
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E681April 28, 2004
Glacier Bay National Park. In 1994, he first ac-
quired the rank of superintendent at Bering 
Land Bridge National Preserve, and also held 
the post at Western Arctic National Parklands 
in Kotzebue, Alaska. During his years with the 
Park Service, Mr. Spirtes became known for 
his ability to foster cooperation between resi-
dents and other groups with conflicting inter-
ests without compromising the integrity of the 
natural resources under his supervision. 

In May 2003, David Spirtes brought this 
same professional and conciliatory quality to 
his native New York as superintendent of Fire 
Island National Seashore—a national park 
known both for its natural beauty and political 
sensitivity. Upon his arrival at Fire Island, Mr. 
Spirtes found a community divided over a 
number of issues, ranging from erosion to the 
use of vehicles on the beach. To dispel the 
existing atmosphere of contention, he quickly 
acquainted himself with the park, its residents, 
and other parties affiliated with its operation, 
thoughtfully weighing the priorities and agen-
das of each. Although he had been at Fire Is-
land for less than a year, Mr. Spirtes is cred-
ited with mending much of the divisiveness in 
the community through his cooperative brand 
of leadership and willingness to listen. Mr. 
Spirtes quickly gained the respect of the Fire 
Island community and is often touted as the 
best superintendent in the park’s history. 

During his long career, David Spirtes earned 
numerous awards for his achievements in wil-
derness management, assisting in the Exxon 
oil spill response, and managing search and 
rescue operations. In 2000, he was honored 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Meritorious 
Service Award. Mr. Spirtes graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1970. Prior to joining the National 
Park Service, he served as a pathfinder and 
infantryman with the Army’s prestigious 101st 
Airborne Division in Vietnam. He is survived 
by his wife, Kathy, their young daughter, Alex-
andra, two brothers, Richard and Peter, and 
sister, Judy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring the 
memory of David Spirtes. Throughout his ex-
emplary career with the National Park Service, 
Mr. Spirtes worked to preserve and promote 
the most important natural treasures in our na-
tion, which enhanced the quality of life of 
countless communities and all Americans. 
Though his stewardship of Fire Island National 
Seashore was brief, his many contributions 
will not be forgotten by the residents of Fire Is-
land and those with whom he worked. Mr. 
Spirtes’ leadership and strength of character 
are qualities each of us should aspire to em-
brace as we carry out our professional and 
private endeavors.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to salute an outstanding young woman who 
has been honored with the Girl Scouts of the 
USA Gold Award by Girl Scouts—Kickapoo 
Council in Peoria, Illinois. She is Alicia 
McCombs of Girl Scout Troop 47. 

Alicia is being honored on May 2, 2004 for 
earning the highest achievement award in 
U.S. Girl Scouting. The Girl Scout Gold Award 
symbolizes outstanding accomplishments in 
the areas of leadership, community service, 
career planning, and personal development. 
The Girl Scout Gold Award can be earned by 
girls ages 14–17 or in grades 9–12. 

Girl Scouts of the USA, an organization 
serving over 2.6 million girls, has awarded 
more than 20,000 Girl Scout Gold Awards to 
Senior Girl Scouts since the inception of the 
program in 1980. To receive the award, a Girl 
Scout must fulfill five requirements: earn four 
interest project patches, earn the Career Ex-
ploration Pin, earn the Senior Girl Scout Lead-
ership Award, earn the Senior Girl Scout Chal-
lenge, and design and implement a Girl Scout 
Gold project. A plan for fulfilling the require-
ments of the award is created by the Senior 
Girl Scout and is carried out through close co-
operation between the girl and an adult Girl 
Scout volunteer. 

As a member of the Girl Scouts—Kickapoo 
Council, Alicia began working toward the Girl 
Scout Gold Award in September 2000. Her 
project consisted of co-directing a school play 
with responsibilities including set building, cos-
tumes, makeup, and lighting. Alicia is currently 
a senior at Lewistown High School. 

The earning of the Girl Scout Gold Award is 
a major accomplishment for Alicia and I be-
lieve she should receive the public recognition 
due her for this significant service to her com-
munity and her country.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Larry O’Toole, founder and presi-
dent of Gentle Giant Moving Company. Gentle 
Giant has received numerous accolades since 
it’s incorporation in 1985, including the Greater 
Boston Chamber of Commerce’s 2002 Small 
Business of the Year award, the 2002 and 
2003 Better Business Bureau Local Torch 
Award for Excellence, five time winner of both 
the Improper Bostonian’s Best Moving Com-
pany award and Boston Magazine’s Best of 
Boston: Best Moving Company. However, just 
this spring, Mr. O’Toole has been named the 
Small Business Administration’s State Small 
Business Person of the Year from Massachu-
setts. 

Mr. O’Toole began Gentle Giant in 1980, 
with $17, a truck he borrowed from a friend 
and a single ad placed in a weekly Boston 
newspaper. By 1990, the company’s revenue 
was $2 million; by 2000, it was $12 million. 
There is no special secret to Gentle Giant’s 
success. Mr. O’Toole relies heavily on well 
trained, well conditioned moving crews; in fact, 
three Gentle Giant employees participated in 
the Barcelona Olympics. The company also 
consistently goes above and beyond the call 
of duty to assist those who are moving, to the 
point where Gentle Giant offers complimentary 
packing seminars on Saturday mornings. The 

result of Mr. O’Toole’s business approach is 
sound—90% of Gentle Giant’s business is ei-
ther repeat or referral. 

However, there is more to running a suc-
cessful business than profit and sound busi-
ness strategy. There is also giving back to the 
community, and in this regard, Mr. O’Toole 
and Gentle Giant are nonpareil. Gentle Giant 
has partnered for years with the AIDS Action 
Committee, the Boys and Girls Club and the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition. Mr. O’Toole 
has started the Gentle Giant Rowing Club, of-
fering free and subsidized rowing lessons to 
teens and adults. In fact, just this year, Gentle 
Giant sponsored 11 runners in the 2004 Bos-
ton Marathon. 

In closing, I salute Larry O’Toole for being 
awarded the Small Business Administration 
State Small Business Person of the Year for 
Massachusetts. It is a well deserved recogni-
tion.
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Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of Brown v. 
Board of Education. 

The United States Supreme Court case, de-
cided on May 17, 1954, challenged the con-
stitutionality of racial segregation in public 
schools. The landmark decision of Brown v. 
Board of education affected changes in na-
tional and social policy by putting an end to 
the legality of racial segregation. 

The achievements of early leaders continue 
today as Linda Brown and Cheryl Brown Hen-
derson, daughters of Oliver Brown, the first of 
the 12 families to file suit, promote equality in 
education. Their foundation, the Brown Foun-
dation for Education Equity, Excellence and 
Research, provides scholarships for minority 
students. 

In the spirit of equality, I am pleased to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of Brown 
v. Board of Education.
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the somber occasion of the 
89th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, 
and to call upon the Administration to finally 
recognize this horrible crime for what it truly 
was, systematic and deliberate murder. 

The Armenian Genocide began on April 24, 
1915, and within eight years one and a half 
million Armenians were tortured and killed. 
Tortures that the Armenians were forced to 
endure included forced labor, rape, kidnap-
ping, and death marches under the guise of 
‘‘temporary relocation.’’ A grave injustice was 
intentionally committed by the Ottoman Empire 
during these years, and it is imperative that 
we now stand up and demand that this injus-
tice be officially recognized by Turkey, the 
United States, and the World. 
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The senseless crime of genocide is one of 

the most reprehensible acts that can be com-
mitted by man. To attempt eradication of an 
entire population based on a misguided preju-
dice is absolutely vile, and the United States 
should do everything in its power to try and 
prevent such atrocities from happening in the 
future. Only by explicitly defining genocide and 
ensuring that all cases of genocide throughout 
history are appropriately identified can we ef-
fectively deter this crime. Particularly at this 
time of heightened vigilance around the world, 
it is absolutely imperative that America take a 
strong stance against the most troubling of all 
terrorist acts, mass killings. 

We can not forget Adolph Hitler’s haunting 
remark to his military staff prior to launching 
the Holocaust: ‘‘who, after all, remembers the 
annihilation of the Armenians.’’ Let us stand 
up as a country and let the world know that 
we do remember.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to salute an outstanding young woman who 
has been honored with the Girl Scouts of the 
USA Gold Award by Girl Scouts—Kickapoo 
Council in Peoria, Illinois. She is Kendall Juers 
of Girl Scout Troop 555. 

Kendall is being honored on May 2, 2004 
for earning the highest achievement award in 
U.S. Girl Scouting. The Girl Scout Gold Award 
symbolizes outstanding accomplishments in 
the areas of leadership, community service, 
career planning, and personal development. 
The Girl Scout Gold Award can be earned by 
girls ages 14–17 or in grades 9–12. 

Girl Scouts of the USA, an organization 
serving over 2.6 million girls, has awarded 
more than 20,000 Girl Scout Gold Awards to 
Senior Girl Scouts since the inception of the 
program in 1980. To receive the award, a Girl 
Scout must fulfill five requirements: earn four 
interest project patches, earn the Career Ex-
ploration Pin, earn the Senior Girl Scout Lead-
ership Award, earn the Senior Girl Scout Chal-
lenge, and design and implement a Girl Scout 
Gold project. A plan for fulfilling the require-
ments of the award is created by the Senior 
Girl Scout and is carried out through close co-
operation between the girl and an adult Girl 
Scout volunteer. 

As a member of the Girl Scouts—Kickapoo 
Council, Kendall began working toward the 
Girl Scout Gold Award in September 2000. 
For her project, Kendall refurbished the Glen 
Oak Primary School library. Her efforts con-
sisted of organizing new and slightly used 
books that were donated into the existing li-
brary. She also made bags that the children 
could use to carry home checked out library 
books. Kendall is currently a freshman at Illi-
nois Central College. 

The earning of the Girl Scout Gold Award is 
a major accomplishment for Kendall and I be-
lieve she should receive the public recognition 
due her for this significant service to her com-
munity and her country.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
wishes to submit, for the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD, an editorial from the Omaha World 
Herald, which questions the skyrocketing cost 
of Norvir, an essential antiretroviral drug pre-
scribed to AIDS patients. According to the edi-
torial, the drug previously cost $1,500 annu-
ally, on average. The cost has now risen to 
approximately $7,800 per year—which is a 
420 percent increase! Yet, Europeans are 
paying a fraction of this price for the very 
same drug. 

While this Member believes pharmaceutical 
manufacturers should be able to recoup the 
costs of researching, developing, and mar-
keting pharmaceutical products, American 
consumers should not be forced to pay the 
world’s highest prices for the medicines they 
need. 

Norvir has raked in more than $1 billion dol-
lars for Abbott Laboratories since its debut in 
1996. Apparently, such profit is not enough, as 
the company has quintupled the price of the 
medication. This is just one example of how 
the pharmaceutical industry is working to line 
its pockets with dollars from hard-working 
Americans. 

Government officials and consumers cannot 
allow the pharmaceutical industry to continue 
to charge Americans such egregious prices for 
medical treatments, especially when most 
drugs, like Norvir, are researched and devel-
oped with assistance from the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH). As taxpayers, we de-
serve and demand much better.

IF NOT NOW, WHEN? 

When Abbott Laboratories quintupled the 
price of its vital AIDS drug, Norvir, it didn’t 
upset merely the patients whose health de-
pend on their daily meds. The action also set 
off activists already demanding drug re-
importation from Canada and other coun-
tries. 

Norvir is a key ingredient in the drug 
‘‘cocktail’’ that helps AIDS patients keep 
their disease under control. The drug pre-
viously costs $1,500 a year, on average. That 
has risen to about $7,800 a year—in the 
United States. Europeans pay a tenth of 
that; Belgians, for instance, spend the equiv-
alent of $720 a year. 

Abbott can’t raise its drug prices overseas 
because nearly all other governments con-
trol pharmaceutical prices. Not only does 
the U.S. government not generally cap drug 
prices (nor are we saying it should), but Con-
gress specifically forbade federal agencies 
from negotiating drug prices in the recently 
passed Medicare drug-benefit bill. 

Even more outrageous: Norvir was devel-
oped with federal money. 

Work on the drug began in 1988 with a 
grant from the National Institutes of Health 
to Abbott’s AIDS drug research program. 
The former head of that effort called the fed-
eral money ‘‘critical’’ in the drug’s rapid de-
velopment. Norvir debuted in 1996 as only 
the second protease inhibitor on the market. 

It has earned more than $1 billion since 
then for Abbott. 

And the company expresses its thank-you 
by quintupling the cost of the drug. It’s rea-
son? Well, company spokesmen said, patients 

are using smaller doses of Norvir and the 
price increase is needed to make up lost rev-
enue. And, of course, there is the overseas 
price-cap ‘‘problem.’’

The federal government needn’t be helpless 
in the face of such gall. 

In the boilerplate wording that companies 
agree to when they accept NIH money, it 
says that the government can require ‘‘rea-
sonable’’ prices for drugs developed with fed-
eral grants. 

The clause isn’t often invoked. But if not 
now, when?
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Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of the United States. The Royal College was 
created in 1984 and is located in Detroit, 
Michigan. Today, the Royal College of Physi-
cians provides invaluable publications and 
continuing education to physicians across the 
globe. 

The Royal College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, is truly an international organization. 
With locations in Canada, England, Ireland, 
Australia, and South Africa. The Royal College 
of Physicians and Surgeons is committed to 
providing better health care around the world 
through their commitment to the science of 
medicine and surgery. This commitment has 
led the Royal College of Physicians and Sur-
geons to be one of the most highly respected 
Royal Colleges in the World. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say the hard 
work and dedication of the Royal College 
takes place in my home State of Michigan. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the tremendous work of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons and to join me in 
celebrating their 20 years of service.
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Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in honor of Dr. George Williams, a distin-
guished faculty member emeritus at Stony 
Brook University on the occasion of a sympo-
sium celebrating his work. Dr. William an ac-
claimed scientist and internationally renowned 
evolutionary biologist. 

Dr. Williams arrived at Stony Brook Univer-
sity in 1960, before the school existed in its 
current form. His expertise and accomplish-
ments were critical in building the reputation of 
the school, now one of the premier research 
institutions in our country. Dr. Williams legacy 
has greatly benefited the thousands of stu-
dents and faculty that have passed through 
Stony Brook since his arrival. 

Dr. Williams was elected to the U.S. Na-
tional Academy of Sciences in 1993. In 1999, 
he shared the distinguished Crafoord Prize of 
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