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honoring their fellow soldiers who gave their
lives defending our freedom. The WWII Me-
morial recognizes and celebrates the sac-
rifices and unfailing loyalty that veterans dem-
onstrated for America.

However, it has been more than sixty years
since the United States joined the war efforts,
yet the promises that our government initially
made to the brave men and women who put
their lives on the line in fighting in the Second
World War are being endangered by the hack-
ing away at the veterans’ budget. They were
promised health care. Most of all, they were
guaranteed that their Nation would not turn a
blind eye to their future needs. However,
these promises have been dulled and slowed,
and more and more of our World War Il vet-
erans are quietly slipping away, never to know
what could have been if their government had
fulfilled their promise.

We still have time to correct this injustice
and to take care of our World War Il veterans
before it is too late. Our Nation needs to move
further in a direction that allows us to reward
our veterans for their sacrifices they have
made, wherever and whenever they made it.
Our veterans and our soldiers today remain
foremost in the thoughts and minds of Ameri-
cans, and along with our devoted attention
given to those who wear America’s uniform.
Without our veterans, there would be no
America, and time and time again, our vet-
erans put the life of their country before their
own. It is time that their country finally rewards
them for the unfailing dedication each has
demonstrated throughout their lifetime.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SMOKY HILL
HIGH SCHOOL NATIONAL
SCIENCE BOWL TEAM

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | would also
like to applaud the accomplishments of a
group of Aurora, Colorado students. The Na-
tional Science Bowl team from Smoky Hill
High School—Nathan Artz, Chris Krueger, An-
thony Eskridge, Andrew Scacco, Jessa
Forthofer and their coach, Mary Bar-
tholomew—won their regional tournament, and
will be here in Washington, DC to compete in
the U.S. Department of Energy National
Science Bowl Competition.

The National Science Bowl is a 4-day event,
in which students attend science seminars and
workshops and participate in the Hydrogen
Fuel Cell Model Car Challenge. The last two
days of the event, teams from across the na-
tion are pitted against each other in a verbal
competition covering every branch of science
and mathematics from algebra to zoology.

The Smoky Hill team has worked diligently
throughout the year to prepare for this com-
petiton and have demonstrated their aca-
demic domination in their regional successes.
It is my pleasure to honor their commitment to
scholastic excellence, and to wish them all the
best at the competition and in their future en-
deavors.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. BOB PE-
TERSON: TEXAS OPTOMETRIST
OF THE YEAR 2004

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an outstanding constituent,
Dr. Bob Peterson. Dr. Peterson was recently
named Optometrist of the Year by the Texas
Optometric Association. He has also been
awarded the prestigious William D. Pittman
Leadership Award by the University of Hous-
ton’s College of Optometry, which recognized
Dr. Peterson’s leadership in the Northshore
community.

Both of these honors represent the culmina-
tion of Dr. Peterson’s thirty years of leadership
in our community. A fellow graduate of the
University of Houston, Dr. Peterson knows the
true meaning of service. During his day job as
an optometrist, Dr. Peterson works to ensure
the healthy vision of his Northshore patients.
However, his work day rarely ends at 5
o’clock. He has been a trusted volunteer for
Lord of the Streets, working to help Houston’s
homeless population obtain prescription glass-
es. He is also a member of the Northshore
Rotary Club and the Northshore Chamber of
Commerce.

Dr. Peterson also recognizes the tremen-
dous importance of education. Having served
on the Galena Park School Board and cur-
rently a member of the Harris County Board of
Education, Dr. Peterson knows the importance
of a good education for our children, who are
the future of our country. His work on area
school boards and for the Education Founda-
tion of Harris County is a testament to his
dedication to our children and our future.

The Texas Optometric Association and the
University of Houston couldn’t have chosen a
more dedicated, service-oriented optometrist
to honor. Dr. Peterson deserves these honors
and more for his tireless efforts, both in and
out of the doctor’s office, to keep our commu-
nity healthy, strong and productive. | am hon-
ored to have him as a constituent and con-
gratulate him on these awards and his out-
standing achievements.

—

TRIBUTE TO SISTER MIRIAM
THOMAS, S.C.

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to once again pay tribute to Sister Mir-
iam Thomas S.C., a phenomenal individual
who has devoted her life to enhancing the
lives of others. On Saturday, May 15, 2004,
the College of Mount Saint Vincent will award
Sister Thomas with the Seton Medal. Named
for Saint Elizabeth Seton, this rarely given
medal celebrates the virtues of hard work and
service and is the highest award the college
confers.

Sister Thomas was born and received her
early education in South Brooklyn. Upon grad-
uation from high school, she answered the
calling to devote her life to God. At age 18
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she entered Sisters of Charity where she re-
ceived an invaluable theological education as
well as a degree from Mount Saint Vincent
College in the Bronx. Once she professed her
vows, Sister Thomas brought her newly-honed
ministry skills to Ascension Grammar School
in Manhattan, where she remained for 8
years. She then relocated to Ponce, Puerto
Rico where her education was enriched at
Catholic University. After years of study she
was finally ready for the South Bronx. There,
she was assigned to St. Athanasius Parish
where she has shared her gift of easing souls
and invoking smiles for the past 42 years.

In 1972, Sister Thomas, along with her
neighbors, heard that a woman who served as
the administrator of Simpson Street Develop-
ment Association was murdered while on the
job. Courage and an unfaltering sense of de-
votion allowed Sister Thomas to stand up and
fill this important position. There, with a tire-
less and supportive staff, Sister Thomas works
miracles daily by providing social services and
emotional guidance to people in need. Beyond
these commitments, Sister Thomas also sits
on the South Bronx Community Board 2 as
chairperson. Her involvements in other com-
munity-based organizations are too numerous
too mention. She says that her ceaseless
community involvement was inspired by Fa-
ther Louis Gigante, a visionary and dear
friend.

Mr. Speaker, throughout her many years of
service Sister Thomas has helped countless
people change their outlook on life using her
remarkable gift of translating the gospel into
terms that lay individuals can understand. She
is truly an extraordinary woman who is very
much deserving of this prestigious award.

For her many years of service, | ask that my
colleagues join me in honoring this incredible
woman as the College of Mount Saint Vincent
honors her with the Seton Medal.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on May 17, 2003, |
was unable to be present for rollcall votes 177
on H. Con. Res. 420, recognizing National
Transportation Week, 178 on H. Con. Res.
423, authorizing Capitol Grounds for the dedi-
cation of World War Il Memorial, and 179 on
H. Con Res. 403 condemning the Sudan for
civilian attacks in the Darfur region, due to
transportation problems in getting to Wash-
ington, DC. Had | been present | would have
voted “aye” on all three resolutions.

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SALEM TIMES-REGISTER

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor that | recognize the Salem Times-
Register, the community newspaper that has
served the good people of Salem, Virginia, for
the past 150 years.
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While big city daily newspapers and tele-
vision stations jostle to see how many stories
they can cover about war, murder, mayhem
and people who have done things they
shouldn’t, community newspapers such as the
Salem Times-Register put on their front pages
articles about a hometown student who scored
a perfect 1600 on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test; what the family of an autistic child is
doing at home to help him be as much of a
regular kid as possible and Air Force Capt.
Matt Stephens’ visit while home from Iraq to
West Salem Elementary School where he was
a fourth-grader and met his future wife.

And so it has been since The Salem Weekly
Register was founded in 1854.

Today there are eight papers in the chain,
all printed on the company’s press in the plant
at 1633 W. Main Street in Salem.

Wilson Koeppel and Jeff Stumb purchased
the Salem Times-Register and its then-three
sister papers in March 2001. The two men
had already bought the Christiansburg News
Messenger and the Radford News Journal in
November 2000. Koeppel's son, Lawson
Koeppel, is the bright young general manager
of the Salem paper and the five others in Main
Street Newspapers that serve communities in
the Roanoke Valley.

Today the Salem Times-Register continues
as “The only paper that puts Salem first,” con-
centrating on news of Salem and Salem peo-
ple. In addition, in 2004 the Times Register
went online, along with its sister papers, giving
former Salem residents across the world a
way to keep up with their hometown news.

In 2003 the Times-Register distinguished
itself by winning the Virginia Press Associa-
tion’s Sweepstakes Award as the best news-
paper out of all the newspapers its circulation
size in the state.

The staff continues to bring the people of
the Salem area the best in local news, sports
coverage, photographs, items about accom-
plishments by Salem students and adults,
business news and advertisements.

Koeppel and Stumb purchased the Salem
paper, The Fincastle Herald, The Vinton Mes-
senger and The New Castle Record from Ray
and Jeanne Robinson.

For more than 30 years, Ray Robinson, who
remains as publisher emeritus, never missed
being there when the newspaper rolled off the
presses each Wednesday. Because there
were only five people in the early years, ev-
erybody had to do a little bit of everything.

“The delivery boy was me. The photog-
rapher was me. The design and makeup of
the papers was me. The assistant pressman
was me,” Robinson recalled.

Shortly after the Times-Register was found-
ed, like many others it was a casualty of the
Civil War and quit publishing in 1861. It was
reincarnated as the Roanoke Times, a weekly,
in 1866. The paper's name changed with sub-
sequent owners, with more than 14 different
publishers and editors over the next few
years.

The Register officially merged with the Roa-
noke Times weekly in 1883. Salem wasn't a
one-newspaper town, though. The Salem Sen-
tinel was founded the following year, and ac-
cording to author Woody Middleton, the two
were intensely competitive. “The Times-Reg-
ister was published each Friday in a two-story
frame building on College Avenue adjacent to
the Town Hall. The Sentinel came off the
press each Tuesday.”
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Like most small newspapers in the early
1900s, front pages of both papers were filled
with national and international news. Readers
had to look inside, where coverage of social
events and who visited whom got equal space
with community developments.

Subscribers paid $1 a year for their papers.

The Sentinel merged with the Times-Reg-
ister in 1903 after about six months of the re-
spective editors sniping at each other through
their columns.

For 33 years the name of the paper was
The Salem Times-Register and Sentinel. Sen-
tinel was dropped from the masthead in 1936
and since then, it has been the Salem Times-
Register.

It is with great pride that | congratulate the
talented staff that puts out the Salem Times-
Register on reaching this milestone and | wish
them continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, on May 17, | was
participating in the World Economic Forum in
Amman, Jordan and, therefore, missed three
recorded votes.

| take my voting responsibility very seriously
and would like the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to
reflect that, had | been present, | would have
voted “yes” on recorded vote No. 177, “yes”
on recorded vote No. 178, and “yes” on re-
corded vote No. 179.

————

SMALL BUSINESS HEALTH
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 4281, the Small Busi-
ness Health Fairness Act, which will allow
small business to join together to better pro-
vide their hardworking employees with health
care coverage. This important legislation will
solve the serious problem with the growing
number of uninsured American workers.

It is reported that as many as 60 percent of
America’s 43.6 million uninsured are employed
in small businesses throughout the country.
Over the last few years, small business em-
ployers have become unable to provide their
workers with affordable health care as a result
of the rapid and unjust rise in the cost of
health insurance.

As a former small business owner, | under-
stand the plight felt by employers, who want
nothing more than to provide employees and
their families with quality health care.

The Small Business Health Fairness Act will
afford these smaller businesses the same
rights that large corporations and unions have
and enable their representative associations to
form Association Health Plans (AHPs), which
will offer health care nationwide to member
businesses. AHPs will be crucial in closing the
gap the small business community is facing
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with the increase of uninsured American work-
ers.

It is imperative that we act now by passing
this legislation so that our nation’s small busi-
ness employees can immediately begin receiv-
ing health care for their families.

Last year, the House passed a virtually
identical bill with strong bipartisan support, but
it unfortunately never saw the light of day in
the Senate. | am hopeful that this body will
pass this measure today, and quickly send it
to the Senate for consideration. We can no
longer allow these dedicated employees to live
and work without health insurance.

| thank the Chairman for giving me time to
talk about my strong support of H.R. 4281.

————

UNDOCUMENTED ALIEN EMER-
GENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
AMENDMENTS OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 17, 2004

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | oppose
H.R. 3722, the “Undocumented Alien Emer-
gency Medical Assistance Amendments of
2004,” because it would establish an un-
funded mandate on an already overburdened
and under-funded medical care system. Hos-
pital workers would be required to gather sev-
eral pieces of information from their patients to
prove their citizenship, including their finger-
prints. This information would then be shared
with the Department of Homeland Security,
which would be required to monitor the infor-
mation with a currently non-existent tracking
system. This bill aims to create a costly bur-
den on an already stressed medical system.

H.R. 3722 also poses a serious public
health threat. The bill would create fear and
confusion amongst both documented and un-
documented immigrant families, discouraging
them from seeking urgent medical care, pos-
sibly resulting in severe complications, the
spread of infectious diseases and epidemics,
and even death. | stand firmly opposed to this
troubling legislation which poses a serious risk
to public health and creates unnecessary
monetary burdens upon hospitals and tax-
payers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MAJOR R. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, because of an
emergency in my district, | missed rollcall
votes No. 177, No. 178 and No. 179. If
present | would have voted “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM DeMINT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
during rollcall votes 169, 170, 171, 172, 173,
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