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HONORING GERALDINE CATHERINE 

MURPHY 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Geraldine Catherine Murphy upon 
her retirement after 40 years of teaching the 
children of our community. 

After graduating from Marygrove College in 
1964, Ms. Murphy taught the students of SS. 
Peter and Paul School in Detroit until 1998. 
During this time, she served on many edu-
cational committees, including the committee 
which wrote the Language Arts/English cur-
riculum for the Archdiocese of Detroit. 

In 1998, Ms. Murphy came to the edu-
cational community at St. Edith in Livonia. 
There is no doubt, her wisdom and guidance 
were a great asset to our community. The im-
pact she had upon St. Edith will be felt for 
many years to come, as she will be sorely 
missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to Geraldine Catherine Murphy, upon her 
retirement after 40 years of teaching, for her 
fine service to our community and our country. 

f 

HONORING MARK EARL OF SPRING 
HILL, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor my constituent, 
Mark Earl of Spring Hill, Florida. 

Mr. Earl will be recognized this evening at 
the Hope Awards Benefit for his work on find-
ing missing children. He will receive the 
Charles B. Wang International Children’s 
Award, given annually by the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children. 

In 1994, Mark’s concern and vision prompt-
ed him to establish a Missing Children’s Board 
in the Walmart store where he worked. Two 
years later, Walmart expanded on his initiative 
and installed Missing Children’s Boards na-
tion-wide. He was promoted to District Loss 
Prevention Supervisor, and his efforts have re-
sulted in the recovery of over 100 children. 

On behalf of these children, their families, 
and my entire constituency, I would like to for-
mally praise Mark Earl on the floor of this 
House. His initiative and dedication to his 
community are to be commended. I am proud 
to call him my constituent and eager to honor 
him in person this evening. 

f 

VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS: A 
TRIBUTE TO ARBOR DAY 

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Village of Western Springs, 
a township located in the Third Congressional 
District of Illinois. The Village of Western 

Springs officially proclaimed April 30, 2004 as 
Arbor Day, a special day to set aside for the 
planting of trees. 

This year, Western Springs was recognized 
and awarded the prestigious title of Tree City 
USA by the Arbor Day Foundation. It is cer-
tainly an occasion worthy of special recogni-
tion, as Western Springs has shown a commit-
ment and dedication to Arbor Day by planting 
trees and caring for their woodlands. 

Village President John Kravcik publicly de-
clared April 30 as the official Arbor Day for the 
Village of Western Springs. I was privileged to 
take part in the Western Springs Arbor Day 
ceremony with the students of McClure Junior 
High School, Principal John Chick, Vice Prin-
cipal Matt Castle and the citizens of Western 
Springs. We were honored with the presence 
of the Western Springs Garden Club, including 
Ann Gindorf and President Mary Kubalanza, 
Fred Rodriguez and Jack Lund of the Western 
Springs Memorial V.F.W. Post 10778, and Fa-
ther Tom Bernas of St. Richard’s Parish who 
offered the ceremony’s prayer. 

I would like to pay special tribute to the 
Arbor Day essay winners Jenni Breslin, 
Schuyler Hilton, and Nicky Galvez, who 
shared their literary works to commemorate 
this day. It is essential for children to learn the 
importance and value of trees to the environ-
ment and our community, in order to ensure 
future generations will enjoy greener, 
healthier, and more beautiful places. The stu-
dents of McClure Junior High School dis-
played their commitment to protecting and pro-
moting the community’s natural beauty by 
planting a tree on school grounds during the 
ceremony. 

In the 128 years since its founding, Arbor 
Day has become a holiday celebrated in cities 
across America and nations throughout the 
world. Arbor Day draws particular attention to 
the part trees play in our lives and in the sig-
nificant ways they beautify and enrich our 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the people 
of Western Springs are taking the time to cele-
brate Arbor Day. I wish them the best of suc-
cess in their tree-planting efforts and I strongly 
hope that more Americans will follow their 
positive example. 

f 

SALUTE TO JOHN RYAN, SR. 

HON. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate one of 
my constituents from Cortland County, New 
York, John Ryan Sr., for 51 exceptional years 
of service to the Homer Fire Department. Mr. 
Ryan Joined the Homer Fire Department in 
1953, upon his return from service in the Ko-
rean War. His commitment to public service 
for his country and his community is un-
matched. 

His father was a volunteer firefighter and 
served as fire chief in the 1940’s. Mr. Ryan 
also served as fire chief for four years begin-
ning in 1970. He has presided over the 
Cortland County Fire Chiefs Association and 
the County Fire Advisory Board. The love of 
firefighting has been passed down to his chil-
dren and grandchildren, as his son, John 

Ryan Jr., serves as the current fire chief and 
his other sons, Steve and Mike, also serve as 
firefighters. His granddaughter was the fourth 
generation Ryan to belong to the fire depart-
ment before she moved from the area. 

It is this kind of dedication and commitment 
to community that makes John Ryan Sr. such 
a legacy in Homer, NY. Not only has he an-
swered the call to community service, but he 
has also instilled that same spirit in his chil-
dren and grandchildren. I thank Mr. Ryan for 
his years of service, and I know the town of 
Homer thanks him as well. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COACH RICK 
ORTEGA’S ELECTION INTO THE 
NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Coach Rick Ortega of St. Mark’s School 
of Texas. I am pleased to represent St. Mark’s 
in Congress, and have been impressed with 
the quality of education produced by the 
school. My oldest son Bill currently attends St. 
Mark’s, and one of the staffers in my Wash-
ington office is an alumnus of this college pre-
paratory school. 

Coach Ortega has been a valued member 
of the faculty since coming to St. Mark’s in 
1982. Now in his third decade of service to St. 
Mark’s, Coach Ortega has been elected as a 
member of the Class of 2004 for the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame in Stillwater, Okla-
homa. I am very proud of Coach Ortega’s 
election, and I know firsthand the quality of the 
wrestling program at St. Mark’s. My son Bill is 
currently in the middle school wrestling pro-
gram and the results of the wrestling program 
speak volumes to Coach Ortega’s dedication 
to the young men that he educates. 

Wrestling is one of the few sports that a 
small school such as St. Mark’s can compete 
in against larger high schools in Texas that 
have thousands of students. From 1992 to 
1994, St. Mark’s ‘‘three-peated’’ as Texas 
High School Wrestling Champions. St. Mark’s 
three straight championships could not have 
been possible without the leadership and dedi-
cation of Coach Ortega and the many wres-
tlers that he inspires on a daily basis. 

During his time at St. Mark’s and his prior 
stint as the Head Wrestling Coach at Burges 
High School in El Paso, Texas, Coach Ortega 
has amassed an impressive winning record. In 
his 32 years of coaching, he has an overall 
dual meet record of 532 wins compared with 
only 80 losses. He won seven Texas State 
Championships, and five Prep State Cham-
pionships. This is in addition to being Texas 
State Runner’s up six times. During his time at 
St. Mark’s, Coach Ortega has won 18 South-
west Prepatory Championships in 22 seasons, 
a very impressive record in the conference. 
On the individual level, Rick Ortega has 
coached 59 state champion wrestlers, and 53 
prep all-Americans. 

Coach Ortega himself was a State Wrestling 
Champion in New Mexico in 1966. He has a 
natural love for wrestling and for those that 
pursue the sport. Coach Ortega inspires dis-
cipline on the mats, and an emphasis on nutri-
tional wellness off of the mats. His personal 
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commitment to scholarship, sportsmanship, 
and excellence has served the school well 
throughout his career. I congratulate Coach 
Ortega on this important accomplishment, and 
I wish him all the best for continued success 
at St. Mark’s. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BROWN v. BOARD 
OF EDUCATION 

HON. DIANE E. WATSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
Brown versus Board of Education Supreme 
Court decision and to call on this administra-
tion and Congress to further renew the goals 
and visions laid out by this monumental case. 

On May 17, 1954, the United States Su-
preme Court announced in Brown versus 
Board of Education that ‘‘in the field of edu-
cation, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has 
no place.’’ In the half century that followed, 
This pivotal decision ushered in a new era, 
leading to the gradual elimination of State- 
sponsored racism. Specifically, it established 
the legal and moral framework for the civil and 
voting rights legislation of the 1960s that dras-
tically expanded the Constitution’s promise of 
‘‘equal protection’’ to all spheres of public life. 

However, few people today would claim that 
the promises of Brown have been fulfilled. 
There is no doubt that the disturbing phe-
nomenon of ‘‘white flight’’ in the North and 
‘‘segacademies’’ in the South following efforts 
at integration created new forms of segrega-
tion along economic, and all too often, racial 
lines. As a recent study by the Harvard Civil 
Rights Project indicates, 70 percent of African- 
American children today attend schools that 
are predominately African-American, roughly 
the same level as 40 years ago. 

Throughout the country today and this 
week, many will gather to celebrate and com-
memorate the legacy of Brown. But it is also 
an occasion for observance. We cannot ignore 
how, across America today, Black and White 
students still go to separate schools in the 
same town, divided by neighborhoods and 
segregated by wealth. We cannot ignore the 
disparity in resources that continue to plague 
many of our school systems, especially those 
serving predominantly inner-city minority and 
impoverished children. 

Today is an occasion to recommit ourselves 
to the vision of Brown, to redouble our efforts 
in working toward an America that treats ev-
eryone equally and empowers everyone eco-
nomically. Congress passed the No Child Left 
Behind Act to establish a framework for States 
and districts to address and eventually elimi-
nate education failures. I once again issue a 
call to action. First this administration and this 
Congress must fully fund No Child Left Behind 
to demonstrate our commitment to educational 
equity. Second, we must increase funding for 
Pell grants so that low- and moderate-income 
students can have access to higher education. 
This 50th anniversary commemoration of 
Brown versus Board of Education, like the de-
cision itself, calls for action, not just words. 
Justice deferred is justice denied. 

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE 
OF TAIWAN AND PRESIDENT 
CHEN SHUI–BIAN 

HON. ILEANA ROS–LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to send my best wishes and warm con-
gratulations to the people of Taiwan for having 
successfully concluded their most recent presi-
dential election. 

As the people of Taiwan prepare to inaugu-
rate their incumbent President, Mr. Chen Shui- 
bian, I salute them and the democratic en-
deavor that we have recently witnessed. 

In the last 4 years, under the leadership of 
President Chen Shui-bian, Taiwan has contin-
ued to prosper. 

It has one of the strongest economies in the 
world and its people enjoy unprecedented 
prosperity. Taiwan has solid schools, a good 
transportation system, and sound medical care 
for its citizens. Furthermore, the people of Tai-
wan enjoy political freedoms, such as direct 
elections, a free press, and human rights. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Taiwan have 
every right to be proud of their presidential 
election. 

I look forward to working with Mr. Chen’s 
new administrative team in the next 4 years 
and beyond. Taiwan and the United States are 
truly friends and this relationship is stronger 
now than at any other time. 

Americans and the people of Taiwan are 
also allies in the war on terrorism. Moreover, 
we share an abiding concern about peace and 
stability in the Taiwan Strait and Taiwan’s par-
ticipation in world organizations, such as the 
World Health Organization. 

Congratulations again to the people of Tai-
wan and President Chen Shui-bian. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. ALICE 
NICKENS 

HON. FRANK W. BALLANCE, JR. 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. BALLANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Mrs. Alice Nickens, one of my most senior 
constituents on the occasion of the recent 
celebration of her 100th birthday. Mrs. Nickens 
has had the good fortune to witness all of the 
remarkable events and changes that shaped 
our country during the 20th century. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Nickens is a retired edu-
cator who taught at every school in Hertford 
County. She began by teaching history as a 
senior at Waters Normal Institute before be-
ginning her formal career as an educator in 
1922. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Nickens indicated that, 
‘‘in those days’’, a person didn’t have to go to 
college in order to teach. Mrs. Nickens was 
considered bright in her subjects and she ac-
knowledges that she was fortunate to have 
gotten a teaching position. She earned an un-
dergraduate degree from Hampton Institute in 
Virginia and a masters degree from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and she never looked 
for another job. 

Mr. Speaker, for 95 long years, Mrs. 
Nickens has been a dedicated member of 

Pleasant Plains Baptist Church. She taught 
Sunday school for 50 years, emphasizing the 
power of prayers and the providence of the 
Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Nickens acknowledges 
the fact that she is very blessed to have lived 
such a long and productive life. She realizes 
that many people take their health for granted 
and neglect to go to the doctor for regular vis-
its. She warns that some of the diseases with 
which we suffer today could be prevented if 
folks would simply commit to take care of 
themselves and make regular visits to the doc-
tor whether in good or poor health. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Mrs. Alice Nickens, an ex-
emplary citizen as she celebrates her 100th 
birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF INCREASING AWARENESS OF 
AUTISM (H. RES. 605) 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
proud to rise in strong support and as a co-
sponsor of H. Res. 605, recognizing the im-
portance of increasing awareness of autism. 
Autism spectrum disorders and related devel-
opmental disabilities affect one in every 166 
children—a dramatic increase from a decade 
ago when the prevalence was thought to be 
one in every 10,000. Prevalence is thought to 
be increasing by 10–17 percent annually, yet 
there remains little public awareness and un-
derstanding regarding these conditions. 

Autism is a brain disorder, affecting a child’s 
ability to communicate and interact socially. 
Parents of children with autism require a great 
deal of patience and support to properly care 
for these children. Congress must raise 
awareness of these conditions so that these 
parents receive the support of their commu-
nities and the expert assistance of trained 
medical professionals and teachers, regard-
less of income level. 

It is not enough, however, to simply recog-
nize the needs of people living with autism. As 
Members of Congress, we have a responsi-
bility to follow through on commitments we 
have already made to the parents and teach-
ers of these children. The Individuals With Dis-
abilities Education Act requires the Federal 
Government to allocate funding for 40 percent 
of the cost of educating children with disabil-
ities. Since this law was passed in 1991, Con-
gress has never appropriated sufficient re-
sources to meet this requirement. States are 
left to cover the costs of funding-intensive pro-
grams, such as special education programs 
for children with autism. As a result of insuffi-
cient funding, special education programs are 
chronically plagued by insufficient staffing, re-
sources and training. 

Congress must also provide resources to di-
agnose and treat children with autism before 
they reach school age, through training pro-
grams for medical professionals and initiatives 
designed to reach and treat autistic children 
during the crucial early stages of development. 
Medical professionals need to be educated so 
that they are aware of and recognize autism 
and its related disorders. Too often parents 
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