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I am proud to join more than 100 of my col-

leagues in cosponsoring H. Res. 193, which 
emphasizes the importance of remembering 
and learning from past crimes against human-
ity. We must demand that the United States 
officially acknowledge the forced exile and an-
nihilation of 1.5 million people as genocide. 

Denying the horrors of those years merely 
condones the behavior in other places as was 
evidenced in Rwanda, Indonesia, Burundi, Sri 
Lanka, Nigeria, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Sudan, and 
Iraq. Silence may have been the signal to per-
petrators of these atrocities that they could 
commit genocide, deny it, and get away with 
it. 

As Americans, the reminder of targeted vio-
lence and mass slaughter is still raw. We lost 
nearly 3,000 people on September 11. I can-
not imagine the world trying to say that this 
did not occur. The loss of 1.5 million people is 
a global tragedy. 

A peaceful and stable South Caucasus re-
gion is clearly in the U.S. national interest. 
Recognizing the genocide must be a strategy 
for this goal in an increasingly uncertain re-
gion. One of the most important ways in which 
we an honor the memory of the Armenian vic-
tims of the past is to help modern Armenia 
build a secure and prosperous future. 

The United States has a unique history of 
aid to Armenia, being among the first to recog-
nize that need, and the first to help. I am 
pleased with the U.S. involvement in the em-
phasis of private sector development, region-
ally focused programs, people-to-people link-
ages and the development of a civil society. 

I recently joined many of my colleagues in 
requesting funding for Armenia including for 
Foreign Military Financing, for Economic Sup-
port Funds, and for assistance to Nagorno-
Karabakh. 

Armenia has made impressive progress in 
rebuilding a society and a nation in the face of 
dramatic obstacles. I will continue to take a 
strong stand in support of Armenia’s commit-
ment to democracy, the rule of law, and a 
market economy—I am proud to stand with 
Armenia in doing so. But there is more to be 
done. Conflict persists in the Nagorno-
Karabakh region. 

Congress has provided funding for con-
fidence building in that region, and I will con-
tinue my support of that funding and the move 
toward a brighter future for Armenia. But in 
building our future, we must not forget our 
past. That is why I strongly support the efforts 
of the Armenian community in the construction 
of the Armenian Genocide Memorial and Mu-
seum. Because so many Armenians have spo-
ken of the destruction, they have made certain 
that we remember. 

Nothing we can do or say will bring those 
who perished back to life, but we can imbue 
their memories with everlasting meaning by 
teaching the lessons of the Armenian geno-
cide to the next generation and help Armenia 
build its future.
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IN RECOGNITION OF KIDS DAY 
AMERICA/INTERNATIONAL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of the ‘‘Kids Day 

America’’ event in Anniston, AL, to be held 
this year on May 15, 2004. ‘‘Kids Day Amer-
ica’’ is in its 10th year and is a special day set 
aside across the nation to address health, 
safety, and environmental issues that affect us 
as individuals and as a community. Wade 
Clinic of Chiropractic of Anniston is the official 
chiropractic office representing the event. 

This year in Anniston, ‘‘Kids Day America’’ 
will benefit the Wellness Education Founda-
tion, a national nonprofit organization formed 
for the purpose of educating communities 
across the country about wellness issues. The 
Anniston Police Department is bringing 
McGruff, the Crime Dog; the Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Department will be present to finger-
print ID children; the Calhoun County LINC 
Program will be presenting parenting work-
shops; the Health Department will be distrib-
uting information; and the Alabama Power 
Company will be presenting their 
‘‘SafetyOpolus.’’ 

More than 1500 communities have partici-
pated in ‘‘Kids Day America.’’ With the help 
and support of thousands of local police de-
partments, county sheriff offices, dentists, and 
photographers who volunteer, the children 
who attend will be able to complete their own 
Child Safety ID cards. 

I salute ‘‘Kids Day America’’ for the service 
it provides and commend Wade Clinic of 
Chiropractic of Anniston, Alabama, for its 
sponsorship of this event on May 15, 2004.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ISRAEL ON 
ITS NATIONAL DAY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the people of Israel who celebrate their 
Independence Day today in accordance with 
the Hebrew calendar. Fifty-six years ago, on 
May 14 1948, the Jewish people proclaimed 
the establishment of their own state and Israel 
was born. After hundreds of years of diaspora 
and persecution and three years after the full 
terrors of the holocaust were disclosed to the 
world, the Jewish people were finally able to 
return to the land of their biblical roots. 

The Israeli and the American people have 
had a special relationship ever since 1948. 
President Harry S Truman was the first head 
of state to recognize the new country. He had 
always seen the extraordinary connection of 
the American people and the Jewish popu-
lation in the Middle East. In his memoirs he 
stressed that both the Americans and the 
Jews in the Near East were pioneers who 
turned unexploited lands into powerful engines 
of growth. Under the hard working hands and 
the sweat of the Jewish people, the bleak 
desert started to bloom and within years of its 
existence the state of Israel became an eco-
nomical developed country which attracted im-
migrants from all over the world. 

Even before the state of Israel was estab-
lished, President Truman foresaw that the 
Jewish state would be a stable democracy 
with values similar to those of the United 
States. Truman admired Israel’s first President 
Chaim Weizmann as a great statesman and 
the relationship of these two men was one of 
mutual understanding and respect. These sen-

timents are still dominant between Americans 
and Israelis today. 

Israel has had to fight against external foes 
from the very beginning of its existence. With 
great bravery, the Israeli people have been 
defending their country for 56 years and have 
lost more than 21,700 soldiers and thousands 
of civilians in this struggle. Yesterday, the 
Israeli people observed a special annual day 
of remembrance for the victims of this fight. I 
want to express my sympathy to the people of 
Israel for their human losses in the past and 
in the present. The American people are 
deeply concerned about the ongoing conflict 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis and 
hope that these two people will soon find a 
way to live together in peace. 

I wish the Israeli people a peaceful and 
cheerful Independence Day. They have every 
reason to be proud of their country.
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ON THE LOSS OF LANCE 
CORPORAL MATTHEW K. SERIO 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sorrow that I rise to recognize the death 
of Lance Corporal Matthew K. Serio, a brave 
Marine who served with dignity and honor in 
Iraq. I join his family and the people of Rhode 
Island in mourning this great loss. 

On Monday, April 5, Lance Corporal Serio 
was killed by enemy fire during combat oper-
ations near Fallujah, Iraq. A member of Char-
lie Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, Lance 
Corporal Serio was serving his second tour of 
duty in Iraq. He graduated from North Provi-
dence High School in 2001, where he distin-
guished himself as a member of the football 
team. After graduation, he pursued a lifelong 
dream and immediately enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

I extend my deepest condolences to his par-
ents Anthony and Sharon, his younger brother 
Chris, and his older brother A.J., who serves 
in the Navy. The people of North Providence 
and Rhode Island have demonstrated their 
love and appreciation for Matthew’s sacrifice 
and have spoken highly of his contributions to 
their lives. Those who knew him well recalled 
his friendliness and compassion, as well as 
his patriotism and love of service. 

His loss causes us to reflect on the bravery 
demonstrated by our men and women in uni-
form as they carry out their obligations in the 
face of danger. When their nation called them 
to duty to preserve freedom, liberty and the 
security of their neighbors, they answered 
without hesitation. We remember those who 
have fallen not only as soldiers, but also as 
patriots who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their country. May we keep their loved ones in 
our thoughts and prayers as they struggle to 
endure this difficult period and mourn the he-
roes America has lost. 

We will continue to hope for the safe and 
speedy return of all of our troops serving 
throughout the world.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE DONOHO 

SCHOOL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to The Donoho 
School in Anniston, Alabama, on the occasion 
of the celebration the of school’s 40th anniver-
sary on Friday, May 7, 2004. 

The Donoho School is an independent, col-
lege-preparatory day school in Anniston, Ala-
bama, enrolling 366 students in pre-kinder-
garten through grade twelve. It was founded 
as a secondary institution in 1963 and char-
tered under the name of The Anniston Acad-
emy. In 1976, the name was changed to The 
Donoho School in recognition of Mrs. Harriet 
Wallis Donoho, a founder and benefactor of 
the school. 

The Donoho School’s mission is to provide 
a quality college-preparatory education to ca-
pable, highly motivated students. It is com-
mitted to the development of the total child by 
providing a challenging curriculum in an at-
mosphere conducive to good citizenship, per-
sonal integrity and devout religious principles. 
The school’s academic, athletics, fine arts and 
other student activities are designed to fulfill 
this commitment. 

As the Congressional representative for An-
niston, Alabama, I have long been aware of 
the outstanding reputation The Donoho School 
holds in the local community and surrounding 
areas. I am proud to salute this fine school on 
its 40th anniversary.
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CONGRATULATING DOROTHY 
NORIEA 

HON. DAVID VITTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dorothy Noriea, of Mandeville, Lou-
isiana. Dorothy has been named the Louisiana 
Breast Cancer Task Force’s Board Member of 
the Year. 

After being diagnosed with breast cancer in 
the summer of 1998, Dorothy underwent a 
lumpectomy, mastectomy, chemotherapy and 
radiation and completed treatment in 1999. 
Dorothy has since served as a member Lou-
isiana Breast Cancer Task Force, an organiza-
tion which puts forth an immeasurable amount 
of effort in working towards a cure for breast 
cancer. 

In addition to her work with the Louisiana 
Breast Cancer Task Force, Dorothy also 
serves on the Board of the Mandeville PTA, 
the Greater Covington Junior League, the 
Beau Chene Garden Club, and the Pres-
byterian Women’s Club. Her invaluable service 
to the community shows her to be selfless and 
full of strength and courage. 

I come to the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives today to personally commend and 
honor Dorothy Noriea on being named the 
Louisiana’s Breast Cancer Task Force’s Board 
Member of the Year. I am honored that we as 
members of the U.S. Congress are able to 
recognize a woman who has been through so 

much in her own personal life yet still man-
ages to give so much to the community. She 
deserves tremendous acknowledgement and 
appreciation for all that she has contributed to 
the citizens of Louisiana. 

Again, I would like to thank Dorothy Noriea 
for so honorably representing the state of Lou-
isiana.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the victims of one of history’s 
most terrible tragedies, the Armenian Geno-
cide. 

April 24, 1915 is remembered and solemnly 
commemorated each year by the Armenian 
community and others throughout the world. 
On that day, Armenian religious, political, and 
intellectual leaders were arrested in Constanti-
nople, taken to the interior of Turkey and mur-
dered. In the years that followed, Armenians 
living under Ottoman rule were systematically 
deprived of their homes, property, freedom, 
dignity, and ultimately their lives. By 1923, 1.5 
million Armenians had been massacred and 
500,000 more had been deported. 

The Armenian Genocide is a historical fact, 
despite the efforts of some to minimize its 
scope and deny its occurrence. Many of the 
survivors of the genocide came to the United 
States, where they and their descendants 
have contributed to our society in countless 
ways. In my district, there is a significant pop-
ulation of Armenian survivors and their fami-
lies that showed heroic courage and a will to 
survive. With faith and courage, generations of 
Armenians have overcome great suffering and 
proudly preserved their culture, traditions, and 
religion and have told the story of the geno-
cide to an often indifferent world. As Members 
of Congress and people of conscience, we 
must work to overcome the indifference and 
distortions of history, and ensure that future 
generations know what happened. 

Mr. Speaker, genocide is the most potent of 
all crimes against humanity because it is an 
effort to systematically wipe out a people and 
a culture as well as individual lives. Denying 
that genocide took place when there are re-
corded accounts of barbarity and ethnic vio-
lence is an injustice. This was a tragic event 
in human history, but by paying tribute to the 
Armenian community we ensure the lessons 
of the Armenian genocide are properly under-
stood and acknowledged. I am pleased my 
colleagues and I have this opportunity to en-
sure this tragedy is remembered.
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CELEBRATION OF ISRAEL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today we 
commemorate Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel’s Inde-
pendence Day. For 56 years, Israel has been 

forced by its neighbors and many in the inter-
national community to fight for the right to 
exist. As the only country in the region with a 
popularly elected democracy, Israel remains 
our staunchest ally. 

In the face of continuous terror, citizens of 
Israel try to lead a normal life. However, they 
remain haunted by acts of violence that they 
have witnessed. Sadly, many have felt the an-
guish of knowing someone who has been 
murdered. Many are afraid to ride buses, sit in 
cafes, or visit outdoor markets. The pursuit of 
happiness, often taken for granted in the 
United States, is summarily abridged by those 
that seek to destroy Israel. 

The majority of Israeli citizens desire peace 
with their neighbors. They want to be free 
from terrorist attacks and free from the con-
stant fear that plagues them. On this day, 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut, we must pledge to work to 
further the goal of peace in the Middle East 
and ensure the continued existence of the 
lone representative democracy in the region, 
our friend and ally, Israel. Let us not forget 
that this is a day of celebration for Israelis who 
commemorate the establishment of Israel with 
great joy. Against all odds, the fledgling Jew-
ish State has survived and grown into a sta-
ble, economically strong country.

f 

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL ETHNIC 
COALITION OF ORGANIZATIONS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
today to pay tribute to an outstanding humani-
tarian organization, the National Ethnic Coali-
tion of Organizations. NECO, as it is better 
known, celebrates its 20th anniversary this 
year. 

NECO’s mandate is simple but powerful, 
universal in scope and humanitarian in pur-
pose. It seeks to preserve ethnic diversity, 
promote equality and tolerance, combat injus-
tice and bring about harmony and unity among 
all peoples. 

Since its founding in 1984 this multi-ethnic 
coalition has taken leadership in the promotion 
of diversity and has sponsored programs, ac-
tivities and educational initiatives designed to 
break through the walls of ethnic misunder-
standing and ignorance. 

I am especially pleased and proud in this 
tribute to acknowledge the inspirational leader-
ship and tireless work of NECO’s Chairman 
and a good friend, William Denis Fugazy. Bill 
has been the leader of NECO throughout 
these 20 years and in that role has become 
one of our nation’s most respected humani-
tarian leaders and a dedicated visionary, who 
constantly works to promote brotherhood and 
respect between all citizens. 

NECO’s most distinct program is familiar to 
many of you and to the general public. Each 
year since 1986, NECO has awarded the Ellis 
Island Medal of Honor. It honors Americans of 
various ethnic origins for their outstanding 
contributions to this country. It is an award 
that has been bestowed on all American 
Presidents since 1986 as well as Nobel Prize 
winners, leaders in entertainment, business 
and science and a number of members of 
Congress on a bi-partisan basis. I was proud 
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