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result of his hard work and dedication, be-
came the first African-American officer to be
promoted to chief of that department. His ef-
forts in law enforcement and the protection of
his community resulted in his receiving numer-
ous awards during his professional career, in-
cluding the keys to the cities of Baltimore,
Maryland, and Tuskegee, Alabama. Addition-
ally, Chief Miller was awarded a citation by
Maryland Governor William Donald Schaefer
in 1994.

In addition to his work in the field of law en-
forcement, Chief Miller has been active as a
minister for numerous congregations in Ala-
bama and Florida. He received his Bachelor of
Theology Degree from Easonian Baptist Semi-
nary in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1982, and
his Doctor of Divinity Degree from the Ten-
nessee School of Religion in 1996. During his
ministerial career, he has served the con-
gregations of Fannie Baptist Church in Ala-
bama and the First Baptist Church of War-
rington, Florida.

Finally, Chief Miller has been extremely ac-
tive in the life of the Foley community, and
has for many years been a member of the
South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors, the Foley Boys and Girls Club,
the Optimist Club, the Baldwin County Exten-
sion Advisory Board, and the Alabama Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police. He has also served
as Chaplain for the Southwest Alabama Police
Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Chief James H. Miller,
Sr., for his tremendous contributions to the
citizens of Foley and of Baldwin County. The
experience and zeal he has brought to his job
and the concern and compassion he has dis-
played for everyone in the city are unques-
tioned and unparalleled. He has indeed been
a genuine asset to the police department and
to the thousands of men, women, and children
he has assisted over the past three decades.

Make no mistake, the chief’s talents and ex-
perience in the department will be sorely
missed, but | am confident he will continue to
remain actively involved in the life of the Foley
community for many years to come. Along
with his many friends and colleagues through-
out Alabama, | wish to extend to Chief Miller
and his family—his wife Mary Jane; his chil-
dren, James, Jr., Otis, Daron, Ronald, D.J.,
and Nicole; and his 27 grandchildren—much
health and happiness in the years ahead.

——

HEALTH INFORMATION
INDEPENDENCE ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2004

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Health Information Independence Act. This
act restores the right of consumers to pur-
chase the dietary supplements of their choice
and receive accurate information about the
health benefits of foods and dietary supple-
ments. The Health Information Independence
Act restricts the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s (FDA) power to impede consumers’ ac-
cess to truthful claims regarding the benefits
of foods and dietary supplements to those
cases where the FDA has evidence that a
product poses a threat to safety and well-
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being or that a product does not have a dis-
claimer informing consumers that the claims
are not FDA-approved.

Claims that could threaten public safety, or
that are marketed without a disclaimer, would
have to be reviewed by an independent review
board, comprised of independent scientific ex-
perts randomly chosen by the FDA. However,
anyone who is, or has ever been, on the
FDA’s payroll is disqualified from serving on
the board. The FDA is forbidden from exer-
cising any influence over the review board. If
the board recommends approval of a health
claim, then the FDA must approve the claim.

The board also must consider whether any
claims can be rendered nonmisleading by
adopting a disclaimer, before rejecting a claim
out of hand. For example, if the board finds
that the scientific evidence does not conclu-
sively support a claim, but the claim could be
rendered nonmisleading if accompanied with a
disclaimer, then the board must approve the
claim provided the claim is always accom-
panied by an appropriate disclaimer. The dis-
claimer would be a simple statement to the ef-
fect that “scientific studies on these claims are
inconclusive” and/or “these claims are not ap-
proved by the FDA.” Thus, the bill tilts the bal-
ance of federal law in favor of allowing con-
sumers access to information regarding the
health benefits of foods and dietary supple-
ments, which is proper in a free society.

The procedures established by the Health
Information Independence Act are a fair and
balanced way to ensure consumers have ac-
cess to truthful information about dietary sup-
plements. Over the past decade, the American
people have made it clear they do not want
the Federal Government to interfere with their
access to dietary supplements, yet the FDA
continues to engage in heavy-handed at-
tempts to restrict such access.

In 1994, Congress responded to the Amer-
ican people’s desire for greater access to in-
formation about the benefits of dietary supple-
ments by passing the Dietary Supplements
and Health and Education Act of 1994
(DSHEA), that liberalized rules regarding the
regulation of dietary supplements. Congres-
sional offices received a record number of
comments in favor of DSHEA.

Despite DSHEA, FDA officials continued to
attempt to enforce regulations aimed at keep-
ing the American public in the dark about the
benefits of dietary supplements. Finally, in the
case of Pearson v. Shalala, 154 F.3d 650 (DC
Cir. 1999), reh’g denied en banc, 172 F.3d 72
(DC Cir. 1999), the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the DC Circuit Court reaffirmed con-
sumers’ First Amendment right to learn about
dietary supplements without unnecessary in-
terference from the FDA. The Pearson deci-
sion anticipated my legislation by suggesting
the FDA adopt disclaimers in order to render
some health claims non-misleading.

In the years since the Pearson decision,
Members of Congress have had to continually
intervene with the FDA to ensure it followed
the court order. The FDA continues to deny
consumers access to truthful health informa-
tion. Clearly, the FDA is determined to con-
tinue to (as the Pearson court pointed out) act
as though liberalizing regulations regarding
health claims is the equivalent of “asking con-
sumers to buy something while hypnotized
and therefore they are bound to be misled.”

The FDA’s “grocery store censorship” not
only violates consumers’ first amendment

E391

rights, but, by preventing consumers from
learning about the benefits of foods and die-
tary supplements, the FDA’s policies are pre-
venting consumers from taking easy steps to
improve their own health!

If Congress is serious about respecting first
amendment rights, and the people’s right to
act to improve their own health, we must re-
move the FDA’s authority to censor nonmis-
leading health claims, and claims that can be
rendered nonmisleading by the simple device
of adopting a disclaimer.

In conclusion, | urge my colleagues to help
establish an objective process that respects
consumers’ first amendment rights to nonmis-
leading information regarding the health bene-
fits of foods and dietary supplements by co-
sponsoring the Health Information Independ-
ence Act.

HONORING BENITO JUAREZ
HON. MARTIN FROST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2004

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate Benito Juarez, an influential
Mexican hero who made an amazing impact
during his lifetime. The son of Native Amer-
ican parents and the first president of Native
American descent, Don Juarez worked hard to
educate himself in law and to later become
one of Mexico’s greatest leaders. He estab-
lished a new democratic government after the
fall of Mexican General Antonio de Santa
Anna, and he later he helped to restore this
government after the French military invasion
led by Austria’s Archduke Maximilian.

As a national hero and President of Mexico,
Benito Juarez left a legacy of liberal reforms
that helped establish Mexico as a more demo-
cratic place to live. His democratic ideals were
further embodied in the Constitution of 1857
which gave the Mexican people their basic
rights of free speech and press. Due to signifi-
cant contributions to Mexico through his serv-
ice in state and national legislature and as a
judge, a governor, and ultimately a president,
Benito Juarez is regarded as one of the great-
est heroes in Mexican history.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LUIS A. Ferré

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 16, 2004

Mr. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to a great
man and a great public servant. In his 96
years, Luis A. Ferré—successful business-
man, art patron, and former Governor of Puer-
to Rico—has had a unique opportunity to wit-
ness, and influence, a period of dramatic
change on his native island.

Ferré was born in Ponce in 1904, “soon
after the transition of Puerto Rico from Span-
ish to American control. It was a time of great
promise, and many Puerto Ricans believed
they would soon enjoy the rights which they
had been denied for so long. Ferré’s father, a
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Cuban immigrant and the founder of the Puer-
to Rico Iron Works, described to his young
son how, in 1898, the people of Ponce had
welcomed U.S. troops landing on the island.

The arrival of American forces did not, how-
ever, bring the immediate advantages that
some had predicted. Instead, the process of
political, economic, and cultural growth in
Puerto Rico which began in 1898 has lasted
all of Luis Ferré’s life.

In 1917, when Ferré was 13 years old, the
Puerto Rican people were granted U.S. citi-
zenship. “Of course | can’t remember it dis-
tinctly,” he said 75 years later, “but ever
since, I've been very proud of that day. | feel
it is a great privilege and a great honor to be
a citizen of the greatest republic that we've
had in the history of the world.”

Ferré’s respect for the United States dates
back to his years as a university student in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. That period away
from home was formative, both professionally
and politically. He recalled much later: “l was
a part of the old Hispanic community, but then
| went to the mainland to study, in Boston at
M.LT., and | became completely sold on the
importance of having Puerto Rico become a
State of the Union, on an equal basis with the
rest of the States.”

Ferré returned to Puerto Rico with a degree
in engineering and a firm belief in Statehood.
He built his father's business into a hugely
successful industrial enterprise, becoming a
millionaire in the process. As his fortune grew,
so did the movement among Puerto Ricans to
govern themselves.

Luis Ferré entered politics at a propitious
time in the island’s history. In 1948, Puerto
Ricans elected a governor for the first time,
choosing Luis Munoz Marin. In 1952 the year
before commonwealth status and internal self-
government, Luis Ferré was elected to the
Puerto Rican House of Representatives. From
this position, he advocated commonwealth as
a stepping stone to his ultimate goal of State-
hood for Puerto Rico.

Ferré saw the chance to further the cause
in 1967, the year of the first political status
plebiscite on the island. While commonwealth
was the winning option, Ferré utilized the pleb-
iscite to mobilize Statehood forces and estab-
lish a new political entity, the New Progressive
Party (NPP).

Ferré ran for Governor of Puerto Rico as
the NPP candidate in 1968, and he won a
close race. His victory marked the end of 25
years of political dominance by Muioz Marin’s
Popular Democratic Party (PDP), and the be-
ginning of a new era in which the NPP and
PDP would vie for the support of the Puerto
Rican people.

Ferré was Governor for one term, from 1969
to 1973. However, his importance stems not
so much from what he achieved in those four
years, as from the precedent that he set.

After him came more Statehooders like Car-
los Romero Barcelo, Hernan Padilla, and
Pedro Rosselld. First under Ferré’s guidance,
then under his inspiration, the New Progres-
sive Party with its statehood agenda has be-
come a legitimate and powerful political force.
As he noted in 1997, “When | became Gov-
ernor of Puerto Rico, as a Statehood gov-
ernor, we had 400,000 votes. Today, we won
the election in 1996 with 1,600,000 votes.”

Along with his political astuteness and busi-
ness savvy, Ferré was also a great lover and
supporter of the arts. “Art is something that
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enriches all nations,” Ferré said in 1997. “It is
very important to teach [art to] children when
they’re young because it opens up their minds
and imagination and keeps them alive. In ac-
cordance with this philosophy, he founded the
Museo de Arte de Ponce in 1965. The mu-
seum features artwork from medieval times to
the present, focusing on the relevance of the
European in Puerto Rico. Housed in an im-
pressive, modern building, it is a major cultural
attraction in Ferré’s home city.

Over the past century, Puerto Rico has
grown in freedom, wealth, and influence. Simi-
larly, Luis Ferré has attained the honored po-
sitions of elder statesman and philanthropist.
He is one of four Puerto Ricans to have re-
ceived the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
(Munoz Marin, Antonia Pantoja, and Gov.
Ferré’s sister, Isolina, are the other three.) Re-
flecting on this distinction, he said, “I honestly
believe that this was a recognition by the peo-
ple of the United States to the people of Puer-
to Rico. After all, the people of Puerto Rico for
the last eighty years [since attaining citizen-
ship] have been contributing, in many ways, to
the enrichment and the growth of our country.”

————————

TRIBUTE TO LESTER L.
GOLDSTEIN

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2004

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay homage to one of Miami-Dade County’s
leaders, the late Lester L. Goldstein, who
passed away on March 16, 2004. His passing
has cast a veil of deep sadness over our com-
munity, and | would like to extend my condo-
lences to his widow, Bella, his children, Jeff
and Tina, and his grandchildren, Jason and
lan.

Lester Goldstein was a partner in the Bilzen,
Sumberg, Baena Price & Alexlrod law firm in
Miami, but he was so much more. He was an
extraordinary man of service, a quiet but tire-
less and effective leader who felt at ease with
people throughout our diverse community, and
he devoted his life to improving their lives by
his service and his example.

He served as the chairperson of the Greater
Miami Service corps, the founder of the Alz-
heimer Care Committee of Douglas Gardens,
a founder of the Miami Jewish Home and Hos-
pital for the Aged, and a founder of the Mt.
Sinai Medical Center. These are but a few of
the great initiatives his humanitarian spirit
willed to come to fruition, and these programs
now serve to improve the lives and lessen the
burdens of countless residents of our commu-
nity.

He spearheaded civic fund-raising efforts to
help the Miami-Dade County Public Schools,
the Zoological Society of Florida, and he was
a member of the American Arbitration Asso-
ciation, the Builders Association of South Flor-
ida, and local infrastructure and water man-
agement advisory groups.

As a highly competent professional in real
estate development, zoning and land use, ad-
ministrative law and environmental compli-
ance, he conscientiously advocated protection
of our environment. His counsel was sought in
matters ranging from developments of regional
impact to the rezoning of local projects, includ-
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ing coordination of efforts among community
groups, government agencies, scientists and
environmental regulators. Our community feels
the loss of a truly decent and caring man who
made it his personal business to advocate for
the well-being of our community.

The numerous tributes and accolades with
which government officials and various organi-
zations have honored him during his lifetime
are testimony to the utmost gratitude and re-
spect he enjoyed from a grateful community.
He truly personified the resilience and com-
passion of a people servant whose life exem-
plified what Martin Luther King, Jr. said that
“. . . everybody can be great because every-
body can serve.”

This is the legacy Mr. Lester L. Goldstein
bequeathed to us. | am privileged to have
been his friend, for his genuine advocacy on
behalf of the less fortunate evoked a caring
heart and a compassionate humanity.

HONORING FRANCES LYLE

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2004

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Frances Lyle. Mrs. Lyle, who recently
celebrated her 82nd birthday, was nominated
by her fellow employees at the Henry County
Library in Clinton, Missouri, for the Missouri
Older Worker Award. She subsequently re-
ceived the regional State award.

As an employee of the Henry County Li-
brary for the past 5 years, Mrs. Lyle has prov-
en to be an asset and a joy to work with. She
has shown her ability to relate to patrons of all
ages. In an effort to serve the senior citizens
in the community, she writes book reviews for
the local paper, focusing on older books in the
library’s collection. She serves as an invalu-
able resource for older patrons who have read
all of the books by their favorite authors. She
has also become a favorite of many of the
younger patrons, telling stories to the teen-
agers who pass through the doors.

Mrs. Lyle has taken it upon herself to orga-
nize and manage the annual library book sale.
This is a major fund-raising event for the li-
brary, with all proceeds going to children’s
programming. Mrs. Lyle’s efforts have been
successful enough to bring in a nationally rec-
ognized author or storyteller to visit with the
local children each of the past 3 years.

In addition to her work in the library, Mrs.
Lyle is also an active member of her church.
She is very involved in missionary projects,
collecting books and supplies for children
overseas. She also collects books for the
church’s annual gift drive, a project that en-
sures needy children in the area a special
Christmas. In addition, she lends her beautiful
singing voice to the church choir.

Mr. Speaker, Frances Lyle’s friends and col-
leagues believe she is worthy of recognition,
and | agree. She serves as an example, not
just of the value that older Americans have to
our communities but for all of us who could do
so much more for our neighbors and those in
need. | am sure the other Members of the
House will join me in thanking her for all that
she does.
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