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Mr. Speaker, |, on behalf of the United
States Congress, salute Mr. Keppel for reflect-
ing a great credit upon himself, and our na-
tion. | offer my sincere thanks for all that he
has done for Northwest Florida and this great
nation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
April 20, | was not present for business on the
floor of the House due to personal business
and was thereby absent for votes on rolicall
Nos. 118 through 120. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 118,
“yea” on rollcall No. 119, and “yea” on rollcall
No. 120.

———

TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS JOHN AMOS, 11

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride and honor that | pay tribute to an
outstanding American, a true patriot, and a
hero to his country, Private First Class John
Amos Il. Pfc. Amos was killed in action on
Sunday, April 4, 2004, while serving in Kirkuk,
Iraq for the 1st Battalion, 21st Infantry Regi-
ment, 25th Infantry Division of the United
States Army. He bravely sacrificed his life to
ensure the safety of his fellow soldiers, the
Iragi people, and the very idea of freedom
throughout the world. He was remembered at
funeral services held on the morning of Tues-
day, April 13, 2004, in his hometown of
Valparaiso, Indiana.

John Amos was raised in Giriffith, Indiana
and later moved to Valparaiso, Indiana where
he graduated from Valparaiso High School in
2002. After the September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks on the United States, John’s dedica-
tion to his country led him to enlist in the
United States Army right after his graduation
from Valparaiso High School. Although the
physical and mental demands were extremely
difficult, John remained undeterred in his de-
sire to serve in the military. The son of an Air
Force Veteran, John understood the hardships
of military life and accepted them with the
courage and fortitude befitting a soldier dedi-
cated to the defense of his country.

Pfc. Amos deployed for Irag as part of the
1st Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment, 25th In-
fantry Division. John was on patrol near
Kirkuk, Iraq when an explosion hit his military
vehicle and prematurely took his life. John
wanted nothing more than to dedicate his life
to the military, and he honored his unit on
April 4, 2004, by sacrificing himself to pre-
serve the values he treasured.

Although it was his ambition to serve his na-
tion as a soldier, nothing was more important
to Pfc. Amos than his family. He is survived by
his mother, Susan Amos, his father, John
Amos, a sister, Rebecca Amos, two half broth-
ers, Hunter and Tyler Amos, grandfather,
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Hank Amos, and grandparents Doug and Lucy
Whitehead, as well as a nation and a commu-
nity who will never forget the sacrifice that he
made to protect our freedom. His father, John
Amos, was an Air Force Veteran who John
looked to for guidance and advice while con-
templating service in the military. John re-
mained close to his family until his death, and
he will never be forgotten by those he left be-
hind.

Mr. Speaker, at this time | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring a fallen hero, United States Army
Private First Class John Amos Il. Pfc. Amos is
the 21st resident of Indiana to sacrifice his life
in Iraq, and his passing comes as a difficult
setback to a community already shaken by the
realities of war. Pfc. Amos will forever remain
a hero in the eyes of his family, his commu-
nity, and his country; thus, let us never forget
the sacrifice he made to preserve the ideals of
freedom and democracy.

HONORING SALEM SHAPIRO’S 95TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
on Friday, April 23, Salem Shapiro, a retired
city planner now living in Redding, Con-
necticut, will celebrate his 95th birthday. Nor-
mally on an occasion like this, | would hail his
service in the Pacific Theater during WWI and
salute the idealism with which he battled sub-
urban sprawl and exclusionary zoning. But
such a standard tribute to his 60—year career
misses the larger message of his life: his joy-
ful refusal to bow to the cliches of old age.

Like many senior citizens today, Salem Sha-
piro took up writing in his late eighties. But in-
stead of dwelling on autobiography and family
genealogy, he composed satirical essays that
channeled the spirit of Jonathan Swift. Claim-
ing to be a master of “Non-Euclidean, Non-
Linear Logic,” he puckishly suggested that the
elderly were fast becoming an endangered
species because of their “unusually low birth
rate when compared with other sectors of the
population.” His remedy was to champion the
mythical organization called “Save the Elderly
from Themselves.” Then there was his mock-
ing proposal to deal with the high cost of cam-
paigning by suggesting that the presidency be
let out for auction, thereby enriching the Fed-
eral Treasury rather than individual TV sta-
tions.

But nothing better captures Salem Shapiro’s
indomitable spirit as well as a poem he wrote
a few years ago entitled “An Attitude.” The
last two stanzas deftly summarize his philos-
ophy of aging:

I too have lived a lifetime

Enjoying myself and serving society
But I will not allow me

To be cast off like the leaf

In the Fall of my life.

I shall continue my activity

In interacting with friends

And people and groups such as this
That constitutes my tree

And resist turning dry and crumble.

Longevity encompasses far more than luck
and genes. It is, in many ways, the ultimate
art form.

April 21, 2004

Mr. Speaker, please join me as | hail Salem
Shapiro on his 95th birthday.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BRAD YOUNG

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity and pay tribute to Brad
Young and thank him for his commitment to
public service as a four-term member of the
Colorado House of Representatives. Brad will
always be remembered for the leadership and
guidance he has provided, and as he cele-
brates his retirement, let it be known that he
leaves behind a great legacy in the Colorado
General Assembly and for the people of Colo-
rado.

Raised in Lamar, Colorado, Brad received
his bachelor's and master’'s degree in agricul-
tural engineering from Colorado State Univer-
sity. This academic background served Brad
well in representing Baca, Bent, Huerfano, Las
Animas, Otero, and Prowers counties in the
64th District, where agriculture and water
issues are so vital. His work in the General
Assembly also has included sponsoring the
Habitat Partnership program, the Rural Doctor
Tax Credit, Workers Comp Education by Com-
munity Colleges, and Aquaculture regulation
by the Department of Agriculture. Brad’s lead-
ership and dedication in the State House
earned him the important chairmanships of the
Appropriations and Joint Budget Committees,
and he is a former member of the Education
and Transportation Committees.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute
before this body of Congress and this nation
to State Representative Brad Young for his
selfless efforts of public service during his ten-
ure in the Colorado House of Representatives.
The level of integrity and honesty Brad has
displayed while serving his district and the
people of Colorado has earned the respect
and admiration of his peers. | would like to ex-
tend my congratulations to Brad on his retire-
ment and wish him, his wife Rebecca, and his
two daughters Cassandra and Laura all the
best in their future endeavors.

——————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
JULIA MARIE ERICKSON

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, John and Michelle Erickson are
celebrating the arrival of their daughter, Julia
Marie Erickson; and

Whereas, Julia Marie Erickson was born on
the twenty-fifth Day of March, 2004 and
weighed seven pounds and one ounce; and

Whereas, Mr. And, Mrs. Erickson are proud
to welcome their new daughter into their
home; and

Whereas, Julia Marie Erickson will be a
blessed addition to her family, bringing Cove,
joy and happiness for many years to come;

Therefore, | join with Members of Congress
and Congressional Staff in celebrating with
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John and Michelle Erickson and wishing Julia
Marie Erickson a very Happy Birthday.

CONGRATULATING NATIONAL
TEACHER OF THE YEAR KATH-
LEEN MELLOR

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Kathleen Mellor for being named
the 2004 National Teacher of the Year. Mrs.
Mellor, a resident of South Kingstown, Rhode
Island, is the first Rhode Islander and also the
first English as a Second Language (ESL)
teacher to be honored with such an award.

Mrs. Mellor currently teaches at Davisville
Middle School and Hamilton Elementary
School. She has twenty-three years of experi-
ence as a teacher and has worked with the
North Kingstown School Department since
1985. She developed an ESL program for the
school system that allowed ESL students to
remain in mainstream classrooms for the ma-
jority of their day. She fostered a community
within the school, while encouraging students
to share their own cultures and languages with
one another. This first-rate program flourished
and is still in place today.

In addition to her many academic accom-
plishments, Mrs. Mellor volunteers in her com-
munity and started a program called Ladybugs
where mothers of ESL students can practice
their conversational English, so they can bet-
ter understand their children’s new lives. In
recognition of her creation of a warm learning
environment, energetic disposition, and deter-
mination for her ESL students to succeed, she
was nominated for, and won, the 2004 Rhode
Island Teacher of the Year Award.

Mrs. Mellor was named National Teacher of
the Year by the Council of Chief State School
Officers on April 20th, 2004. Today she will be
recognized for her achievements by President
Bush in the Rose Garden of the White House.
In the next year, 150 national and international
groups will have the honor of hearing Mrs.
Mellor speak while she travels as the national
ambassador for the teaching profession.

Mr. Speaker, it is not often enough that the
hard work and determination of our educators
are acknowledged, so it is with great pride that
| recognize an exceptional teacher like Kath-
leen Mellor for all her accomplishments.

| hope our colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Kathleen Mellor on her award.

————————

VFW VOICE OF DEMOCRACY
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 21, 2004
Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
| commend to my colleagues the following
essay written by one of my constituents.
[From the 2003-2004 VFW Voice of
Democracy Scholarship Contest]
MY COMMITMENT TO AMERICA’S FUTURE
NEW MEXICO
(By Christina Durano)

The future of America does not depend on
power of its government, the wealth of its
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corporations, or the abundance of its natural
resources. The future of America lies in its
young people and their commitment to this
extraordinary nation. As a young person, |
cannot foretell America’s future, but | can
help decide it by my beliefs, my actions and
most importantly my commitment to Amer-
ica’s future.

Why is commitment so important? Because
commitment is the power that enables a per-
son to achieve his highest goals and greatest
aspirations. Commitment is knowing what
you want, and doing whatever it takes to get
it. And, as an American, | am committed to
my nation’s future, in four distinct ways.
Four C’s, if you will.

I am committed to the common cause of
freedom and equality for everyone, regard-
less of age, gender, race or religion. George
Bernard Shaw said, ‘‘Liberty means responsi-
bility.”” And responsibility requires commit-
ment to the common cause of freedom. With-
out this commitment, the dreams of Ameri-
cans, young and old, cease to exist. Person-
ally, I'm looking forward to a college edu-
cation, but because I've chosen alternative
schooling, | need colleges to view potential
students equally, without prejudice, whether
they attend to public school, private school,
or homeschool. Freedom, the common cause
that upholds ““liberty and justice for all”’, is
dependent on each citizen’s commitment.

Secondly, | am committed to commu-
nicating my convictions in both public and
private situations. When | turn eighteen,
like every other American citizen, | will be
given the right to vote. | will use that right
because | know that each vote counts. His-
tory records that Abraham Lincoln, one of
the most influential Presidents ever, won his
Presidency by only one electoral vote. In the
same way, however, Adolph Hitler won his
dictatorship by one vote. But even before |
turn 18, I can communicate my convictions
by living my life in accordance with deeply
held beliefs. It may not be convenient or
comfortable, but that’s what commitment is
all about. Commitment isn’t a dream, a
hope, or a goal; commitment is a lifestyle.
And | am committed to communicating my
convictions so that I can make a difference
in America.

Making a difference often means creating
change, the third ““C” to which I am com-
mitted. An old proverb states, “If you want
something to change, you have to change
something.” Change is the pathway to im-
provement, particularly when it is enacted
with purpose and principle. I am one of mil-
lions of students who have the opportunity
to determine America’s destiny. So, does
that mean | only have a slight chance of af-
fecting change? Not at all! One-in-a-million
changes happen every day. With my commit-
ment to America’s future, | can meet new
challenges, overcome obstacles and influence
others for change. | am committed to change
because | know that if we never change, we
will never find a better way.

My final ““c’’ of commitment is caring. |
have committed myself to caring by visiting
nursing homes, helping clean neighbor’s
yards, and leading children’s activities at a
local daycare center. The tragedy of Sep-
tember 11 forced citizens to look beyond
themselves and the result has been a wave of
volunteerism sweeping across the country.
Caring for one another unifies us as Ameri-
cans. Caring is the key to a strong country
and | am committed to caring.

With commitment to these four C’s, | can
help determine America’s future. | am com-
mitted to America—to its common cause, to
communicating my convictions, to changing
and to caring. With this fourfold commit-
ment—these 4 ““C’s’’, | foresee a great future
for the greatest nation on earth. That is my
commitment to America’s future.
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HONORING DR. DANIEL BERTOCH
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Daniel Bertoch, a dentist in my con-
gressional district who routinely provides free
dental services to those in his community who
cannot afford them.

| met Dr. Bertoch and his staff several years
ago while visiting businesses in my congres-
sional district. Dr. Bertoch’s office, located in
Citrus Park, serves many of my constituents in
Northwest Hillsborough County. He told me
then that he believed in the importance of civic
responsibility and helping those in need.

| am pleased to say Dr. Bertoch has acted
on that belief. He recently invited a group of
less fortunate children from the community to
his office for free dental services. He and his
staff (Dr. Maria Egir, Mary Anne Futch, Valera
Senden, Janice Jonasson, Leigh Allen, and
Maria Goetz) treated 17 children over the
course of an entire day. They provided com-
prehensive exams to the children, gave them
fluoride treatments, filled their cavities, and
provided each child with a full dental treatment
plan and copies of their x-rays. They also
served breakfast and lunch to the group with
the help of local businesses and hired some-
one to paint faces and make balloon animals
for the children. As Dr. Bertoch said, “a great
time was had by all.”

Dr. Bertoch told me that he realizes that
charity is not a health care solution. He added,
however, that along with proper funding, com-
munities can find ways to help underserved
children who need basic health and dental
care.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Bertoch and his staff of
caring professionals exemplify the spirit of
generosity and compassion which forms our
country’s foundation. | am proud to know them
and commend their work to our colleagues as
we continue our efforts to make health care
more accessible and affordable.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO TAMBOR
WILLIAMS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity and pay tribute to
Tambor Williams, and thank her for her tire-
less efforts serving the people of Colorado as
a four-term member of the Colorado House of
Representatives. Tambor will always be re-
membered as a dedicated public servant and
leader of the community. As she celebrates
her retirement, let it be known that she leaves
behind a terrific legacy of dedication and com-
mitment to the Colorado General Assembly
and for the people of Colorado.

A practicing lawyer and professional medi-
ator, Tambor has used these skills to become
an efficient and effective leader in the General
Assembly through her four terms of office for
District 50, which serves Weld County. She
serves as the Speaker Pro Tem of the House,
chairs the House Business Affairs & Labor




		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-18T05:52:06-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




