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City, Missouri. Ms. Sanders has been named 
one of the two top youth volunteers in Mis-
souri for 2004 in the ninth annual Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards. This is an ex-
traordinary honor; more than 20,000 young 
people across the country were considered for 
recognition this year. The Prudential Spirit of 
Community Award was designed to empha-
size the importance our Nation places on serv-
ice to others, and to encourage young Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds to contribute to their 
communities. 

Brittany was nominated by St. Charles. 
Borromeo Parish School in Oakview, Missouri. 
As a seventh grader at St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish School, she organized a youth service 
club in honor of her best friend who died from 
brain cancer. Brittany began with small 
projects on her own, donating her birthday and 
Christmas gifts to sick children, cleaning up 
her block, collecting canned goods for a food 
pantry, and volunteering. ‘‘Kristin’s Kids Club’’ 
has grown from 10 to 400 members, and has 
undertaken a wide range of community service 
projects. 

Brittany developed a newsletter and Web 
site to support the club’s activities, and is now 
spending a lot of time and effort starting simi-
lar groups in other cities and States. She has 
raised thousands of dollars for a variety of 
causes, such as the poor children of Afghani-
stan. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending 
this exemplary young lady for her dedication 
to community. Brittany is an outstanding role 
model and an exceptionally fine asset to the 
Sixth District of Missouri. I am proud of her 
and wish her well in any future endeavor she 
chooses. 
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TRIBUTE TO ELVIN R. CALDWELL, 
SR. 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the extraordinary life of a distinguished public 
servant, Elvin R. Caldwell, Sr. This remarkable 
gentleman merits both our recognition and es-
teem as his impressive record of civic leader-
ship and invaluable service has moved our 
community forward and thereby, improved the 
lives of our people. 

For Elvin Caldwell Sr., passion for social 
justice was not defined by the fanfare of public 
life. His passion was of lasting import. It was 
tempered by his calm bearing, firm resolve 
and a steady discipline which shaped civic ac-
complishments of immeasurable value to our 
community. Elvin Caldwell possessed the rare 
ability to transform the promise of equal justice 
and fair treatment into practicable reality and 
our lives have truly been enriched by his pres-
ence among us. 

During his formative years in Denver, 
Caldwell knew both the racism and exclusion 
prevalent during the 1920’s and 30’s. At a 
young age, he participated in protest marches 
with his parents and the adversity he experi-
enced forged a resolve and commitment to 
civil liberties that would sustain him through 
life’s challenges. He recalled that ‘‘Denver was 
a very prejudiced city at one time . . . I used 
to watch my father—no matter how tired he 

was—stand out there . . . [and] I realized that 
I had a debt to pay for what [he] fought to 
achieve.’’ Elvin Caldwell Sr. made good on 
that commitment and built a legacy in which 
we take great pride. 

He graduated from East High School in 
Denver and earned a track scholarship to the 
University of Colorado. Caldwell later married 
‘‘Frankie’’ Harriett Webb and his marriage 
lasted for 60 years and produced four chil-
dren. By 1950, he was a successful account-
ant and a member of the State legislature. He 
served three terms in the Colorado House of 
Representatives, but the barriers to passing 
progressive legislation proved to be consider-
able. In 1955, Caldwell chose to take on six 
primary opponents in a city council race and 
at the age of thirty-one, he became the first 
African American elected to the Denver City 
Council. He was elected council president five 
times and his tenure proved to be one that 
was defined by resourcefulness and states-
manship. Caldwell entered city government at 
a time when institutionalized discrimination 
was the norm. Qualified African American po-
lice officers couldn’t climb through the ranks, 
there were no black judges, and the fire de-
partment was segregated—African Americans 
could only serve at one fire station. These de-
plorable conditions set in motion Caldwell’s 
plan for change—to rid the civil service system 
of practices that either marginalized African 
American firefighters and police officers or ex-
cluded racial minorities from public service. 
City government needed to be opened up and 
Caldwell was up to the challenge. 

Change did not come swiftly but the road to 
a more equitable society is never easy. He 
knew that change is unsettling and over the 
next decade, Caldwell’s quiet persistence 
overcame obstacles and got things done. 
Even in the face of threats and militant con-
frontation by groups such as the Black Pan-
thers, Caldwell remained courteous and 
unflappable. He once mused that ‘‘On life’s 
journey, it’s better if you can resolve things in 
a calm, sensible manner . . . It may take 
longer, but you can usually get more done.’’ 

Caldwell’s leadership in city council created 
formal recruitment programs to bring more mi-
norities into Denver’s public safety depart-
ments and through his perseverance and skill, 
the State’s first Fair Employment Practices Act 
was made law. He became a potent force in 
helping to revitalize the Five Points area and 
helped establish the Eastside Neighborhood 
Health Center as well as the Five Points Com-
munity Center. 

His career on city council lasted twenty-five 
years and after seven terms, former Denver 
Mayor William McNichols appointed Caldwell 
Manager of Safety, making him the first Afri-
can American to sit in a mayoral cabinet. He 
served on numerous community, State and 
national organizations including the Board of 
Directors of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. He is cred-
ited for opening doors for other African Amer-
ican leaders including former Mayor Wel-
lington E. Webb and City Council President 
Elbra Wedgeworth. In 1990, the Denver City 
Council created the Elvin R. Caldwell Commu-
nity Service Plaza and on April 26, 2003, the 
City and County of Denver named the Blair- 
Caldwell African American Research Library in 
recognition of his lifetime of service to our 
community. 

Recently, his portrait was hung in the library 
to honor him as a modest and dignified public 

servant who left a powerful legacy of social 
progress. Truly, we are all diminished by the 
passing of this remarkable gentleman. Please 
join me in paying tribute to Elvin R. Caldwell, 
Sr. His life was rich in consequence and his 
deeds serve as an inspiration to us all. The 
values, leadership and commitment he exhib-
ited during his life set the mark and compel us 
to continue the work that distinguishes us as 
a nation. 
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OF OHIO 
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Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Polish American Congress, Ohio 
Division, as they celebrate their 55th anniver-
sary—sharing their cultural gifts along a pa-
rade route lined with food, song and joyous 
celebration. 

On May 18, 1949, in Cleveland, Ohio, the 
Ohio Division of The Polish American Con-
gress was founded. The Polish American Con-
gress is composed of individuals of Polish an-
cestry as well as Polish organizations. The 
group serves as a unifying force for both Pol-
ish Americans and Polish citizens living in 
America. Taking a positive stand on issues 
concerning the people of Poland, the group 
strives to attain a free market economy within 
the framework of a democratic society. 

The goal of The Polish American Congress 
is to make Americans of Polish heritage more 
successful U.S. citizens by encouraging them 
to assume the responsibilities of citizenship. In 
addition, the group supports fraternal, profes-
sional, religious, and civic associations dedi-
cated to the improvement of the status of all 
Americans of Polish heritage. 

It is evident that the Polish American Con-
gress has played a crucial role in the Polish 
Community, and in its many years of service 
has been an invaluable contribution to the City 
of Cleveland and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and celebration of the leaders and 
members of the Polish American Congress, as 
they celebrate fifty-five years of promotion and 
guardianship of the heritage, history and cul-
ture of their beloved Polish homeland—pro-
viding awareness and connection to every 
new generation born in America, and enriching 
the diverse fabric of our entire Cleveland com-
munity. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF SESSER, 
IL 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, today I’d like 
my colleagues to join me in honoring the cen-
tennial of one of the oldest communities in my 
congressional district, Sesser, Illinois. 

Sesser’s beginnings have a close relation-
ship to the coal mining industry in southern Illi-
nois. T. C. Keller came to Sesser from Indiana 
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and began sinking a large mine shaft 647 feet 
deep, one and one-half miles southeast of 
town. Because of the sinking of the Keller 
mine and the extension of the Chicago, Bur-
lington and Quincy Railroad into the rich coal 
fields of the region, Sesser was born. After it 
was discovered that a deep vein of coal lay 
under this area, the news traveled fast and 
people of many nationalities came to Sesser 
to work. 

Two railroad officials, John C. Elliot and 
John Sesser, a surveyor from whom Sesser 
received its name, laid out the original plat 
which contained a square of sixteen blocks. 
This original plat ran from the railroad to the 
City Hall and two blocks north and two blocks 
south of Main Street (Franklin Ave). Sesser 
was later appointed by President Woodrow 
Wilson as a member of the Railway Labor 
Board in Washington D.C. in 1920. Later he 
served as a Vice-President of the Cuban Rail-
way. 

Homes and businesses sprang up fast. 
Most of the businesses were two story build-
ings with rooms above to handle the people 
coming to work in the mines in Sesser. In 
1912, the Sesser City Board made contact 
with the Egyptian Light Company to furnish 
power and electric lights for the City. Sesser’s 
first sidewalks were made from railroad ties 
with hitching racks along both sides of the 
street. In 1912, concrete sidewalks covered 
eight miles within Sesser. 

Sesser’s first high school began in 1919, the 
opera house, drug stores, hotel and res-
taurants were soon opened. Water and sewer 
systems were completed in 1914 and a dial 
system was installed in 1954. Sesser’s City 
Hall was completed in 1967 and the Franklin 
County Housing Authority approved 30 rental 
units in Sesser in 1968. Two factories serviced 
the Sesser area, Sesser Concrete was built in 
1946, making concrete blocks and other prod-
ucts and Lyn Gai Garment Company manufac-
tured ladies apparel. 

Sesser Sheltercare Home, a 60 bed health 
care facility, was opened in 1970. This facility 
is located on farm property previously owned 
by my mother and father-in-law, George and 
Eloise Cockrum. This facility was purchased 
and renamed Redwood Manor. Several rural 
county schools were in session at one time 
and now they are housed in one location. 

Sesser today is a community of over 2000 
and boasts hotels, restaurants and community 
churches. It remains a vital part of the econ-
omy of Franklin County and southern Illinois. 

This year, Sesser celebrates its centennial 
and also commemorates the 49th year of the 
annual Sesser Homecoming, an event which 
draws people from throughout the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the founding of the community and 
the people of the City of Sesser, Illinois on the 
occasion of its 100th Anniversary. 
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
REVEREND HARRY CRENSHAW 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Jerusalem Bap-
tist Church in Toledo, Ohio will bid a fond fare-
well to its revered patriarch, Reverend Harry 

Crenshaw. With the coming of spring, Rev-
erend Crenshaw retires as pastor of the 
church after a lifetime of service to his flock 
and that of the larger Toledo community. Truly 
a community leader, long recognized as the 
voice of the church, Reverend Crenshaw has 
been a mainstay of the Jerusalem congrega-
tion and its neighborhood for decades. He is 
a man for others. 

‘‘Blessed is the may that walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits at the seat of the scornful. 
But his delight is in the Law of the Lord; and 
in His law does he meditate both day and 
night. And he shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of the water, that brings forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not with-
er; and whatsoever he does shall prosper.’’ 
(Psalms, 1:1–3) 

Within the words of this passage lies Rev-
erend Dr. Harry Crenshaw. A man of God, he 
lives the Word in thought and deed, and has 
imparted his love of that Word to generations. 
Through his strength and wisdom he has pro-
vided counsel to thousands. The esteem with 
which he is held is testament to his prominent 
role in the lifeblood of the community and the 
personal lives of the people to whom he min-
isters. 

While no one can build a church alone, Je-
rusalem Baptist Church and its ministry, the 
Jerusalem Outreach Center, are attributable to 
the passion and perseverance of Reverend 
Dr. Crenshaw. His guidance and leadership 
have been a primary force in the growth of the 
church and its neighborhood mission, particu-
larly its embrace of our youth. He has come 
to embody faith and hope for the next genera-
tion of our community. 

Reverend Dr. Crenshaw has earned his rest 
as he takes his leave from the day-to-day op-
erations of the Jerusalem congregation. Yet, 
his abiding goodness lives strong in each of 
us whose lives he has touched. We know he 
will remain involved in its activities for the 
church and its works are a part of him. Rev-
erend Dr. Harry Crenshaw’s soul will echo on 
in the buildings’ walls and the congregation’s 
hearts for many years to come. He came this 
far by faith with his beautiful wife, Frances, 
and he led us all to a more humane and com-
passionate community and world. 
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THANKING OUR TEACHERS MAY 2– 
8—TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, Albert 
Einstein once said that ‘‘It is the supreme art 
of the teacher to awaken joy in creative ex-
pression and knowledge’’. I rise today to thank 
our Nation’s teachers for their exceptional 
work, compassion and dedication to our chil-
dren everyday. Although May 4th was National 
Teacher’s Day, this entire week, May 2–8 is 
Teacher Appreciation Week. 

I think everyone can think back and remem-
ber that one teacher that touched their lives— 
whether it was the one that taught you to 
read, gave you the confidence to learn more, 
made you feel smart and knowledgeable or 
was the one solid, caring adult in a child’s life. 
The origins of Teacher Day are not too de-

fined. Around 1944 Arkansas teacher Mattye 
Whyte Woodridge began corresponding with 
political and education leaders about the need 
for a national day to honor teachers. 
Woodbridge wrote to Eleanor Roosevelt who 
in 1953 persuaded the 81st Congress to pro-
claim a National Teacher Day. It wasn’t until 
March 1985, when National Education Asso-
ciation (NEA) and the National PTA estab-
lished Teacher Appreciation Week as the first 
full week of May with the first Tuesday remain-
ing as National Teacher’s Day. 

Teachers are true heroes in our commu-
nities, who through their dedication to children 
work millions of small miracles every day. 
Henry Brooks Adams, a historian and grand-
son of President John Quincy Adams once 
said that ‘‘A teacher affects eternity; he can 
never tell where his influence stops.’’ We must 
never forget to thank our teachers for their 
service to our society and for creating a better, 
smarter and hopefully kinder future generation. 
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HONORING JERSEY CITY HUDSON 
CITY LIONS CLUB 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 6, 2004 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Jersey City Hudson City Lions 
Club in celebration of its 50th anniversary. The 
Jersey City Hudson City Lions Club (JCHCLC) 
celebrated with a 50th Anniversary Ball held 
on Saturday, May 1, 2004, at Puccini’s Res-
taurant in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Since 1954, the Jersey City Hudson City 
Lions Club has fulfilled the motto of the Inter-
national Lions Club of ‘‘We Serve,’’ and has 
taken an active role in civic, cultural, and so-
cial events. With a membership of dedicated 
men and women, the JCHCLC has provided 
exceptional services for our community, pro-
moting a better quality of life for the people it 
touches. 

Working with local churches, hospitals, clin-
ics, summer programs, shelters, and food 
banks, the Jersey City Hudson City Lions Club 
has given all its support in gathering nec-
essary supplies and food to help those in 
need, taking tremendous pride in the positive 
difference it makes in the lives of the people 
in its community and around the world. 

Jersey City Hudson City Lions Club is re-
nowned for its sight-related programs. Working 
with St. Joseph’s Home of the Blind, the 
JCHCLC has provided services, including 
guide dogs, walking canes, vocational training, 
summer camps, books on tape, spring 
barbeques and Christmas parties. They also 
provide vouchers for Lenscrafter, so that chil-
dren, who would otherwise have no access, 
can purchase eyeglasses. 

At the 50th Anniversary Ball, the Jersey City 
Hudson City Lions Club honored former 
JCHCLC President Frank Walsh (1973–1974), 
who was presented with the ‘‘Lion of the Year 
Award’’ for his outstanding leadership and 
dedicated service over the years to the 
JCHCLC. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the members and officers, past and 
present, of the Jersey City Hudson City Lions 
Club in recognition of their outstanding con-
tributions and caring dedication to our commu-
nity over the last 50 years. 
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