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TOBACCO QUOTAS AND BUYOUTS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, recently, after
years of debate over the government run to-
bacco program, this body ended a system that
limited per-acre tobacco sales to protect prices
for growers and others holding quotas. As a
compromise, we agreed to a buyout that pro-
vides tobacco quota holders $7 per pound on
their allotment paid out in equal installments
over 10 years. These installments are paid out
of a Tobacco Trust Fund to quota holders and
eligible producers; however, the Tobacco
Trust Fund is also designated to pay for pro-
gram losses incurred by USDA.

We must not let bureaucratic red tape short-
change the promise we have made to these
quota holders and eligible producers. We have
an obligation to ensure that they receive what
they have bargained for. There are many
questions that need to be resolved. We need
to clarify and ensure that USDA will follow the
intent of Congress. The agriculture committees
in the House and Senate should hold hearings
to resolve the following issues before we
move forward. Issues that should be ad-
dressed include: Whether the buyouts are as-
signable to other parties; are there restrictions
on quota holders selling their shares in the pri-
vate market if they need their payments now
and cannot wait 10 years; and what safe-
guards are in place to assure that these allot-
ments are paid out over the next 10 years?

The projected estimates for this program are
$10.1 billion over 10 years, with the program
fully offset by funds from the Tobacco Trust
Fund. We have made a promise to these hold-
ers and producers, and we must not let mis-
guided direction reduce that promise.

—————

RECOGNIZING BRONSON ARROYO
OF BROOKSVILLE, FL

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Ms. GINNY-BROWN WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and praise
Bronson Arroyo: the fine athelete, hometown
hero, and member of the major league base-
ball world champion Boston Red Sox. | am
proud that the hometown he represents is
Brooksville, FL, in my 5th congressional dis-
trict.

Bronson Anthony Arroyo was born in Key
West, FL on February 24, 1977. Bronson is a
1995 graduate of Hernando High School in
Brooksville, FL, where he excelled in baseball
and basketball. He and his wife Aimee still
enjoy the comfort of Central West Florida by
making it their off-season home.

In 2003, Mr. Arroyo entered the Boston Red
Sox organization. In their farm system he
pitched a minor league perfect game, won the
Red Sox Minor League Player of the Year
Award. In 2004, as part of the Red Sox reg-
ular pitching rotation, Bronson won a World
Series ring.

Mr. Arroyo is often recognized for his ath-
letic accomplishments, and | would also like to
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recognize him as a role model for our commu-
nity. Mr. Arroyo runs a pitching clinic for the
United Way, serves food for the Red Sox
Foundation, and speaks with school children
as part of his community outreach.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to represent
Bronson Arroyo, and | am proud to praise him
on the floor of this house.

———

HONORING DOWNINGTOWN WEST
GIRLS SOCCER

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Downingtown West High School
Girls Soccer team for their 2-0 win over the
Moon Township team for the 2004 Girls Soc-
cer PIAA Class AAA Championship.

Downingtown Girls Soccer last won the
PIAA Class AAA Championship back in No-
vember of 2001 after a 7-0 victory and the
team was determined to repeat that victory
this year.

The Downingtown West Whippets were led
by the senior co-captains, Adrienne Weisser
and Jill Conaboy. The two co-captains worked
against adversity with the challenge of re-
vamping their team after the Downingtown
High School split into two separate schools:
Downingtown East and West in 2003. In the
post-season of 2003, the Whippets were de-
termined to work on their game and improve
after a late season slump that year and they
continued to improve with each game they
played.

The Whippets traveled to Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania to play in the finals against Moon Town-
ship. In the final game, the Whippets proved
to be a strong team with superior skills and
easily won their next PIAA Class AAA Cham-
pionship by shutting out Moon Township 2-0.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in honoring the players, coaches,
and support staff of Downingtown West High
School Whippets for their drive, determination,
and commitment to excellence that led them
to an outstanding season and the Class AAA
championship. The team is comprised of:
Kelsea Fortino, Amanda Marino, Jess Dean,
Megan Miller, Captain Jill Conaboy, Lauren
Sutcliffe, Katie Shannon, Jessica Stevens,
Becky Edwards, Sarah Phillips, Katelyn
Capps, Captain Adrienne Weisser, Colleen
Flanagan, Ali McNeil, Bethany Warren, Chris-
tine McLaughlin, Caitlyn Coleman, Christine
Thurwanger, Anne Collinson, Ashley Har-
rington, Kelly Peterson, Emily Fenimore,
Sarah Halprin, Amber Reardon, Amber Wer-
ner, Coach Rob Smith, Varsity Assistants
Mary Schanne and Kelly Cross, JV Head
Coach Mike Huffman, Athletic Trainer Joe
lezzi and Assistant Athletic Trainer Jessica
Korn.

————

ON THE RETIREMENT OF THE
NASA B-52B LAUNCH AIRCRAFT

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the retirement of the B-52B launch air-
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craft, tail number 008, the oldest NASA aircraft
and B-52 on flying status. This aircraft is
flown by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s (NASA) Dryden Flight Re-
search Center at Edwards Air Force Base,
California, which is in my district. | am espe-
cially proud of those who have worked over
the years with the B-52B, making history and
providing vital research data for our nation’s
aerospace programs.

The B-52B is an important piece of our na-
tion’s aerospace history, and | am pleased to
note that it will remain on display on Edwards
Air Force Base for future generations to visit.
Visitors will be able to trace the aircraft’s his-
tory through mission markings along the side
of the aircraft that document every research
flight it made.

Beginning on June 11, 1955, this aircraft
worked on some of the most significant
projects in our nation’s aerospace history, in-
cluding the X—15 hypersonic plane, which con-
tributed to the developments of the Mercury,
Gemini, Apollo and space shuttle programs.
Between 1959 and 1068, the B-52B was the
launch aircraft for many of the missions of the
X-15, or wingless lifting body aircraft, that
contributed to the space shuttle’s develop-
ment. Additionally, through this program, these
missions explored areas of high aerodynamic
heating rates, stability and control, human
physiological phenomena, and other problems
commonly experienced with hypersonic flights.

Several remotely piloted aircraft used the B—
52B for launching in the 1970s and 1980s.
During this time, NASA studied spin-stall, high
angle of attack, and maneuvering characteris-
tics. In addition, this was the launch aircraft to
develop and test the parachute recovery sys-
tem for the space shuttle’s solid rocket boost-
ers. The aircraft was also used in several tests
for the shuttle’s drag chute deployment sys-
tem, which was later installed on the shuttle
orbiters.

Most recently, the B-52B was the launch
aircraft for the X—43A hypersonic research
program. In March of this year, the X—43A
flew freely at a speed of Mach 7, carried by
the same pylon that carried the X-15. The
final flight of the X—43A on November 16 flew
a record-breaking speed of approximately
Mach 10, almost 10 times the speed of sound,
at an altitude of approximately 110,000 feet.
The X—43A missions provided research in the
area of ultra high-speed flights, such as in-
creasing the affordability, safety and flexibility
of such flights.

| commend the many men and women who
have worked on the B-52B 008 and its re-
search missions, and | thank them for pushing
the envelope in aerospace research.

A TRIBUTE TO HILMA SHANNON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Hilma Shannon, who through hard work and
determination has realized her dream to teach
in the United States, serving a vital role in the
education of our diverse community.

Hilma was born in the Republic of Panama
in the City of Colon to Enos Williams and Lil-
lian Francis. Her education in Panama con-
sisted of training in elementary education in
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both high school and college. She taught
school in Panama for 7 years. In 1971, Hilma
married and, now, has one daughter,
Gavianna. In 1974, she immigrated to the
United States and settled in Brooklyn. Her first
job was at the Ace of Suede Leather Cleaners
where she worked for 10 years.

Hilma’s command of the English language
needed a lot of work and with the assistance
of her daughter, she read and studied con-
stantly to improve her grammar, diction, and
general ability to communicate in English. In
1984, she applied for a job with the New York
Board of Education to fulfill her dream of
teaching again. She was assigned to work as
an educational assistant in 1985 at Walt Whit-
man |.S. 246. Her work included visits to the
homes of students who were chronic absen-
tees to encourage their consistent attendance.
She took advantage of the Board of Edu-
cation’s Career Ladder program to become a
teacher, graduating in 1989 from the College
of New Rochelle with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree majoring in Education and Psychology. In
addition, she completed a Masters in Guid-
ance and Counseling and an Advanced Certifi-
cate in Guidance and Counseling. Upon com-
pleting both degrees she received the pres-
tigious Lester Crow Award and was offered an
adjunct position in the Guidance Graduate
program.

In 1992, Hilma was assigned to Abraham
Lincoln High School as a Bilingual Spanish
Guidance Counselor and is there today. She
has worked with students from various cultural
and linguistic backgrounds. She coordinates
“La Herencia Hispana (Lincoln’s 1st Spanish
Club), the Young Scholars program, The
Choice Program, the Liberty Partnerships pro-
gram with Kingsborough Community College
just to name a few. At Lincoln High School,
she has also taught Art Appreciation in the
after-school program in addition to serving as
a full-time Guidance counselor. She partici-
pates in Lincoln’s Key Club-European Ex-
change program traveling with the club mem-
bers to ltaly, Austria, Czech Republic, and re-
cently to Denmark.

Lastly, Hilma is a Jehovah Witness and
dedicates time to helping others understand
the Bible. She is the proud grandmother of
grandson Kumar, and the mother-in-law of Je-
rome.

Mr. Speaker, Hilma Shannon serves as an
inspiration to us all through her accomplish-
ments and commitment to educating our chil-
dren. As such, she is more than worthy of re-
ceiving our recognition today, and | urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring this truly re-
markable person.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1350,
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1350, the Conference Report to
reauthorize the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act (IDEA).

| commend the House and Senate con-
ferees for putting the best interests of the stu-
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dents first in this reauthorization and reaching
a compromise between parents, teachers,
school administrators, and school districts.
This legislation has my support because it re-
sponds to the needs of special education
teachers and the children they serve.

My vote in favor of H.R. 1350 when it
passed the House originally was because of
the work our committee did on provisions im-
proving early identification and the goal for full
funding. Yet | did have strong reservations
about the sections pertaining to discipline and
the definition of highly qualified teachers. At
the time, | was assured that my concerns and
those of my colleagues would be addressed in
the Conference Committee. The conferees
were able to craft a compromise that will re-
ceive broad bipartisan support today in the
House.

When a child is identified as having a dis-
ability at an early age, their parents and teach-
ers are better able to address their needs and
ensure they are integrated into the regular
educational setting and curriculum. | have
worked hard to secure funding for newborn
hearing screening programs, which save
schools millions of dollars in special education
costs by ensuring early detection and interven-
tion of infants with hearing loss. Further efforts
to increase early identification, as H.R. 1350
will accomplish, will save our schools millions
more in special education costs.

| believe strongly that Congress must pro-
vide the funding promised nearly 30 years
ago, and | have introduced legislation that
would accomplish this goal. While this bill
today does not require mandatory full funding,
it is a step in the right direction in fulfilling the
commitment we made our states and local
school districts to provide 40 percent of the
cost of IDEA. We owe it to our students, their
families, and our communities, and | will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to make this promise a re-
ality.

Because of the efforts of my colleagues, as
well as families, teachers, and school adminis-
trators across the country, we are, today, able
to put the needs of students and families first.
| urge my colleagues to support this important
piece of bipartisan legislation that will move us
forward in our goal to provide an equal, quality
education for all students.

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARIE PRINGLE

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to pay tribute to Mrs. Marie
Pringle who is retiring as a senior budget ana-
lyst for the General Administration and Coordi-
nation Service in the Office of the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Budget at the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA). She began her ca-
reer with VA in July 1983. Mrs. Pringle has
served her entire VA career in the Depart-
ment’'s Office of Budget. During her tenure,
VA’s budget has grown from $25 billion to $73
billion with over 222,000 employees.

Mrs. Pringle’s career spans more than 30
years of federal service. She began her fed-
eral service in 1972 at the Department of the
Army, Office of the Assistant Secretary for In-
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telligence, Directorate of Foreign Intelligence,
Scientific and Technical Branch, as a clerk
typist GS—4. Next she served with the Depart-
ment of the Army’s Office of the Surgeon Gen-
eral, U.S. Army Medical Department Per-
sonnel Support Agency. In 1978, she accept-
ed a position in the Department of Energy, En-
ergy Information Administration, as a budget
analyst. In 1981, she accepted a position at
Steuart Petroleum Company in Washington,
DC. After 2 years as a motor fuels inventory
accountant, Mrs. Pringle returned to public
service with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Mrs. Pringle has received numerous awards
in recognition of her exceptional performance
throughout her federal service career. She is
a graduate of the Department’s prestigious
Leadership VA program, Class of 1992. She
also was a member of the American Associa-
tion of Budget and Program Analysts
(AABPA).

Mrs. Pringle received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Marketing from George Mason Uni-
versity. She is a native of Washington, DC,
and currently resides in West River, Maryland,
with her husband Darian. The Pringles have
been sponsor parents for midshipmen of the
United States Naval Academy and enjoy sail-
ing and cruising on their trawler, the Galileo.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Budget
Committee, as well as Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Benefits of the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, | can appreciate how challenging
it can be to deal with the federal budget.
When the committees review VA’s five-volume
budget submission each February, we see the
industrious work of Mrs. Pringle and her asso-
ciates on behalf of the Secretary. | commend
Mrs. Pringle for her more than 30 years of
dedicated public service to our nation and to
those who have worn the military uniform.

———

CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE TO
JOHN T. LEWINSKI

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding local official in
Michigan’s First Congressional District. John
T. Lewinski will be leaving the Gogebic County
Board of Commissioners in January after 18
years of service. His years of work on behalf
of his community represent the very best of
Northern Michigan.

Mr. Lewinski’s dedication to service should
not surprise us though. As a member of the
Greatest Generation, he joined the Navy dur-
ing World War Il, and served in the Pacific as
a Navy Seabee in Guam. Like so many of his
generation, John Lewinski returned home and
worked to improve the country he risked his
life to protect.

From 1966 to 1983, Mr. Lewinski was a for-
ester's aide with the Gogebic County Forestry
Department, working to preserve the Upper
Peninsula’s treasured forests. In January
1987, he joined the Gogebic County Board of
Commissioners for the first time.

Since then, John Lewinski has served as
chairman of the Gogebic County Board of
Commissioners, chairman of the Airport
Board, chairman of the Gogebic County Tran-
sit Board, chairman of the Community Mental
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