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the theory of systematics. I am proud to rec-
ognize and honor Professor F. James Rohlf 
for his outstanding career as a scientist and 
professor and for all the many accomplish-
ments and services he has provided to the 
community of biological science. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PHIL ENGLISH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present for rollcall votes 139, 140, and 141 
on May 4, 2004. Had I been present, I would 
have voted in the following manner: Rollcall 
139, ‘‘yea’’ on H. Res. 600—Congratulating 
charter schools; rollcall 140, ‘‘yea’’ on H. Con. 
Res. 380—Recognizing school-based music 
education; and rollcall 141, ‘‘yea’’ on H. Res. 
599—Congratulating the UConn men’s and 
women’s basketball teams. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 
OF ITCHE GOLDBERG CELE-
BRATED ON APRIL 25, 2004 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate my constituent, Itche Goldberg on 
the occasion of his 100th birthday. Itche is at 
once a leader, scholar and educator, yet he 
still remains a student. It is rare to encounter 
a man who has achieved as much as Itche 
has, but that is not what truly makes Itche 
unique. What sets Itche apart from those few 
who can match his accomplishments is his 
continued passion to learn, explore and delve 
further into the subjects he studies. The great-
est beneficiary of Itche’s work has never been 
Itche himself, but rather those who have had 
the pleasure of reading his works and the 
work he has translated and for the important 
role he has played in preserving the Yiddish 
language. 

Itche began his path of scholarship in Can-
ada, where he studied philosophy, political ec-
onomics and German. At the age of twenty, 
he was already teaching in the Toronto Work-
men Circle Folkshul, the first step onto a path 
of instruction that extended to Philadelphia 
and New York as well. His lectures have been 
in both Yiddish and English, covering Jewish 
culture and literature. From 1970 to 1985, 
Itche was professor of Yiddish language and 
literature at Queens College of the City Uni-
versity of New York. 

From 1936 to 1951, Itche edited Yungvarg, 
a Yiddish children’s magazine, and others for 
both parents and teachers. During that time, 
he wrote many children’s stories in Yiddish. 
Also among Itche’s work are numerous Yid-
dish textbooks he authored, and even more he 
edited. As Director of the Service Bureau for 
Jewish Education and the Zhitlowsky Founda-
tion, Itche’s mission was to make sure these 
books were not only produced, but also pro-
vided to their target audiences in Jewish sec-
ular schools. Itche was also recently awarded 
the prestigious Raoul Wallenberg medal. 

Today, Itche goes to the office every day to 
ensure that the journal he is editor-in-chief of, 
Yiddishe Kultur, sees continued life. Even after 
forty years on the job, he remains tirelessly 
devoted to the endurance of one of the few 
surviving quality journals published in Yiddish 
language worldwide. 

In a society such as ours, which values hard 
work, education and culture, Itche Goldberg is 
priceless. A child wishing to study Yiddish cul-
ture can turn to Itche’s work at every stage of 
life; whether it is his children’s stories, text-
books, journals or upcoming second volume of 
essays. Itche is an asset to us all, and I feel 
privileged to honor him for his profound con-
tributions towards the preservation of Yiddish, 
and for doing so with such an inspiring pas-
sion. Mir shatsn op ayer vunderlekhe arbet 
l’toyves der yidisher kultur vos hot baraikhert 
dem gontsn Yidishn yishev. (English Trans-
lation ‘‘We honor your wonderful work for the 
benefit of Yiddish culture which enriches all of 
Yiddish heritage.’’) 

f 

RECOGNIZING LALO ALCARAZ 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Lalo Alcaraz, a leader and political activist in 
the Latino community who exemplifies the 
best in American journalism today. 

For almost 10 years, Mr. Alcaraz has 
touched the lives of millions of newspaper and 
magazine readers here in the U.S. and in 
Mexico. Born in San Diego, CA, in 1964, he 
grew up near the U.S.-Mexico border with his 
Mexican immigrant parents—each day sharing 
two different cultures. He began his journalism 
career as student at San Diego State Univer-
sity by drawing politically and culturally driven 
editorial cartoons for the university newspaper. 
As he gained notoriety among readers across 
campus, Alcaraz also grabbed the attention of 
top publishing media syndicates in southern 
California. 

An award winning editorial cartoonist, 
screenwriter, and journalist, Alcaraz continues 
to entertain his readers today by skillfully cap-
turing the essence of our country’s changing 
cultural and political landscape. He is the cre-
ator of nationally syndicated and hardhitting 
editorial cartoons that depict pressing issues 
affecting the Latino community. Published in 
English and Spanish in publications such as 
the New York and Los Angeles Times, La 
Opinion, and Hispanic Magazine, his cartoons 
include the Latino-themed daily strip La 
Cucaracha, and Migra Mouse, a satire on 
Latinos and immigration. Alcaraz is also the 
co-editor of the satirical magazine Pocho and 
he is the illustrator of the book Latino USA: A 
Cartoon History. 

Throughout his illustrious career, Alcaraz 
has been honored and recognized for his ex-
ceptional journalistic work. He has received 
four Southern California Journalism Awards for 
Best Cartoon in Weekly Papers between 
1994–1999. He is also the 1998 winner of the 
Los Angeles Hispanic Public Relations Asso-
ciation’s Premio Award for Excellence in Com-
munications; the 2000 Rockefeller Foundation 
Multi-Media Fellowship; the 2003 Center for 
the Study of Political Graphics and the Keep 

On Crossin’ Awards; and, most recently, the 
2004 Interfaith Communities United for Justice 
and Peace Award. 

Lalo Alcaraz is a loving husband, father and 
a devoted member of the Writers Guild Union, 
West. I commend him for his numerous con-
tributions to the Latino community through his 
journalism career and political activism. 

f 

THE PASSING OF ILLINOIS STATE 
SENATOR RALPH DUNN 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Illinois State Senator 
Ralph Dunn on May 3. 

Senator Dunn had a long list of accomplish-
ments during his years as a State Senator, a 
State Representative and as a member of the 
Illinois Constitutional Convention—which he 
described as ‘‘the greatest thing I’ve ever 
been involved with.’’ 

Illinois State Representative Mike Bost said, 
‘‘He gave me some tremendous advice, even 
after he left office. He was well-respected and 
he served his district and his state well. Every-
body knew Ralph was a square shooter. I 
never got in trouble if I followed him.’’ 

Du Quoin Mayor John Rednour said, ‘‘I al-
ways knew the best way to get something 
done for my town was to call Ralph. He was 
not only a gentleman, he was a gentle man.’’ 

Mayor Rednour, Representative Bost and 
many others will join together on Friday, May 
7th to celebrate the life and legacy of this 
Southern Illinois giant. There is little doubt that 
Ralph and his wife Ellen will be watching with 
their typical mix of pride and humility. 

They have earned this moment of recogni-
tion as well as our thanks for a lifetime of 
service to all of us. 
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TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF LYNDSEY 
LEA TELLER, 2004 LEGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER OF 
LITCHFIELD, MI 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence she has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Lyndsey Lea Teller, winner of 
the 2004 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This 
award is given to young adults who have dem-
onstrated their true commitment to playing an 
important role in our Nation’s future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Lyndsey is being honored for dem-
onstrating the same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Lyndsey is an exceptional student at 
Litchfield High School. Aside from being at the 
top of her class academically, she possesses 
an outstanding record of achievement in high 
school. She is the Secretary for the National 
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Honor Society and the Treasurer for her grad-
uating class. Lyndsey has run cross country 
and track for four years. She is also very ac-
tive with her church. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am proud to join with her many admirers in 
extending our highest praise and congratula-
tions to Lyndsey Lea Teller for her accom-
plishments and selection as winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor not 
only recognizes her efforts, but it is also a tes-
tament to the parents, teachers, and other in-
dividuals whose personal interest, strong sup-
port and active participation contributed to her 
success. To this remarkable young woman, I 
extend my most heartfelt good wishes for all 
her future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ALTAMED 
HEALTH SERVICES CORPORATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the AltaMed Health Services Corporation 
(AltaMed). For 35 years, AltaMed has exempli-
fied exceptional leadership in America by pro-
viding increased access and award-winning 
quality health care to the medically under-
served multi-ethnic communities of Los Ange-
les County. 

Established in 1969 at a modest storefront 
in East Los Angeles, AltaMed has never 
strayed from its commitment to serve medi-
cally underinsured and uninsured individuals. 
First known as El Barrio Free Clinic and later 
as La Clı́nica Familiar Del Barrio, the AltaMed 
organization was first managed by doctors, 
nurses, and social workers, who generously 
volunteered their non-working hours to treat 
individuals and their families with the best- 
available medical care. Spurred by a federal 
government measure known as the Urban 
Health Initiative and a federal grant in 1977, 
La Clı́nica Familiar Del Barrio managed to in-
crease its services and the organization offi-
cially changed its name to the AltaMed Health 
Services Corporation. 

Thirty-five years after its inception, AltaMed 
continues to provide quality medical service to 
over 46,000 patients at 19 service outlets, six 
stand-alone health care clinics, two mobile 
health care units, and 11 social service sites 
throughout Los Angeles County. Proudly serv-
ing predominantly low-income and underrep-
resented communities, AltaMed continues to 
be at the forefront of quality health care serv-
ice. Its extensive services provide individuals 
of all ages with state-of-the-art medical and 
dental clinics, geriatric care, home safety, HIV/ 
AIDS prevention, youth support groups, and 
substance abuse prevention and treatment 
programs. 

With an annual operating budget of $55 mil-
lion, AltaMed is the largest nonprofit health 
care agency in the greater East Los Angeles 
area—servicing 46 Zip codes in Los Angeles 
County. With support from various grants, 
AltaMed works to enroll uninsured individuals 
into low cost or no cost insurance programs 
such as Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, California 
Kids and Healthy Kids. In addition, AltaMed 
continues to promote economic and commu-
nity development and is the second largest 

employer in the greater East Los Angeles 
area, with over 900 racially diverse and multi- 
lingual staff members. 

I want to commend the work of AltaMed’s 
President and CEO Cástulo de la Rocha, the 
Board of Directors, its nine senior manage-
ment professionals, and its generous sup-
porters for their tireless and excellent leader-
ship efforts. Their hard work made AltaMed’s 
35th Anniversary Gala a reality. 

May this historic event be an opportunity for 
everyone to commemorate the vision, com-
passion, and commitment that the original 
AltaMed founders had for their community 35 
years ago. And may today’s AltaMed leader-
ship and medical team carry their mission for-
ward into the future. 

f 

THE PASSING OF ILLINOIS STATE 
SENATOR VINCE DEMUZIO 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Illinois State Senator 
Vince Demuzio who passed away on April 27. 
Senator Demuzio, or Vince as most people 
knew him, lived a life dedicated to public serv-
ice. While committing himself to the public 
good, Vince still found time for his family—his 
wife, Deanna, their two children and their four 
grandchildren. 

In central Illinois, Vince Demuzio is remem-
bered as a champion for education, a fighter 
for good jobs and roadways, and a tireless ad-
vocate for the needs of his constituents. 

Illinois Senate Minority Leader, Frank Wat-
son, said of Vince, ‘‘If we all emulate the con-
cerns that Vince Demuzio had for the people 
he represented and the people of this state 
. . . we would all be better off and be better 
people for it.’’ 

I couldn’t agree more. Illinois has lost a 
great leader with the passing of State Senator 
Vince Demuzio. 

f 

2004 LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with my sincerest pleasure that I rise to recog-
nize the finalists of the 2004 LeGrand Smith 
Congressional Scholarship Program. This spe-
cial honor is an appropriate tribute to these re-
markable young adults for their academic ac-
complishments, demonstration of leadership 
and responsibility, and commitment to social 
and civic involvement. We all have reason to 
celebrate their success, because our future 
rests in their promising and capable hands. 

The finalists are being honored for showing 
the same generosity of spirit, depth of intel-
ligence, and capacity for human service that 
distinguished the late LeGrand Smith of Som-
erset, Michigan. 

They are young men and women of char-
acter, ambition, and initiative, who have al-
ready learned well the value of hard work and 
commitment. 

These exceptional students have consist-
ently displayed their dedication, intelligence 
and concern throughout their high school ca-
reers. They stand out among their peers not 
only because of their many achievements, but 
also the disciplined manner in which they 
meet all challenges. Although they have al-
ready accomplished a great deal, these young 
people possess unlimited potential. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, 
we join the many admirers in extending our 
highest praise and congratulations to the final-
ists of the 2004 LeGrand Smith Congressional 
Scholarship program: 

Tinsley Hunsdorfer of Albion, Michigan; 
Renee Gaudreau of Albion, Michigan; Ben-
jamin Wilson of Battle Creek, Michigan; 
Heather Taylor of Homer, Michigan; Michael 
Schneider of Litchfield, Michigan; Lacey 
Ferro of Jonesville, Michigan; Joshua 
Robare of Hillsdale, Michigan; Amy Sanford 
of Reading, Michigan; Elysia Berry of Read-
ing, Michigan; Kimberly Emens of Waldron, 
Michigan; Zachary Risk of Jonesville, Michi-
gan; Ryan Cherry of Brooklyn, Michigan; 
Amanda Jones of Michigan Center, Michi-
gan. Tiffany Lambert of Jerome, Michigan; 
Eric Palmer of Jerome, Michigan; Amy 
Nemeth of Jackson, Michigan; Kathryn 
Gillen of Jackson, Michigan; Zachary 
Kanaan, Jr. of Clark Lake, Michigan; Susan 
Hammond of Jackson, Michigan; Benjamin 
Stafford of Parma, Michigan; Rachel 
Osborne of Hudson, Michigan; Lyndsey 
Banks of Adrian, Michigan; Olivia Rawson of 
Onsted, Michigan; Leanna Pelham of Onsted, 
Michigan; Sara Worsham of Onsted, Michi-
gan; Blythe Crane of Chelsea, Michigan; 
Ashleigh Doop of Dexter, Michigan; and Eliz-
abeth Parker of Dexter, Michigan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. SERGIO RASCÓN 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Mr. Sergio Rascón, a labor union leader who 
exemplifies the best in American leadership 
today. 

Born in 1953 in Sonora, Mexico, Mr. Rascón 
grew up and graduated from high school in 
the San Fernando Valley region of Los Ange-
les. Possessing a strong passion for labor 
union politics, in 1979 he was named Labor 
Foreman of the Laborers’ International Union 
of North America LIUNA Local 300, a powerful 
subdivision of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

In 1984, he was named an official agent of 
the LIUNA Local 300, while becoming a natu-
ralized U.S. citizen that same year. Dem-
onstrating a natural ability to lead, motivate, 
and organize workers, he earned the highest 
honors by his peers and was promoted to the 
executive board of the Labor Council for Latin 
American Advancement LCLAA in 1989 and 
later to Business Manager and President of 
the LIUNA Local 300 union throughout the 
1990s. 

Currently holding politically influential posi-
tions as First Vice President of the LCLAA 
State Chapter and as Los Angeles Commis-
sioner on the Convention and Exhibition Cen-
ter Bureau, Rascón is regarded as one of the 
most powerful and youngest political activists 
in the United States. Under his direction, the 
LIUNA Local 300 is involved in more political 
races than any other in its history. 
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