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IN RECOGNITION OF SGT. S.J. 

TESKE AND THE MEN AND 
WOMEN OF THE U.S. MILITARY 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the men and women of the United 
States armed services currently serving in the 
theaters of Afghanistan and Iraq. These men 
and women, from a diverse, cross-section of 
America perform their duties with pride and 
deep patriotism. Our solders remain com-
mitted to fulfilling a democratic Iraq where 
men, women and children can freely live with-
out fear of a dictatorial regime and the sup-
pression of individual freedoms. The suc-
cesses that liberated Afghanistan from the 
Taliban and Iraq from Saddam Hussein re-
sulted from the commitment, skill and exper-
tise our solders displayed on the battlefield. 

Mr. Speaker, I recently spoke to Sargent 
S.J. Teske of Boca Raton. Sgt. Teske is a 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps and has re-
cently been deployed to the Iraq region. Fol-
lowing my conversation, I was presented with 
a letter written by this brave American. I ask 
unanimous consent to include Sgt. Teske’s let-
ter in to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

May God bless Sgt. Teske and the men and 
women of our armed forces. 

A LETTER FROM ONE OF OUR TROOPS 

APRIL 5, 2004. 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This afternoon 

I received a phone call from my brother re-
questing me to write a letter about how I 
felt about being deployed to Iraq. A rel-
atively easy task to which I replied, ‘‘No 
problem, you will have it tonight.’’ I debated 
as to whether I should give a generic, polit-
ical or military answer or one that came 
from my heart. Needless to say, last night 
came and went. 

I lay in bed looking at my fiancé fast 
asleep and our darling 1 year old lab curled 
up next to me, thinking about the weeks 
that lie ahead and how few I have left prior 
to my departure. Visions of the good-byes I 
would soon have to make to my parents, 
brothers, sisters, fiancé and friends ran 
through my mind and my eyes quickly 
swelled with tears. I thought about my 10 
year high school reunion that I would miss 
in November, Christmas, birthdays, my best 
friend’s wedding, dropping out of school, tak-
ing a $30,000 salary cut and how my fiancé 
and family would have to take on so many 
responsibilities. Then the thoughts about 
why I had joined the Marine Corps 9.5 years 
ago came to mind, the blood, sweat, tears 
and pain throughout those years I put my 
body through to become one of ‘‘The Few’’. 
As my mind recaptured all of these memo-
ries and the soon approaching anxieties I de-
cided that this is my answer to that ques-
tion: 

I feel that it is my responsibility to deploy 
to Iraq and partake in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, not just as a responsibility to my 
troops and the Marine Corps, but to our 
Country. Freedom is not free. The fatigues I 
wear do not represent the United States Ma-
rine Corps; they represent all who have given 
their lives before me so I could have the op-
portunity to wear them. I belong to a broth-
erhood of individuals who are willing to sac-
rifice the most priceless gift, so others can 
know how amazing the meaning of Freedom 
really is. It is a responsibility and an obliga-
tion to a commitment made so many years 

ago that I still today continue to choose to 
be apart of. I find pleasure in the simple 
things in life and the things you cannot buy 
or put a price tag on, it is these things we 
most often take for granted, and the cost of 
maintaining and defending them is Free-
dom—this is my job and my motivation. 

I certainly don’t benefit from monetary re-
munerations, our accommodations most 
often are made of the ground we walk on and 
the MREs we eat would not be considered as 
edible staples by most people’s standards. 
The luxury of a shower or a cold glass of 
water are things that are most often, taken 
for granted, still I believe that our rewards 
are much greater. When I see innocent chil-
dren laughing on their way to school, not 
worrying about the brutalities of war, de-
struction or hatred, my heart smiles. Sunday 
mornings sitting in the pew at church I un-
derstand what the definition of Freedom 
really is. Our Flag flying so proudly above 
every building stands for everything we are 
defending. To have the opportunity to con-
tinue my education, have a career, a home, 
vehicles and a family—that ‘‘wows’’ me. Our 
country is so spectacular, so beautiful, so 
amazing, so incredible and so untainted com-
pared to that of not only my destination, but 
also so many others. I am proud to be a part 
of a mission that will make a difference not 
only in our generation, but our world. I have 
Faith that we will endure, and we will suc-
ceed in this war on terror. For me, there is 
an Honor and Pride that goes along with 
that. 

I find strength in knowing that I am a part 
of an organization that is determined to end 
terrorism and overwhelmed with the con-
fidence within us that we will succeed. Our 
Nation or any other Nation should never 
again have to feel the agony we felt on Sep-
tember 11th. I believe in God, our Marine 
Corps and our Country. Conclusively, what I 
feel about being deployed to Iraq and the 
sacrifices that will go along with it, is that 
I am proud to defend a Flag whose colors will 
never run, a military that will never falter 
and proud to serve such an amazing Nation. 
God Bless America and Semper Fidelis. 

SJ TESKE, SGT USMC 
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HYBRID CARS 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, rising global tem-
peratures. Dangerously polluted air. A ham-
strung foreign policy. Our dependence on fos-
sil fuels contributes to countless problems, 
and California is on the frontline of many of 
them. 

The first step out of this morass may be hy-
brid cars. With double the gas mileage of 
standard cars and far lower tailpipe emissions, 
they could dramatically reduce our 
unsustainable levels of energy consumption. I 
believe we should do everything possible to 
encourage hybrid use, which is why I support 
recent efforts to let hybrid drivers use the car-
pool lane regardless of the number of pas-
sengers in the car. A pending bill in the Cali-
fornia legislature institutes a pilot program 
along these lines: 70,000 permits for hybrid 
users to access the lane, with a review of the 
program once 50,000 permits have been dis-
tributed. 

Federal law currently prohibits such a pro-
gram, but the transportation bill working its 
way through Congress removes this ban and 

allows local jurisdictions to decide the issue 
for themselves. I support this change as a 
sensible and flexible way to encourage hybrid 
use. In fact, the House version of the bill origi-
nally required that hybrids be charged a toll to 
use the lane, a provision I considered unnec-
essary and heavy-handed. I proposed an 
amendment to remove this requirement, and 
guided this amendment to House passage. 

The strongest criticism of this proposed 
change is that it will lead to overcrowded car-
pool lanes. We should take this concern seri-
ously, since the carpool lane was created as 
much to relieve traffic congestion as to im-
prove air quality. But there are a number of 
reasons to think this problem will not mate-
rialize or will be manageable if it does. 

First, hybrids account for less than one half 
of one percent of new cars sold today. While 
it is true that car makers will soon be expand-
ing their hybrid product lines considerably, it is 
estimated that hybrid cars will still amount to 
less than five percent of new car sales by 
2013. Many of these cars will be hybrid sport 
utility vehicles that will not meet the Federal 
transportation bill’s strict fuel efficiency stand-
ard for access to the carpool lane. 

For that matter, Caltrans has estimated that 
carpool lanes around the state are at two- 
thirds of their maximum capacity. There is 
room for adding hybrid cars. 

Of course, the goal is to encourage wide-
spread adoption of hybrid technology. In some 
sense, we should hope that the lane will be-
come more crowded, because it will be a sign 
that the incentive is working. That is why a 
flexible solution is essential. Local jurisdictions 
should monitor their own carpool lanes and 
impose restrictions as needed. The California 
bill perfectly embodies this approach: rather 
than diving in head first, the proposed pro-
gram tests the waters with a limited number of 
permits. 

Some have argued that once the lane is 
open to hybrid drivers they will not submit to 
new restrictions, even if a crowded carpool 
lane makes such restrictions necessary. This 
naturally assumes that access to a clogged 
carpool lane is worth fighting for. More impor-
tant, it suggests an approach to governing that 
would limit us from trying new ideas; we must 
not avoid taking action for fear of our own suc-
cess. 

Allowing hybrids in the carpool lane is a bi-
partisan, problem-solving move toward cleaner 
air, and it will cost taxpayers little or nothing 
to implement. We should proceed forward in a 
cautious way, understanding that other goals 
are at stake but that freeing ourselves from 
the straightjacket of fossil fuels is worth the ef-
fort. 
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RHODE ISLAND’S SENIORS 
CENTERS 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, almost 60 years ago, the nation’s first sen-
ior center opened in New York, marking the 
beginning of the senior center movement. 
Today, almost 10 million older Americans par-
ticipate in senior centers across the country. In 
my district alone, the First District of Rhode Is-
land, we are fortunate to have 24 senior cen-
ters. I visit these centers often, and when I do, 
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I am continually impressed by the dedicated 
directors and staff who work to make these fa-
cilities welcoming to all members of the com-
munity. 

This week is National Senior Center Week, 
and the theme is ‘‘Senior Centers on the 
Move!’’ I cannot think of a better phrase to de-
scribe the seniors in Rhode Island. Senior 
centers give them the opportunity to get out of 
the house to attend exercise classes, com-
puter seminars, dances, Feng Shui dem-
onstrations, and hundreds of other activities. 
Some senior centers even sponsor overnight 
trips to neighboring cities. Many centers pro-
mote health and wellness beyond exercise 
classes, by bringing physicians and nurses to 
the centers for office hours. By hosting semi-
nars on healthy living and the management of 
chronic illnesses, like diabetes, these centers 
are enhancing the lives of seniors and their 
families. 

Rhode Island’s seniors centers, and the 
centers around the Nation, are one stop cen-
ters for seniors and their families to get the 
care they need, both physically and emotion-
ally. Whether you go to get your blood pres-
sure checked, take an exercise class, or meet 
a neighbor for lunch, the senior center’s staff 
welcomes you like family. I would like to con-
gratulate Rhode Island’s senior centers, and 
all senior centers, on National Senior Centers 
Week, and their directors and staff who work 
to bring the most up-to-date activities to the 
seniors community. The commitment of the di-
rectors and staff is commendable and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank them for 
their dedication and for working to sustain the 
heart of our communities. 

I would like to recognize the following Sen-
ior Center Directors in the First District of 
Rhode Island: 

Debra Diniz, Barrington Senior Center; 
Rita Ayers-Gaulin, Bristol Senior Center; 

Mary Luz, YMCA Community Center; Lori 
Gagnon, Cumberland Senior Center; Bob 
Rock, East Providence Senior Center; Char-
lotte Richardson, Jamestown Senior Center; 
Lois Durkin, Lincoln Senior Center; Marjory 
O’Toole, Little Compton Community Center; 
Arlene Kaull, Middletown Senior Center; David 
Dean, Edward King House. 

Pauline Moye’, Florence Cray Center; 
Amanda Leinhos, Martin Luther King, Jr. Cen-
ter; Karen Testa, Salvatore Mancini Center; 
Joan Crawley, Leon Mathieu Center; Cynthia 
Koniecki, Portsmouth Senior Center; John 
Deluca, Davinci Center; Jessica Haley, Ham-
ilton House; Sue Robbio, Jewish Senior Agen-
cy; Everret Cavalho, Mt. Hope Center; Lori 
Silvia, Fox Point Senior Center; Marilyn Heller, 
Smithfield Senior Center; Janice Gomes, 
Tiverton Senior Center; Elizabeth Hogue, War-
ren Senior Center; and Jill Anderson, 
Woonsocket Senior Center. 
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CO-SPONSORSHIP OF H.R. 4061 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in re-
gards to H.R. 4061, the Assistance for Or-
phans and Vulnerable Children Act of 2004, 
which passed the House International Rela-
tions Committee by unanimous consent on 
March 31st. 

Last week the International Relations Com-
mittee filed House Report 108–479. 

Because House rules prohibit the addition of 
additional co-sponsors to a bill once the com-
mittee report has been filed, I am not able to 
formally add another Member of Congress as 
a co-sponsor of this legislation. 

I ask that the record show that Mr. TERRY of 
Nebraska is in support of my bill and should 
be considered by this body as a co-sponsor of 
H.R. 4061. 
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CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
ALMON LONG ON THE HAPPY OC-
CASION OF THEIR 50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Mr. and Mrs. Almon J. Long 
of Larksville, Pennsylvania, as the happy cou-
ple celebrates the joyous occasion of their 
50th Wedding Anniversary today. 

My good friend Al Long is a retired grocery 
business owner who served in the Army. As a 
veteran, he has long been a strong advocate 
of veterans’ rights. When I need to know what 
is important to our veterans, it comforts me to 
know that I can always count on Al to air the 
concerns of Northeastern Pennsylvania’s vet-
erans. When the Wilkes-Barre VA Medical 
Center was in danger of being closed, Al 
headed up the local effort to save the facility, 
including helping to round up more than 
30,000 signatures that I personally delivered 
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

Al has held several offices within the Penn-
sylvania Department of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States, including State 
Commander for the organization. Al currently 
serves as the State Legislative Chairman. 

Cora Long is a retired garment worker who 
remains active in the VFW Post 283 in King-
ston. 

The couple has three children, Linda 
Colianni of Larksville; Lori Schmidt of 
Wapwallopen; and Allan Long of Ashley. The 
couple also enjoys their three wonderful 
grandchildren, Vinny, Michael and Courtney. 
They also enjoy time with their pug, Rudy. 

The Longs were married in the First Evan-
gelical United Brethren Church with the Rev. 
Warren Loesch officiating. Cora’s attendants 
included the late Joyce Shewan, Marilyn Va-
lent Duda, the late Mrs. Ronald Williams and 
Patricia Swiderski. Al’s groomsmen were Wil-
liam Rehn Jr., the late Edwards Shewan, the 
late Michael Figler, Arthur Rehn, the late John 
Lockman and William Young. 

Cora Long is the daughter of the late Wil-
liam and Ruth Rehn of Wilkes-Barre. Al is the 
son of the late Mary Gregory of Larksville. 

The couple will be honored at a party on 
Saturday, May 15, 2004, at Saint Ignatius 
Church in Kingston. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and privilege to 
stand here today and pay tribute to the Longs, 
a loving couple who has played such a vital 
role in ensuring veterans’ rights and who 
stand as pillars of their community. 

HELP EFFICIENT, ACCESSIBLE, 
LOW-COST, TIMELY HEALTHCARE 
(HEALTH) ACT OF 2004 

SPEECH OF 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2004 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to this bill because we should not 
impose a one size fits all solution to the prob-
lem. We need to bring the patients, doctors 
and insurance companies to the table to ad-
dress this problem as a whole and not just tar-
get one factor in the rising cost of malpractice. 

Medical malpractice is an issue of concern 
and we need to look at ways of addressing 
the real issues. We need to look at patient 
safety. We need to look at ways of helping 
doctors that have been negatively impacted 
and we need to find ways to stop frivolous law 
suits. With these underlying problems is a one 
size fits all answer a solution. Will this address 
doctors and patients needs? Will this ensure 
that patients receive the care they need and 
will doctors be able to provide the appropriate 
care to heal our sick? 

I do strongly believe that a factor that has 
been left out of this debate is the insurance 
companies. What role do they play and what 
information do they provide and is it accurate? 
Are these companies playing on the fear of 
doctors and patients to increase their pre-
miums? We cannot continue down this path 
without addressing this issue. We must have 
an open debate where all the major players 
are involved and we do not pit doctors versus 
patients. If this problem persists and we start 
to lose doctors we must force all these players 
to the table to rectify the problem. 

We are fortunate in the state of Maryland to 
have caps. These caps have done a good job 
in keeping the health care standards in the 
state so high. Anything we work in Congress 
should allow for the states to address their in-
dividual needs. Maryland is best suited to ad-
dress the needs of the doctors and patients in 
our state. We do not need a forced federal 
one-size fits all solution for our state. We need 
an open dialogue. 

f 

HELP EFFICIENT, ACCESSIBLE, 
LOW-COST, TIMELY HEALTHCARE 
(HEALTH) ACT OF 2004 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2004 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, this bill claims 
to be a cure for the high cost of insurance pre-
miums paid by doctors. But it’s really just what 
the insurance companies ordered. 

It’s a public policy placebo that doesn’t re-
lieve the sting doctors are feeling from sky- 
high insurance premiums. It only offers the il-
lusion of relief, while pumping cash into the 
bottom line of the insurance companies. 

Capping damages may save insurance 
companies money when their policyholders 
are sued, but the bill doesn’t require insurers 
to pass along one cent of savings to doctors 
in the form of lower medical liability premiums. 
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