con-
tinue the fight for increased access to health
care and prevention for all women, for contin-
ued funding of breast cancer research and for
extending Medicare to cover all cancer drugs.

Abby Irwin spent much of her precious time
and energy dealing with a flawed health care
system, trying to keep ahead of her bills,
struggling with the complexities and inadequa-
cies of health insurance. We could not save
her life, but hopefully we can save other
women from having to deal with the difficulties
she faced.

Abby was a fighter, but she never fought
only for herself. She always reached out to
help others struggling with life’s difficulties.
Ever the optimist, Abby never liked to report
just the bad news. She always added some-
thing good. The bad news for her many
friends and family members is that Abby has
left us. The good news is that because of her
strength and courage, her legacy—and her
fight—will live on.

——

NEUQUA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
MUSIC DEPARTMENT GRAMMY
SIGNATURE SCHOOL AWARD
WINNER

HON. JUDY BIGGERT

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Neuqua Valley High School’'s Music
Department. Recently, the Neuqua team was
named as one of the top high school music
departments in the country by the GRAMMY
Foundation’s 2004 Signature Schools pro-
gram.

Neuqua Valley High School was chosen out
of 20,000 public high schools from across the
country. The GRAMMY Foundation judged ap-
plicants on the basis of sample concert pro-
grams, repertoire, and recordings of school
concerts. In recognition of its achievement, the
music department will receive a $5,000 check
from the GRAMMY Foundation.

Being honored for excellence in music is
nothing new to Neuqua Valley High School.
Although the school opened its doors only 7
years ago, this is the second straight year,
and the third time overall, that its music de-
partment has been recognized by the
GRAMMY Foundation as part of the Signature
Schools program.

But Neuqua Valley High School’s successes
are not confined to its great music department.
During the current school year, students have
earned a number of honors for academic and
athletic achievements, including the state
championship for the boy’s soccer team, Na-
tional Scholastic Arts Competition scores for
four students, National Merit Scholarship
awards for two outstanding students.

Congratulations, Neuqua Valley High
School, for the outstanding achievements of
the boys and girls and men and women of
your excellent music department and for all of
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your other outstanding accomplishments. You
have our best wishes for continued success in
all you do.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE GREAT
LAKES PROTECTION AND RES-
TORATION COMMITTEE ACT

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
introduce legislation that will move our Nation
forward with increased environmental protec-
tion and restoration of the Great Lakes—the
Great Lakes Protection and Restoration Com-
mittee Act.

The Great Lakes are a national treasure
that we need to protect and restore. They con-
tain 95 percent of our nation’s surface fresh-
water, provide drinking water to millions of
people and form the backbone for billions of
dollars in shipping, trade, fishing and recre-
ation. Progress has been made in improving
environmental conditions in the Great Lakes
Basin, but the lakes continue to face many
threats, including pollution from contaminated
sediments, stormwater and agricultural runoff,
the introduction of invasive species, wetlands
and coastal habitat loss, and pollutants
washed into the lakes from the atmosphere.

While several federal, state, provincial and
local programs have been developed to ad-
dress these problems, these strategies are not
well coordinated. According to an April 2003
GAO Report, “no one overarching strategy or
plan unifies these strategies in the pursuit of
a common goal. . . An overarching strategy
for the basin is needed to establish restoration
goals, outline how restoration will occur, iden-
tify the resources needed to achieve restora-
tion, assign accountability for restoration, and
provide a mechanism for measuring progress
for achieving goals.”

This week, President Bush signed an Exec-
utive Order that establishes a task force to im-
prove the coordination of federal agency ef-
forts and to reach out to state, local, and pri-
vate partners to develop consistent policies
and strategies for Great Lakes restoration. |
strongly support the action taken by President
Bush, EPA Administrator Leavitt, and Council
on Environmental Quality Chairman
Connaughton because it will help bring col-
laboration among the broad collection of exist-
ing resources and programs in the region.

Next we need comprehensive legislation to
continue to move us forward. The Great Lakes
Protection and Restoration Committee Act will
provide a path forward by bringing together all
of the stakeholders in the basin, led by the
Great Lakes State governors with the aid of
relevant federal agency officials, tribal rep-
resentatives, scientific experts and environ-
mental and industry stakeholders. The Com-
mittee created by the legislation will develop a
specific and comprehensive strategy for the
purpose of protecting, preserving and restoring
the Great Lakes.

Specifically, the task force will:

Assess accomplishments from current pro-
grams over the past 10 years;

Analyze the prospects for achieving restora-
tion goals under current programs and authori-
ties for the next 10 years;
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Prioritize restoration goals identified by the
Great Lakes governors;

Develop specific, measurable benchmarks
for achieving those goals;

Recommend legislative options for obtaining
such additional authority and funding as are
necessary to achieve those goals;

Suggest methods to improve coordination
among the existing federal, state, provincial,
local, and non-governmental programs oper-
ating in the Great Lakes; and

Report to Congress and the President in
one year on its findings and recommenda-
tions.

My goal is that the task force will develop a
comprehensive, strategic protection and res-
toration program to bring together and coordi-
nate the plethora of smaller programs that we
have in place now.

This serious and measured approach mir-
rors the steps taken in other large ecosystem
restoration projects such as the Everglades
and Chesapeake Bay. Due to the complexity
of those restoration initiatives, which cross
over many jurisdictional lines, environmental
challenges and scientific disciplines, it was es-
sential to have an overall strategic plan in
place to guide activities and funding decisions
over long periods of time. The Great Lakes
Basin is significantly larger and the environ-
mental challenges substantially more complex
than in those ecosystems. We need an over-
arching strategy in place to accomplish our vi-
sion to protect and restore the lakes.

A lack of adequate funding is certainly an
impediment to successful cleanup efforts, but
improved program coordination and operation
under a comprehensive strategic plan is an
essential first step. The Great Lakes Protec-
tion and Restoration Committee Act will move
Great Lakes restoration forward to help protect
and clean up this global treasure. | urge all of
my colleagues to support this legislation.

———

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF
THE STATE OF ISRAEL, MR.
MOSHE KATSAV, AT THE PRESI-
DENT’S PALACE IN BERLIN,
APRIL 28, 2004

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | recently at-
tended the Conference on Anti-Semitism of
the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) in Berlin from April 28-29,
2004. | was privileged to attend as part of the
official U.S. delegation, in my capacity as the
Ranking Member of the Commission on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), com-
monly known as the Helsinki Commission. |
was pleased to give a speech at the Berlin
Conference, after visiting the concentration
camps in Auschwitz, on the importance of
fighting intolerance and speaking out against
acts of anti-Semitism. Secretary of State Colin
Powell attended the Conference and spoke
forcefully about the need to combat anti-Semi-
tism. Mr. LANTOS of California, the Ranking
Member of the International Relations Com-
mittee, has already introduced Secretary Pow-
ell's statement into the RECORD. The 55 Par-
ticipating States of the OSCE adopted a
strong action plan, the Berlin Declaration,
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which lays out specific steps for states to take
regarding Holocaust education, data collection
and monitoring of hate crimes against Jews,
and improved coordination between non-gov-
ernmental organizations and European law en-
forcement agencies.

During our Conference, on the evening of
April 28, President Johannes Rau of Germany
hosted a dinner for the President of the State
of lIsrael Moshe Katsav. President Katsav
spoke powerfully about the need to combat
the rising tide of anti-Semitism throughout the
world. Let me just highlight one section of
President Katsav’s remarks:

The violence against the Jews in Europe is
evidence that anti-Semitism, which we have
not known since the Second World War, is on
the rise. This trend of the new anti-Semitism
is a result of the aggressive propaganda,
made possible by modern technologies,
globalization and abuse of democracy and
which creates an infrastructure for devel-
oping and increasing anti-Semitism, of a
kind we have not known before * * * Many
times I have heard voices saying that anti-
Semitism is not unique and that it is no dif-
ferent from other kinds of racism. Anti-Sem-
itism should indeed receive special atten-
tion. Hatred against the Jews has existed for
many generations and it is rooted in many
cultures and continents through the world.
However, now anti-Semitism has become an
instrument for achieving political aims * * *
The genocide of the Jews was the result of
anti-Semitism and was not caused by a war
between countries or a territorial conflict
and, therefore, anti-Semitism is a special
danger for world Jewry and the whole of Eu-
rope.

Let me draw my colleagues attention to a
particularly important part of the Berlin Dec-
laration, in which the OSCE participating
States “declare[d] unambiguously that inter-
national development of political issues, in-
cluding those in Israel or elsewhere in the
Middle East, never justify anti-Semitism.” Let
me be clear that | am not seeking to suppress
legitimate criticism of Israel, just as | would not
seek to silence those who criticize the policies
of the U.S. Government. However, when indi-
viduals criticize the very existence of the Jew-
ish state, equate Zionism with racism, and
compare the lIsraeli Government to the Nazi
regime, then all of us must say together: this
is anti-Semitism, and you have crossed the
line.

Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
the full text of the Israeli President’s remarks
at the President’s Palace in Berlin be placed
in the RECORD, and | urge my colleagues to
read President Katsav’s thoughtful remarks.
ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE STATE OF

ISRAEL, MR. MOSHE KATSAV, AT THE PRESI-

DENT’S PALACE IN BERLIN

Mr. President, Ministers,
Guests, Heads of Delegations:

It is very difficult and sad for me to stand
here today in Berlin, 60 years after the Holo-
caust and to speak about anti-Semitism and
the ways of fighting against it.

We, world Jewry, believed that after the
terrible events of the Holocaust, it would not
be necessary to struggle against anti-Semi-
tism.

We believed that the world would not allow
anti-Semitism to raise its head.

We believed that anti-Semitism belonged
to the old world and to distant history.

We very much appreciate this gathering in
Berlin. This step to fight anti-Semitism
sends a very important message that this
issue has a significant place in the European

Distinguished
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