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goals of our country. Catholic schools, par-
ents, and teachers across the nation play a
critical role in achieving this end, and | again
congratulate them for their ongoing contribu-
tions to education.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
I am increasingly distressed by the trend of
public policy at the federal level. For years
people blamed federal deficits and increased
federal spending on excesses in programs
that seek to alleviate poverty and meet the
needs of lower income people. Today, from
the standpoint of those of us who care about
social justice, we have the worst of both
worlds—a steeply increasing deficit at the
budget level while the percentage of national
resources devoted to meeting the economic
needs of the poorest of our citizens de-
creases.

| try to keep this issue constantly in focus,
and | am greatly aided in doing so by one of
the most dedicated fighters for social justice |
have even met—Mark A. Sullivan, Jr., the Ex-
ecutive Director of Citizens for Citizens, an ex-
cellent community action program based in
Fall River, Massachusetts, with responsibilities
in much of the southeastern part of our state.

Mark Sullivan is a man of very considerable
talent. His intelligence, commitment, and orga-
nizing skills could have led him to a number
of lucrative careers. He has instead for the
past thirty years stayed at his post in trying to
fight poverty and economic deprivation.

Sadly, his job had been made much harder
in recent years by the distorted budget prior-
ities being followed by the current administra-
tion and Congressional majority. Too often
people here vote for cuts as if they were deal-
ing with abstractions without understanding
the terrible human consequences of their ef-
forts. No one | know does a better job of trying
to make these impacts clear than Mark Sul-
livan, and in a recent excellent article in the
Fall River Herald News, by Deborah Allard-
Bernardi, Mr. Sullivan gives one of the expo-
sitions at which he excels about the negative
effects of what we have been doing.

Because in my mind no issue is more im-
portant than reversing this trend of cutting
back on the help we give to the neediest
among us, | ask that this important discussion
by Mark Sullivan in the Fall River Herald News
be printed here.

[From the Herald News, Jan. 22, 2004]
CFC DECRIES LACK OF FUNDING
(By Deborah Allard-Bernardi)

FALL RIVER.—If society doesn’t see the in-
visible man, it’s not looking for him, accord-
ing to Mark A. Sullivan Jr., executive direc-
tor of Citizens for Citizens Inc.

Actually, it’s not just the invisible man
Sullivan is worried about, but an entire soci-
ety of poor people including the elderly, sin-
gle women and children as well as men. He
says they ... by the very entity that is
charged with caring for them: the govern-
ment.

“Low-income people are off the radar
screen,” said Sullivan at a press conference
Wednesday. ‘‘People in this country are
locked into being poor.”’
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It’s been cuts after cuts for CFC and other
agencies that provide food, fuel assistance,
housing, day care and other core services to
the needy. CFC’s most recent plight is a new
unemployment formula that is threatening
to close its Head Start program before its
usual summer hiatus.

The increased unemployment charges that
CFC must pay to stay in business as a non-
profit organization rose on Jan. 1 from
$125,000 a year to $255,000 a year. Sullivan
said unemployment insurance rose from 4.9
percent for the first $10,800 each employee
makes to 8.2 percent for the first $14,000.

Coupled with a $63,000 deficit to the Head
Start program, which Sullivan said CFC dis-
covered about eight months into the fiscal
year, it’s devastating news for the anti-pov-
erty organization.

“We’ll have to shut down Head Start
early,” said Sullivan.

He said unless there is some other solu-
tion, Head Start will close in June, about
two weeks early. The program serves 410
children in Greater Fall River and Taunton.

All 110 employees would be laid off. Sul-
livan said that even this solution will ad-
versely affect CFC because it will have to
pay higher rates when employees collect un-
employment benefits.

“We’re being squeezed by every aspect of
government,” said Sullivan.

But Sullivan said he isn’t surprised. After
being employed at CFC for 30 years, he said
it gets worse every year. There’s a constant
increase in need and a lack of funding. The
newest victims of poverty, according to Sul-
livan, are the elderly and children.

Currently, 62 percent of Greater Fall River
CFC clients receiving fuel assistance are el-
derly. He said 34 percent of those eligible for
the program have already exhausted their
benefits, and it’s only mid-January. CFC
pays up to $490 per family for heat during the
winter season, which runs until April.

Feeding the hungry has also gotten more
difficult. With a cupboard that is almost al-
ways bare shortly after being filled, CFC
handed out more than 4,000 bags of groceries
during the month of December.

“We’re getting more and more people with
less and less money,” said Sullivan. “The
tragedy of this is (most of) our new clients
are elderly.”

Sullivan condemned the way the govern-
ment allocates funding and what it views as
important. He laughed at the phrase ‘‘jobless
recovery’” when it is used to describe an
economy that some say is getting better.

‘““How can you have a recovery when people
have no jobs?”’ asked Sullivan, who is pas-
sionate about helping the, needy and angered
by what he calls ‘‘double talk” and
unfulfilled promises by government officials.

“A budget is the reflection of the morality
of a society. It's getting kind of scary what
we deem as important,”” said Sullivan.

With a one-third cut in discretionary
spending by the federal government, Sul-
livan said that what is considered discre-
tionary is what funds core services that help
the poor and working poor stay warm and
fed.

“Discretionary spending is what saves poor
people from being destitute,” said Sullivan.

The losses and cuts in core poverty pro-
grams, along with the increases in rent and
prescription drugs, are just too much for
many families to handle, according to Sul-
livan, who admits that he has no solution.

“The poor are falling in the cracks and
they need a way out,” said Sullivan. “I do
wish people would start becoming con-
cerned.”

Sullivan has also seen a decline in chari-
table donations to CFC and other nonproflt
organizations. He said the middle class is the
societal section that has always donated the
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most, but even it is feeling the pinch lately
and giving less, if at all.

“Those are the people who used to take
care of the poor. They’re having a hard time
taking care of themselves now,” said Sul-
livan.

———
CONGRATULATING NORTHROP
GRUMMAN'’S LAKE CHARLES

MANUFACTURING CENTER FOR
RECEIVING THE 2003 LOUISIANA
PERFORMANCE EXCELLENCE
AWARD

HON. DAVID VITTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2004

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the hard working employees at Nor-
throp Grumman’s Lake Charles Manufacturing
Center located in Southwest Louisiana. Re-
cently the Louisiana Quality Foundation
named the Lake Charles Manufacturing Cen-
ter as the winner of its 2003 Louisiana Per-
formance Excellence Award, the foundation’s
highest quality honor.

The Louisiana Performance Excellence
Award is an annual recognition of Louisiana
organizations that achieve high levels of per-
formance excellence and excel in the applica-
tion of outstanding quality principles. Organi-
zations that serve as role models for quality,
customers satisfaction and performance excel-
lence are considered for this award.

This facility is a business unit of Northrop
Grumman’s Integrated Systems sector. This
sector is a premier aerospace defense system
integration enterprise. Integrated Systems de-
signs, develops, produces, and supports net-
work-enabled integration systems for govern-
ment and civil customers worldwide. Most im-
portantly, Integrated Systems helps fight the
War on Terrorism by delivering the best value
solutions, products and services that support
our military missions in the areas of intel-
ligence, surveillance and reconnaissance,
space access, battle management command
and control, and integrated strike warfare.

| come to the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives today to personally commend and
recognize the men and women of Lake
Charles Manufacturing Center for this well-de-
served award that acknowledges their level of
talent and commitment to performance excel-
lence. Louisiana has a talented workforce, and
some of the most productive employees in the
Nation. This Center truly exemplifies the solid
work ethic for which Louisiana is known.

Again, congratulations to the employees of
Northrop Grumman’s Lake Charles Manufac-
turing Center for receiving this much deserved
award.

———

REMEMBERING SEBASTIAN
GARAFALO

HON. ROB SIMMONS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2004

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, when | first ran
for Congress many people from across east-
ern Connecticut came forward to introduce me
to their communities. One of those who was
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instrumental in offering his wealth of experi-
ence, good humor and knowledge—before,
during and after the campaign—was Sebas-
tian Garafalo, of Middletown, Connecticut. Seb
was a good friend and a devoted public serv-
ant. Sadly, Seb Garafalo died on Wednesday,
January 21. He was 71.

To appreciate Seb'’s political wisdom and his
warm personality you need to know that Mid-
dletown is a city in which Democrats out-
number Republicans by a margin of 3 to 1.
Seb was a Republican, yet he was a former
town councilman and a four-term mayor. Seb
won his first mayoral race in 1983. He won
two more consecutive terms, lost in 1989, and
was elected mayor again in 1991. How did he
do it? Well, Seb once said, “It's easy, some-
times | vote their way.”

Those of us who work in politics know it's
much more than that. Seb was first of all a
“people person.” He liked people and he liked
helping them. Second, while Seb was proud to
be a Republican he always wanted to do the
right thing for his community. Seb put his con-
stituents first and his politics second.

He also served as co-chair of Middletown’s
350th anniversary celebration and until July,
when his cancer finally slowed him down, he
was on the high school building committee.

Seb had a sincere smile, a warm hand-
shake and his goal was always to bring folks
together in common purpose. That's as good
a definition of public service as | have ever
heard. You see, Seb believed in the old
adage: From what we get, we make a living;
from what we give, we make a life.

The Hartford Courant wrote, in Seb’s obit-
uary, “Mr. Garafalo’'s three decades serving
Middletown were marked by his listening to
others and leading with his heart.”

That tells you a lot about Seb Garafalo;
about why he was important to his community
and why he will be deeply missed.

——————

SUPPORTING ISRAEL’S NATIONAL
DAY TO COMBAT ANTI-SEMITISM

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2004

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to lend my support for the efforts
of our close ally, Israel, in the fight against the
scourge of anti-Semitism worldwide. It is fitting
and appropriate that Israel has chosen Janu-
ary 27th to raise the issue of anti-Semitism
because it marks the day that the Auschwitz
death camp was liberated by the Allies. Many
of our European friends and allies also held
Holocaust remembrance and public education
events yesterday.

The painful lesson that the Jewish people
learned after World War Il was that the logical
conclusion of anti-Semitic thought and ide-
ology inevitably leads to anti-Jewish violence.
People who are consumed by hatred are al-
most never content to keep their hatred to
themselves. Organized, systematic doctrines
of hatred are not just differing opinions. In-
stead, these anti-Semitic ideologies usually
contain an exhortation to action, and that ac-
tion almost always includes vandalism and vi-
olence.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The lesson for the rest of the world is that
racial hatred and religious extremism usually
starts with the Jews, but if left unchecked,
continues to engulf all other peoples and reli-
gious views that do not comport with the
spewers of hatred. Untold millions of Slavs,
Roma, disabled persons, political dissidents,
and other so-called “undesireables” marched
alongside the Jews into the death camps.
They realized all too late, as the saying goes,
that first the Nazis came for the Jews, but
then they came for them too; no one was left
to stand up for their rights. If Europeans and
Americans had had more courage to stand up
to the fascists and communists who argued
that human rights must be subservient to the
whims of totalitarian ideologies, perhaps the
mass genocides could have been averted.

The painful lessons of World War |l are just
as relevant today. Even now, we find that the
suicide bombers who gleefully hurtle them-
selves into oblivion in the attempt to Kill
Israelis and Jewish Americans have been
steadily fed a rich diet of anti-Semitism. We
have learned that the September 11th bomb-
ers emerged from an extremist Wahhabi totali-
tarian world view in which all those who don’t
subscribe to their own views are not worthy of
human rights, and can be killed at will. Not
only that, but the Wahhabi extremists behind
9/11 actually believe that their hatred is di-
vinely justified and required by God.

Regardless of whether my colleagues al-
ways agree with the policies of the State of
Israel, it is foolish in the extreme to believe
that if somehow the United States suddenly
abandoned our most loyal ally in the Middle
East, that somehow the Wahhabi extremists
and Osama Bin Laden supporters would sud-
denly stop trying to destroy the United States.
And yet right after September 11th, there were
stories popping up all over Europe and around
the world that made the argument that Amer-
ica got its comeuppance that day for its years
of staunch support for Israel. This argument is
a subtle expression of anti-Semitism in that it
implies that support for Israel and the Jews is
a crime, and that massacring thousands of in-
nocent civilians can be justified as punish-
ment.

These extremists surely have a systematic
doctrine of hatred that starts with hatred of the
Jews, but it by no means ends with the Jews.
As far as these extremists are concerned, the
very values and beliefs America holds dear
are blasphemy and punishable by death. | say
this because there is a strategic nexus in-
volved here. lIsrael's fight against anti-Semi-
tism is America’s fight against the extremists
bent on our own destruction. If we do not join
the battle against the rising tide of anti-Semi-
tism both here and abroad, the legacy of that
neglect will be a disaster for the U.S. Anti-
Semitism is a cancer, and like cancer it will
spread until it is either stopped, or it kills you.
In a very real sense, anti-Semitism is like the
canary in the mine. It alerts you that trouble
lies ahead.

| have been actively engaged in the fight
against anti-Semitism and have both written
and supported legislation designed to expose
anti-Semitism. Last summer, | offered an
amendment to the State Department Author-
ization Bill for fiscal years 2004 and 2005
(H.R. 1950) calling on the State Department,
the Administration, and the General Account-
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ing Office to expand an ongoing investigation
and audit of schools run in Palestine by the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA).

Incredibly, the U.S. provides one-third of
UNRWA's budget even though this agency
has failed to take appropriate measures to
combat terrorism and fix its broken education
system. For instance, UNRWA continues to
use anti-Semitic textbooks that glorify mar-
tyrdom and deny the legitimacy and existence
of Israel as a Jewish state. If children continue
to be brainwashed to hate and incited to com-
mit violence in UNRWA schools, then there is
no real hope for peace in the region. These
UNRWA schools are like greenhouses that are
used to grow the next crop of suicide bomb-
ers. We must work to change the school cur-
riculum so that it teaches peace and tolerance
between Muslims and Jews.

Last summer, | also called for and chaired
a Congressional forum after a terrible attack
that left 16 people killed and more than 80
wounded after a suicide bomber blew up a Je-
rusalem city bus during the afternoon rush
hour. Ms. Sarri Singer, a New Jersey native,
was on the bus and gave moving testimonies
at the forum that highlighted the plight of inno-
cent, suffering victims subjected to these awful
terrorist attacks.

Unfortunately, anti-Semitic violence and ha-
tred is not limited to the Middle East; in the
last year other parts of Europe have also ex-
perienced a rise in anti-Semitic acts. In June
2003, | led a State Department delegation,
along with former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, to a special conference in Vienna of
the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE).

The conference addressed the rise in anti-
Semitic acts both in Europe and North Amer-
ica, and discussed ways to combat this prob-
lem. In addition, both this summer and last, |
introduced special resolutions at the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly that called upon all
55 member nations to redouble their efforts to
combat anti-Semitism in Europe, the United
States, and Canada.

After returning from Vienna, H. Con. Res.
49, a resolution | authored to condemn anti-
Semitism in Europe and around the world,
passed the House on June 25 by a 412-0
vote. H. Con. Res. 49 calls upon lawmakers,
law enforcement officials, and educators to
amplify their efforts to counter violence and
hatred against the Jewish people and their
faith. Specifically, the resolution calls upon all
nations to aggressively investigate, prosecute,
and punish incidents of anti-Semitic violence,
discrimination, and destruction of property.

My resolution and the Vienna conference
have spurred several nations to act, including
Germany, who agreed to host a follow-up con-
ference on anti-Semitism next year in Berlin.
The symbolism of this gesture is obvious, as
the former center of Nazi Germany will host a
conference to address how countries can fight
the scourge of anti-Semitism. | will continue to
tirelessly push governments and elected offi-
cials to speak out against anti-Semitic acts
when they occur as well as to vigorously pros-
ecute the perpetrators of these hateful acts.
And | am looking forward to attending this fol-
low-on Berlin conference and working to con-
tinue the effort to roll back the tide of anti-
Semitism.
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