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endless, mile-wide humanitarian streak of
dedication to his family and community. His
devotion improves the lives of everyone he
meets. He is district governor of Spring Hill
Rotary and a true civic leader who | am proud
and fortunate to call my constituent.

It is my honor and pleasure to recognize
Reverend Robin G. Murray on the floor of this
chamber today.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance of my
time.

————

SUPPORTING FRIEDREICH’S
ATAXIA AWARENESS DAY

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of Friedreich’s Ataxia Awareness Day,
which is recognized each year on the third
Saturday in May.

Friedreich’s ataxia is a life-shortening neuro-
logical disorder that is usually diagnosed in
childhood. It causes muscle weakness and
loss of coordination in the arms and legs; im-
pairment of vision, hearing and speech; scoli-
osis, diabetes; and a life-threatening heart
condition. Most patients need a wheelchair
full-time by their twenties. Life expectancy is
reduced to early adulthood. There is currently
no effective treatment or cure for Friedreich’s
ataxia.

Although there is no effective treatment or
cure available, Friedreich’s ataxia patients and
families have more and more reason for real
hope. An extraordinary explosion of research
insights has followed the identification of the
Friedreich’s ataxia gene in 1996. Since that
discovery, research scientists have learned a
great deal about the disorder. We now know
what defects in the gene cause the disease,
what protein the gene is supposed to produce,
what that protein is supposed to accomplish,
and why a shortage of the protein results in
the cell death that leads to the disease symp-
toms. Investigators are increasingly optimistic
that they are drawing closer to understanding
more fully the causes of Friedreich’s ataxia
and to developing effective treatments. In fact,
they have recently declared that, “in
Friedreich’s ataxia, we have entered the treat-
ment era.”

At the National Institutes of Health and
around the world, clinical trials for Friedreich’s
ataxia are being conducted on drugs that hold
real promise. Growing cooperation among or-
ganizations supporting the research and the
multidisciplinary efforts of thousands of sci-
entists and health care professionals provide
powerful evidence of the increasing hope and
determination to conquer Friedreich’s ataxia.
There is also a growing conviction that treat-
ments can and will be developed for this dis-
ease and that the resulting insights will be
broadly applicable across a wide range of
neurological disorders such as Parkinson’s,
Huntington’s and Alzheimer’s.

On the third Saturday of May, events will be
held across our country to increase public
awareness of Friedreich’s ataxia and to raise
funds to support the research that promises
treatments for this disease. | applaud the
Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA)
for its contributions to these efforts and ask
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my colleagues to join me in recognizing May
15, 2004, as Friedreich’s Ataxia Awareness
Day to show our concern for all those families
affected by this disorder and to express our
support and encouragement for their efforts to
achieve treatments and a cure. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

———

MOTION TO TABLE THE MILLER
MOTION TO INSTRUCT ON H.R. 2660

HON. JIM NUSSLE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, as those who
have followed previous debates on the admin-
istration’s proposed overtime rule changes
may know, my position is clear. | have voted
a number of times to uphold overtime protec-
tion for workers in lowa and across the United
States. In the future, | will continue my com-
mitment to lowa’s workers.

However, today’s motion to instruct intro-
duced by the gentleman from California, Mr.
MILLER, is nothing more than.a twisted proce-
dural gimmick. The ridiculous motion would in-
struct conferees to act on a bill that was
signed into law months ago. There are no
conferees to instruct.

I will keep standing up for lowa’s working
families as we consider this matter in the fu-
ture, but those debates should be real and
meaningful. As such | will vote yes on the mo-
tion to table.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
MILDRED “MILLIE” JEFFREY

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Mildred “Millie” Jeffrey, a
strong leader, community activist and protector
of our United States Constitution. Millie
passed away on Wednesday, March 24, 2004.

Through seven decades of social activism,
Millie Jeffrey demonstrated how one individual
can influence the battle for social justice by
empowering victims of exploitation and dis-
crimination to fight for equality and oppor-
tunity.

Millie was on the Board of Governors at
Wayne State University, and she was the Di-
rector of the United Auto Workers (UAW) Con-
sumer Affairs Department. Millie served with
dedication and brought to her endeavors a
brimming optimism. Millie was a mentor for le-
gions of women and men in the labor, civil
rights, women'’s rights, and peace movements.
She is most remembered for her humor, pas-
sion for life, and her goodwill that will be re-
membered for generations to come.

Millie once said; “You never win freedom
permanently. You have to win it time after
time; whether it’'s union rights, civil rights, or
equality for women.” In the words of Michi-
gan’s Governor Jennifer Granholm, “The
greatest honor we can pay her, is to recommit
to working for fairness and justice for all of our
citizens today and everyday.”

Everyone knew that if they wanted to hear
true wisdom one would have to talk to Millie.
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She helped pave the way for women in politics
everywhere. With her long list of accomplish-
ments and accolades she became an icon of
modern politics. On August 9, 2000 President
Clinton awarded Millie the Medal of Freedom,
the highest civilian award bestowed by the
United States Government, for her selfless
acts for peace. When awarding her the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, President Bill Clin-
ton said, “She may be small in stature and
humble in manner, but she is very strong.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to pay
tribute to the life and work of “Millie” Jeffrey
and express my deepest condolences to her
family and to all who knew, loved, and were
touched by her life.

———————

ADDRESS OF SECRETARY OF
STATE COLIN POWELL AT THE
BERLIN CONFERENCE ON ANTI-
SEMITISM

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, at the Con-
ference on Anti-Semitism of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) held in Berlin on April 28th, our very
distinguished Secretary of State Colin Powell
headed the United States delegation. It was
my advice that the Secretary personally lead
the American delegation to this conference be-
cause his presence would give the issue of
European anti-Semitism the high-level atten-
tion it needs and deserves.

Today, Europe faces a disturbing rise in
anti-Semitic rhetoric and anti-Semitic violence.
| recently attended the inauguration of a new
Holocaust museum in my native Hungary. Two
days earlier, Hungarian police arrested a man
plotting to blow it up. The decision to target a
Holocaust memorial reveals the profound con-
nection between the great nightmare of the
mid-twentieth century and the racist threats
that Jews around the world continue to face
today.

Because of this intolerance, | co-founded
the Congressional Task Force Against Anti-
Semitism with a bipartisan number of Mem-
bers of Congress. This organization is devoted
to raising awareness and fighting the sickness
of anti-Semitism wherever and whenever it oc-
curs. On behalf of the Task Force, | would like
to thank and commend Secretary Powell for
his efforts at the Berlin Conference.

Mr. Speaker, as usual, Secretary Powell’s
remarks are eloquent and powerful, and they
contain the wisdom of a man who has fought
bigotry and racism himself during a lifetime of
service to our nation. His emphatic reminder
that “political disagreements do not justify
physical assaults against Jews in our streets”
is particularly welcome.

Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
the full text of Secretary Powell’s address to
the Berlin Conference against anti-Semitism
be placed in the RECORD, and | urge all of our
colleagues to give the Secretary’s excellent
speech their thoughtful attention.

REMARKS AT THE CONFERENCE ON ANTI-SEMI-
TISM OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Thank you very much, Mr. Moderator,

Chairman Passy, Minister Fischer, Fellow
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Ministers and Delegates, Ladies and Gentle-
men. It is a great pleasure for me to be here
representing President Bush and the people
of the United States.

Chairman Passy, let me thank you for
your leadership in planning and organizing
this important conference on anti-Semitism.
I also wish to extend my sincere appreciation
to the German Government and to my good
friend Joschka Fischer for hosting our gath-
ering and for taking a strong stand against
this age-old yet active and evolving form of
intolerance. And let me take this occasion to
honor President Rau, not just for opening
the conference, but also for his leadership
against anti-Semitism and on so many other
compelling moral issues during his 52 years
of distinguished public service to Germany
and to the world.

Berlin is a fitting backdrop for our meet-
ing. The firestorm of anti-Semitic hatred
that was the Holocaust was set here in Ber-
lin. The Holocaust was no ordinary con-
flagration, but a colossal act of arson, un-
precedented in scale with the annihilation of
a people as its purpose. Six million Jews and
millions of other men, women and children
perished in the flames of fascism. European
civilization as we thought we knew it was
rent asunder.

Yet, it was also here in Berlin that a new,
democratic Germany rose from the ashes of
the Second World War. And in this city, a
new Europe, whole and free, was born after
the fall of that other great tyranny of the
20th century: communism.

Now, in the opening decade of the 21st cen-
tury, we, 55 democratic nations of Europe,
Eurasia and America, have come to Berlin to
stamp out the new fires of anti-Semitism
within our societies, and to kindle lights of
tolerance so that future generations will
never know the unspeakable horrors that ha-
tred can unleash.

When President Bush visited the Ausch-
witz death camp last year he renewed the
United States’ commitment to oppose anti-
Semitism with these words: “This site is a
sobering reminder that when we find anti-
Semitism, whether it be in Europe, in Amer-
ica or anywhere else, mankind must come
together to fight such dark impulses.”’

Today, we confront the ugly reality that
anti-Semitism is not just a fact of history,
but a current event.

At a planning session for this conference,
Benjamin Meed, the President of the Amer-
ican Gathering of Holocaust Survivors, said
“Sixty years after the Holocaust I never
thought that I would be invited to a meeting
on anti-Semitism in Europe.’’; Indeed.

We are appalled that in recent years the
incidence of anti-Semitic hate crimes has
been on the increase within our community
of democratic nations. All of us recognize
that we must take decisive measures to re-
verse this disturbing trend.

Our states must work together with non-
governmental organizations, religious lead-
ers and other respected figures within our so-
cieties to combat anti-Semitism by word and
deed. We need to work in close partnership
to create a culture of social tolerance and
civic courage, in which anti-Semitism and
other forms of racial and religious hatred are
met with the active resistance of our citi-
zens, authorities and political leaders.

We must send the clear message far and
wide that anti-Semitism is always wrong and
it is always dangerous.

We must send the clear message that anti-
Semitic hate crimes are exactly that:
crimes, and that these crimes will be aggres-
sively prosecuted.

We must not permit anti-Semitic crimes to
be shrugged off as inevitable side effects of
inter-ethnic conflicts. Political disagree-
ments do not justify physical assaults
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against Jews in our streets, the destruction
of Jewish schools, or the desecration of syna-
gogues and cemeteries. There is no justifica-
tion for anti-Semitism.

It is not anti-Semitic to criticize the poli-
cies of the state of Israel. But the line is
crossed when Israel or its leaders are demon-
ized or vilified, for example by the use of
Nazi symbols and racist caricatures.

We must send the clear message to extrem-
ists of the political right and the political
left alike that all those who use hate as a
rallying cry dishonor themselves and dis-
honor their cause in the process.

Regrettably, my country has its share of
anti-Semites and skinheads and other as-
sorted racists, bigots and extremists, who
feed on fear and ignorance and prey on the
vulnerable.

As a nation of many united as one, we are
determined to speak out and take action at
home and abroad against anti-Semitism and
other forms of intolerance and to promote
the rights of persons belonging to minorities.
As President Bush has said: ‘““‘America stands
for the non-negotiable demands of human
dignity.”

Fortunately the overwhelming majority of
Americans are repelled by these hate-mon-
gers and reject their vicious ways, their vi-
cious views, their vicious attitudes. Over-
whelmingly the American people embrace di-
versity as a national asset and tolerance is
embraced as a civic virtue. Our laws and our
leaders reflect those enlightened sentiments.

Not only do we believe that combating ha-
tred is the right thing to do, we think that
promoting tolerance is essential to building
a democratic, prosperous and peaceful world.
Hatred is a destroyer, not a builder. People
consumed by hate cannot construct a better
future for themselves or for their children.

So much of the misery and instability
around the world today is caused or exacer-
bated by ethnic and religious intolerance,
whether it’s central Africa or the Middle
East, Northern Ireland or Cyprus, Kosovo or
Darfur. The distance from prejudice to vio-
lence, intolerance to atrocity, can be peril-
ously short. The lessons of the Holocaust are
timeless and urgent. In this new century, it
is more important than ever for our leaders
and citizens to counter anti-Semitism and
other forms of hatred whenever and wherever
they meet them.

It is especially important that we instill in
our children values and behaviors that can
avert new calamities. The sixteen-nation
Task Force for International Cooperation on
Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Re-
search has done a great deal already to in-
crease understanding among young people of
the Holocaust and its enduring lessons. And
we welcome the growing interest on the part
of other countries to join that Task Force.

Tolerance, like hatred, is a learned behav-
ior passed from one generation to the next
unless the new generation is educated dif-
ferently. Let tolerance be our legacy. May
future generations of schoolchildren read
that in the early decades of the 21st century,
mankind finally consigned anti-Semitism to
history, never to darken the world again.

The United States delegation, led by
former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, is
here to listen. They’re here to learn and to
share best practices against anti-Semitism.
We will have the benefit of Mayor Koch’s di-
rect experience dealing with hate crimes in
the world’s most ethnically diverse metropo-
lis in my hometown, New York City. Our del-
egation also draws expertise from Members
of our Congress and from close partnership
with non-governmental leaders doing pio-
neering work in the tolerance field.

The exchange of insights and ideas among
our delegations here in Berlin should form a
solid basis for practical action by each of our
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nations. There is much yet that we can do in
key areas of law enforcement, legislation
and education to follow up on the decisions
we took last December in Maastricht.

That’s why I'm pleased that last week the
Permanent Council of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe com-
mitted all of our 55 states to take further
concrete actions against anti-Semitism. The
OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights in Warsaw will play a
central role. This office now has a clear man-
date to work with member states to collect
hate crimes statistics, to track anti-Semitic
incidents and to report publicly on these
matters. The office also will help states de-
velop national legislation against hate
crimes and promote tolerance through edu-
cation. And I know that in the course of your
deliberations here other ideas will arise as to
how we can put action behind our words, and
whether we have institutionalized these ac-
tions in a proper way.

So, my friends, here in Berlin, the 55 demo-
cratic nations of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe have come
together and will stand together and we will
declare with one voice: ““‘Anti-Semitism shall
have no place among us. Hate shall find no
home within a Europe whole, free and at
peace.” Thank you, Mr. Moderator.

———

UPON RETIREMENT OF DR.
RONALD L. FEIST

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 12, 2004

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to express warm thanks, congratulations, and
best wishes to Dr. Ronald L. Feist upon his re-
tirement as the superintendent of the Eureka
Union School District, in Placer County, CA.
Ron has done an outstanding job and de-
serves the appreciation of students, parents,
and the general public in the community he
has served so well for 22 years.

Ron grew up on a farm in Minnesota, where
almost no one in his family had previously at-
tended college and most only completed the
eighth grade before turning to farming. How-
ever, following the example and encourage-
ment of many fine teachers and coaches, Ron
opted to set a new precedent for his family by
accepting an academic scholarship and com-
peting in basketball at the college level.

In 1965, Ron earned a bachelor of arts de-
gree in Chemistry/Physics from Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minnesota. Four years
later, he completed a master of arts degree in
the same field from Fisk University in Nash-
ville, TN. Subsequently, he earned an Admin-
istrative Credential from California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton, in 1972 and a Doctorate of
Education in Education Administration from
Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in
1978.

Ron stayed the course by becoming a
coach and science teacher himself, first in his
native State, then in Glendora, CA, before ac-
cepting administrative duties at Pamona Uni-
fied School District and Napa Valley School
District. Then in 1977, he came to South Plac-
er County as the principal of Oakmont High
School.

In 1982, Ron launched his 22-year tenure
as the superintendent of the Eureka Union
School District. When he took over, the district
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