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call upon my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing the league’s efforts on behalf of Springfield
and in wishing the CSLL the best of luck in
the many years to come.

TRIBUTE TO SANDRE R. SWANSON

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
a man who has set the bar for public service,
working for over thirty years for the Congress
of the United States, Sandré Swanson. On
March 1, 2004, Sandré retired from congres-
sional service. The 9th Congressional District
salutes and thanks him for his three decades
of tireless and spirited service.

Sandré R. Swanson met Congressman
Ronald V. Dellums, my predecessor, over thir-
ty-three years ago. Ron, at that time, was a
candidate for Congress, and Sandré was the
Student Body President at Laney College in
Oakland, California. Their first meeting was at
an Oakland peace march protesting the May
4, 1970 shooting of four Kent State University
students. This shooting ignited a national stu-
dent strike that was unprecedented in the his-
tory of our country. Ron and other Civil Rights
leaders were leading the march while Sandré
was leading the Laney Student Body protest.
Sandré, who was not acquainted with Ron at
the time, was part of a group carrying a mock
casket for the fallen students. He was so im-
pressed by Ron’s speech that day that he or-
ganized scores of students for the Dellums
campaign.

In 1971, Sandré was elected, via neighbor-
hood balloting, as the East Oakland represent-
ative for the Oakland Anti-Poverty Board. He
became one of the Board’s most vocal Vice-
Chairmen.

In 1972, Wilson Riles Jr., who was the
Northern California Coordinator for the historic
presidential campaign for Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm, recruited Sandré to run the
campaign’s Advance Team. That was when |
first met Sandré. | also recommended to Con-
gressman Dellums that he hire Sandré as part
of his congressional staff.

On May 1, 1973, when Sandré was 24,
Congressman Dellums asked Sandré to join
the district office staff. During his tenure for
the Dellums office, Sandré served as Aide,
Staff Assistant, Press Secretary, and District
Director.

In the fall of 1976, judge Lionel Wilson, an-
other significant mentor, asked Congressman
Dellums to borrow Sandré to manage his cam-
paign for mayor. With the assistance of
Sandré as his Campaign Manager, Judge Wil-
son became Oakland’s first African-American
Mayor on May 17, 1977.

On October 25, 1977, Mayor Wilson ap-
pointed Sandré to the Oakland Civil Service
Commission, where he served with distinction
as Chairman and Commissioner for two terms.
The Commission’s employee and union ap-
peals caseload doubled under Chairman
Swanson’s leadership.

In 1990, Congressman Dellums invited Nel-
son Mandela to Oakland, California following
his release from a South African prison after
twenty-seven years. A coalition of labor, com-
munity and church groups asked Congress-
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man Dellums to grant Sandré leave so that he
could serve as the Northern California Coordi-
nator for the Nelson Mandela Freedom Tour.
Working with the legendary Bill Graham and
hundreds of community organizations, Sandré
brought 60,000 people to the Oakland Coli-
seum in support of this celebration. To com-
plete this historic event, he organized a fund-
raising dinner in Oakland for 3,000 people.
The committee gave the Free South Africa
movement the largest contribution of the tour.

In 1993, as a result of military base clo-
sures, Congressman Dellums asked Sandré to
spearhead the congressional district’'s military
base conversion effort. Sandré was the archi-
tect of the cross jurisdictional memberships on
local reuse authorities in charge of military
base conversion in Alameda County. He
served as Vice-Chair of the Alameda Reuse
and Redevelopment Authority and Commis-
sioner on the Oakland Base Authority for five
years.

In 1998, when | took office, | hired Sandré
as my District Director. On May 1, 1999, twen-
ty-six years after | recommended that Con-
gressman Dellums hire him, | appointed
Sandré as my own Chief of Staff. As my most
trusted advisor, he managed my Washington
and Oakland offices.

Sandré has served on countless boards and
commissions. He has been the Chair and is
currently a trustee for the Alameda County
Employees’ Retirement Association (ACERA).
ACERA manages benefits for its retirees and
makes the investment decisions for a 3.5 bil-
lion dollar pension fund. Sandré is also the
Vice-Chair of the Alameda Golf Commission.

After such distinguished and prestigious
service to his community, Sandré retired from
congressional service on March 1, 2004. |
wish him continued success long into the fu-
ture, and | also thank him for his outstanding
contributions to this congressional district. |
take great pride in joining Sandré’s wife, Anita,
and his children, friends and colleagues to
recognize and celebrate the accomplishments
and contributions of Sandré R. Swanson.

———

ORGAN DONATION AND RECOVERY
IMPROVEMENT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3926, the Organ Dona-
tion and Recovery Improvement Act. | recently
introduced this legislation, which reflects a bi-
partisan, bicameral agreement that was
reached with the Senate late last year. | am
urging all of my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this timely legislation.

Most of us are well aware of the great need
for donated organs and tissue. According to
the United Network for Organ Sharing, there
are 84,138 people currently waiting for a
transplant. Only 23,387 individuals had re-
ceived a transplant between January and No-
vember of 2003. Additionally, 12,133 individ-
uals had donated their organs within that
same timeframe. Tragically, 6,187 individuals
died in 2002 while on the waiting list.

It is our duty to do everything in our power
to prevent these oftentimes needless deaths
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from occurring. That's why H.R. 3926 is so im-
portant. This legislation targets federal dollars
into areas that we feel will have a substantial
impact in increasing organ donation rates in
this country. For example, living donors rep-
resented over half of all donors in the first nine
months of 2003. That is why H.R. 3926 au-
thorizes the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to award grants for the purpose of
covering travel and subsistence expenses in-
curred by living organ donors. While the deci-
sion to become a living organ donor is an in-
tensely personal one, | feel that it is our re-
sponsibility to remove any financial barriers
that might prevent someone from making the
“gift of life.”

H.R. 3926 also provides the Secretary with
$15 million in new grant authority to assist
state governments and public and nonprofit
private entities in developing innovative initia-
tives designed to increase organ donation
rates, including living donation. | am hopeful
we will learn some valuable lessons from
these demonstration projects that we will be
able to apply on a national scale.

| also want to point out for my colleagues
that this bill contains important evaluation
mechanisms, so we can ensure that our tar-
geted federal assistance makes a demon-
strable impact on increasing organ and tissue
donation rates. | think these provisions are
critically important and will help us monitor the
effectiveness of these new programs.

| would like to take a moment to note that
section 4 of this legislation is modeled after
the Floyd D. Spence Organ Coordination Im-
provement Act, which Congressman JOE WIL-
SON introduced in the 107th Congress. | know
he’s worked very hard with Congressman JAY
INSLEE in this area, and I'm pleased we were
able to include this important provision in our
broader bill.

H.R. 3926 is widely supported by the trans-
plant community and takes a positive step for-
ward in our effort to ensure that every Amer-
ican has access to a donated organ or tissue
when they need it.

TRIBUTE TO MR. HARRY THOMAS

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to say that one person can make a difference.
One person in Seattle who made a big dif-
ference is—Mr. Harry Thomas—an unsung
hero who has bettered the lives of thousands
of people by advocating for safe and afford-
able housing.

Mr. Thomas is about to retire from the Se-
attle Housing Authority, and his career of dis-
tinguished public service is worthy of special
note by the Congress.

Mr. Thomas served as executive director of
the Seattle Housing Authority for 14 of the last
17 years. Under Thomas’ leadership, the Au-
thority won $136 million in federal grants
which leveraged a total investment of $750
million to transform three World-War Il era
public housing developments—New Holly,
Rainier Vista, and High Point—into vibrant
new mixed-income communities.

Prior to his work with the Seattle Housing
Authority, Harry served as Deputy County Ex-
ecutive for King County, and as the Executive
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Director of Neighborhood House, a non-profit
in Seattle. He also served as the Washington
governor’s staff director and special assistant
for housing.

In the Seattle area, Mr. Thomas served as
a member of the Board for the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Seattle, which he also chaired
from 1995-1998. He also serves as a member
of the Seattle-King County Workforce Devel-
opment Board.

Harry’s commitment to public service does
not stop with his service to the Seattle area.
In 2002, he served on the Commission on Af-
fordable Housing and Health Care Facility
Needs of Senior Citizens in the 21st Century,
a Congressional Commission charged with
evaluating the need for senior housing in the
twenty-first century. He also serves as Sec-
retary of the Executive Board for the Council
of Large Public Housing Authorities and as
President of the Housing Research Founda-
tion Board, both organizations based in Wash-
ington, D.C. that focus on federal funding and
policy for low-income housing.

In recognition of his dedication and service,
Mr. Thomas received the 1999 National Coun-
cil on the Aging Sidney Spector Award and
the 1995 Distinguished Alumnus Award from
the University of Washington School of Social
Work and Alumni Association.

Harry, thank you for your life-time of public
service to the greater Seattle community, and
your tireless work to provide decent, safe
housing for the area’s low-income households.

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, Greek Inde-
pendence Day is not only an opportunity won
by the Greeks after 400 years of oppression,
but also an opportunity to remind ourselves of
the freedom we are able to exercise today.
Americans like the rest of the world’s democ-
racies, truly appreciate the Hellenic ideals of
liberty, freedom, and democracy. The ancient
Greeks fashioned the notion of democracy,
and our Founding Fathers drew heavily from
their philosophy and political experience in
forming our own representative government.

The excellence of mankind has often been
symbolized by Hellenic ideals. The works of
Homer, Plato, and Aristotle, have been studied
by countless numbers of students over hun-
dreds of years. The Olympics, a tournament of
sports watched and enjoyed by millions, expe-
rienced its birth among the ancient Greeks.
Seeking to promote friendship and peace
among nations the Olympics now boast almost
200 participating countries. This summer, the
2004 Summer Olympics will return to their
birthplace and now more than ever, we should
be reminded of these values and strive to
meet them with other nations of the world.

On Greek Independence Day we should
also seek to celebrate the living history of
Greek heritage. During the occupation by the
Ottoman Turks, they risked harsh penalties,
some extreme as death, to teach their children
the culture, history, and language of their glo-
rious ancestors. These “Secret Schools” kept
alive the heritage and spirit demonstrated
today. It is this dedication to Greek culture and
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ideals that led them to revolt against the Otto-
mans in 1821.

During the Greek’s 8-year revolution for
freedom, many Americans fought alongside
them in battle. The United States Congress
sent funds along with supplies to aid the fight
for independence. That friendship is still strong
today as Greece and its people join us in
combating terrorism that seeks to destroy the

ideals of liberty, freedom and democracy
which we value.
———
STEM CELLS, WOMEN’S HEALTH,
WEAPONS, WATER, AGRI-

CULTURE—THE LIST GOES ON
AND ON

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the at-
tached editorial by the San Jose Mercury
News dated March 15, 2004 as an extension
of my remarks earlier today.

[From the San Jose Mercury News, Mar. 15,
2004]
BUSH MANIPULATES SCIENCE DATA TO PURSUE
His IDEOLOGICAL GOALS
STEM CELLS, WOMEN’S HEALTH, WEAPONS,

WATER, AGRICULTURE—THE LIST GOES ON

The Bush administration has the manipu-
lation of scientific data down to a science.

When it comes to imposing his ideology on
the work of world-renowned scientists, the
president is an equal opportunity meddler.
Global warming. Stem cell research. The
quality of our drinking water. Health issues
(particularly those related to women’s
health). Nuclear weapons. Agricultural prac-
tices. Those are just a few of the areas in
which Bush routinely uses politics to cater
to big business or the religious right.

Congress last fall asked the General Ac-
counting Office to investigate. If the GAO’s
report, due in April, confirms a similar in-
vestigation conducted by the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, Congress should imme-
diately begin holding hearings aimed at end-
ing future presidents’ ability to distort and
suppress science for political gain. And the
scientific community’s outrage over the ad-
ministration’s actions should be raised when
judging the presidential candidates’ credi-
bility.

Consider the array of scientists and federal
officials opposed to the administration’s ac-
tions. Twenty Nobel laureates. Dozens of
prominent scientists who cover the political
spectrum. Even a collection of federal offi-
cials who served in Republican administra-
tions, including President Nixon’s Environ-
mental Protection Agency administrator,
William Ruckelshaus. It's also significant
that no prominent scientists are surfacing to
defend the Bush administration.

But it’s difficult to defend distortions such
as the National Cancer Institute’s suggestion
on its Web site that there is a link between
abortion and breast cancer. The Institute
posted that information despite the objec-
tions of Centers for Disease Control staff.
Numerous examples of suppression or distor-
tion of scientific data are contained in the
Union of Concerned Scientists’ report.

Bush has been quoted as saying, ‘““Science
and technology have never been more essen-
tial to the defense of the nation and the
health of our economy.”’

Too bad his actions don’t live up to his
words.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO DAWN
MATHEWS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate Dawn
Mathews of Hot Sulphur Springs, Colorado, on
receiving the “Power of One” award at the
Sixth Annual Colorado Woman Conference for
her work with the Roadside Memorial Project.
The conference recognizes individual women,
selected by Colorado newswomen, who have
made an extraordinary difference in their com-
munity. It is my privilege to recognize Dawn
and her achievements before this body of
Congress and this nation today.

As founder and executive director of the
Roadside Memorial Project, Dawn strives to
document and preserve the roadside memo-
rials for victims of car accidents and raise traf-
fic safety awareness. She believes that these
memorials are an important way for families of
the victims to deal with their loss, and that
they send a valuable message to motorists
about the hazards of driving. Dawn photo-
graphs the memorials and then uses computer
graphics to create images that she puts on
public display. While her goal is to get people
to slow down on the road, she finds her per-
sonal involvement with the families of the vic-
tims as one of the most rewarding aspects of
her work.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
Dawn Mathews here today before this body of
Congress and this nation and congratulate her
on receiving the “Power of One” award.
KUSA-TV’s Amanda Martin selected Dawn for
this honor, and it is a well-deserved testament
to her dedication to her community and the
State of Colorado. | wish her all the best in
her future endeavors.

—

CONGRATULATING INDIANA STATE
SENATOR KENT ADAMS ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a fellow Hoosier legislator, Senator Kent
Adams, for his many years of dedicated serv-
ice to the citizens of Indiana and to congratu-
late him upon the occasion of his retirement.

Senator Adams obtained his Bachelor of
Science Degree from Manchester College. He
then continued his education, earning his Mas-
ters of Arts from Ball State University and a
Degree in Education from Walden University;
Senator Adams also attended the State Police
Academy at Indiana University.

Senator Adams has dedicated himself to
public service throughout his life. Upon com-
pleting his degrees, he pursued a career in
education as a teacher and a school adminis-
trator. In addition, Senator Adams also served
as an Indiana State Trooper.

Senator Adams was first elected to the Indi-
ana General Assembly in 1988. He served two
terms in the House of Representatives and
was named Outstanding Freshman Legislator
in 1989.
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