E696

Prime Minister Sharon’s recent proposal to
withdraw Israeli troops and settlements from
the Gaza Strip is quite significant. Until now,
no Israeli Prime Minister was prepared to uni-
laterally evacuate settlements before Israel
had been promised comprehensive peace as
part of a final status agreement. And it is es-
pecially remarkable that the father of the set-
tlement movement, Ariel Sharon, has led this
initiative.

It is undeniable that Palestinians have suf-
fered enormously. We must all have
rachmanus—compassion—for innocent Pal-
estinians, but Palestinians primarily suffer be-
cause of their own failed leadership. In order
to achieve peace, the Palestinian Authority
must be transformed. Arafat's dictatorship
must end. Democracy and the rule of law
must win out. Palestinian schools must cease
their teaching of hatred and implement a cur-
riculum of coexistence. Most importantly, a
new vision of peace and prosperity must be
broadcast throughout the Arab world, and the
likes of Al Jazeera television and Arab news-
papers must terminate their deranged glorifi-
cation of martyrdom and Jihad.

Israel has responsibilities as well. Prime
Minister Sharon must continue to construct the
security barrier in a manner that minimizes the
hardships of the Palestinian people and stop
settlement expansion on the Palestinian side
of the fence.

My friends, the largest challenges facing the
Jewish people do not lie solely in Israel or the
Middle East. We are witnessing a dramatic
rise in anti-Semitic discourse, behavior and
sentiment throughout the world—especially in
Europe. Tomorrow | will join Secretary of State
Powell and leaders from 55 nations at an
international conference on European anti-
Semitism in Berlin.

At this conference, | will continue to urge
European governments to take decisive action
against anti-Semitic hate crimes and impose
stronger measures to punish perpetrators of
these heinous acts. European leaders must
acknowledge that anti-Semitism is not just a
Jewish problem. It is a social disease that has
plagued Europe throughout history. It is not a
temporary or political phenomenon, and it
must be met with a zero-tolerance policy, es-
pecially in European schools.

Fortunately, there is reason for hope as
more European nations are finally confronting
their complicity in the annihilation of European
Jewry. Last week—while in Budapest—to
mark 60 years since the deportation and killing
of 600,000 Hungarian Jews, | was overtaken
with emotion when told that the display of
Israeli flags throughout the city marked the
most prominent display of the Star of David
since yellow stars were branded on the chests
of Jews. Today, Europe has no choice but to
face the evils of anti-Semitism, so we may ful-
fill the promise of “never again,” in memory of
those lost and as a promise to generations to
come.

Last week, on Yom HaShoah we mourned
for those who have passed, and today we do
S0 again on Yom Ha'zikaron. It is not a coinci-
dence, however, that tomorrow we will cele-
brate the continuity of life, the independence
of Israel and the perseverance of the Jewish
State. This should give us great hope. As
Israel marks the beginning of its 56th year of
independence, it is my most sincere wish that
the vision of hope embodied in Israel's na-
tional anthem—Hatikva—may come to fruition
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and that Israel may soon find a genuine peace
that will last m’dor v'dor—from one generation
to the next.

———————

HONORING MR. ROSS P. ROGERS

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Ross P. Rogers as he concludes
his many, dedicated years with the Merced Ir-
rigation District and a 45 years career in which
Ross has provided resources essential to life
in the Central Valley: water to our farmers’
fields and into our families’ homes and
schools as well as electricity to power our cit-
ies, businesses and neighborhoods.

Ross Rogers has long been a valued leader
and a true public servant. He spent nearly his
entire life honorably serving his country and
his local community. Ross’ introduction to pub-
lic leadership and self sacrifice came as he
served as the Battalion Sergeant Major of the
United States Army’s 57th Field Artillery, 7th
Infantry Division in Korea from 1951 to 1954.
He then used his leadership abilities and com-
mitment to public service to lead to a long and
distinguished career.

After leaving the service, Ross decided to
use what he learned studying civil engineering
at the University of Nevada and work for the
State Department of Water Resources. He
then joined the East Contra Cost Irrigation
District as General Manager. In 1991, he
joined the Merced Irrigation District, where he
would make his lasting impression and finish
his career.

In his relatively brief tenure here, Ross has
created a legacy for the Merced Irrigation Dis-
trict by turning it into one of the most re-
spected water agencies in the state of Cali-
fornia. This was despite the fact that the dis-
trict he inherited in 1991 had just suffered
from the longest drought in recent history and
was handicapped by internal struggles.

Ross has never been fearful of change or
innovation in his work. The most notable ex-
ample was in 1995, when Ross made the de-
cision to create the Energy Resources Depart-
ment. That decision dramatically changed the
Merced Irrigation District for the better. His
leadership moved the district squarely into the
21st century and has the potential to lead to
an economic boon for our local communities.

Following his longstanding tradition of public
service, Ross has been extremely active in his
local community outside of his work with the
water district. He has been an active member
in the Brentwood Lions Club for twenty-five
years, dutifully serving in all Lions Club offices
and as President twice.

Ross has been married to his wife Adair for
forty-seven years, and together they have two
daughters and three grandchildren. | am proud
to recognize all of Ross’ numerous accom-
plishments and to call him my friend. Today |
call upon my colleagues to help me thank
Ross for his commitment and dedicated serv-
ice to the Central Valley, and to wish him a
very happy retirement.
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TRIBUTE TO VALERIE JEAN
WOODWARD TURNER

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the life of Valerie Jean Woodward
Turner. Valerie had the good fortune to travel
throughout the world during her life. She used
these diverse cultural experiences to educate
those around her and cultivate a loving envi-
ronment for those across the economic and
social spectrum. It gives me no greater pleas-
ure than to honor today this kind and gentle
spirit.

Affectionately known as “Sister T,” Valerie
graduated from Cabrillo High School in
Lompoc, California and went on to attend Cali-
fornia State University, Sonoma, earning a
bachelor’s degree in liberal arts. In 1981, while
attending Loveland Church, Valerie accepted
Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior and
made assurance of her eternal life secure. Her
ability to see beauty in all things and desire to
share her wealth of experiences made her a
unique and beloved member of her commu-
nity. Valerie's love of teaching and gifted abil-
ity in arts and crafts led to the opening of
“Valerie's Gifts and Consignments.” This was
not only a store but also a forum to interact
with the community around her, opening her
home and her heart to those she cared about
most.

In January 1991, Valerie joined her husband
in the Temple Missionary Baptist Church,
where he served as interim pastor and later
elected senior pastor. Her move to Temple
Missionary was accompanied by a leadership
role in the Inland Empire.

Valerie had a love for education and chil-
dren that was finally satisfied when she began
teaching at Loveland Academy in Fontana,
California in 1992. During her time there she
co-founded the Temple Learning Center (TLC)
where she served faithfully as principal. Her
commitment to bettering the lives of others
was further evident in her missionary work in
American Samoa, Western Samoa, and Ja-
maica, and especially the children’s missions
in Ghana, Malawi, and Zambia.

| join today with family and friends in paying
tribute to Valerie Turner, a dearly loved mem-
ber of her family and community. She was a
selfless role model and a generous teacher.
Above all, Valerie was a supportive and dedi-
cated wife, mother, and friend. She is survived
by her husband Pastor Raymond W. Turner
and their six children. She will be deeply
missed by all.

——————

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of my colleagues who stood to commemorate
the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923 and in
memory of those who died 89 years ago.

The Genocide of 1915-1923 was the cul-
mination of decades of official Ottoman poli-
cies to stamp out Armenia—religiously, cul-
turally, and ethnically. The “Armenian Ques-
tion” posed a problem for many successive
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leaders until a seemingly “brilliant” realiza-
tion—“No Armenians, No Armenian Question.”
The horrible answer to a perplexing question
led to the slaughter of millions of Armenians
and the continuing denial of the massacres by
today’'s Turkish government.

The long lists of atrocities have been well
documented by numerous sources. The dwin-
dling number of Armenians who survived the
long death marches still tell chilling stories of
their families’ deaths. American diplomats and
missionaries documented brutal attacks on
peaceful cities and towns. German military
personnel allied to the Turkish government,
who defied orders to look the other way, com-
piled a record of death and destruction
throughout the region. Even Turkish par-
liamentary and government documents speak
to the existence and scope of these mas-
sacres.

The United States has a long history and
long alliance with the Armenian people. During
the massacres of the late Nineteenth century,
tons of humanitarian supplies and hundreds of
thousands of dollars poured into Armenia from
the United States in an effort to alleviate the
suffering of the Armenian people. American
missionaries and prominent Americans, includ-
ing American Red Cross founder Clara Barton,
visited Armenia and aided the starving, home-
less, and terrorized. During the Genocide of
1915-1923, American missionaries docu-
mented the slaughter of Armenian men,
women, and children. In some cases, mission-
aries risked their own lives to protect Arme-
nians.

Despite a compelling record proving the
massacre of millions of human beings, there
are still individuals, organizations, and govern-
ments that deny what happened 89 years ago.
Given the United States’ longstanding dedica-
tion to combating human rights abuses, it is
shocking that the United States government
has not officially recognized the savage butch-
ery of one of the 20th Century’s worst human
rights violations.

In his book “The Burning Tigris,” Peter
Balakian describes the Genocide as follows:

The plan to liquidate the Armenians of the
Ottoman Empire was put into action in the
spring and early summer of 1915. It was well
orchestrated, and in city and town, village
and hamlet, and in the Armenian sections of
the major cities of Asia Minor and Anatolia,
Armenians were rounded up, arrested, and ei-
ther shot outright or put on deportation
marches. Most often the able-bodied men
were arrested in groups and taken out of the
town or city and shot en masse.

In the southeast towns and cities as were
both Kkilling stations and refugee spots,
where Armenians who had survived long
death marches from the north lived in con-
centration camps, in makeshift tents, or on
the desert ground, hoping to stay alive. Far-
ther south, in the Syrian desert, more Arme-
nians died than perhaps anywhere else.
There the epicenter of death was the region
of Deir el-Zor, where Armenians died not
only of massacre, starvation, and disease but
were stuffed into caves and asphyxiated by
brush fires—primitive gas chambers.

The Committee of Union and Progress’s
[Turkish ruling party] plan to exterminate
the Armenians was made possible by the
highest level of government planning: har-
nessing the bureaucracy for the organization
and implementation of the Armenian depor-
tations; the formation and organization of
Killing squads; the creation and manipula-
tion of legislation, and the use of technology
and communications . . .
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The Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923
ranks among the Holocaust, Pol Pot's Cam-
bodia, Stalin’s starvation of kulaks in the
Ukraine, and Muslim violence against Chris-
tians in Sudan as one of the worst instances
of inhumanity and wanton cruelty. No one de-
nies that these violent events happened. In-
deed, the denial of these episodes would be
met with immediate criticism and vociferous
censure. Why is Turkey given a pass when it
comes to admitting past mistakes?

| recognize that Turkey is a NATO ally and
an ally in the war on terror. | recognize that
the United States needs to maintain friendly
relations with Turkey to help stabilize the Mid-
dle East, but as a friend of Turkey, the United
States should be able to take its ally aside
and point out its mistakes. Without recognizing
our mistakes and our shortcomings, we do not
learn. Without recognizing malice and cruelty
wherever it is found, we risk forgetting these
events and the lessons to be learned from
them.

My deepest sympathies go to the whole of
Armenia, and more importantly, my pity to
those who continue to deny or ignore the mas-
sacre of 1.5 million Armenians during the
Genocide of 1915-1923.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUDITH *“JR”
RODRIGUE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege
to rise today and pay tribute to Judith “JR”
Rodrigue and thank her for her outstanding
commitment to serving the people of Colorado
as the Chief Clerk of the Colorado House of
Representatives. After twenty-four years of
tireless service, JR will be stepping down from
her position as Chief Clerk. As she celebrates
her retirement, let it be known that she leaves
behind a wonderful and strong legacy of dedi-
cation to the Colorado General Assembly and
the citizens of Colorado.

In 1979, JR began her career in the State
House as an Assignable Clerk. She has since
served as Messenger, Historian for the House
of Representatives, and Chief Clerk’s assist-
ant, before her appointment as Chief Clerk in
1994. Some of her many accomplishments as
Chief Clerk include publishing an Office Man-
ual for the Members of the House, creating
the Chief Clerk’s Book, creating the Book of
Motions, and serving as a member of the
American Society of Legislative Clerks and
Secretaries.

Most importantly, JR has provided excellent
leadership and guidance, while establishing a
close camaraderie with her colleagues and
members of the Colorado House. Indeed, one
of the highlights of my service as a state legis-
lator was the friendship and guidance | re-
ceived from JR. | can guarantee that | speak
for many past and current members when |
say she will always be revered for the level of
honesty, integrity, and impartiality that she
brought to her position. She is everybody’s
friend and always has a smile. She will be
sorely missed by one and all.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Judith Rodrigue before this body of Congress
and this nation, and to congratulate her on an
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outstanding career of public service. Her self-
less dedication to the Colorado General As-
sembly and the people of Colorado as the
Chief Clerk of the Colorado House of Rep-
resentatives is truly remarkable. | wish her all
the best in her future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN KULOW

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize courage, loyalty, nobility, and honor;
values enshrined in the everyday lives of fire-
fighters. These brave men and women wake
up every morning and routinely put their lives
in harm’s way.

| often marvel at the integrity one must pos-
sess to run voluntarily into a burning building
knowing they may not exit alive. Every year,
1.9 million fires are reported throughout the
country—that's three fires a minute, 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. At a moment’s no-
tice, our firefighters give their lives for us; one
such man was Kevin Kulow.

Only 32, Kevin Kulow was the quintessential
firefighter; a hardworking family man from
Houston, a devoted husband, father to two
beautiful little boys, and a man known for his
charisma, Kevin was a modern day hero.

One of Kevin's life ambitions was to be a
firefighter. He served for several years as a
volunteer fireman in Sealy, Texas but in Sep-
tember 2003, he completed fire academy and
joined the ranks of the Houston Fire Depart-
ment. Kevin tragically perished fighting a fire
earlier this month. Today, | offer a salute to a
man who epitomized the values that our coun-
try was built on, offer my prayers for his fam-
ily, and extend my gratitude to Kevin Kulow for
defining integrity.

———

COMMENDING MR. DONALD
HINKLE

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the founder and artistic director of
the Berks Classical Children’s Chorus, Mr.
Donald Hinkle.

Mr. Hinkle has a long and distinguished ca-
reer in music. He received a Bachelor of
Music degree from the Oberlin Conservatory
of Music and a Master of Sacred Music from
Wittenberg University. Post-graduate studies
include time spent at Union Theological Semi-
nary School of Music in New York City and
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New
Jersey. He was the Director of Music at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Reading, Pennsylvania
from 1969 through 1996.

In 1992, Mr. Hinkle decided to use his tal-
ents and establish a musical organization to
train young singers. Twelve years and hun-
dreds of singers later, the Berks Classical
Children’s Chorus (BCCC) continues to edu-
cate vocal artists from grade school through
high school. An ensemble of over 125 profes-
sionally and rigorously trained young men and
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