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on our success in improving the health of mi-
nority and other medically underserved popu-
lations. 

I am a proud cosponsor of H.R. 918, the 
Patient Navigator, Outreach, and Chronic Pre-
vention Act. This legislation would set up pa-
tient navigator systems, which would provide 
patients with a trained navigator ‘‘buddy’’ from 
their own community, who speaks their own 
language, and who will act as their advocate 
in navigating the health care system. This pro-
gram would do wonders to increase aware-
ness of programs and services in minority 
communities, and provide an opportunity to 
empower impacted communities in the fight 
against cancer. 

By passing legislation like H.R. 918 and 
lending support to National Minority Cancer 
Awareness Week, we can reduce and ulti-
mately eliminate the disparate burden of can-
cer and other diseases on minority and medi-
cally underserved communities. I urge my col-
leagues to support both of these important ini-
tiatives. 
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CLEAN WATER ON EARTH DAY 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
afternoon to recognize Earth Day and discuss 
the clean water challenges facing America. 
Over the last three decades our nation has 
made significant progress in addressing the 
pollution of lakes, streams, rivers and estu-
aries. However, these crucial gains in water 
quality are in jeopardy of being lost. The 
wastewater treatment facilities that have been 
the cornerstone of the Clean Water Act’s suc-
cess are now in need of critical upgrades and 
the resources for this environmental impera-
tive are no where to be found. 

The Government Accounting Office, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and the Water 
Infrastructure Network have all found a waste-
water infrastructure funding gap in excess of 
$500 billion, over the next 20 years. These as-
sessments come at a time when we continue 
to reduce the federal commitment to clean 
water infrastructure. The FY 2005 Administra-
tion budget calls for less than $2 billion in fed-
eral investment for both wastewater and drink-
ing water infrastructure. This declining invest-
ment in America’s clean water comes at a 
time when we are providing nearly $4 billion to 
Iraq for water infrastructure. 

The time has come for our nation to rededi-
cate itself to the importance of clean water 
and the infrastructure which makes it possible. 
It is time for Congress and the Administration 
to give serious consideration to making signifi-
cant new investments in clean water infra-
structure. We have dedicated funding sources 
to support our highway, aviation, and naviga-
tion infrastructure and it is now incumbent 
upon us to find similar funding support our na-
tion’s most critical infrastructure—water infra-
structure. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced legislation to 
reauthorize the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund in the last three Congresses that would 
increase the federal investment in clean water 
infrastructure ten-fold. This investment would 
help clean our environment and help our 

economy by producing thousands of new, 
good paying jobs. Unfortunately, this year’s 
version of this important legislation is being 
held up over ideological issues that have noth-
ing to do with cleaning up the environment or 
providing future Americans and our habitats 
with clean, safe water. 

I call on my colleagues this Earth Day to re-
flect on the importance of water in our daily 
lives and provide the infrastructure that makes 
clean water possible with funding that it re-
quires. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MOUNT 
VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. MORAN and I rise today to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the Mount Vernon-Lee 
Chamber of Commerce (MVLCC) located in 
Fairfax County, Virginia. 

Since 1954, the MVLCC has provided dedi-
cated service to southeast Fairfax County, 
working tirelessly to promote business devel-
opment and success. The chamber has effec-
tively created an environment in which both 
well-established and new businesses can 
thrive. With regard to public policy, the 
MVLCC has powerfully advocated local busi-
ness priorities, working with local, state, and 
federal officials on economic, transportation, 
and public safety issues. 

In addition, the MVLCC plays an active role 
in local tourism, providing helpful information 
on hotels, restaurants, and points of interests 
to visitors in the area. Recently, the chamber 
contributed greatly to the community-based ef-
forts responsible for bringing the National Mu-
seum of the United States Army to Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia. 

Over the years, the MVLCC has dem-
onstrated great commitment to the entire Mt. 
Vernon-Lee area. Having recognized the im-
portance of education to a strong community, 
the MVLCC grants scholarships to six grad-
uating high school students each year. The 
MVLCC and its members run a weekly Meals 
on Wheels delivery route to provide warm and 
friendly meals to home-bound members of the 
community. 

Since its inception in 1954, the MVLCC has 
proven an invaluable asset to the Mt. Vernon- 
Lee community, helping make southeastern 
Fairfax County a great place to live, learn, 
work, do business, and visit. We greatly ap-
preciate the chamber’s notable contributions to 
Northern Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, we would like to 
commend and congratulate the MVLCC on 
fifty years of success. They have served the 
interests of both their members and their com-
munity well, truly meriting recognition. We call 
upon our colleagues to join us in applauding 
the MVLCC’s past accomplishments and in 
wishing the chamber continued success in the 
many years to come. 

HONORING LANE TECH HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Lane Tech High School of Chicago 
for its achievement on winning the third place 
title in the citywide Academic Decathlon and 
the fourth place position at the Illinois Aca-
demic Decathlon competition on March 13, 
2004. 

The Academic Decathlon is a team competi-
tion wherein students are tested through a di-
verse group of scholastic categories including: 
art, economics, essay interview, language and 
literature, mathematics, music science, social 
science and speech. 

With up to nine members from each team 
competing in all ten events of the decathlon 
and representing a diversity of scholastic apti-
tude, the true spirit of this year’s ‘‘America: 
The Growth of a Nation’’ theme has been ad-
vanced. 

The decathlon, which was first created by 
Dr. Robert Peterson, has helped maximize the 
learning potential of young minds through 
competitive challenge. Lane Tech High School 
has demonstrated its ability to shine among 
the best and brightest of Chicago’s academic 
community. 

As finalists in the citywide Academic De-
cathlon, the nine students from Lane Tech 
High School went on to compete in the Illinois 
Academic Decathlon, participating in the 
semifinals of one of the most prestigious high 
school academic competitions in the United 
States. 

I commend each of our Lane Tech competi-
tors: Carlos Becerril, Moiz Bhai, Rosa Alamo, 
Jennifer Brown, Jason Thomas, Kristin Stein, 
Abdulmajid Umer, Linda Ta, Xenia Basarab, 
Dessislavia Harizanova, Sheraz Khan, Lenny 
Soez Ocasio and Peter Porok. 

Reaching this level of competition is a tre-
mendous achievement and deserves special 
recognition. Lane Tech students set the stand-
ard for scholastic excellence that the Aca-
demic Decathlon seeks to attain. 

Mr. Speaker, I join with all residents of the 
Fifth Congressional District of Illinois in con-
gratulating Lane Tech High School on its 
achievement. I wish the Academic Decathlon 
winners the best of luck and continued suc-
cess as their education continues. I am very 
proud of these young and future leaders of to-
morrow. It is my privilege to represent them in 
the U.S. Congress. 
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TRIBUTE TO COOPERATION IN 
RESTORATION OF DAMAGED 
PUBLIC LANDS 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, the 
public lands are the property of all the Amer-
ican people, and we all have a stake in their 
condition. That’s why it’s encouraging to see 
various groups working together to remedy 
problems on those lands. 
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Just last week, for example, members of the 

Longmont-based Trailridge Runners Four- 
Wheel Drive Club joined Sierra Clubbers, 
other environmentalists, and U.S. Forest Serv-
ice employees to help restore a degraded 
meadow in the Lefthand Canyon area of the 
Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest, in Colo-
rado. Volunteers helped grade and reseed 
areas of the meadow that have been eroded 
by four-wheeling activities. The impetus for 
this was a $250,000 grant procured by the 
four-wheel group. 

Their efforts drew the attention of the Daily 
Camera in Boulder, which praised them in an 
editorial that rightly noted the ‘‘The land 
doesn’t care if we’re Democrats or Repub-
licans, recreationalists or preservationists, bird 
watchers or mountain bikers. And no matter 
how gingerly we tread, all who use public 
lands contribute to the impacts. And coming 
together to help heal the land beats pointing 
fingers any day.’’ 

I join in congratulating this exemplary coop-
erative effort. For the benefit of our col-
leagues, I am attaching the full text of the 
Camera’s editorial. 
[From the Boulder, Colorado Daily Camera, 

Apr. 21, 2004] 
SEEDS OF COOPERATION 

LAND IS THE BENEFICIARY OF VOLUNTEER 
EFFORTS 

Especially when budgets are tight at the 
local, state and federal levels, our public 
lands can use all the help they can get. 

So it’s nice to know that volunteers are so 
often willing to invest their own sweat, time 
and scraped knuckles in personal steward-
ship when public money isn’t there. They 
can’t fill all the gaps, but every bit helps. 

And it’s even better when disparate 
groups—even antagonists—can all agree that 
whatever their differences, it’s the land that 
matters. That was the case Saturday, when 
members of the Longmont-based Trailridge 
Runners Four-Wheel Drive Club joined Si-
erra Clubbers, other environmentalists, and 
U.S. Forest Service employees to help re-
store a degraded meadow in Lefthand Can-
yon. 

The impetus for this laudable cooperation 
was a $250,000 grant procured by the four- 
wheel group. Volunteers helped grade and re-
seed areas of the meadow that have been 
eroded by four-wheeling activities. 

Groups that often come under fire for most 
environmental degradation—though the cul-
prits are usually a small minority—increas-
ingly recognize the value of reaching out and 
caring for the land. In this case, it’s four- 
wheelers, but on Boulder Open Space, dog ad-
vocates routinely hold mass poop baggings, 
and a group of trail runners last fall pitched 
in a remarkable 180 hours of trail work in ex-
change for permission to hold a grueling race 
up Mt. Sanitas. 

The land doesn’t care if we’re Democrats 
or Republicans, recreationalists or preserva-
tionists, bird watchers or mountain bikers. 
And no matter how gingerly we tread, all 
who use public lands contribute to the im-
pacts. And coming together to help heal the 
land beats pointing fingers any day. 
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TRIBUTE TO ELYSE LEON 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to Ms. 

Elyse Leon, a remarkable woman who has 
dedicated the past three years of her life to 
the restoration of the Bronx River, which is 
vital to my congressional district. 

Elyse began working for the restoration of 
the Bronx River on March 21, 2001, while a 
student at New York University. After grad-
uating with a double major in Spanish and 
Psychology, she became a full time Bronx 
River Outreach Coordinator for the New York 
City Department of Parks and Recreation and 
the Bronx River Alliance. Elyse has been an 
outstanding ambassador for the Bronx River. 
Working with residents, colleagues and more 
than 70 partner organizations of the Bronx 
River Alliance, as well as with the board, 
teams and staff of the Alliance, Elyse has 
found multiple ways to involve people in the 
Bronx River renaissance, whether by planting, 
cleaning, biking, paddling, walking, planning or 
dancing. In all of these activities and more, 
Elyse has a talent for making people feel wel-
come. 

For three years Elyse has successfully orga-
nized two very important annual events; the 
Bronx River Flotilla and the Golden Ball Cele-
bration. These two events, which I have at-
tended, draw a large number of supporters to 
the river to celebrate its restoration. In addi-
tion, Elyse could be found at innumerable 
community meetings, outdoor events, and 
Bronx River Alliance gatherings, encouraging 
people to get involved with the Bronx River 
and its greenway. She also produced a bi-
weekly e-mail newsletter and other publica-
tions, such as the recent Safety Guide to 
River Park, which reached thousands of peo-
ple. 

Mr. Speaker, the restoration of the Bronx 
River has been one my top priorities as a 
Member of both the New York Assembly and 
the U.S. House of Representatives. Rejuve-
nating its greenway and corridor will provide 
recreational, educational and economic re-
sources for the communities through which the 
river flows. Such an important project could 
not have been undertaken without the partici-
pation of dedicated and resourceful individuals 
like Elyse Leon. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in honoring 
Ms. Elyse Leon for her years of service as 
Outreach Coordinator for the Bronx River Alli-
ance and in wishing her well in all her future 
endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING DR. RON 
ANDERSON 

HON. MARTIN FROST 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dr. Ron Anderson, president and 
chief executive officer of Parkland Health & 
Hospital System in Dallas, Texas, for receiving 
the American Hospital Association’s 2004 
Award of Honor. 

During his tenure with Parkland Hospital in 
Dallas, Dr. Anderson has displayed out-
standing leadership capabilities through his 
exemplary efforts to serve the health care 
needs of a densely populated city. As a result 
of Dr. Anderson’s dedication and strong com-
mitment to improving health policies and social 
initiatives, Parkland Hospital has gained the 

respect and praise as a national model for all 
public hospitals around the country. 

As a devoted doctor, Dr. Anderson strives to 
improve the quality of care every patient re-
ceives when they go to Parkland Hospital. 
Through his tireless efforts to revolutionize 
Parkland Hospital in Dallas, and his passion 
for medicine, Dr. Anderson is well deserving of 
the American Hospital Association’s 2004 
Award of Honor. He deserves special recogni-
tion and praise for his direction and hard work. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to congratulate 
Dr. Anderson on his prestigious award and his 
significant accomplishment. Parkland Health & 
Hospital System in Dallas has greatly bene-
fited from the dedication and leadership skills 
Dr. Anderson has shown as president and 
CEO. I know my colleagues will join me today 
in honoring Dr. Anderson, as we wish him 
continued success in his future endeavors. 
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A TRIBUTE TO TRYGVE LIE 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2004 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Trygve Lie, the first Sec-
retary General of the United Nations. Mr. Lie 
was more than an outstanding citizen of Nor-
way and public official, he was truly the bea-
con of light and bedrock of peace for which 
the world yearned in the aftermath of World 
War II. 

Trygve Lie was born in Oslo, Norway on 
July 16, 1896. After being elected a local 
Labor Party president at the age of 16, Lie’s 
course in politics was set. Following his grad-
uation from the Oslo University Law School in 
1919, he was appointed Administration Sec-
retary for the Norwegian Labor Party. He sub-
sequently became a legal advisor to the Trade 
Union Federations, where Lie honed his skills 
at conflict resolution and negotiation. 

Trygve Lie’s distinguished career in govern-
ment saw him appointed to several different 
ministerial positions, but none more career de-
fining than his time spent as Minister of For-
eign Affairs. After the German invasion of Nor-
way, Mr. Lie’s triumph in saving his country’s 
merchant fleet led to his appointment as For-
eign Affairs Minister while the Norwegian gov-
ernment fled to England. This position would 
prove to be a seminal moment in Lie’s career, 
and would elevate his profile internationally. 

As Norway’s Foreign Minister, Lie was an 
outspoken advocate of international coopera-
tion and a more level political playing field, 
while remaining acutely aware of the respon-
sibilities inherent to the then-current world 
powers. 

Mr. Lie attended the U.N. Conference on 
International Organizations as Head of the 
Norwegian Delegation in April of 1945, where 
he also served as Chairman of Commission 
III, which was responsible for drafting the Se-
curity Council provisions of the U.N. Charter. 
Lie’s diplomatic skills and shining abilities as 
an expert negotiator led to his near-unanimous 
election as the first Secretary-General of the 
United Nations in February 1946. 

In his new position, Trygve Lie faced the 
unenviable task of uniting a world that had 
been torn apart by the destruction, devasta-
tion, and hatred of World War II. Despite the 
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