E580

Committee and the Legislative Audit Com-
mittee, and is a member of the House Appro-
priations Committee. Her excellent record in
the State House has earned her the Legal Re-
form Summit State Legislative Award from the
United States Chamber of Commerce, as well
as numerous awards and recognition from
Colorado businesses and organizations.

Tambor’s efforts to better her community in-
clude extensive involvement with civic organi-
zations. She is an active member of the City
of Greeley Mayor’s Advisory Board, a member
of the Commission of Judicial Performance
and member of the Weld County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee. Tambor’s involve-
ment also has included serving as board chair
of Union Colony Civic Center, board member
for Parent Child Learning Center, board mem-
ber of Right to Read, and serves as post advi-
sor for the Explorer Scouts.

Mr. Speaker, it is quite clear that State Rep-
resentative Tambor Williams is a person who
possesses dedication and commitment to her
life long pursuit of public service. It is not only
her incredible devotion, but also her passion
for contributing towards the betterment of the
Weld County community and the State of Col-
orado that | wish to bring before this body of
Congress and this nation. It is my distinct
pleasure to honor Tambor here today, and
wish her and her husband Jim all the best in
their future endeavors.

——————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
DAVID LEE RAUCH PARKS

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF CHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, David Lee Rauch Parks has de-
voted himself to serving others through his
membership in the Boy Scouts of America;
and

Whereas, David Lee Rauch Parks has
shared his time and talent with the community
in which be resides; and

Whereas, David Lee Rauch Parks has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges
with enthusiasm, confidence and outstanding
service; and

Whereas, David Lee Rauch Parks must be
commended for the hard work and dedication
he put forth in earning the Eagle Scout Award;

Therefore, | join with Troop 312 and David’s
family and friends in congratulating David Lee
Rauch Parks as he receives the Eagle Scout
Award.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was also
unavoidably absent from this Chamber on
April 20, 2004. | would like the record to show
that, had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall votes 118, 119 and 120.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote
Nos. 118 and 119, | was unavoidably detained
at the White House. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” for each bill.

———

HONORING ANNETTE GARNETT,
JOHN THICH AND BRUCE DIN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the courageous and selfless acts of
three Monterey County residents currently em-
ployed at Monterey Credit Union, a local finan-
cial institution. Annette Garnett, John Thich
and Bruce Din saved their fellow employees
from certain danger when approached by a
disgruntled and armed former employee.

On the morning of March 17, Annette Gar-
nett, a four-year veteran of the Monterey
Credit Union, was approached and threatened
by Douglas Chase, a former employee that
had been arrested just a day earlier on weap-
ons charges. In an attempt to free Ms. Garnett
from Chase’s hold, John Thich and Bruce Din,
both employed for less than a month at the
time of the event, wrestled the attacker to the
ground and successfully disarmed him. They
were also able to immobilize Chase until po-
lice arrived to take him into custody.

| am deeply moved by the compassion and
bravery these employees exhibited and | be-
lieve they should truly be heralded as heroes.
There is no way of estimating the potential
danger that could have incurred if the re-
sponse to Chase’s attack had been less effec-
tive. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of our community,
| commend these three outstanding citizens
for risking their lives in hope of protecting
those of others.

———
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EXCEL-
LENCY PRESIDENT ZINE EL

ABIDINE BEN ALI OF THE RE-
PUBLIC OF TUNISIA VISITING
WASHINGTON, DC, AT THE INVI-
TATION OF PRESIDENT GEORGE
W. BUSH

HON. NICK J. RAHALL 11

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
extend my most heartfelt welcome to Presi-
dent Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, President of Tu-
nisia, on his visit to the U.S. on February 18,
2004. President Ben Ali has been an
unstinting friend and ally in the war on terror.
Thereby, he has maintained and nurtured an
alliance between the U.S. and Tunisia that has
existed for over two centuries, dating back to
the Treaty of Peace of 1797.

It has been the hallmark of the Honorable
Ben Ali’s tenure as President of Tunisia, to in-
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stitute meaningful and lasting reforms in sev-
eral spheres. President Ben Ali has taken the
lead role in the region as a consistent and ar-
dent supporter of women’s rights. His reform
endeavors carry over into the area of eco-
nomic modernization under the auspices of
ambitious educational reform and investment
in technology and infrastructure. The great
people of West Virginia can certainly appre-
ciate these advancements as they themselves
continue to spearhead similar ventures
through top-notch technology training institutes
and initiatives.

Mr. Speaker, for all of these reasons, | am
honored to welcome His Excellency President
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali on his visit to the
United States in order to meet with President
Bush.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MOFFAT
COUNTY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
rise and pay tribute to Moffat County in my
home state of Colorado. Recently, the United
States Department of Agriculture, along with
the Department of the Interior, recognized
Moffat County for the excellence of its
Wildland Fire and Fuel Management Plan. The
County has developed an innovative approach
to combating the threat of catastrophic wildfire,
and | am honored to recognize its dedication
to the safety of its citizens.

Over the past two and a half years, officials
from Moffat County have worked in conjunc-
tion with local residents, wildfire experts and
government agencies to implement a com-
prehensive system for hazardous fuels reduc-
tion and fire suppression. As a result of these
efforts, Moffat County has created a model
countywide fire plan that provides a template
for the implementation of similar programs in
rural communities nation-wide.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to rise and
pay tribute to Moffat County. The County’s
commitment to integrating the needs and de-
sires of the local community into their fire
planning is certainly deserving of our praise. |
am proud of Moffat County and its tireless
dedication to the protection and betterment of
its citizens.

——————

PUTTING PREVENTION FIRST

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the Pro-choice Caucus Co-Chairs—Con-
gresswoman SLAUGHTER, Congressman
GREENWOOD, Congresswoman DEGETTE, and
Congresswoman JOHNSON for disregarding
partisan lines and working together for the
safety of women and to secure women’s re-
productive rights. | am proud to be an original
cosponsor to such a comprehensive piece of
legislation that does not focus on controversy
but on preventive care and education.

Those who consider themselves pro-choice
do not agree on many issues with those who
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consider themselves pro-life. But the one thing
that we both agree on is preventing women
and teens from having unintended preg-
nancies and having an abortion. To succeed,
we must provide education to young women
about their bodies and about preventing preg-
nancies and STDs. | always say education is
the key. We know that education works—rates
of unintended pregnancies among teens have
greatly declined as well as the number of
abortions being performed. Yet, we have not
done enough. In 2000, there were approxi-
mately 18.9 million new cases of STDs in the
United States including an increase in HIV-
AIDS.

The reproductive health of women should
be a public health priority for our Nation. Al-
though, | believe abstinence should be taught
and stressed—it is not a reality for many of
our young people. Family planning programs
must be available to all women—young, older,
poor, middle class, those with private insur-
ance or on Medicaid. Again, | commend the
pro-choice caucus for offering legislation that
focuses on keeping abortion legal, safe, and
rare with proper education and preventive
health care services.

HONORING NOVA CHEMICALS, INC.

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize Nova Chemicals,
Inc., a chemical manufacturer located in
Monaca, Pennsylvania, recently honored by
Toyota Motor Manufacturing of North America,
Inc. as a top supplier for 2003. It is truly an
honor to have an industry leader in my district.

Annually, the Toyota Motor Manufacturing of
North America, Inc. acknowledges those sup-
pliers who have met their highest standards in
quality, delivery, supplier diversity and value
improvements for parts, materials, and trans-
portation. Toyota is strongly committed to buy-
ing from local sources for U.S. manufacturing
operations—currently, Toyota buys from 500
U.S. suppliers. By the year 2006, Toyota will
have the capacity to build 1.66 million cars
and trucks a year and 1.29 million engines in
North America.

Nova Chemicals, Inc.’s Beaver Valley facility
was recognized for both quality and delivery
during this year's 2004 Supplier Awards Cere-
mony at Toyota’s Annual Business Meeting
and Awards Ceremony. Since the company’s
start in 1954, it has grown into a multi-billion-
dollar corporation and is now North America’s
largest producer of polystyrene. Furthermore,
Nova Chemicals, Inc. is an active participant
in the local communities where their facilities
are based—not only do they provide financial
improvements to the communities they join but
they also improve the social surrounding as
well.

| ask that all the members in the House of
Representatives join with me in honoring this
outstanding company based within the Fourth
Congressional District of Pennsylvania. | am
pleased to represent this award winning chem-
ical manufacturer.
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TRIBUTE TO MS. LAUREN LINCOLN
HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding, young American,
Ms. Lauren Lincoln. Ms. Lincoln created, from
the ground up, a Rainbow Winter Guard team
for Special Olympians in Rochester, New
York. This is a great accomplishment for any
individual, but what makes Lauren’s situation
unique is she is just 16 years of age.

Lauren Lincoln, a resident of Irondequoit,
New York, first developed the idea of creating
a color guard after attending an exhibition by
Special Olympians in Dayton, Ohio, last year.
She quickly transformed this idea into reality
after conversations with local Special Olympic
officials. By September of 2003, the newly
formed Rainbow Winter Guard was having
weekly practices and on October 13, 2003,
had their first official performance.

In addition to the creation and training of the
Special Olympians, Lauren has managed the
administrative tasks that accompany such an
endeavor. She developed a budget, created a
practice and performance schedule and raised
monies to fund the costs of maintaining the
program.

Mr. Speaker, Lauren Lincoln is one example
of many exceptional youths who are displaying
altruistic dedication to the public good. She is
a model for all Americans and | commend her
achievements.

———

INTRODUCING THE KNOW YOUR
VOTE COUNTS ACT OF 2004

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | am intro-
ducing the Know Your Vote Counts Act of
2004, legislation which will amend the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 to require voting
systems to print a paper record for each ballot
that the voter can verify for accuracy before
the ballot is cast. This makes a recount pos-
sible in the event that a state determines one
is needed. Without a paper trail, a recount is
impossible.

Current law permits precincts to print ballots
for the first time after the polls have closed.
Therefore, voters might never get to see their
ballots. This creates a risk that the computer
record may differ from the voter's true inten-
tions, without the voter ever knowing. More-
over, computer malfunctions or insider hacking
might occur between the time of voting and
printout, defeating the goal of the paper record
requirement. The Know Your Vote Counts Act
eliminates these possibilities by clarifying to
states that a ballot must be printed at the time
of each vote, thus ensuring the achievement
of HAVA'’s goal of electoral integrity.

Electronic voting systems are supposed to
increase voter confidence in election results.
Without this safeguard, they seem to do any-
thing but. A prominent fear has developed that
these machines will facilitate a cyber version
of dumping ballot boxes in the river. Software
could be set to record votes with no regard to
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how the votes were actually cast. It is instruc-
tive that the Pentagon scrapped an Internet
voting project because officials there deter-
mined there was no way they could guarantee
that voting records could be kept secure. This
issue should be a major concern for all of us.

The new Election Assistance Commission
has plans to disburse $2.3 billion as early as
next month to states for technology upgrades
in voting equipment. Complying only with the
upgrades required under current law, however,
poses future problems for states. Presently,
states could purchase machines without the
capability of printing ballots for the voter to
verify for accuracy.

States have already experienced problems
that illustrate the problems created by voting
machines without an auditable paper record.
In Indiana, a glitch resulted in 5,352 voters
casting 144,000 votes. Virginia machines sub-
tracted votes rather than adding them to a
candidate’s total in some cases. In Florida,
10,844 votes were cast; candidate won by 12
votes, but there were 137 under-votes. Florida
state law requires a manual recount of all
under-votes in a race with this tight a margin,
but no paper trail was available and the re-
count was impossible. A recent study of Mary-
land electronic voting machines found that
they were all equipped with one of two locks,
which keys to the other machines could open.
Finally, in Georgia, on Super Tuesday, ten
voting terminals were found sitting in the lobby
of a Georgia Tech building unattended, in un-
locked cases. These machines easily could
have been altered during this time.

This legislation protects the integrity of elec-
tronic voting systems by requiring a voter-
verified paper audit record for each ballot. The
voter can verify the ballot at that time, and the
paper record created can be used if state de-
termines that recount is needed. To preserve
ballot secrecy and prevent voter intimidation,
this bill prohibits voters from copying or re-
moving the record from a polling place. The
Know Your Vote Counts Act respects prin-
ciples of federalism and defers to state law, al-
lowing states to make their own decisions
about when to require recounts while pre-
venting computer error or deliberate fraud
from altering election outcomes.

This is not a partisan issue. It is an Amer-
ican issue. All Americans must know that their
votes count. | urge my colleagues to co-spon-
sor the Know Your Vote Counts Act of 2004
in the 108th Congress so that we can ensure
that the votes cast are the votes counted.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SPC. JUSTIN
REDIFER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
rise and pay tribute to an outstanding patriot
from my home state of Colorado. Army Spe-
cialist Justin Redifer recently returned from
serving our nation in Operation Iragi Freedom,
and in recognition of his actions, was awarded
a Bronze Star with a distinction for valor. This
incredible honor is a testament to Justin’s
courage and bravery, and | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize him before this
body of Congress and this nation today.
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