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PAYING TRIBUTE TO NEWLY 
ELECTED CASTLE ROCK, COLO-
RADO COUNCILMEMBERS 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, it is not an 
easy undertaking to answer the call to public 
service and run for local City Councils. Often 
the job of City Councilmember is thankless; it 
is with the highest regard for the services our 
elected officials do for our communities that I 
wish to pay tribute to the newly elected Castle 
Rock, Colorado City Council. 

In April, returning Councilmembers Ray Wa-
terman and Jay Richards and new City 
Councilmembers Ed Rusch (District 4) and 
Randy Reed (District 2) were sworn in by 
Judge Louis Gresh. The new council’s first 
order of business was the unanimous election 
of City Councilmember Ray Waterman as 
Mayor. 

Mr. Speaker, the newly elected council 
should be dedicated to improving their com-
munity. It is not only their devotion, but also 
their passion for contributing to the betterment 
of the Colorado community that I wish to rec-
ognize before this body. It is my distinct pleas-
ure to honor the new and returning 
councilmembers here today, and wish them all 
the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

UNDOCUMENTED ALIEN EMER-
GENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
AMENDMENTS OF 2004 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 17, 2004 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 3722, the Alien Emergency 
Medical Assistance Amendments of 2004. 
This bill would prohibit the federal government 
from reimbursing hospitals for the emergency 
care they provide to undocumented immi-
grants. Under the bill, hospitals could only re-
ceive federal reimbursement if they provide 
the Department of Homeland Security with the 
patient’s immigration status, financial data and 
employer information. The bill makes the im-
migrant’s employer responsible for hospital 
costs and directs the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to initiate deportation proceedings 
against the immigrant. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill flies in the face of the 
medical profession’s mission. A hospital’s job 
is to help any individual in need of health care, 
regardless of the patient’s immigration status. 
We need to let our health care professionals 
do their jobs, not burden them with additional 
administrative details that, if imposed, will dis-
courage immigrants from seeking care. 

We already know the tremendous problems 
associated with the 44 million Americans who 

are uninsured. It goes without saying that the 
uninsured are less likely to seek preventive 
health care and, as a result, get care at the 
hospital only when their health problems have 
reached emergency proportions. This bill 
would only exacerbate this problem and dis-
courage our immigrant population from seek-
ing health care at all, for fear of being reported 
to DHS. This would increase the health risk for 
citizens and immigrants, legal or not. 

It is unconscionable to me that we would 
consider denying necessary health care serv-
ices to individuals solely based on their immi-
gration status. This is a wrong-headed ap-
proach to addressing our health care problems 
and would only serve to decrease access to 
care. 

As such, I would urge my colleagues to vote 
against this bill and, instead, co-sponsor legis-
lation that I have introduced to increase un-
documented immigrants’ access to quality 
health care. My legislation, H.R. 3273, would 
allow state and locally-funded programs to 
provide preventive and primary health care to 
undocumented aliens. H.R. 3273 addresses 
our health care problems at the source and 
would allow our local hospitals to see that 
their health care dollars are spent more wisely 
by preventing emergencies—not treating them. 

Mr. Speaker, illnesses know no residency. 
Medical care shouldn’t either. I urge my col-
leagues to reject the misguided Rohrabacher 
bill and address our health care problems— 
both in terms of access and funding—at the 
source by focusing their efforts on prevention. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS 
THAT ALL AMERICANS OBSERVE 
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
BROWN VERSUS BOARD OF EDU-
CATION WITH A COMMITMENT 
TO CONTINUING AND BUILDING 
ON THE LEGACY OF BROWN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the anniversary of one of the most 
important Supreme Court decisions handed 
down in our nation’s history. On May 17, 1954 
the United States Supreme Court ended feder-
ally sanctioned segregation in the case Brown 
v. Board of Education by unanimously ruling 
that ‘‘separate but equal’’ was unconstitutional. 
This landmark case, which overturned Plessy 
v. Ferguson, the 1896 Supreme Court Case in 
which the doctrine of ‘‘separate but equal’’ 
was declared constitutional, provided the legal 
foundation for the civil rights movement in this 
country. 

In his decision which challenged the con-
science of the nation, Chief Justice Earl War-
ren argued: 

To separate [black children] from others of 
similar age and qualifications solely because 

of their race generates a feeling of inferi-
ority as to their status in the community 
that may affect their hearts and minds in a 
way unlikely ever to be undone . . . We con-
clude that in the field of public education 
the doctrine of ‘‘separate but equal’’ has no 
place. Separate educational facilities are in-
herently unequal. 

These powerful words began the slow proc-
ess of integration and sparked the campaign 
for social justice in America. 

Fifty years later, we have come a long way 
in realizing the promise of Brown but still have 
much work to do. While Brown broke down 
the barriers of segregation, many of our 
schools remain separate and unequal. This 
has occurred primarily because minority stu-
dents are concentrated in urban settings 
where schools continue to fall short of pro-
viding adequate education. While many whites 
are able to leave the inner city for the suburbs 
where they can receive a better education, mi-
norities remain trapped in failing urban schools 
simply because their parents lack the financial 
resources to secure a better education for 
their children. As a result, minority students 
continue to lag behind in reading, math, writ-
ing, geography and science and have a much 
higher dropout rate than whites, according to 
a recent Department of Education report. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate the 
groundbreaking case of Brown v. Board of 
Education, it is imperative that we continue to 
work to fulfill its promise to provide equal edu-
cation for all Americans regardless of their 
race, religion, sex or socio-economic status. 
Fifty years ago, the Supreme Court laid out its 
vision for our nation’s schools. It is now time 
for Congress to ensure that that vision be-
comes reality. 

In this year in which Congress will reauthor-
ize the Higher Education Act, we as a body 
need to take bold steps to provide poor and 
minority students at the primary and sec-
ondary levels with adequate resources to en-
sure that the door to higher education is open 
to all. We must fully fund the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, protect Head Start, provide adequate 
funding for after school programs and make 
college more affordable for everyone. Doing 
so will help fulfill the promise of Brown, a 
promise that we as a nation cannot afford to 
break. 

f 

WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as we remember 
those who sacrificed their lives for our Nation 
on this Memorial Day, let us remember that 
daily we reap the benefits of the bravery of 
America’s veterans. They have been our lib-
erties’ steadfast defenders. 

Soon hundreds of thousands of World War 
II veterans will gather on the National Mall to 
help dedicate the newest Memorial commemo-
rating their heroic service to our country and 
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honoring their fellow soldiers who gave their 
lives defending our freedom. The WWII Me-
morial recognizes and celebrates the sac-
rifices and unfailing loyalty that veterans dem-
onstrated for America. 

However, it has been more than sixty years 
since the United States joined the war efforts, 
yet the promises that our government initially 
made to the brave men and women who put 
their lives on the line in fighting in the Second 
World War are being endangered by the hack-
ing away at the veterans’ budget. They were 
promised health care. Most of all, they were 
guaranteed that their Nation would not turn a 
blind eye to their future needs. However, 
these promises have been dulled and slowed, 
and more and more of our World War II vet-
erans are quietly slipping away, never to know 
what could have been if their government had 
fulfilled their promise. 

We still have time to correct this injustice 
and to take care of our World War II veterans 
before it is too late. Our Nation needs to move 
further in a direction that allows us to reward 
our veterans for their sacrifices they have 
made, wherever and whenever they made it. 
Our veterans and our soldiers today remain 
foremost in the thoughts and minds of Ameri-
cans, and along with our devoted attention 
given to those who wear America’s uniform. 
Without our veterans, there would be no 
America, and time and time again, our vet-
erans put the life of their country before their 
own. It is time that their country finally rewards 
them for the unfailing dedication each has 
demonstrated throughout their lifetime. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SMOKY HILL 
HIGH SCHOOL NATIONAL 
SCIENCE BOWL TEAM 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I would also 
like to applaud the accomplishments of a 
group of Aurora, Colorado students. The Na-
tional Science Bowl team from Smoky Hill 
High School—Nathan Artz, Chris Krueger, An-
thony Eskridge, Andrew Scacco, Jessa 
Forthofer and their coach, Mary Bar-
tholomew—won their regional tournament, and 
will be here in Washington, DC to compete in 
the U.S. Department of Energy National 
Science Bowl Competition. 

The National Science Bowl is a 4-day event, 
in which students attend science seminars and 
workshops and participate in the Hydrogen 
Fuel Cell Model Car Challenge. The last two 
days of the event, teams from across the na-
tion are pitted against each other in a verbal 
competition covering every branch of science 
and mathematics from algebra to zoology. 

The Smoky Hill team has worked diligently 
throughout the year to prepare for this com-
petition and have demonstrated their aca-
demic domination in their regional successes. 
It is my pleasure to honor their commitment to 
scholastic excellence, and to wish them all the 
best at the competition and in their future en-
deavors. 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. BOB PE-
TERSON: TEXAS OPTOMETRIST 
OF THE YEAR 2004 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding constituent, 
Dr. Bob Peterson. Dr. Peterson was recently 
named Optometrist of the Year by the Texas 
Optometric Association. He has also been 
awarded the prestigious William D. Pittman 
Leadership Award by the University of Hous-
ton’s College of Optometry, which recognized 
Dr. Peterson’s leadership in the Northshore 
community. 

Both of these honors represent the culmina-
tion of Dr. Peterson’s thirty years of leadership 
in our community. A fellow graduate of the 
University of Houston, Dr. Peterson knows the 
true meaning of service. During his day job as 
an optometrist, Dr. Peterson works to ensure 
the healthy vision of his Northshore patients. 
However, his work day rarely ends at 5 
o’clock. He has been a trusted volunteer for 
Lord of the Streets, working to help Houston’s 
homeless population obtain prescription glass-
es. He is also a member of the Northshore 
Rotary Club and the Northshore Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Dr. Peterson also recognizes the tremen-
dous importance of education. Having served 
on the Galena Park School Board and cur-
rently a member of the Harris County Board of 
Education, Dr. Peterson knows the importance 
of a good education for our children, who are 
the future of our country. His work on area 
school boards and for the Education Founda-
tion of Harris County is a testament to his 
dedication to our children and our future. 

The Texas Optometric Association and the 
University of Houston couldn’t have chosen a 
more dedicated, service-oriented optometrist 
to honor. Dr. Peterson deserves these honors 
and more for his tireless efforts, both in and 
out of the doctor’s office, to keep our commu-
nity healthy, strong and productive. I am hon-
ored to have him as a constituent and con-
gratulate him on these awards and his out-
standing achievements. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SISTER MIRIAM 
THOMAS, S.C. 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today to once again pay tribute to Sister Mir-
iam Thomas S.C., a phenomenal individual 
who has devoted her life to enhancing the 
lives of others. On Saturday, May 15, 2004, 
the College of Mount Saint Vincent will award 
Sister Thomas with the Seton Medal. Named 
for Saint Elizabeth Seton, this rarely given 
medal celebrates the virtues of hard work and 
service and is the highest award the college 
confers. 

Sister Thomas was born and received her 
early education in South Brooklyn. Upon grad-
uation from high school, she answered the 
calling to devote her life to God. At age 18 

she entered Sisters of Charity where she re-
ceived an invaluable theological education as 
well as a degree from Mount Saint Vincent 
College in the Bronx. Once she professed her 
vows, Sister Thomas brought her newly-honed 
ministry skills to Ascension Grammar School 
in Manhattan, where she remained for 8 
years. She then relocated to Ponce, Puerto 
Rico where her education was enriched at 
Catholic University. After years of study she 
was finally ready for the South Bronx. There, 
she was assigned to St. Athanasius Parish 
where she has shared her gift of easing souls 
and invoking smiles for the past 42 years. 

In 1972, Sister Thomas, along with her 
neighbors, heard that a woman who served as 
the administrator of Simpson Street Develop-
ment Association was murdered while on the 
job. Courage and an unfaltering sense of de-
votion allowed Sister Thomas to stand up and 
fill this important position. There, with a tire-
less and supportive staff, Sister Thomas works 
miracles daily by providing social services and 
emotional guidance to people in need. Beyond 
these commitments, Sister Thomas also sits 
on the South Bronx Community Board 2 as 
chairperson. Her involvements in other com-
munity-based organizations are too numerous 
too mention. She says that her ceaseless 
community involvement was inspired by Fa-
ther Louis Gigante, a visionary and dear 
friend. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout her many years of 
service Sister Thomas has helped countless 
people change their outlook on life using her 
remarkable gift of translating the gospel into 
terms that lay individuals can understand. She 
is truly an extraordinary woman who is very 
much deserving of this prestigious award. 

For her many years of service, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in honoring this incredible 
woman as the College of Mount Saint Vincent 
honors her with the Seton Medal. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on May 17, 2003, I 
was unable to be present for rollcall votes 177 
on H. Con. Res. 420, recognizing National 
Transportation Week, 178 on H. Con. Res. 
423, authorizing Capitol Grounds for the dedi-
cation of World War II Memorial, and 179 on 
H. Con Res. 403 condemning the Sudan for 
civilian attacks in the Darfur region, due to 
transportation problems in getting to Wash-
ington, DC. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on all three resolutions. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SALEM TIMES-REGISTER 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2004 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor that I recognize the Salem Times- 
Register, the community newspaper that has 
served the good people of Salem, Virginia, for 
the past 150 years. 
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