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PAYING TRIBUTE TO TODD LAWS 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise before you today to pay tribute 
to a remarkable man from my district who has 
dedicated his life to improving the lives of the 
citizens of Taiwan. Todd Laws, of Delta Coun-
ty, Colorado, started his mission ten years ago 
by devoting his time and efforts to help im-
prove the lives of Taiwanese youths. Todd’s 
work serves as a valuable model of service to 
us all, and I would like to ask my colleagues 
to please join me in recognizing his achieve-
ments before this body of Congress and this 
nation today. 

Todd recently returned from Taiwan after an 
intensive week of facilitating training for the 
Young Life leaders within the country, an or-
ganization that combines Christian beliefs with 
basic human values. While there, he taught 
basic skills such as balancing a checkbook, 
marketing oneself for jobs, and morality. Todd 
hopes to return to Taiwan in the near future, 
to continue this noble and worthy cause. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and pay 
tribute to Todd Laws for reaching out to the 
youth of Taiwan. He has truly demonstrated a 
devotion to the teaching of morals and values 
to the world’s youth, and I would like to thank 
him for his contributions to this noble endeav-
or before this body of Congress and this Na-
tion today. Thanks for your service.

f 

HONORING DORIS CHERRY 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to acknowl-
edge Ms. Doris Cherry, who has recently been 
named ‘‘Employee of the Year’’ by Congres-
sional Guest Services, for her 28 years of ex-
emplary service at the Longworth Cafeteria. 

Ms. Cherry is well known by members of my 
staff and other congressional offices for her 
extraordinary reputation of friendliness and 
warmth. While she is being recognized as the 
‘‘Employee of the Year’’, I daresay that if a 
poll were taken of the many thousands of peo-
ple who use the Longworth Cafeteria, she 
would easily win any competition where cus-
tomer service, patience and genuine kindness 
were at stake. 

At a time when civility in human relations is 
arguably at low ebb, people like Doris Cherry 
remind us that a simple smile can make an 
enormous difference in all of our lives. She 
treats her job as an art, and not just a profes-
sion. 

Doris has the kind of personality that warms 
the heart. She is a person we can all learn 
from. Perhaps her last years in Longworth will 
be spent on the other side of the cash reg-
ister? She would make a great candidate for 
office and would no doubt have many admir-
ers on both sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit the fol-
lowing article from Roll Call newspaper in the 
RECORD, as a fitting tribute to this very gifted 
woman.

CAFETERIA WORKER IS EMPLOYEE OF THE 
YEAR 

(By Zach Miller) 
For 28 years, Doris Cherry has been a reg-

ular sight in the Longworth Cafeteria. Work-
ing the checkout lines for the past 15 years, 
she is the friendly face at the end of a long 
line of hungry staffers. This year, Guest 
Services has named her Employee of the 
Year. 

‘‘I am very excited and very happy,’’ Cher-
ry said of the award, but in her now-trade-
mark selfless attitude she added, ‘‘I am 
happy when my customers are happy. They 
come to the Food Court for a break. My job 
is to make them leave with a smile.’’ 

Born in Clinton, N.C., Cherry came to 
Washington, D.C., as a child. In 1976, she 
started work in the Longworth Cafeteria as 
a line server before becoming a grill cook 
and deli server. After a decade of making 
food, Doris moved to the checkout line reg-
isters, where she became the warm and kind 
fixture collecting money from House patrons 
and in return giving them a smile and a 
hello. 

Cherry’s manager, Eran Nuran, said she is 
a sweet person who genuinely cares about ev-
eryone she meets. ‘‘She is one of the most 
dependable team members here at Long-
worth. Customers will line up to 20 people at 
a time to get a chance to speak to Doris. 
Other registers will be open, but they think 
she is worth the wait,’’ Nuran said. 

Cherry once received a letter from a reg-
ular customer informing her he was leaving 
his job. In the letter the customer confessed 
that even though his office had free coffee 
every morning prepared for the staff, he 
would come to the cafeteria and pay for a 
cup just so he could say hello to her. 

Cherry and her husband, Reginald, have 
four children and seven grandchildren.
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RECOGNIZING MARIO DESANTIS 
FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE TO HIS 
COUNTRY 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Yonkers, New 
York, resident Mario DeSantis on his retire-
ment after 57 years of service on behalf of 
Americans in Westchester County and all over 
the country. 

As a young clerk at the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), Mr. DeSantis helped organize 
the employees of what was then the Manhat-
tan District of the IRS as members of the Na-
tional Treasury Employees Union (NTEU). The 
NTEU is the largest independent non-postal 
Federal employees union in the country, rep-
resenting about 150,000 workers in 29 dif-
ferent government agencies. NTEU Chapter 
47, to which Mr. DeSantis belongs and which 
he helped found, now represents 1,600 IRS 
employees in New York City and Westchester 
County. 

Mr. DeSantis quickly took a leadership role 
in NTEU Chapter 47. As he rose through the 
ranks of the IRS to become a revenue officer, 
Mr. DeSantis also rose through the ranks of 
NTEU Chapter 47 as a steward, assistant 
chief steward, and associate vice president. 
His enthusiastic and effective work in these 
roles led to his election as national vice presi-
dent for District 5 at the 1985 NTEU national 
convention. 

He has also served as the legislative coordi-
nator for Chapter 47 for the past 20 years. In 
this post, Mr. DeSantis has led the chapter’s 
legislative advocacy program on behalf of all 
Federal employees. He has lobbied for better 
pay and benefits, against schemes to contract 
out government work, and to protect overtime 
pay. He has been particularly successful at or-
ganizing voter registration efforts. Each year, 
these drives have registered hundreds of citi-
zens across Westchester County to vote. Be-
cause of his success as legislative coordi-
nator, he came to lead the New York State 
delegation to the NTEU legislative con-
ferences. 

Mr. DeSantis is also a talented jazz musi-
cian and a member of the American Federa-
tion of Musicians (AFM). He has performed 
both professionally and at Chapter 47 holiday 
parties. His work on behalf of members of 
both AFM and NTEU came together in Las 
Vegas in 1995 during the NTEU national con-
vention. Mr. DeSantis organized convention 
delegates to help walk a picket line at 
Caesar’s Palace in solidarity with picketing 
members of AFM. 

This anecdote clearly demonstrates the de-
votion and enthusiasm that Mr. DeSantis has 
brought to his struggle in support of workers 
all over the United States, from Federal em-
ployees to professional musicians. We can all 
take inspiration from the way that he sees a 
problem in society, whether the high number 
of unregistered voters or a lack of adequate 
benefits for workers, and commits himself to 
help fix that problem. 

I thank Mr. DeSantis for almost 6 decades 
of public service and wish him the best in his 
retirement. The IRS, the members of NTEU 
and AFM, and the residents of Westchester 
County will all miss him. I am confident that, 
although he is retiring, the legacy Mr. 
DeSantis leaves behind will continue to moti-
vate others to embrace service to their country 
with the commitment and energy that he did.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO RICHARD 
NICHOLS 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is truly a privi-
lege to take this opportunity to pay tribute to 
Richard Nichols, a citizen that has dedicated 
his life toward aiding others in medical dis-
tress. Richard has been an outstanding para-
medic in Craig, Colorado and I would like to 
ask my colleagues to please join me in recog-
nizing him before this body of Congress and 
this Nation today. 

Richard began his service to his community 
ten years ago as an ambulance driver, and 
before long enrolled in an EMT basic course. 
Seeing the benefit of his increasing skill level, 
Richard earned his paramedic license through 
the University of Colorado at Yampa Valley 
Medical Center. Today he values each oppor-
tunity where his crew’s skills are tested and 
the patient walks out of the hospital, healed. 
Richard is also instrumental in the classroom 
where he teaches an EMT basic course at the 
Community College of Northwest Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, it is quite clear that Richard 
Nichols is a person who possesses unparal-
leled dedication and commitment to not only 
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each patient he treats, but also his students 
hoping to follow in his footsteps. It is his in-
credible talent and spirit of enthusiasm with 
which he has always conducted himself that I 
wish to bring before this body of Congress 
and this Nation today. Thanks for your contin-
ued service.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF JOHN 
WESLEY WINTERS, SR. 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to remember a great North Carolinian, John 
Wesley Winters, Sr. 

North Carolina and its capital city, Raleigh, 
lost one of its most outstanding citizens with 
the death of John Wesley Winters, Sr., on 
February 15. Mr. Winters was a builder, land 
developer, civil leader, and a pioneer in im-
proving race relations in his city and State. He 
was a loyal Democrat and an innovative 
champion for human rights. 

Mr. Winters worked as a milkman and air-
port skycap in his youth, saving his money 
with the goal of becoming a builder for south-
east Raleigh’s African American community. In 
1957, he opened his home-building company 
and began building homes. Each year brought 
more houses. In the early 1960s he developed 
Biltmore Hills as a neighborhood of affordable 
homes for middle-class African American fami-
lies. He named the streets of the subdivision 
for famous African Americans, including 
(Ralph) Bunche and (Ella) Fitzgerald Drives 
and (Roy) Campanella Lane. He later devel-
oped Madonna Acres, an upper-level develop-
ment near St. Augustine’s College, and 
Wintershaven, an apartment complex for sen-
ior citizens. 

Elected to the Raleigh City Council in 1961, 
only a year after the Greensboro drug store 
sit-ins launched the civil rights movement in 
North Carolina, Mr. Winters was thrust into a 
key leadership role in Raleigh and Wake 
County. His was the voice on the city council 
raised to help the city respond to the civil 
rights revolution. Quiet-spoken, diplomatic, de-
termined, he was a tower of strength for both 
whites and blacks as the city responded to the 
demands for equal rights. When Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., visited Raleigh in 1961, it was 
Mr. Winters who was asked to pick him up at 
the airport and drive him to the speech. 
Former Governor James B. Hunt called Mr. 
Winters ‘‘the best bridge-builder between the 
races that has ever come along in North Caro-
lina.’’ Governor Hunt was later to appoint Mr. 
Winters to the North Carolina Utilities Commis-
sion. 

In 1974, Mr. Winters and Mr. Fred Alex-
ander of Charlotte were elected to the North 
Carolina State Senate. They were the first two 
African Americans elected to that body since 
Reconstruction. With quiet determination and 
hard work, Mr. Winters quickly became a lead-
er in the State senate, forming life-long friend-
ships with North Carolina’s political leaders. 
He was a friend of Governors, Senators, Con-
gressmen and Presidents. Governor Terry 
Sanford, whose term as Governor cor-
responded with the civil rights protests, was a 
personal friend and sought Mr. Winters’ ad-
vice. 

Mr. Winters is survived by his wife of 63 
years Marie; by seven children, Frances, 
John, Jr., Donna, Naomi, Rebecca, Roland 
and Seannea; by a brother, Joseph Winters of 
Raleigh; by a sister, Delores Scotto of Port 
Charlotte, Florida; by eight grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

His courage and his leadership will be 
missed in Raleigh, Wake County, and North 
Carolina. If God charges each of us that we 
leave the world a better place than we found 
it on our birth, John Winters succeeded admi-
rably. He lived, as the Chinese proverb says, 
‘‘in interesting times.’’ We can only thank God 
that a kind Providence saw fit to place us on 
the same highway of life with John Winters 
and made him our friend.
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IN MEMORY OF BISHOP AND MRS. 
R.E. RANGER 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, during Black 
History Month 2004, I rise today to recognize 
an outstanding and historic African American 
ministry and church in my district. It is my dis-
tinct pleasure to honor Bishop & Mrs. R.E. 
Ranger and historic Wayside Church of God 
In Christ, Inc. in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Bishop R.E. Ranger served as the leg-
endary Pastor of Wayside Church of God In 
Christ from January 16, 1930 until January 6, 
1992—a period of 62 years of continuous min-
istry at the same Church location at 2100 
Beckham Place, Fort Worth, Texas 76104—
and is believed to have served one of the 
longest tenures as a Pastor of the same 
church—if not the longest—of any pastor in 
Fort Worth history and one of the longest con-
tinuous pastoral tenures in the State of Texas. 

Bishop R.E. Ranger was born on Sunday, 
January 22, 1899 in the small, southern, rural 
area of Wilson Creek community, Allenhurst, 
Texas in Matagorda County and was a seri-
ous, disciplined student who became a vora-
cious reader and independent learner who ac-
knowledged the call of God to preach the gos-
pel at age 17 in San Antonio, Texas and con-
tinued as a gospel preacher for over 75 years 
(Diamond Jubilee). 

Bishop R.E. Ranger rose from very humble 
beginnings on his own via early self-education 
at the St. Mary’s Baptist Church using Catholic 
books and materials and without customary 
parental support to become an outstanding 
radio and TV trailblazer and pioneer in Fort 
Worth, Texas, as well as the nation and with 
the aid and assistance of radio and TV sta-
tions owned by Amon Carter, Jr.—WBAP 
Radio and WBAP–TV—achieved a number of 
historic ‘firsts’ in the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s, in-
cluding but not limited to: the Founding Bishop 
of the Church of God In Christ (Southeast) in 
Texas; a pioneering Pastor and Bishop in the 
Church of God In Christ in the State of Texas; 
the first African American appointed a denomi-
national Bishop in Fort Worth History; the first 
African American minister in America to re-
ceive ‘national’ radio air time; the first African 
American minister in the South to have a na-
tional radio ministry in the early 1930’s; first 
African American minister south of the Mason/
Dixon line to have weekly broadcasts short 

waved to many parts of the world—such as 
Australia, South America and England; and, 
became internationally known and his homilies 
were featured on television from such locales 
as Piccadilly Square in London and Honolulu, 
Hawaii; first African American minister in 
America to be seen in a ‘‘live’’ television wor-
ship service from a church auditorium; fea-
tured in June 1949 issue of Ebony Magazine 
as one of the ‘‘Outstanding Black Ministers on 
Radio’’; and a survey revealed his WBAP 
radio audience to be about six (6) million at its 
peak. 

Bishop R.E. Ranger was the historic min-
ister of the Wayside Church of God In Christ. 
In 1944, he personally drew up the blueprints 
for the current Wayside Church after receiving 
a God-given vision of a new, brick church in 
the ‘‘shape of a cross’’ with a tower. With that 
vision, he tore down the former church facil-
ity—the ‘‘Little Wooden Church on the Hill’’—
with his own hands. 

Bishop R.E. Ranger was a pioneer in the 
Church of God in Christ in the state of Texas 
and was appointed Presiding Bishop of the 
Church of God In Christ (Southeast) by the 
founder of the Church of God In Christ—
Bishop C.H. Mason. He also became an influ-
ential state and national religious leader 
headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Bishop R.E. Ranger willingly opened doors 
for activities for the good of the larger commu-
nity and provided material and spiritual assist-
ance to countless numbers of people in need. 
As a member of the NAACP and the Inter-
denominational Minesterial Alliance, he was 
actively involved in religious, civic, and edu-
cational activities and the struggle for human 
rights. 

Mrs. Blanche Mae Ranger was born March 
20, 1904 in Houston, Texas, and graduated 
from the City of Houston’s Normal and Col-
ored High School on June 1, 1922. She also 
received a teaching degree from the historic 
Tuskegee Normal & Industrial Institute on May 
22, 1924, during the time of George Wash-
ington Carver. Blanche Mae Ranger served 
with Bishop Ranger at Wayside Church from 
January 16, 1930 until her passing on October 
26, 1985. 

Mrs. Blanche Mae Ranger was an exem-
plary Christian wife, a licensed missionary, 
musician and singer of the radio/TV ministry 
theme song—‘‘The Old Ship of Zion’’, home-
maker, mother of eleven (11) children, home 
economics teacher, poll tax collector and civic 
worker of Fort Worth, Texas. She reared and 
supported the education of a host of children 
and grandchildren who studied at and re-
ceived numerous college and postgraduate 
degrees from institutions such as Huston 
Tillotson, Wiley College, Hastings Law School 
(UC), Lincoln University, University of Min-
nesota, Howard University, Howard University 
Law School, Lane College, University of 
Texas, Rutgers Law School, Morehouse Col-
lege, Bowdoin College, Harvard Law School, 
University of Michigan Law School, University 
of Pennsylvania Law School, Oberlin College, 
MIT, Stanford, Boston University, Perdue Uni-
versity, Northwestern University, United States 
Air Force Academy, Loyola Marymont Univer-
sity, and University of Virginia. 

I am very proud of the achievements of 
Bishop and Mrs. R.E. Ranger and historic 
Wayside Church. Thanks to their significant 
achievements, Bishop and Mrs. R.E. Ranger 
and Wayside Church were symbols of selfless 
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