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from Metropolitan State College of Denver. His 
church, Shorter Community AME, dedicated 
its community room in his name and on April 
26, 2003, the City and County of Denver 
named the Blair-Caldwell African American 
Research Library in recognition of his lifetime 
of service to our community. But accolades 
don’t tell the whole story. Omar once made a 
poignant reference in an article that after 52 
years of marriage to Jeweldine, ‘‘You can put 
this in big bold letters—without her I would not 
be half the person I am and I know that.’’ Not 
only was Omar Blair a man of accomplish-
ment, he was a man who was well-grounded 
with a clear sense of what mattered. 

Omar Blair was an unrelenting advocate for 
the causes that elevate the human condition. 
He burnished a reputation of being forthright, 
pragmatic, outspoken and ‘‘taking on all 
comers.’’ But ultimately, he was dedicated to 
our children—all of our children. He constantly 
reiterated that ‘‘the kids are what it’s all about’’ 
and I believe his legacy to us is to never 
waver in our commitment to future genera-
tions. 

Omar Blair lived a life of meaning and one 
that is rich in consequence. It is the character 
and deeds of Omar Blair, and all Americans 
like him, which distinguish us as a people. 
Truly, we are all diminished by the passing of 
this remarkable person. Please join me in pay-
ing tribute to the life of Omar D. Blair, a distin-
guished citizen. It is the values, leadership 
and commitment he exhibited during his life 
that serves to build a better future for all 
Americans. 
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HONORING ROSEMARIE FLORENCE 
FREENEY HARDING 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 2, 2004 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today along 
with my colleague, LOIS CAPPS, to honor the 
legacy of Rosemarie Harding, a mother, coun-
selor, social worker, and teacher. On March 1, 
2004, Rose departed at the age of 73, sur-
rounded by loved ones who prayed and sang 
her passage to the other side. 

Rosemarie Florence Freeney Harding was 
born July 24, 1930 to Dock Freeney, Jr. and 
Ella Lee Harris Freeney. She was the young-
est of nine siblings, a sweet and keenly intu-
itive child who was deeply loved. After grad-
uating from high school, she spent two years 
at Chicago Teachers College. In 1955, Rose 
graduated from Goshen College in Indiana 
with a major in sociology. 

After completing her bachelor’s degree, 
Rose returned to Chicago and worked as a 
social worker and teacher, during which time 
she served Bethel Mennonite Church as a lay 
counselor. In 1959 she met Vincent Harding at 
a church conference. Rosemarie and Vincent 
married in 1960 and moved to Atlanta, Geor-
gia in 1961 as representatives of the Men-
nonite Central Committee. There, they opened 
up their home as the South’s first interracial 
voluntary service center, Mennonite House. 
This was an important gathering place for Civil 
Rights activists, who found respite, hospitality, 
encouragement and stimulating dialogue. 

After her children were born, Rosemarie 
worked as a substitute teacher and helped 

found the city’s first interracial preschool as 
well as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 
School, one of Atlanta’s earliest independent 
black day schools. She also helped found the 
Guardians, an advocacy group dedicated to 
ensuring black parents a voice in the desegre-
gation of Atlanta public schools. In 1974, 
Rosemarie and her family moved to Philadel-
phia where she continued her involvement in 
progressive political activism and helped raise 
several grandnieces and nephews. In 1978, 
she earned a masters degree in history and 
women’s studies at Goddard College. Rose-
marie also served in various volunteer capac-
ities at the American Friends Service Com-
mittee and traveled to Brazil in 1980 to evalu-
ate the organization’s support for faith-based 
social justice initiatives. 

From 1979 to 1981 Rosemarie worked at 
the Pendle Hill Quaker Study, where she and 
her husband developed a series of courses on 
spirituality and social justice. When the couple 
moved to Denver in 1981, Rosemarie contin-
ued to co-teach these courses with Vincent at 
the Iliff School of Theology. Increasingly, the 
couple traveled throughout the U.S. and inter-
nationally, conducting workshops, giving lec-
tures, and sharing insights with educators, ac-
tivists, religious leaders, and others. After re-
ceiving a masters degree in social work, 
Rosemarie worked for the Family Crisis Cen-
ter in Denver. She treated colleagues and cli-
ents with great respect and often found gentle 
and creative ways to resolve even the most in-
transigent conflicts. 

As the first member of her family to finish 
college, Rosemarie was a mentor and exam-
ple to all of her nieces and nephews; always 
assisting and encouraging them. She helped 
with homework, shared her love for writing 
and reading, and provided opportunities for 
her younger relatives to travel and broaden 
their horizons. She was the mediator in the 
family—the one who, in the midst of tensions 
or arguments, could calm the storm. She 
didn’t teach by dictate, but by example. She 
also loved to laugh and dance and was most 
happy when those around her were also en-
joying themselves. 

She leaves many to mourn her death and to 
celebrate her life: Vincent, her husband of 43 
years; Rachel, her daughter; Jonathan, her 
son; her adopted son, Geshe Thupten 
Kunsang; her sisters Alma Campbell, Mildred 
Dozier and Sue Verrett; her nieces and neph-
ews Louis, Maxine, Frank, Robert, Lottie, Car-
men, Thomas, Francetta, Nataleen, Eileen, 
Anita, Tommy, Donna, Jimmy, James, Jean, 
Gloria, Phillip, Rose, JoAnn, Harvey, Walter, 
Felicia and Claude; and a host of other dearly 
beloved relatives and friends. 

I take great pride in joining Rosemarie’s 
family and colleagues to salute the extraor-
dinary Rosemarie Harding. I want to thank her 
on behalf of the entire 9th Congressional Dis-
trict for her great heart and generous soul. 
She has been a friend who has shared her 
wisdom and has given me support. 

f 

STATE CHAMPIONS TIMES THREE 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 2, 2004 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, while the nation 
focuses on the culmination of the NCAA men’s 

basketball March Madness and the Final Four 
this weekend in San Antonio, Texas, the Sixth 
District of North Carolina is already basking in 
the glow as the home of three state high 
school basketball championship teams. Trinity 
High School in Randolph County, Thomasville 
High School in Davidson County, and West-
chester Academy in Guilford County are the 
respective homes for high school basketball 
champions this season, and we are proud to 
acknowledge their tremendous seasons here. 

Trinity High School completed a remarkable 
season on March 13 at the Dean Smith Cen-
ter in Chapel Hill when it captured the North 
Carolina High School Athletic Association 
(NCHSAA) 3–A boys basketball championship 
with a win over Dudley High School of 
Greensboro. Led by state Coach of the Year 
Tim Kelly and state Player of the Year Josh 
King, the Bulldogs finished the year with a 31– 
1 record. 

Despite that gaudy regular season record, 
many people did not give Trinity much of a 
chance going into the game against the Dud-
ley Panthers. Coach Kelly told the Greensboro 
News & Record that a tough regular season 
schedule prepared his baby-faced warriors for 
the toughest battle of the year. ‘‘We think we 
saw the right mix to get here,’’ Coach Kelly 
told the newspaper. ‘‘We didn’t get a free 
pass. We didn’t get to pass go and collect 
$200. We had to pay our way to get here and 
our kids were aggressive. We might look like 
choirboys when we walk into the building, but 
we’re not. We’re going to attack and be ag-
gressive on both ends of the floor.’’ 

When it was over, the Bulldogs celebrated a 
73–64 win over the Panthers, led by King’s 21 
points, along with 18 from championship game 
MVP John McEachin. Coach Kelly will tell you, 
however, that it took a total team effort to beat 
a talented Dudley squad. ‘‘I really feel like this 
team was destined to win tonight,’’ the coach 
concluded. ‘‘We wish (Dudley) luck next year 
with everything they have coming back. I’d 
hate to have to play them next year, but 
maybe we’ll get that opportunity.’’ 

So do all the Bulldogs fans, but before we 
look ahead to next season, let’s take one 
more moment to savor this year’s champion-
ship. Congratulations are in order to Coach 
Kelly and his assistants, Joey Freeman, Rich-
ard Brendle, Richard Austin, Lindy Hall, Brent 
McDowell, and Brian Nance. Again, led by 
Player of the Year King, and MVP McEachin, 
every member of the Bulldogs can take pride 
in the title quest. The other members of the 
championship team included J.B. McDowell, 
Jason Lewis, Spencer Smith, Jonathan Watts, 
Tim Kelly, Brian Downing, David Idol, Matt 
Watkins, Dane Young, Ben King, and Dustin 
Everette. 

Assisting all season long were managers 
Kristy Craig, Jennifer Hiatt, Carson Wheeler, 
Jerome Porter, along with statisticians Ashley 
Gentry and Blair Farlow. To Principal Daryl 
Barnes, Athletic Director Doug Tuggle, the 
coaches, players, students, faculty, staff, fam-
ily, and friends of the Trinity Bulldogs, we say 
congratulations for capturing the 3–A state 
boys basketball championship. 

Speaking of threes, the girls basketball team 
at Thomasville High School is celebrating its 
third straight NCHSAA 1–A state champion-
ship. Also known as the Bulldogs, Thomasville 
defeated Farmville Central 67–48 on March 13 
to win the crown at the Smith Center in Chap-
el Hill. It was the second year in a row that 
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Thomasville defeated Farmville Central in the 
title contest, but this year the squad was led 
by someone who wasn’t even supposed to 
start the game. Charnette Davis was surprised 
by Head Coach Eric Rader when she was 
tapped to be in the starting lineup, and 
Charnette responded by scoring 18 points and 
pulling down 11 rebounds to be selected as 
the game’s MVP. Charnette was also named 
as the MVP of the Western Regional final. 

This third crown capped a remarkable 30–1 
season, and Coach Rader told the High Point 
Enterprise that, in his mind, the final outcome 
was never in doubt. ‘‘When you have the heart 
of a champion like these ladies do, they never 
lose,’’ Rader told the newspaper. For the last 
three years, the Thomasville Bulldogs have 
not lost and can celebrate this ‘‘three-peat’’ 
with pride and honor. The citizens of the Sixth 
District congratulate Coach Rader and his as-
sistants Sara Larrick, Holly Harvey and Kelvin 
Caraway. In addition to MVP Davis, every 
member of the Thomasville girls basketball 
team contributed to the third straight title, in-
cluding Leah Harris, Impris Manning, Mary 
Allen, Brittanny Marsh, LaShonda Cosby, 
Wudi Alford (who was named Most Out-
standing Player for her 18-point performance 
in the championship game), Brittany Sanders, 
Tameka Thomas, Erin Crowder, Kendra Rut-
ledge, Sha Harris, and Jenny Burgess. Pro-
viding valuable assistance all season long 
were managers Byron Lattimore, Andrew Oak-
ley, Clifton Carroll, along with statistician 
Shanterra Robinson and video coordinator 
Jonathan Caraway. 

Again, we congratulate Principal Dick 
Gurley, Athletic Director Woody Huneycutt, the 
coaches, players, students, faculty, staff, fam-
ily and friends of Thomasville High School on 
the winning of their third straight 1–A girls bas-
ketball championship. 

In keeping with our theme of threes, another 
high school in our district won its third boys 
basketball championship in five years and its 
second in a row. On February 28, West-
chester Academy of High Point won the North 
Carolina Independent Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCISAA) 2–A title. The Wildcats de-
feated Carolina Day of Asheville 74–52 at 
Ravenscroft High School in Raleigh. Even 
though this was not the first title for West-
chester, Head Coach Pat Kahny said this one 
was significant. ‘‘This was special,’’ Coach 
Kahny told the High Point Enterprise. ‘‘There 
was a lot of pressure trying to repeat as the 
number one seed, and there was pressure be-
cause we played before the biggest crowd all 
year.’’ 

The title contest culminated a tremendous 
29–2 season for the Wildcats. Following two 
consecutive losses at a tournament in Decem-
ber, Westchester ran off 20 straight wins on its 
way to the championship. Leading the way to 
the title was Jacob Briles, who poured in 37 
points in the championship game while Toby 
Grauel added 21. Coach Kahny, however, 
does not think the offensive firepower the de-
termining factor in the outcome. ‘‘Our defense 
in the second quarter was the key,’’ Coach 
Kahny told the Enterprise. We forced a num-
ber of turnovers and got several easy baskets 
in transition. They (Carolina Day) have a very 
good offensive team. To hold them to 23 
points in the first half was a tremendous ef-
fort.’’ 

Coach Kahny and his assistants Ken Hyde 
and Adam Schwartz led that tremendous effort 

all season long. In addition to Briles and 
Grauel, the members of the winning squad in-
cluded Britt Hutchens, Myles Pearl, Kemil 
Kepinski, Will Moore, Dexter Garner, Coleman 
Team, Jack Vance, Emir Dukic, Jack Tucker, 
Anthony Peters, Robert Byrd, and Tuck Tuck-
er. Supporting the squad all season long were 
managers Candice Gilliland, Andrea McNa-
mara, Kathryn Thompson, and Jeff Galloway 
along with publicist Lore Fariss. 

Once more, we are pleased to congratulate 
Headmaster Tommy Hudgins, Athletic Director 
Kahny, the coaches, players, students, faculty, 
staff, family and friends of Westchester Acad-
emy for winning the NCISAA 2–A boys bas-
ketball championship. 

On a final note, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
acknowledge that either current or former 
staffers of mine are graduates of Trinity, 
Thomasville and Westchester. It makes their 
state championships all the more sweet, and 
we offer our heartfelt thanks for making us 
proud. 
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HONORING JOAN KERSCHNER 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 2, 2004 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today to recognize the achievements of 
Joan Kerschner, director of the Henderson 
District Public Libraries in Henderson, Nevada. 
It is a great honor to publicly recognize the 
achievements and contributions of this excep-
tional woman. 

Joan Kerschner has been a leader in the li-
brary sciences field for many years. In 1972 
she graduated with a master’s degree from In-
diana University in Library Science. Since her 
first job as a librarian she has helped both the 
young and old, using her skills and knowledge 
to provide the vast amount of information that 
can be found within our libraries for research 
projects, practical questions, and personal 
knowledge seekers. 

Since her graduation in 1972 she has 
served on many councils and committees to 
help promote and further the use of libraries 
and library services. She, along with myself, is 
a firm believer in promoting the use of avail-
able knowledge to all those that seek it. She 
discovered the advantages of seeking knowl-
edge through her job, but wanted to help 
those around her to discover it as well. 

Since Joan’s arrival in Henderson, she has 
helped bring about the opening of the first new 
public library since 1989. In 2001 she received 
the Henderson Economic Development Award 
for Public Person of the year. She has been 
a member of the Education Committee of the 
Henderson Chamber of Commerce and the 
Issues Committee of Henderson Development 
Association. This past year she served as 
president of the Henderson Rotary. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Joan Kerschner on 
her achievements and her community con-
tributions. I hope that all of my colleagues will 
support me in giving thanks to her for her con-
tributions and example of what knowledge and 
information can accomplish for those that seek 
it in their lives. 

THE VOIP REGULATORY FREEDOM 
ACT OF 2004 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 2, 2004 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the ‘‘VoIP Regulatory Freedom 
Act of 2004,’’ in conjunction with my colleague 
in the United States Senate, Mr. SUNUNU, who 
will be introducing the companion version of 
this bill in that Chamber today. 

This act will grant regulatory freedom to a 
new and exciting technology known as 
voiceover-Internet-protocol, or VoIP, by prohib-
iting the imposition of unnecessary federal, 
state and local regulation in order to allow this 
emerging technology to grow and develop. 
VoIP has flourished and prospered thus far 
because of the relatively hands-off approach 
taken by regulators and concomitantly the ef-
fectiveness and robust nature of the competi-
tive marketplace. In order to ensure the con-
tinued success of this new technology, and 
the concurrent benefits which it delivers to the 
American consumer, we must prevent the 
wholesale or even piecemeal application of 
outdated regulations. 

VoIP is the technology that allows voice 
communications to be converted into ‘‘pack-
ets’’ and transported with data over an IP net-
work, such as the public internet or a privately 
managed IP network, to the desired location 
using IP addressing. The end result is a more 
innovative and technologically-advanced serv-
ice to the consumer, while also the most effi-
cient and cost-effective method by which to 
communicate. 

Because VoIP is predominantly interstate in 
nature, the bill provides for a prohibition of 
state and local regulation and taxation of the 
application. This in no way implies that states 
and localities do not play a very important role 
in our federalist system as it relates to tele-
communications policy. Rather, because of the 
unique attributes of this technology, including 
its mobility in some instances, a general inabil-
ity to decipher the actual origination of calls in 
other instances, and the irrelevant treatment of 
area codes when assigning numbers, it would 
be deleterious to impose a patchwork of 50 
different sets of regulatory regimes on such a 
nascent and far-reaching technology. 

Having said all that, I do recognize that 
there are specific types of VoIP applications 
that have the capability to send calls to or re-
ceive calls from the public switched telephone 
network (‘‘PSTN’’), which I refer to as ‘‘con-
nected VolP applications.’’ By sending and re-
ceiving calls to the PSTN, providers of con-
nected VoIP applications will have to assume 
some obligations, such as (1) some type of 
interprovider compensation; (2) contribution to 
the Universal Service Fund; (3) compliance 
with law enforcement access; and (4) industry 
consensus on social obligations such as 911 
service, disability access, reliability and secu-
rity. 

First, in light of the capability to send calls 
to or receive calls from the PSTN, the bill rec-
ognizes an obligation on the part of providers 
of connected VoIP applications to compensate 
others for the use of their facilities and equip-
ment on the PSTN through some sore of inter-
provider compensation, which will be deter-
mined by the Federal Communications Com-
mission. When making this determination, the 
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