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encourage individual nonprofit leaders to see
themselves as part of the greater nonprofit pri-
vate sector.

Nonprofit organizations throughout Colorado
serve as responsible stewards of charitable
dollars. Over 16,000 charitable nonprofit orga-
nizations operate in Colorado. In 2001 non-
profit expenditures totaled more than $9 billion
in Colorado for the 5,400 largest nonprofits
and $822 billion in the U.S. for the nearly
267,000 largest nonprofits.

These organizations subscribe to a number
of missions and values. | strongly commend
their efforts to invest in the potential of all citi-
zens through education, employment, recre-
ation, arts, and culture.

The nonprofit sector throughout Colorado
has a proud history of service, innovation, and
the accomplishments of the sector deserve ac-
knowledgement, affirmation, and celebration.

Mr. Speaker, that is why | ask my col-
leagues to join me to commend the efforts of
nonprofit organizations, not only throughout
Colorado, but also the entire Nation.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
CARRIE MYTINGER

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Carrie Mytinger was presented
the 2003 Rookie of the Year Award by the
Chillicothe Jaycees; and

Whereas, Carrie Mytinger must be com-
mended for her work with the Chillicothe com-
munity; and

Whereas, Carrie Mytinger has demonstrated
a commitment to community service through
her work with various organizations, meeting
challenges with enthusiasm and confidence;

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District in congratu-
lating Carrie Mytinger for her outstanding ac-
complishment.

———

HOUSE COMMISSION FOR ASSIST-
ING DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTS
RESOLUTION: A PRICE-BEREU-
TER-DREIER-FROST INITIATIVE

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
wishes to thank his friend the distinguished
gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. PRICE, for
working with me and introducing a resolution
to establish the House Commission for Assist-
ing Democratic Parliaments. This Member is
proud to be an original cosponsor of this
measure, along with the chairman and the
ranking Democratic member of the Committee
on Rules. Having been involved in the Frost-
Solomon Task Force, which undertook a simi-
lar effort a decade ago, this Member is en-
thused to offer this new initiative.

The spread of parliamentary democracy in
Central and Eastern Europe is one of the
great success stories in recent history. Of
course, the efforts by those nations to over-
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throw their communist dictatorships in some
cases traces back several decades, but the
rapid downfall of those regimes began after
the events of 1989 and accelerated in the
early 1990s.

Sadly, some countries that gained inde-
pendence after the collapse of the Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia simply traded com-
munist dictatorships for new dictatorships of
nationalists and former apparatchiks. But most
of these countries moved quickly to establish
new democracies, holding free and fair elec-
tions and transforming their parliaments from
rubber-stamp facades into independent legis-
latures. However, this task proved easier on
paper than in practice.

As we well know in this Congress, our abil-
ity to legislate independently of the executive
depends on our access to independent infor-
mation and analysis. We are fortunate to have
our own staffs and support agencies to which
we can turn to research an issue and provide
alternative points of view. Recognizing the im-
portance of this, the Congress has created
agencies like the General Accounting Office,
Congressional Research Service and Con-
gressional Budget Office to provide Members
with independent views and oversight.

In the newly democratic parliaments, this
capacity and expertise was lacking. Recog-
nizing its importance for legislative autonomy,
in 1990 the distinguished gentleman from
Texas, Mr. FROST, established a task force
through the Speaker’s office to help them de-
velop the needed capabilities. In cooperation
with the late gentleman from New York, Mr.
Solomon, the gentleman from Texas devel-
oped a program that allowed the House of
Representatives to share the expertise of
Members and staff, especially from the Con-
gressional Research Service, with the newly
democratic parliaments. The task force pro-
vided modest donations of information tech-
nology-related office equipment and reference
materials for parliamentary libraries, thereby
facilitating the establishment of independent
research services.

The task force also helped those par-
liaments develop parliamentary procedures
and the means to inform Members and the
general public about parliamentary activities in
a timely and open fashion. At a modest cost,
we were able to help these parliaments be-
come effective legislatures and play their part
in a democratic system.

The Frost-Solomon Task Force was termi-
nated in 1996. While most of those countries
that received aid have indeed become full-
fledged democracies, others still need a help-
ing hand. The Price-Bereuter Resolution aims
to provide that assistance.

The resolution that has been introduced
would create a House Commission for Assist-
ing Democratic Parliaments, comprised of
eight House Members—four Republicans and
four Democrats—and it would have a small
staff to coordinate its activities and help Mem-
bers determine which parliaments would most
benefit from such assistance.

Much of the expertise that these parliaments
require can be found in the House and its sup-
port agencies, so the resolution would allow
congressional offices to detail employees to
the Commission. Recognizing that many of
those who worked on the initial Frost-Solomon
Task Force have retired or are about to retire
from congressional employment, the resolution
allows the Commission to use those retirees
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as consultants, so that parliaments can benefit
from their years of expertise.

In addition to providing expert advice from
Members and staff, the resolution envisions a
modest assistance program to provide par-
liaments with information, technology-related
equipment and with reference materials so
that they could establish a research service
and better disseminate legislative information.
When the Commission identified needs in se-
lected parliaments, it could recommend that
the Agency for International Development pro-
vide certain equipment, materials or technical
assistance to enable those parliaments to be-
come more efficient and transparent.

The first task of this Commission should be
to finish the work that was begun in Central
and Eastern Europe, but the resolution does
not limit the Commission’s scope to that re-
gion. Once this program is established, it
could expand to assist parliaments in other
countries, as appropriate, like those in the
Caucasus and Central Asian regions and per-
haps in other parts of the world. For example,
the United States is committed to help create
representative democracies in Afghanistan
and Irag. It would be worthwhile if the House
were to work with the new parliaments in
those nations to help them develop as autono-
mous institutions in a democratic society.

Mr. Speaker, this Member was pleased to
play a small part in the Frost-Solomon Task
Force in the 1990s by participating in Frost-
Solomon congressional delegations that re-
viewed the accomplishments of the assistance
that had been given. Today, we have an op-
portunity to further assist in the emergence of
democratic parliaments by enabling this House
to share its expertise and to work with AID in
providing the necessary assistance. This
Member urges his colleagues to become co-
sponsors of the Price-Bereuter-Dreier-Frost
resolution to create the House Commission for
Assisting Democratic Parliaments.

———

MELHA SHRINERS—CELEBRATING
50 YEARS OF FAMILY ENTER-
TAINMENT

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the Melha Shrine
Circus of Springfield. For 50 years the Melha
Shriners have proudly presented this show as
a great and historic form of family entertain-
ment.

The Shriners have done this for the past
half of a century in order to raise money to
fund their marching units and other community
activities in western Massachusetts. These
events are meant to maintain their visibility
and presence in the community so that they
can continue to support their main message
about their hospital work.

Beyond merely putting on a circus to enter-
tain families across western Massachusetts,
these philanthropists also always perform what
they like to call “The Community Service
Show.” For this event they donate all of the al-
most 5,000 tickets to the circus to various
community service groups who deal with chil-
dren, adults, and families in need of aid. By
bringing a little extra light into the lives of peo-
ple down on their luck the Melha Shriners sim-
ply show that they are willing to take the extra
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step to give back to the community in which
they live and work without asking anything in
return.

It is a great honor to be able to rise today
and commend this giving group of people from
Springfield, Massachusetts. Their commitment
to family entertainment and charity is admi-
rable and sets an excellent example to others.
This spring the Melha Shriners will go out with
their circus tent. And this spring for the 50th
year in a row, they will bring laughs to chil-
dren, smiles to adults, and they will give back
to the community as only they can do. | am
proud to be a long-time supporter of the Melha
Shriners, and so | wish you luck with the cir-
cus this year and hope for 50 more years of
the Shriners.

————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
THE RETIREMENT OF JAMES E.
CARNES

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, James E. Carnes served the peo-
ple of Ohio as a member of the Ohio State
Senate for 9 years; and

Whereas, James E. Carnes has served as
Chairman of  the Senate’s Finance
Committeee, overseeing the State budget; and

Whereas, James E. Carnes is currently the
longest serving member of the Ohio State
Senate; and

Whereas, James E. Carnes has used his
position within the Ohio State Senate to help
better the lives of thousands of people; and

Whereas, James E. Carnes has been ap-
pointed to continue his service to the citizens
of Ohio as the Deputy Director of the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Resources; and

Whereas, James E. Carnes must be com-
mended for his dedication to improving the
State of Ohio and his willingness to continue
this service through his new appointment.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in cele-
brating James E. Carnes’ 9 years of service in
the Ohio State Senate and wish him the best
of luck in his new position.

————————

CELEBRATING WISCONSIN’S
LEGAL HISTORY

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of an important historic program
that celebrates famous cases throughout Wis-
consin’s legal history and honors Wisconsin’'s
Women Jurists.

This year, Wisconsinites have had the op-
portunity to take part in a traveling exhibit
showcasing the rich history of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court. The exhibit examines several
of the influential cases Wisconsin has con-
fronted during its over 150 years, including
slavery, women’s suffrage, and mandatory
education for children. | commend the mem-
bers of the Wisconsin Legal History Com-
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mittee for their efforts in developing this exhibit
so that this generation has the opportunity to
learn from Wisconsin's extensive legal history.

On March 17, 2004, for the first time in Wis-
consin’s history, Judge Maxine A. White, Dis-
trict Director of the National Association of
Women Judges, with the assistance of over
25 sponsoring legal associations and commu-
nity groups, will unveil the portraits of fifteen
Wisconsin Women Jurists who are retired or
deceased. | am excited that the changing face
of the Wisconsin judiciary is being recognized
in this exhibit. These 15 female jurists served
the courts of Wisconsin between 1972 and
2003 and covered eight different counties
across the State—Olga Bennett, Vernon
County Court (1969-75); Vel R. Phillips, Mil-
waukee County Court (1971-73); Martha
Bablitch, Court of Appeals, District IV (1978—
85); Leah M. Lampone, Milwaukee County Cir-
cuit Court (1978-93); Donna J. Muza, Dunn
County Circuit Court (1979-98); Arlene D.
Connors, Milwaukee County Circuit Court
(1980-98); Janine P. Geske, Milwaukee Coun-
ty Circuit Court (1981-93), Wisconsin Su-
preme Court (1993-98); Vivi L. Dilweg, Brown
County Circuit Court (1982-99); Marianne E.
Becker, Waukesha County Circuit Court
(1985-2003); Paulette L. Siebers (1985-86),
Dane County Circuit Court; Susan R.
Steingass, Dane County Circuit Court (1985—
93); Virginia A. Wolfe, Sauk County Circuit
Court (1988-2000); Louise Tesmer, Mil-
waukee County Circuit Court (1989-2001);
Jacqueline Schellinger, Milwaukee County Cir-
cuit Court (1992-2003); Nancy E. Wheeler,
Racine County Circuit Court (1993-98).

| have had the privilege of getting to know
several of these amazing women, and it has
been such an honor to learn from them.

| would also like to congratulate and com-
mend Judge White on her leadership of this
event, and Wisconsin Justice Ann Walsh
Bradley, who will receive the prestigious
American Judicature Society’s “Herbert Har-
ley” Award at the March 17 event. The “Her-
bert Harley” Award is given to individuals who
have made outstanding efforts to improve the
administration of justice in their State. Justice
Ann Walsh Bradley is certainly deserving of
this award for her tireless work on behalf of
Wisconsin.

————

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF DON RICH-
ARDSON’S RETIREMENT FROM
HIGHLAND PARK HIGH SCHOOL

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Don Richardson from Highland Park
High School on the occasion of his upcoming
retirement. | have the pleasure of representing
Highland Park High School in Congress, and
| am proud to have four alums from Highland
Park High School on my staff and two of them
that played football for Coach Richardson.

Coach Richardson retires as the defensive
coordinator for the Highland Park Scots foot-
ball team. Don Richardson has been a career
educator for 34 vyears, including 31 distin-
guished years with the Highland Park Inde-
pendent School District. In his capacity with
the Highland Park football team, Coach Rich-

E271

ardson has been a jack-of-all-trades. In his
tenure, he has served as the head football
coach, offensive coordinator, offensive line
coach, and defensive coordinator.

| salute Coach Richardson for the positive
influence that he has had on his players and
students over the last 31 years. Off the play-
ing field, he has been an outstanding govern-
ment and history teacher for Highland Park
High School. Coach Richardson was selected
by his teaching peers as the Highland Park
High School Teacher of the Year for 1998-
1999. He is a role model of leadership and de-
pendability, and he will be greatly missed by
future Highland Park football teams and by his
former players and fans in the stands on Fri-
day nights. Highland Park’s football team is a
benchmark of success within Dallas County
year in and year out. Coach Richardson’s
coaching abilities greatly contribute to the
team’s victories on the field, as he puts his
players in the best positions to make game-
changing plays.

Highland Park’s football team has histori-
cally been one of the best programs in the
State. Highland Park ranks fourth in the State
for all-time victories with 637 and is fifth in all-
time playoff victories with 62.

Coach Richardson’s family has played a
vital role in his success over the years. Don’s
loving wife, Carolyn, and children, Sharla
Cassiano and Kyle Richardson, have brought
him great warmth and support. Sharla was an
All-Sun Belt Conference volleyball player at
Louisiana Tech, and Kyle played linebacker
for the University of Texas Longhorns.

I wish Coach Richardson and his family a
pleasant start to his well-earned retirement,
and | thank him for his years of dedicated
service in education.

————

A PROCLAMATION COMMEMO-
RATING THE 99TH BIRTHDAY OF
THE BRIDGEPORT AERIE NO. 995

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, the Bridgeport Aerie No. 995 Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles is celebrating 99 years
of service to the Bridgeport area; and

Whereas, the Bridgeport Eagles have con-
tributed untold volunteer hours in building
character, citizenship, and leadership to the
community; and

Whereas, the Bridgeport Eagles must be
commended for its hard work and dedication
in providing an outstanding service to the
Bridgeport area; and

Therefore, | join with the residents of
Bridgeport and the entire 18th Congressional
District in recognizing the Bridgeport Aerie No.
995 Fraternal Order of Eagles for 99 years of
community service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on
the legislative day of Tuesday, February 24,
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