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TRIBUTE TO MR. BILL CECIL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 10, 2004 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Bill Cecil, of Waverly Inter-
mediate School in Lansing, who was chosen 
as Michigan’s Teacher of the Year for 2003– 
2004. For the past 16 years, Mr. Cecil has 
been a dedicated and passionate educator 
and mentor for his students. 

Mr. Cecil created the ‘‘Best Year Ever’’ pro-
gram as a means of getting his students ex-
cited about the challenges and opportunities of 
a new school year. The program places an 
emphasis on working together as a team to 
achieve common goals, while stressing the im-
portance of attitude, effort and attendance. Ad-
ditionally, Mr. Cecil is a strong advocate of pa-
rental involvement in a child’s success, and he 
encourages such participation within his class-
room. 

Mr. Cecil’s positive attitude and tireless 
dedication to making a difference in the lives 
of his students makes him an ideal selection 
for Michigan’s Teacher of the Year. Further-
more, his enthusiasm and creativity make him 
a model of success for students, parents and 
teachers across the country. 

On behalf of my constituents of Michigan’s 
Eighth Congressional District, I ask my col-
leagues to join with me in recognizing Bill 
Cecil for this well-deserved honor, Michigan’s 
Teacher of the Year. 

f 

DEPLORING ABUSE OF PERSONS 
IN UNITED STATES CUSTODY IN 
IRAQ 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, Like all Ameri-
cans, I am appalled and saddened at the re-
cent reports and pictures out of Abu Ghraib 
prison in Iraq which show inexcusable treat-
ment of Iraqi prisoners by a handful of Amer-
ican soldiers. 

While these acts of humiliation apparently 
were committed by a very, very small number 
of our troops and contractors serving in Iraq, 
the image of our entire nation has been tar-
nished. 

I believe Congress must closely examine 
these revelations of misconduct and those 
who are responsible, both directly and indi-
rectly, should face swift and appropriate pun-
ishment. 

Unfortunately, the damage they have done 
to America’s standing in the Arab community 
and the world will take far longer to repair. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the outstanding 
men and women of our armed forces in Iraq— 

nearly all of whom had absolutely no part in 
this reprehensible behavior—can indeed repair 
the damage that has been done by an irre-
sponsible few. Every day these brave men 
and women courageously perform their duties 
with honor as part of our efforts to give the 
Iraqi people a lasting democracy. 

Throughout our history, America has been 
known for its compassion, decency, and sense 
of fairness and I am confident that through a 
continued commitment to democracy and 
human rights not only in Iraq, but around the 
world, we will remain what Abraham Lincoln 
called ‘‘The Last Great Hope on Earth.’’ 

f 

CODIFICATION OF TITLES 41 AND 
46 OF THE UNITED STATES CODE 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 10, 2004 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing bills to complete the codifica-
tion of titles 41 (Public Contracts) and 46 
(Shipping) of the United States Code as posi-
tive law. This bill has been prepared by the 
Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the 
House of Representatives as a part of the re-
sponsibilities of that office to prepare and sub-
mit to the Committee on the Judiciary for en-
actment into positive law all titles of the United 
States Code. This bill makes no change in the 
substance of existing law. 

Anyone interested in obtaining a copy of the 
bill and a description of the bill, containing a 
section-by-section summary, should contact 
the Office of the Law Revision Counsel, U.S. 
House of Representatives, H2–304 Ford 
House Office Building, Washington, D.C., 
20505–6711. The telephone number is (202) 
226–2411. 

Persons wishing to comment on the bill 
should submit those comments to the Office of 
the Law Revision Counsel no later than 45 
days after today’s date. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 10, 2004 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, on roll call vote 
nos. 147, 148, 159, 150, 151, and 152, for 
personal reasons, I was unable to be in the 
Chamber when the time elapsed on the vote. 

Had I been able to vote, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on roll call vote 147 and ‘‘aye’’ for roll call 
votes 148, 149, 150, 151, and 152. 

IN HONOR OF THE SURVIVORS 
AND VICTIMS OF THE PONTIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 10, 2004 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the survivors and victims of the 
Pontian Genocide of 1915–1923. 

Few Americans are aware of the Pontian 
Genocide, a bloody period of ethnic cleansing 
that erased a community of Hellenes that had 
lived in Pontus, along the southern coast of 
the Black Sea in what is now northern Turkey, 
for more than 3 millennia. In addition to overt 
acts of murder, the Turkish Government em-
ployed a deliberate strategy of displacing peo-
ple, without taking measures for their survival, 
by exposing them to death, hunger, and ill-
ness. 

During a bloody 8-year reign of terror, the 
Turkish Government orchestrated the killing or 
displacement of 353,000 Greeks, Armenians, 
and Assyrians who had been living in Pontus. 
Thousands of people were murdered outright. 
The rest were uprooted and forcibly marched 
across the Anatolian border, without food or 
other provisions, to the Syrian border. Roughly 
half of the people who were taken from their 
homes died or were murdered. Many women 
were raped. The survivors suffered extraor-
dinary hardship as they made their way to 
Hellas and the Soviet Union. Today, they and 
their descendants live throughout the Greek 
diaspora. 

Despite the huge number of people who 
died or were displaced, most of the world paid 
no attention to their suffering. The fact that so 
many people could be murdered or removed 
from their homes without facing any con-
sequences empowered future genocidal re-
gimes to take similar actions. 

The suffering of the victims of the Pontian 
Genocide must never be forgotten. Only by re-
membering the horrors of the past can we 
hope to prevent a recurrence. On May 16, 
2004, members of the Pan-Pontian Federation 
will pay solemn homage to the victims in the 
hope that acknowledgment and awareness of 
these shameful events will not only teach fu-
ture generations, but also will help mankind 
prevent such crimes from being repeated. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Pan-Pontian Federation as 
they honor the sacrifices and memory of their 
noble ancestors. May the victims of the 
Pontian Genocide rest in peace. 

f 

THE EISENHOWER LEGACY 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 10, 2004 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, as the Member 
with the proud privilege of representing the 
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19th Congressional District, including Gettys-
burg, Pennsylvania, I have tremendous admi-
ration and respect for this Nation’s thirty-fourth 
President, Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

When President Eisenhower left the White 
House in January of 1961, he and his wife 
Mamie settled down on their small farm in 
Gettysburg to enjoy their retirement together. 
This farm remains a popular tourist attraction 
today. 

The former Supreme Commander of the Al-
lied Troops on D–Day, Supreme Commander 
of NATO, and President of the United States 
passed away on March 28, 1969. On the 35th 
anniversary of this loss, John Burke Jovich, a 
Presidential Historian and constituent of the 
19th Congressional District, wrote a remem-
brance of Ike that very effectively captured the 
character of this great American. I am honored 
to commend this article to my colleagues. 
THE EISENHOWER LEGACY . . . REMEMBERING 

IKE ON 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEATH 
It seems that Americans have a funny way 

of remembering their past presidents. Last 
November 22nd, for example, the 40th anni-
versary of the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, our nation was barraged 
with television specials and print commemo-
rations focusing on JFK’s life and death. 
Even during the non-milestone years, there 
is always some public reminder of President 
Kennedy on the 22nd of November. 

But do we remember the deaths of those 
presidents who served immediately before 
and after Kennedy? Do we bother to observe 
the death of Harry Truman each December, 
or Dwight Eisenhower in March, Lyndon 
Johnson in January, or Richard Nixon each 
May? 

Of course not. 
None of those presidents were assassinated. 

They did not die suddenly in office. And all 
four lived into their senior years and enjoyed 
the elder statesman status that comes with 
presidential longevity. 

It was thirty-five years ago today, March 
28, when Dwight David Eisenhower passed 
away at Walter Reed Army Hospital. As his 
wife, Mamie, held his hand in hers, he spoke 
his last words to her and their son, John: 
‘‘I’ve always loved my wife. I’ve always loved 
my children. I’ve always loved my grand-
children. And I have always loved my coun-
try. I want to go; God take me.’’ 

Americans called him Ike. He was the com-
manding military figure of the 1940s, the 
dominant national leader of the ’50s, and the 
respected elder statesman of the ’60s. He had 
an enduringly handsome grin, and Mamie’s 
curls were as much a trademark in her day 
as Farrah Fawcett’s locks became twenty 
years later. 

Over the years, several historians have 
made the mistake of discrediting Eisen-
hower’s two administrations over his habit 
of relying heavily on the advisement of pres-
idential aides. While Ike did not possess 
quite the persuasive personality of Franklin 
Roosevelt or the cajoling force of Lyndon 
Johnson’s in-your-face prevalence, he 
worked equally hard to achieve his goals. 

As president, Eisenhower worked dili-
gently with the United Nations to end the 
Korean War shortly after taking office. He 
lobbied behind the scenes to put the brakes 
on Joe McCarthy’s red-baiting hearings. Ike 
dispatched federal troops to Little Rock to 
allow black students to safely enroll at the 
all-white Central High. It was on Eisen-
hower’s watch, not those of Kennedy and 
Johnson, upon which NASA was initially 
formed and the Mercury 7 Space Program es-
tablished. And it was Ike, in his last nation-
ally-televised address as president, who 
warned the American people about the emi-

nent dangers of the military-industrial com-
plex, a full three years prior to the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution and the tragic escalation 
of the Viet Nam War. 

But perhaps the most crowning of all Ei-
senhower’s achievements as president was 
his determined work with a Democratic Con-
gress to establish this nation’s interstate 
highway system, which today stretches some 
42,000 miles across our land. 

The idea for such a national undertaking 
occurred to Ike as a young first-ever Tank 
commander in the Army at Camp Colt (Get-
tysburg) during World War I. He witnessed 
what can happen when entire brigades of 
tanks and artillery became mired in mud or 
fell off impassable roads. He told fellow offi-
cers that if he ever achieved an important 
position in public service, one of his goals 
would be to create a magnificent system of 
highways for the convenience of all Ameri-
cans. 

Today, whenever you see one of those fa-
miliar blue and white signs adorned with five 
stars along the interstate that read, ‘‘Eisen-
hower Interstate System,’’ think of Ike. 

Dwight Eisenhower was not a perfect indi-
vidual. But his affable and honorable disposi-
tion made him friends all his life. He was a 
brilliant military tactician and a gifted lead-
er among men. But he was also very much a 
common man who preferred watching 
‘‘Gunsmoke’’ on the back porch of his Get-
tysburg farmhouse while eating a TV dinner 
atop a tray, as opposed to hosting a formal 
dinner at the White House. 

One of the classic stories about Eisenhower 
occurred one evening in Washington. The 
President picked up the telephone and asked 
the switchboard operator to please get Sen-
ator Young on the line. After a couple of 
minutes, the senator respectfully said, 
‘‘Good evening, Mr. President.’’ 

‘‘Hello, Milt, I want to touch base with you 
about the status of our Agricultural bill. 
These Democrats on that committee are 
holding this thing up and . . .’’ 

The senator on the other end of the line at-
tempted to interrupt Ike, saying, ‘‘But Mr. 
President. . .’’ 

Eisenhower ignored him and kept on urg-
ing the senator to get fellow Republican sen-
ators together and ‘‘talk some sense to those 
Democrats about this legislation. . .’’ 

The senator again tried to interrupt Ike, 
without success. 

Finally, the senator raised his voice and 
said, ‘‘Mr. President, this is Senator Steve 
Young, not Senator Milt Young.’’ 

Stunned, Ike realized that the White House 
operator had mistakenly called the Demo-
cratic Senator Stephen Young from Ohio 
rather than the Republican Senator Milton 
Young from North Dakota. 

Ike muttered, ‘‘Oh damn,’’ and hung up. 
Despite the error, Senator Young of Ohio 

continued to like Ike. 
And so did America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF INCREASING AWARENESS OF 
AUTISM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to the Autism Society of America, au-
tism is the fastest growing developmental dis-
ability in the country. Growing at a rate of 10– 
17 percent every year, it is estimated that au-

tism could affect a staggering four million 
Americans in the coming decade. 

Despite these alarming figures, autism is an 
issue that is simply not getting enough atten-
tion. For whatever reason, society appears to 
be all too quick to overlook the matter. It is the 
duty of this House to ensure not only that au-
tism research is intensified, but also that au-
tism awareness is increased. H. Res. 605 ad-
dresses both of these key endeavors. 

The cost of autism-related services such as 
evaluations, home programs, and therapies is 
expensive. Many families across the nation 
are having to bare the financial burden of 
these services with limited assistance. Accord-
ing to the Autism Society of America, the cost 
of lifelong care can be reduced by two thirds 
with early diagnosis and intervention. There-
fore, in the long run, increased spending on 
early detection would, in fact, ease the finan-
cial burden of treating individuals with autism. 

Autism is a so-called ‘‘spectrum disorder.’’ 
Thus, it effects individuals to varying degrees 
of severity. Accordingly, early detection of au-
tism would enable individuals with autism to 
receive the necessary attention and treatment 
to meet their respective needs. This, in turn, 
increases his or her chances of living with 
minimal disability related difficulties. Later in 
life, worker-training programs provide an addi-
tional and invaluable opportunity for individuals 
to get the necessary training to help them par-
ticipate effectively in the workforce. 

In conclusion, I reiterate my support for H. 
Res. 605, and urge all of my colleagues to 
support this important bill. We must all work 
together to curb the increase in autism and to 
raise awareness about the nature of the dis-
ability. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KAITLIN ASHLEY 
KAZANJIAN 

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 10, 2004 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember a young woman, Kaitlin Kazanjian, 
whose life was tragically ended on November 
5, 2003, at the age of 16. 

Kaitlin Ashley Kazanjian, a resident of Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL, with close ties to a promi-
nent Greater Lowell family in my district, died 
as a result of injuries sustained in an auto-
mobile accident. Kaitlin Kazanjian was riding 
in the passenger seat of a classmate’s auto-
mobile when control of the vehicle was lost 
and it crashed. 

Kaitlin was born in Palm Beach Gardens, on 
April 22, 1987. Her parents, John and Joanne 
Natsios Kazanjian were proud of their daugh-
ter, not just for the cheerful girl she was, but 
also for the happiness she brought to them, as 
well as everyone who knew her. in addition to 
her parents, she is survived by a sister, Kristin 
Kazanjian, and a brother, John S. Kazanjian, 
both of Palm Beach Gardens. 

For decades the Kazanjian family name has 
been synonymous with that of a hard-working 
family that has dedicated itself to the better-
ment of the Lowell, Massachusetts community. 
The intersection of Dutton and Fletcher 
Streets in Lowell, Massachusetts has long 
been identified with one of the Kazanjian fam-
ily businesses. It was at this intersection, on 
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