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the Southern Sudanese’s survival, security 
and human dignity. In doing so, we not only 
honor them, we bring honor to America. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. LEE L. 
HUNTSMAN 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Lee L. Huntsman, who will 
soon complete his term as president of the 
University of Washington. I want to acknowl-
edge his service to the State of Washington, 
to the students, faculty and staff of the Univer-
sity, and to the Nation. 

Research universities like the University of 
Washington are essential to the economic, 
cultural and educational vitality of the United 
States. The University of Washington is un-
questionably one of the great research and 
educational institutions in this country. The 
University of Washington plays a key role in 
carrying out the scientific and research agen-
da set by Congress. Over the last 8 years Dr. 
Huntsman has provided key leadership as pro-
vost and president, helping the UW establish 
itself as one of the most innovative and entre-
preneurial universities in America. 

Dr. Huntsman took the helm of this great 
educational enterprise and helped to move it 
forward. His integrity, intellect and incisive 
thinking have given the Regents an oppor-
tunity to continue their work and have enlight-
ened and inspired the efforts of the entire 
community of the University of Washington. 
We are grateful to Dr. Huntsman for answer-
ing the call to public service and for doing so 
in such a principled and congenial way. 
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INTRODUCTION—WEATHER AND 
OCEANS RESOURCES REALIGN-
MENT ACT 

HON. JIM SAXTON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
be here today to introduce an important piece 
of conservation legislation, the Weather and 
Oceans Resources Realignment Act. This bill 
will transfer the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to the Department of the 
Interior. 

An issue to which I have devoted a great 
deal of time and one that I feel is very impor-
tant is the protection of the diverse range of 
fish stocks that inhabit our world’s oceans, 
many of which are very close to disappearing 
forever. The National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, the agency tasked with the protection of 
these species has failed to do so. I have 
never been able to comprehend why the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) is housed within the Department of 
Commerce, which has nothing to do with the 
protection of our natural resources. For this 
reason, I have introduced this legislation, 
which simply moves NOAA to a more appro-
priate agency, Interior. 

Given the release of now three studies es-
sentially stating that what I have been talking 

about is likely to happen, I am more convinced 
than ever that we need to take aggressive ac-
tion immediately. Many of our oceans’ fish 
stocks are now reportedly 90 percent de-
pleted, meaning only 10 percent of the stocks 
that once existed remain. And many of these 
stocks are in grave danger of extinction if we 
proceed down the same path we are on 
now—that is, continue to study these stocks 
and do little to mitigate the damage that has 
already been done. 

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, cre-
ated from my Oceans Act of 2000, released 
it’s report in April of this year, with many of the 
same findings. We need to take immediate ag-
gressive steps to prevent the disappearance 
of these fish species, before it’s too late. 
These studies should be a wake-up call that 
the process through which our world’s fish-
eries is managed is broken and needs to be 
fixed. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service has 
demonstrated repeatedly they are incapable of 
doing the job they have been tasked with as 
the primary federal agency responsible for 
monitoring and protecting our Nation’s fish-
eries. To place them within the Department of 
the Interior would serve to strengthen the two 
agencies goals of resources conservation. 

This is an issue that resonates with anyone 
who has ever been to the beach in States like 
New Jersey, or watched a television program 
involving the deep blue sea. And given that 50 
percent of the population of the United States 
lives within 100 miles of a coast, there are 
many who are personally affected by this 
issue. We have a unique opportunity to do 
something amazing and I think we owe it 
these wonderful resources that are our oceans 
to do all we can to bring them back to a 
healthy and sustainable level, for future gen-
erations. 

f 

HONORING LULA BELL HOUSTON 

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Lula Bell Houston of Davidson, North 
Carolina. Ms. Houston retired in May 2004 
from Davidson College, my alma mater, after 
57 years of service in the college laundry. The 
significance of this milestone in the Davidson 
community is matched only by the devotion 
that Ms. Houston has brought to her job ev-
eryday for over half a century. 

Born in 1923 (just three years after the cur-
rent laundry building was constructed), Ms. 
Houston worked for a year in Davidson’s din-
ing service from 1943–44. She spent the next 
few years raising a family, but returned in 
1947 to work at the college laundry. She has 
been there ever since, waking up every week-
day morning at 4:15 a.m., to ensure that she 
would be there for the 6:30 a.m. start of the 
work day. Ms. Houston originally took the job 
as a means of supporting herself and her two 
young children after her first husband left 
them, but the students have kept her here 
long after her children have grown up and had 
kids of their own. 

The biggest legacy that Ms. Houston leaves 
the college and the town of Davidson is her 
warm personality and loving nature. She was 

always ready with a hug and a smile to all 
who came to drop off their laundry. Student 
after student shared stories and memories 
about Ms. Houston and all spoke of the gen-
uine love in her voice when she greets them 
and how she has been like a grandmother to 
them all. The college has figured that she has 
cared for the laundry of all but 1,226 of the 
college’s 19,731 living alumni—a lot of surro-
gate grandchildren. 

Davidson College honored Ms. Houston in 
the best way possible, naming the laundry 
building after her. The Town of Davidson com-
memorated that sunny day of April 29, 2004 
by declaring it ‘‘Lula Bell Houston Day.’’ At 
Spring Convocation the day before, the Omi-
cron Delta Kappa honorary leadership frater-
nity presented Ms. Houston with its Staff Ap-
preciation Award, and in 2002, the SAE frater-
nity presented Ms. Houston with $500, a 
dozen roses, and a trophy recognizing her as 
‘‘The Spirit of Davidson.’’ 

As an article featured on the college’s 
ywebsite puts it, ‘‘Few retirees in local history 
have been so royally heralded.’’ Ms. Houston 
deserves every bit of that recognition for her 
long and tireless service to the college and 
her part in the lives of thousands of Davidson 
students over the years. I join my fellow Da-
vidson alumni and other members of the Da-
vidson community past and present in com-
mending Ms. Lula Bell Houston and cele-
brating her achievement. 

I submit for the RECORD a news article with 
more about Ms. Houston. 

[From the Davidson, Apr. 30, 2004] 
CAMPUS HONORS RETIREMENT OF ‘‘SPIRIT OF 

DAVIDSON’’ IN LAUNDRY’S NEW NAME 
(By Leslie Hempson) 

As if fifty-seven years of work weren’t 
enough, in a sense Lula Bell Houston will 
never leave her job now. That’s because the 
college on Thursday afternoon affixed her 
name forever to the laundry building, nam-
ing it in her honor. 

Hundreds of well-wishers turned out to 
honor the eighty-year-old Houston at her re-
tirement party, and cheered when President 
Robert Vagt made the surprise announce-
ment of the building’s new name. In praising 
her loyalty to Davidson and irrepressible 
good cheer, Vagt called her ‘‘a biological 
mother to four children, but a mom to all 
who needed her.’’ 

‘‘This is a grand moment in the history of 
Davidson College,’’ he said. 

When asked to respond, Houston could find 
few words. ‘‘What can I say? What can I 
say?’’ she asked. ‘‘I just want to thank ev-
eryone for being here, for letting me see your 
beautiful faces. I love all of you.’’ 

Few retirees in local history have been so 
royally heralded. In a whirlwind twenty-four 
hours that capped her long career sorting 
student clothes and folding sheets, President 
Vagt also read a proclamation from the 
Town of Davidson declaring ‘‘Lula Bell Hous-
ton Day,’’ and the student membership of the 
Omicron Delta Kappa honorary campus lead-
ership fraternity presented her with its Staff 
Appreciation Award at Spring Convocation. 

Alumni and current students turned out at 
the retirement party to honor the woman 
who greeted them with a smile on their reg-
ular trips to the laundry. Joey Harris ’02, 
former student body president, took a day 
off his job in a Congressional office and 
drove from Washington to attend. ‘‘I 
couldn’t miss it,’’ he said. ‘‘Ms. Lula Bell has 
been a good friend over the years, and we 
still keep in touch. There’s no other place I’d 
rather be right now than here.’’ 
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McKinley Glover ’04 said, ‘‘I’ve known Ms. 

Houston since I was a freshman, and she’s al-
ways shown a genuine interest in people’s 
feelings. She’s about the sweetest lady I’ve 
ever met.’’ 

Born in 1923, Houston worked for year in 
Davidson’s dining service in 1943–44. She 
spent the next few years in New York City 
and Washington, but The Lula Bell Houston 
Laundry has been her home-away-from-home 
since 1948. She has cared for the clothing of 
all but 1,226 of the college’s 19,731 living 
alumni. Even more valuable than her laun-
dry services, Houston has bestowed grace 
and affection on students, offering them that 
same comfort of being in a home-away-from- 
home. 

A retirement tribute to her stated, ‘‘Lula 
Bell has been greeting anyone and everyone 
with a warm smile and a kind word and a 
hug. Students drop off their dirty clothes, 
and leave with their spirits lifted and a re-
minder that there’s more to life than their 
next test or paper. They know someone is 
working tirelessly and without complaint to 
take care of them, someone who doesn’t care 
what their grades are, whether or not they 
won their last game, or how their love life is 
going. They know Miss Lula Bell’s uncondi-
tional love.’’ 

One former Davidson student, lonely and 
discouraged far away from his home in Nica-
ragua, wrote her a letter thanking her for 
her kindness. Even though he graduated 
years ago, he still keeps in touch, and called 
her a few weeks ago to wish her a happy 
Easter. 

Another former student, Matthew Ar-
buckle ‘02, organized his SAE fraternity 
brothers two years ago to show their appre-
ciation by giving her $500, a dozen roses and 
a trophy recognizing her as ‘‘The Spirit of 
Davidson.’’ That trophy is proudly displayed 
in front of the cubby in which she keeps her 
keys and papers, next to a few small sea-
shells and a list of laundry employees that 
dates back to the 1950s. 

What few students know is that Houston’s 
work has provided a refuge in a life that has 
not been easy. 

Houston began working in a time when ra-
cial discrimination was still prevalent in the 
South, and a black woman had very limited 
job prospects. After her first husband left her 
in 1947, she took the $12 a week job at the 
laundry to support herself and two young 
children. Houston had watched her mother, 
Rosa Potts, provide for a family without the 
help of a husband, and knew what to do. Her 
mother had risen at the crack of dawn to 
milk the cow, clean the house, and prepare 
breakfast for her two children before going 
off to a day job. Houston was determined to 
work just as hard. 

She has always waked at 4:15 and arrived 
at the laundry by 6 a.m., assuring that she 
would be on time for the 6:30 a.m. start of 
the work day. When her children were young, 
she brought them to the laundry with her. 
They played amidst the washers and driers 
with children of other workers until it was 
time to go home. Davidson’s laundry has al-
ways encouraged that feeling of family, and 
Houston’s association with generations of 
students has reinforced it. ‘‘The sense of 
being family makes the time fly by,’’ she 
said. ‘‘My family gets bigger with the 
bunches of clothes coming in. Students come 
in with smiles on their faces and hope in 
their eyes.’’ 

In 1959 she married Arthur Houston, with 
whom she raised two more children. She con-
tinued to work at the laundry, and he 
worked at two jobs, until 1988 when Arthur 
died of a heart attack. She has suffered more 

losses recently, with the death of a brother 
from Lou Gehrig’s Disease five or six years 
ago, and the death of her mother three years 
ago. 

It was hard for Houston to keep going after 
the deaths of her brother and mother, but 
work has always been a salve for her wounds. 
She likes the predictability of her laundry 
duties, her co-workers, and the students. 
Church, and particularly church music, has 
also been a constant solace. She has been a 
member of Gethsemane Baptist Church for 
seventy-eight years, attending services and 
Sunday school every weekend, and spending 
three hours on Saturday mornings practicing 
with the church choir. In addition to the 
choir, she is a member of the Gethsemane 
Baptist Church Gospel Singers, a group that 
performs at churches all across the region 
and has even appeared on television a couple 
of times. 

Houston said her immediate plans for re-
tirement are to finish thoroughly cleaning 
her house. She said she might also take a lit-
tle break to visit relatives in Las Vegas and 
Baltimore, and maybe take a trip back to 
New York. She has also always wanted to 
learn how to play the piano. 

Co-workers have been urging her to retire 
for years. They tell her to hurry up and leave 
so that she’ll have a chance to enjoy some of 
her life before it’s too late. But even as she 
planned her retirement, Houston was already 
talking about returning to work part-time at 
the laundry. She insists, ‘‘I am enjoying 
what I’m doing. I am enjoying my life.’’ 
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THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN 
SUDAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, the humani-
tarian crisis in Sudan must not be over-
shadowed by current world events. We must 
address the ethnic cleansing and refugee situ-
ation with urgency, not just with words but with 
action. There is a moral obligation to pressure 
the Sudanese government to end the atroc-
ities in western Sudan and ensure adequate 
humanitarian aid reaches the refugees in 
Chad. As the world remembers the 10th anni-
versary of the genocide in Rwanda, we cannot 
allow this to happen again. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
LEGACY OF BARBARA KENNELLY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
next Monday the Post Office on Weston Street 
in Hartford, CT will be renamed in honor of 
one of Connecticut’s most dedicated public 
servants, Barbara Kennelly. This gesture is a 
small but lasting tribute to an extraordinary 
woman who has fully devoted herself to the 
cause of public service for her city, her state, 
and her nation. 

Considering her roots, Barbara’s twenty 
three years of service to Connecticut should 

come as no surprise. Born Barbara Ann Bai-
ley, she grew up in one of Connecticut’s most 
well-known and influential families. Her father, 
John Bailey, was chairman of the state Demo-
cratic Party, and later served as Chairman of 
the Democratic National Committee under 
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. Her mother 
was active in democratic state politics and her 
brother served as the chief state attorney for 
Connecticut. She grew up surrounded by 
those who dedicated their lives to public serv-
ice, and Barbara learned well from their exam-
ple. 

Following in her family’s footsteps, Barbara 
was elected to the Hartford City Council in 
1975. After serving four years on the council, 
Barbara was elected Secretary of the State of 
Connecticut. Continuing her service on behalf 
of the people of her beloved state, she was 
elected to Congress in a special election in 
1982. 

On her arrival in Washington, Barbara 
quickly rose through the ranks and earned the 
respect of members from both sides of the 
aisle. Her seventeen-year record in the House 
clearly reflects her strong commitment to the 
needs of working families in Connecticut and 
the nation. She fought hard for legislation to 
enforce child support collection, provide tax 
credits to the working poor and extend health 
care coverage to uninsured children. While 
known for her willingness to compromise, she 
never forgot the needs of the people she rep-
resented. 

During her time in Congress, Barbara broke 
the ground that finally brought women into the 
House leadership. Clearly demonstrating a ca-
pacity for pragmatic and dynamic leadership, 
Barbara was appointed as the third woman in 
history to serve on the House Ways and 
Means Committee and the first woman to 
chair a subcommittee of the House Intel-
ligence Committee. In August 1991, Barbara 
served as Chief Deputy Majority Whip under 
Speaker Tom Foley, a post in which she 
served until her election as Vice Chair of the 
Democratic Caucus in 1994. With her historic 
ascension to this post, her colleagues made 
Barbara the chamber’s fourth highest-ranking 
member, and the first and only woman at that 
time in the elected leadership. 

Again heeding the call to serve the people 
of Connecticut, Barbara accepted the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomination in 1998. Al-
though her run for the governorship was un-
successful, Barbara was not only to simply 
fade away into the background. 

Reflecting her service as Ranking Democrat 
on the Social Security subcommittee, Presi-
dent Clinton appointed her Associate Commis-
sioner of the Social Security Administration in 
1999. Today, she works tirelessly on behalf of 
our nation’s seniors as President of the Na-
tional Committee to Preserve Social Security 
and Medicare. 

I am truly honored to present the district she 
so ably served for seventeen years. While 
Barbara’s legacy is so much larger than the 
bricks and mortar of a post office, it is a last-
ing tribute to a woman who dedicated her life 
in service of the people of Connecticut for 
nearly a quarter of a century. 

Barbara’s is a presence sorely missed in 
this chamber, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the legacy and ongoing 
service of this truly extraordinary public serv-
ant. 
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