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Mr. Lehmann has demonstrated his devo-

tion to Latin by engaging in related activities 
outside of the classroom. This teacher’s devo-
tion to his realm of study has led him to spon-
sor the Health Careers Latin Club which, with 
one hundred members, is one of the largest 
organizations on campus. Along with his wife, 
Mr. Lehmann has organized summer tours of 
ancient sites in Rome for his students. Addi-
tionally, he also has twice served as the presi-
dent of the San Antonio Classical Society. 

I am very proud of Mr. Lehmann and his 
professional accomplishments. Nothing is 
more important in one’s life than education. I 
am pleased to acknowledge a man whose 
knowledge, commitment, drive, and enthu-
siasm have clearly been a meaningful, positive 
influence on his students’ lives. 
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CONGRATULATING CHARTER 
SCHOOLS FOR THEIR ONGOING 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2004 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the continued success of our 
Nation’s charter schools. I am extremely proud 
of the several Charter schools that reside in 
my district. Many may not fully understand the 
difference between a regular public school and 
a Charter school. In Chicago, the Charter 
schools are public schools, open to all children 
who reside in Chicago without academic ad-
missions criteria. Each charter school has a 
unique mission and is operated by community 
organizations, universities, foundations and 
school teachers. While charter schools are 
funded by the Board of Education, they are 
not required to follow many board regulations. 
For example, they are free to set their own 
policies for curriculum, school hours and dis-
cipline. But charter schools are held account-
able for high student academic achievement 
by the Board of Education 

I would like to acknowledge and congratu-
late some of the great charter schools in my 
district: 

The first arts-focused charter school in Chi-
cago, the Charter School of the Chicago Chil-
dren’s Choir (CSCCC), integrate music 
throughout its interdisciplinary academic cur-
riculum. Learning is project-oriented and em-
phasizes creativity. Students are able to sing 
in as many as 17 different languages. The late 
Rev. Christopher Moore founded the choir in 
1956 with ‘‘a dream that young people from di-
verse backgrounds could better understand 
each other, as well as learn about themselves, 
by learning to make beautiful music together.’’ 
The choir that Moore started with a handful of 
kids in the First Unitarian Church of Chicago 
on the South Side has grown into a down-
town-based, city-wide program that brings to-
gether nearly 3,000 children each year. Its 
groups have performed with the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Lyric Opera, at the 
White House, and around the world. 

In 2000, community leaders working to im-
prove educational opportunities in the West 
Side neighborhood of Lawndale created 
L.E.A.R.N., Lawndale Educational and Re-
gional Network. They applied for a charter 

school and hired Nancy Dearhammer, an ex-
perienced charter school leader, to plan the 
curriculum and become executive director. 
L.E.A.R.N. will emphasize high academic 
standards through a 10:1 student-teacher 
ratio, a rigorous curriculum, year-round class-
es and parent involvement. L.E.A.R.N.’s year- 
round schedule is unusual: 9 weeks on fol-
lowed by 2 weeks off, giving students a safe, 
positive environment all year. Parent involve-
ment is key in the mission of the school with 
monthly parent teacher conversations, bi-
monthly parental satisfaction surveys, and 
strong encouragement to volunteer at the 
school to keep parents involved. L.E.A.R.N. is 
also fundraising to offer pre-school, adult edu-
cation and community health services to 
Lawndale families. 

A strong work ethic and solid commitment to 
education are the cornerstones of success at 
North Lawndale College Prep and the only re-
quirements for admission. A rigorous commu-
nity school for 350 students on Chicago’s west 
side, North Lawndale Prep graduated its first 
class in June 2002. It is dedicated to devel-
oping, as opposed to merely recruiting, col-
lege-ready students from impoverished city 
neighborhoods. With high expectations, every 
student is expected to complete four years of 
English, social studies, and math, three years 
of science, and two years of foreign language. 
There are extra courses in reading for fresh-
men, writing for sophomores, and oral expres-
sion for juniors. At every level, students are 
expected to produce their best work consist-
ently. In addition to athletics and after-school 
activities, North Lawndale Prep offers students 
a wide array of summer programs. These in-
clude outdoor adventure programs, an exten-
sive orientation for freshmen, internships at 
Chicago businesses, and attendance at pres-
tigious prep school and college summer pro-
grams. The summer programs expand the ho-
rizons of North Lawndale Prep students and 
prepare them for the challenges of college. 

As demonstrated in these three examples, 
Charter schools provide excellence in edu-
cation by delivering high-quality education and 
challenging our students to reach their poten-
tial. Charter schools have brought hope and 
the idea of success back to many poor, dis-
advantaged areas that felt abandoned by the 
education system. I commend the students for 
their hard work, dedication and success, the 
teachers for their love of education and com-
mitment to the school and the students, and 
all parents for playing an active role in their 
child’s education and more importantly their 
lives by letting that child know that you care 
and are interested in what they do every day. 
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HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the incredible students of Kahuku 
High School for their great achievement in 
winning fourth place at the national finals of 
the We the People: The Citizen and the Con-
stitution program held in Washington, D.C. 
from May 1–3, 2004. These outstanding stu-
dents from my O’ahu’s North Shore underwent 

months of intensive study and hard-won vic-
tories to win the right to represent Hawaii in 
the finals, where they competed against a 
class from every state in the country and dem-
onstrated a remarkable understanding of the 
fundamental ideas and values of American 
constitutional government. 

This is the first time in Hawaii’s eight-year 
history at this rigorous competition that one of 
our schools has competed in the final ten. 
This is truly a wonderful accomplishment that 
our whole state is deeply proud of! 

I commend Kahuku’s great teacher, Sandra 
Cashman, for her unending commitment to her 
students and for producing generations of re-
sponsible citizens. Commendations are also in 
order to State Director of We the People Lyla 
Berg and District Coordinator Sharon Kaohi for 
their leadership in creating our leaders of to-
morrow. 

However, ultimately this competition is by 
and about our kids. So I would like to send my 
heartiest congratulations to Samuel Braden, 
Chelsey Bunker, Stacia Colton, Brian 
Craycraft, Tusiata Esera, Lacey Golonka, Eve-
lyn Griffin, Reis Harney, Celesta Hubner, 
Azura Iversen-Keahi, Jeremy James, Natalie 
Kamauoha, Jennifer Kamiya, Tiffany Lee, 
Brook McArthur, Donna Ramos, Alicia Reidy, 
Leilani Relator, Aaron Rillamos, Austin Spring, 
Ian Tapu, Alexandra Thompson, Rachel 
Telleson, Seini Unga, and Jordan Williams. 
You have all made Hawaii proud. Aloha and 
best of wishes in your future endeavors. 
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
submit this prayer for the RECORD for the Na-
tional Day of Prayer. 

Father, we come to you this day that we 
have set aside for prayer in this great nation. 
May we be a nation of prayer not just on this 
day, but every day. 

We come today acknowledging you as the 
Creator of heaven and earth. We thank you 
that You have given us the privilege of living 
in this great land and have blessed it in a 
mighty way. Our prayer today is that we would 
indeed be ‘‘One Nation under God’’. 

We pray for our President as he leads dur-
ing these difficult days. Give him the wisdom 
and courage to make clear and decisive deci-
sions. We pray for the men and women that 
are defending our world today from evil. We 
pray for their safety and their return to the 
family and loved ones that wait anxiously for 
their homecoming. May their families know 
your peace and comfort now as never before. 
Freedom and liberty do not come without a 
price. Many have gone before and paid a 
huge price for us to live in this great nation 
and to enjoy the freedoms we have today. Let 
us never forget their sacrifice and help us to 
be good stewards of the inheritance they have 
left us. 

Finally, Father today more than ever our na-
tion needs healing. The principles on which 
this nation was founded and which You or-
dained are under attack. The scriptures say, 
‘‘If my people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
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face and turn from their wicked ways, then will 
I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land.’’ Our prayer today is 
that America would be a nation that daily 
seeks You and that our ways would be pleas-
ing in your sight and that You would indeed 
heal our land. 

We ask all these things in the name of your 
son Jesus. Amen. 

f 

HONORING PRESIDENT HARRY S 
TRUMAN 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, May 8, 2004, 
will mark the 120th anniversary of the birth of 
Harry S Truman in the town of Lamar, Mis-
souri. He would go on to serve in the military 
in World War I and hold elected office as 
judge, United States senator, Vice President, 
and President of the United States. His is a 
story and a life that we can all learn from. 

Harry Truman answered the call to duty in 
World War I. He helped organize the 2nd 
Regiment of Missouri Field Artillery. The regi-
ment was called into Federal service, renamed 
the 129th Field Artillery, and sent to serve on 
the battlefields of France. Earning the con-
fidence of his fellow soldiers, Truman rose 
quickly to the rank of captain and was given 
the command of the regiment’s Battery D, a 
regiment that still exists today in the Missouri 
National Guard. 

Truman entered elected office in 1922, suc-
cessfully seeking the position of Jackson 
County Court judge. Following winning cam-
paigns for presiding judge of the Jackson 
County Court in 1924 and 1930, Judge Tru-
man sought and won the office of United 
States Senator for Missouri in 1934. 

Senator Truman won reelection in 1940. In 
the Senate, he distinguished himself in the 
passage of the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938, 
the Transportation Act of 1940, and as the 
chairman of the Senate Special Committee to 
Investigate the National Defense Program. 

In July, 1944, the Democratic Party nomi-
nated Harry Truman to run for Vice President 
with President Franklin Roosevelt. With Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s unexpected death, Harry Tru-
man was sworn in as President only eighty- 
two days after taking the vice-presidential 
oath. 

President Truman’s first year saw some of 
the most significant events of the twentieth 
century. The death of Adolf Hitler and the end 
of the European front in World War II was 
soon followed by Truman’s courageous deci-
sion to drop two atomic bombs on Japan, 
bringing a quick surrender and an end to the 
war. Truman’s first year also saw the creation 
of the United Nations and the first steps into 
the century’s next great struggle: the Cold 
War. 

Truman tackled the Communist challenge 
with a singular determination. The Truman 
Doctrine enunciated the willingness of the 
United States to provide military assistance to 
countries determined to fight Communist 
forces. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
created a wall between the free nations of 
Western Europe and the communist forces of 
the Warsaw Pact. As President Truman 

sought to guarantee Western Europe’s phys-
ical security, through the Marshall Plan he 
worked to secure the economies of America’s 
European allies. In the ultimate show of his re-
solve to fight Communism on every front, 
President Truman responded with military 
force to an invasion of South Korea. 

Following his years as President, Harry Tru-
man returned to Independence, Missouri. He 
took to calling himself ‘‘Mr. Citizen’’. His daily 
walks became a popular local story that soon 
spread nationwide. After all of the extraor-
dinary events he witnessed and in which he 
participated, Harry Truman desired no more 
than to return to a simple life. 

Mr. Speaker, President Truman left us with 
the phrase, ‘‘the buck stops here’’. It is a phi-
losophy of life that all Americans could learn 
from and is one reason why he has the re-
spect of both Republicans and Democrats 
today. Harry Truman was a valuable leader 
and a great president. I know my fellow Mem-
bers will join me on this day in remembering 
his important contributions to the United 
States of America. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM DeMINT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
during rollcall votes 142, 143, 144, 145, and 
146. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 142, 144, and 146. I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 143 
and 145. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
CORINTHIAN NUTTER 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, as we approach 
the 50th anniversary of the Brown vs. Topeka, 
Kansas, Board of Education decision, I rise 
today to note the recent passing of a civil 
rights pioneer who resided in the Third Con-
gressional District of Kansas. 

Corinthian Nutter, an African-American 
teacher whose rejection of degrading condi-
tions in her Kansas school during the 1940s 
led to an important role in our nation’s deseg-
regation struggle, died on February 11th at her 
home in Shawnee, Kansas, at the age of 97. 

Nutter was an important witness in a 1949 
lawsuit that helped open the courthouse doors 
for Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 
the landmark 1954 case in which the U.S. Su-
preme Court declared segregated schools un-
constitutional. A Texas native, she was the 
only certified teacher at Walker Elementary 
School in Merriam, Kansas, in the late 1940s. 
Only black children attended Walker, where 
eight grades studied outdated textbooks in two 
classrooms in a run down school lacking in-
door plumbing. 

In 1947, administrators in school district No. 
90, which included Merriam, built a new 
school with the proceeds of a $90,000 bond 
election. Unlike Walker, the white students- 

only South Park Elementary School had in-
door plumbing, an auditorium and a cafeteria. 
It also had one teacher and one classroom for 
each of its eight grades, along with a music 
teacher and a kindergarten. 

When the black parents of Walker Elemen-
tary School demanded that their children be 
admitted to the new school, the school district 
leadership refused, contending that enrollment 
was based on the attendance areas drawn for 
each school. A local NAACP chapter then 
aided the families in filing suit against the 
school system, while Nutter, who received 
only a small financial stipend from the NAACP 
for her work, taught 39 children whose parents 
withdrew them from Walker for the duration of 
the trial. 

In 1949’s Webb v. School District 90, the 
lawsuit filed on behalf of the 39 families, Nut-
ter was the key witness, detailing the many in-
adequacies of the separate and unequal facil-
ity. ‘‘I just told them the truth,’’ Nutter said in 
an interview with the Kansas City Star in 
2002. ‘‘The school was dilapidated. We had 
no modern conveniences, had to go outside to 
go to the toilet. . . . Schools shouldn’t be for 
color. They should be for the children.’’ The 
NAACP’s victory in this case paved the way 
for the Brown decision five years later. 

After the Webb decision, Nutter moved to 
nearby Olathe, Kansas, where she taught and 
later became principal at Westview Elemen-
tary School, despite being the only African- 
American on the school’s staff for decades. 
After retiring from education in 1972, Nutter 
received the YWCA of Greater Kansas City’s 
first Racial Justice Award for 2003, was 
named to the Rosa Parks Wall of Tolerance, 
and was inducted into the Mid-America Edu-
cation Hall of Fame at Kansas City, Kansas, 
Community College. 

Mr. Speaker, I am placing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD two recent articles concerning 
Corinthian Nutter: an article from the Kansas 
City Call regarding her induction into the Mid- 
America Education Hall of Fame and her obit-
uary from the Kansas City Star. I am pleased 
to have this opportunity to pay tribute to this 
important, yet unheralded, resident of the 
Third Congressional District of Kansas. 

[From The Call, Oct. 17, 2003] 

CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER CORINTHIAN NUTTER 
INTO EDUCATION HALL OF FAME 

(By Alan Hoskins) 

Corinthian Nutter knew at an early age 
she didn’t want to follow in her mother’s 
footsteps scrubbing floors. 

But no one could ever foresee the profound 
effect she would have on the world of edu-
cation and her deserved induction into the 
Mid-America Education Hall of Fame at 
Kansas City, KS, Community College No-
vember 1. 

The third of five children born 96 years ago 
in Forney, Texas, Mrs. Nutter realized early 
that she wasn’t going to get much of an edu-
cation—particularly when she was held out 
of school when the cotton got ripe. Her 
mother, who scrubbed floors and took in 
white people’s washing, never saw the inside 
of a school. Her father was the uneducated 
son of a slave who lived to 102. 

‘‘I could see I wasn’t going to get much 
schooling,’’ says Mrs. Nutter, who married at 
age 14 because ‘‘nice girls didn’t run away 
from home.’’ When the marriage fell apart 
two years later, she fled Texas but not before 
taking a course in beauty school. 

‘‘ I wanted to get enough education to get 
me a good enough job to get others to do the 
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