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on budgetary matters. I believe that discipline 
must come from the White House. Congress 
can no longer afford runaway tax cuts and 
corporate welfare while neglecting long-term 
fiscal solvency and current priorities like health 
care and education. 

What Chairman Greenspan neglected to 
state was that the President’s reckless dis-
regard for fiscal responsibility led to a $521 
billion deficit in FY 2004. When President 
Bush took office in 2001, he inherited a pro-
jected $5.6 trillion surplus over ten years. Just 
three short years later, we have a projected 
$1.9 trillion deficit, a shocking turnaround. 
While the President was dealt a difficult hand 
with a recession and the attacks of September 
11, many of the fiscal woes are a result of re-
peated tax cuts that benefit the wealthiest 
Americans. Our promise to seniors has been 
bypassed in order to line the pockets of the 
President’s wealthy friends.

Every man, woman, and child in Rhode Is-
land and around the country would owe more 
than $24,000 if we were to erase the national 
debt today. Due to increasing deficits, this 
amount is only going to increase until we take 
serious steps to cut wasteful government 
spending and collect the revenue to meet 
America’s priorities and promises. Baby 
boomers will challenge the Social Security 
system, but through responsible fiscal policy, 
the government will be able to keep this pro-
gram afloat. 

Ensuring the solvency is not the task of one 
person or one party. Saving Social Security 
will require difficult decisions, but we cannot 
play politics with Americans’ futures. More 
than anything, we need an Administration that 
respects fiscal responsibility and recognizes 
that in a time of war and recession, we should 
not be giving trillion-dollar tax cuts to the most 
privileged Americans. I urge my colleagues to 
reject Chairman Greenspan’s calls to cut ben-
efits to our nation’s seniors and instead work 
to restore fiscal responsibility to our govern-
ment.

f 

HONORING HAHNVILLE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. W.J. (BILLY) TAUZIN 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to offer my congratulations to 
the Hahnville High School Tigers football team 
of Boutte, Louisiana for winning the Louisiana 
5A Football Championship game on Decem-
ber 13, 2003 in the New Orleans Superdome. 

Led by their head coach, Lou Valdin, the 
Hahnville Tigers capped off a fairytale season 
when they defeated the Evangel Eagles 41–
35. This year’s win marks the school’s sixth 
state championship title, the most recent in 
1994, and seals off their perfect 15–0 season. 
It also gives Lou Valdin his first state title as 
a head coach. 

On their march to this year’s championship, 
the Tigers defeated Fountainebleu, Barbe, 
Higgins, and Carencro in the playoffs before 
meeting Evangel in finals. The championship 
game was a great effort by both teams, but in 
the end the Hahnville Tigers came away the 
victors. 

I am proud to report that during the cham-
pionship game the Tigers compiled over 450 

total yards on offense on an Evangel defense 
that had only allowed just over 230 yards per 
game this season. I would especially like to 
note the efforts of three key offensive players: 
Darius Reynaud, Bryant Lee and Craig Turner. 
Reynaud and Lee both tied 5A Prep Classic 
records and Reynaud was named the Player 
of the Game by the media. Reynaud rushed 
for 184 yards on 31 carries and two touch-
downs. He also led the Tigers in receiving 
yards with 86 on three receptions and a touch-
down. Those three touchdowns tied a 5A Prep 
Classic record for most touchdowns and most 
points scored. This championship game was 
monumental in so many ways for both teams. 
The two teams broke or tied 27 5A Prep Clas-
sic records, including most points scored by 
two teams. 

The whole effort was aided by Principal Bar-
bara Fuselier, and all of the students, staff and 
parents of Hahnville High School who have 
shown their support for the players and coach-
es. It was truly a community effort that accom-
plished this great victory. I would like to com-
mend all of the players and coaches who have 
shown true dedication to their sport, and I am 
extremely proud of their accomplishment. It is 
with great pride that we congratulate and wish 
them luck in all their future endeavors.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL PROGRAM 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2004

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the ‘‘Congressional Gold Medal Pro-
gram Enhancement Act of 2004.’’ Passage of 
this legislation will ensure that the medals 
Congress confers will continue to honor truly 
exceptional achievement. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, Congress cre-
ated the Congressional Gold Medal honor in 
1776 to recognize military leaders, and then 
honored George Washington for his heroic 
service in the Revolutionary War. Since then, 
the medal program has evolved to become the 
highest civilian honor Congress confers, and 
medals have gone to those who have attained 
exceptional achievement, including General 
Douglas MacArthur; General Colin Powell; 
Mother Teresa; Pope John Paul II; British 
Prime Ministers Winston Churchill and Tony 
Blair; Jonas Salk; Robert H. Goddard and 
Rosa Parks. 

However, a disturbing trend has started to 
emerge in which Congress approves numer-
ous medals each year, and in some cases ap-
proves medals for groups rather than individ-
uals. Mr. Speaker, I do not believe that either 
of these trends is in the spirit of the gold 
medal concept. This legislation seeks to clarify 
guidelines under which the medals may be 
awarded, and strengthen the honor of the 
process. 

Under the new guidelines, Congressional 
Gold Medals could only be awarded to an indi-
vidual, not to a group. While there are many 
groups of people deserving recognition, I be-
lieve the medal should be awarded for out-
standing, individual achievement. 

Also under this legislation, no more than two 
medals could be awarded in any single year. 

A similar limitation has worked extraordinarily 
well for the commemorative coin programs 
struck by the United States Mint: under reform 
legislation I authored and Congress passed in 
1995, only two coin programs may be con-
ducted in any year. This reform improved the 
commemorative coin honor and similar stand-
ards could improve the process for awarding 
the Congressional Gold Medal. 

It concerns me, Mr. Speaker, that limiting 
the number of coin programs a year but hav-
ing no limitation on Congressional Gold Med-
als—we award five or six in some years—
could someday devalue the medals. Mr. 
Speaker, this is a simple piece of legislation 
with great meaning. It will ensure the future in-
tegrity and true honor of the award. It is my 
goal that each recipient—President, civil rights 
leader, military hero, inventor, noted healer—
who receives a Congressional Gold Medal will 
remain part of a unique honor, bestowed by 
the U.S. Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, few can argue with the idea 
that these medals are an important indicator of 
American appreciation and gratitude. To main-
tain this standard, I will work to move the 
‘‘Congressional Gold Medal Program En-
hancement Act’’ quickly, in order to take effect 
at the beginning of the next Congress. I urge 
my colleagues to cosponsor this legislation 
and look forward to working with the Financial 
Services Committee to bring this bill to the 
House Floor.
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PATRICK PHELAN 2003 GATORADE 
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
SOCCER PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend Patrick Phelan, of 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy, on his selec-
tion as the 2003 Gatorade National High 
School Player of the Year in Boys Soccer. Out 
of the more than 300,000 young men across 
the country who play soccer, he was selected 
for this prestigious award based on athletics, 
academic achievement, and overall character. 
This selection, which has been given out for 
nineteen years in ten different sports, places 
him in the elite company of highly regarded 
athletes such as NFL co-MVP Peyton Man-
ning, U.S. Olympic Gold Medallist Marion 
Jones, and basketball stars Lisa Leslie and 
LeBron James. 

Gatorade is not the first to sing the praises 
of Patrick Phelan, though. His coach, Gary 
Cook, refers to him as, ‘‘the best player I have 
coached in my twenty eight years in high 
school.’’ Beyond being an amazing player, 
Patrick is also an important leader on the 
team. According to Cook, ‘‘everyday he trains 
with a purpose and he makes everyone 
around him better. He was a great captain and 
teammate.’’ 

As a defender, Patrick scored six goals and 
was attributed with five assists this past sea-
son. Along with his on-field performance, the 
leadership he provided in his role as team 
captain helped elevate the team to a 12–1–2 
regular season and a berth in the Class B 
New England Prep School Semi-Finals. 

Patrick does more than play soccer, though. 
Academically, he stands out with a grade point 
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average of 3.74. At Wilbraham, he is a mem-
ber of the Spanish Club. Additionally, he man-
ages to give back to the community through 
his work with young children as the computer 
aid at Here We Grow Preschool. He has also 
figured out a way to include his soccer skills 
with his community service efforts as a volun-
teer at Top Soccer, which hosts clinics for dis-
abled children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to pay tribute to 
this young man attending Wilbraham & Mon-
son Academy. Patrick Phelan’s accomplish-
ments transcend any single niche; he excels 
in athletics, scholarship, and community serv-
ice. He has done many things to be proud of, 
and it is a great pleasure to see him recog-
nized for his dedication and hard work. Pat-
rick, congratulations on being selected as 
Gatorade’s National High School Boys Soccer 
Player of the Year, and good luck in your fu-
ture endeavors.
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FREEDOM FOR OMAR RODRÍGUEZ 
SALUDES 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Omar 
Rodnı́guez Saludes, a prisoner of conscience 
in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Rodrı́guez has been active in the Cuban 
pro-democracy movement since 1995. In his 
capacity as an activist for freedom, he has 
worked primarily as an independent journalist 
and photographer. Mr. Rodrı́guez is the direc-
tor of the New Press, an independent news 
agency in Havana. 

Mr. Rodrı́guez has dedicated his life to re-
porting and photographing the truth in totali-
tarian Cuba. Because Castro’s totalitarian re-
gime denies and abhors the truth, Mr. 
Rodrı́guez has been continually arrested and 
harassed by the dictator’s ruthless machinery 
of repression. According to Amnesty Inter-
national, Mr. Rodrı́guez was detained repeat-
edly between December 1998 and January 
2002 for attempting to disseminate the truth 
about the only totalitarian dictatorship in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

On March 20, 2003, as part of the brutal 
crackdown on Cuban pro-democracy activists, 
Mr. Rodrı́guez was arrested by the totalitarian 
government. Amnesty International reports 
that Mr. Rodrı́guez was convicted based on 
accusations such as ‘‘he photographed places 
that, because of the state they were in, gave 
a distorted image of Cuban reality.’’ 

After this sham trial, Mr. Rodrı́guez was 
sentenced to 27 years in the totalitarian gulag. 
I repeat, Mr. Rodrı́guez was sentenced to 27 
years in Castro’s gulag, because he captured 
the truth about a decayed, bankrupt, and ruth-
less regime on his roles of film. 

Mr. Speaker, we must fight for freedom 
whenever and wherever human beings are 
shackled by totalitarian dictators. My col-
leagues, we must demand the immediate re-
lease of Omar Rodrı́guez Saludes and every 
prisoner of conscience in totalitarian Cuba.

‘‘PUEBLO’’ RESOLUTION 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, on 28 January 
1968, the U.S.S. Pueblo, under the command 
of Cmdr. Lloyd ‘‘Pete’’ Bucher was attacked by 
four North Korean torpedo boats while in inter-
national waters. The attack resulted in the 
death of one Navy sailor and the capture of 
Cmdr. Bucher and his crew. 

Held in concrete cells, the Pueblo crew was 
starved and tortured for 11 months. Fed most-
ly turnips, many of the malnourished crew-
members began to lose their sight. They were 
repeatedly beaten and burned on steam radi-
ators. 

By all accounts Cmdr. Bucher bore the 
brunt of the North Korean’s wrath. Crewman 
James Kell explained it this way: ‘‘We were all 
beaten, we all were tortured. But [Bucher] had 
it double, triple, quadruple what we got.’’ 

Stu Russell, another crewman, echoes 
Kell’s praise of Cmdr. Bucher: ‘‘The man was 
a giant. No matter who did what, he was al-
ways punished. I simply don’t know where he 
got the strength and courage to go through 
what he did.’’ 

In January 2004, Cmdr. Lloyd ‘‘Pete’’ 
Bucher passed away and was subsequently 
buried with honors at Fort Rosecrans National 
Cemetery in Point Loma, San Diego, Cali-
fornia. He died an American hero. 

Today, joined by 15 bi-partisan colleagues, 
I introduce this Resolution to honor Cmdr. 
Lloyd ‘‘Pete’’ Bucher and the crew of the 
U.S.S. Pueblo who served our country, and 
suffered while doing so. They sacrificed that 
each of us may enjoy the liberty for which so 
many others have given the ultimate sacrifice.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG OSE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2004, I missed rollcall vote Nos. 25, 
26, and 27, for family reasons. Had I been 
here, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 
25; ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 26; and ‘‘aye’’ on roll-
call No. 27.
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LIMIT ON DEDUCTION FOR CHARI-
TABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF PAT-
ENTS AND SIMILAR PROPERTY 

HON. AMO HOUGHTON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing legislation that would tighten the 
tax rules for technology donations. The pro-
posal would prevent the abusive transactions, 
but would allow the fair market value of legiti-
mate gifts of technology to be deducted when 
the technology is transferred to universities, 
teaching hospitals, or nonprofit research insti-
tutions. My good friend and former House col-

league, PAT ROBERTS, has introduced a com-
panion bill in the Senate. 

Taxpayers are permitted to deduct the fair 
market value of patents and related tech-
nology that are donated to tax exempt char-
ities. The benefit from the tax savings gen-
erated by patent and technology donations en-
courages the private owners of technology to 
transfer the patent to credentialed institutions 
that can develop it, creating new markets, im-
proving people’s lives, creating jobs, and 
strengthening the educational capabilities and 
innovative skills of our universities, teaching 
hospitals and research institutions. 

In recent years the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice and the Treasury Department have identi-
fied serious problems that have allowed un-
scrupulous taxpayers to abuse the law. In 
some cases, technology of questionable value 
is donated to tax exempt entities that are ei-
ther incapable or unwilling to develop it. Any 
‘‘value’’ deducted in these cases is clearly ex-
aggerated. In some cases, donor appraisals of 
otherwise valuable technology to a 
credentialed donee may have stated values 
that are inflated. 

The Treasury Department has proposed a 
solution to these problems that would effec-
tively eliminate any current deduction for do-
nors of technology. While I strongly support 
measures to clean up the current law and 
tighten the rules for deductible gifts of tech-
nology, I believe Treasury’s proposal goes too 
far. 

My proposal would limit the incentive to very 
specific circumstances. Deductions would be 
limited to technology gifts in cases when all 
rights, title and interest in technology are 
transferred to either a university, teaching hos-
pital, or non-profit research institute that is 
able to apply its credentialed expertise to the 
development of the technology. Under the pro-
posal, the donor and donee of any cash in-
cluded with a qualified gift must agree to limit 
its use to the development of the technology 
gift. 

The bill adds a number of measures to 
avoid abuse in this area. Qualified appraisals 
and qualified appraisers are required and de-
fined. One or more appraisals (second ap-
praisal if value is over $5 million) would be re-
quired without regard to any value limitation. 
The Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe 
regulations or guidance regarding the qualified 
appraisals and qualified appraisers. In addi-
tion, other anti-abuse measures to prevent the 
bundling of patents or similar property and/or 
manipulation of the tax basis in order to in-
crease the amount of the contribution are in-
cluded. 

I encourage my colleagues to support this 
important measure.
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SLIMMING DOWN THE 
GOVERNMENT 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ad-
dress the issue of government spending. Pre-
scription medicines for seniors, helping fami-
lies own their own homes, supporting edu-
cation and defending America—the list of the 
government’s responsibilities to the American 
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