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$800 billion, which will bring the debt ceiling to
an astounding $8.2 trillion.

It concerns me that we need to raise the
debt limit because of irresponsible fiscal policy
such as giving tax cuts to the nation’s million-
aires while our country is fighting a war over-
seas and my home state of Wisconsin is hem-
orrhaging manufacturing jobs.

While | understand that it is sometimes inev-
itable that we must raise the debt limit, | be-
lieve that such a serious step should be taken
in conjunction with pay-as-you go rules. | be-
lieve our country must return to the days of
fiscal responsibility with a realistic, workable
plan to put America back on a path to fiscal
security. A first step towards that goal is to re-
store the pay-as-you-go requirements which
left budget surpluses in the 1990s and en-
abled us to begin paying down the debt.

We need to start making decisions that will
leave our children a better country to inherit.
As the father of two little boys, | did not come
to Congress to leave my sons a legacy of
debt, hurt economic growth, and make this
country more dependent on foreign nations,
who are currently the largest holders of our
debt. By 2014, American families will pay an
additional $9,400 in interest on the national
debt. That same year, the Social Security
Trust Fund will be completely depleted if this
Congress’ reckless fiscal policies continue un-
checked.

| am voting against such fiscal recklessness
because there is no plan to restore fiscal re-
sponsibility in the future as we rapidly ap-
proach the Baby Boom generation’s impend-
ing retirement. The American people deserve
no less than a government that applies the
same fiscal responsibility that any hard-work-
ing American family would in crafting a house-
hold budget. This Congress has failed to apply
such fiscal responsibility; therefore, | urge all
my colleagues to oppose this bill.

———

TRIBUTE TO GERALDINE SCOTT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 24, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Geraldine Scott for her dedication to our com-
munity and commitment to mentoring our
youth.

Born in Queens, raised in Brooklyn, Gerri
has dedicated her life to the service of others.
She was educated in the New York City public
school system and graduated from Hunter
College in 1991 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in economics. She is the grand-
daughter of Rudell Howell, the daughter of
Ethel Owens and the proud mother of Bernard
Isaiah Scott.

Professionally, Gerri has worked for the
Topps Company, Inc. for more than 15 years.
Initially employed as a Credit Coordinator, she
has received numerous promotions and, as of
2000, was promoted to the position of Office
Service Supervisor. As Office Service Super-
visor, Gerri manages a staff of employees and
oversees various functions and operations for
Topps, including building services manage-
ment. Her responsibilities also include Buyer
Coordinator, Telecommunication Analyst for all
Topps locations, and Communications Coordi-
nator for the U.S., Canadian and UK offices.
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Personally, she has been actively involved
in her community and the Berean Baptist
Church for over 25 years, serving her church
through membership on various ministries, in-
cluding but not limited to: the Junior Usher
Board, Youth Lay League, Young Adult Choir,
Young Adult Ministry, Sunday School, and
Bible Study. She served her community by
working with the elderly at the Kingsboro Sen-
ior Citizens home and tutored children as well
as adults in math and reading.

She joined the Girl Scouts at the age of 5
and eventually became a Scout Leader. Hav-
ing served as a leader for over 10 years, Gerri
enjoys her work in supervising girls of all
ages. She has served as Service Unit Man-
ager for the North Brook #3 area for 4 years,
during which time her scouting unit experi-
enced tremendous growth. She implemented
new programs and worked diligently with her
girls, affording her the opportunity to listen,
witness, and attend to their many needs. Gerri
also coordinated a summer job and volunteer
program for her Senior and Cadette Scouts to
provide them with a “real world” experience in
a work environment. One of Gerri's greatest
pleasures is a visit from one of her former Girl
Scouts. Gerri says, “When a Scout comes
back and shares their experiences and ac-
complishments with me, | feel as if | have
made a difference in their life.”

She works tirelessly and selflessly as a
mother, manager, and community leader. She
truly cares about her fellow man and con-
siders it an honor to be able to help shape
and mold her son into the man that God has
called him to be and for the opportunity to
positively affect the lives of the girls she works
with through the Girl Scouts. She lives her life
encouraged and empowered by her favorite
scripture, Philippians, 4:13, “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.”

Mr. Speaker, Geraldine Scott has been ac-
tively involved in strengthening our community
through her various volunteer efforts at her
church, a senior home and with the Girl
Scouts. As such, she is more than worthy of
receiving our recognition today and | urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring this truly re-
markable person.

————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF LEISURE WORLD-
LAGUNA WOODS

HON. CHRISTOPHER COX

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 24, 2004

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
memorate the 40th Anniversary of Leisure
World in Laguna Woods, California. It was on
September 10, 1964 that the first residents
moved into Leisure World, a private commu-
nity designed especially for active, retired sen-
iors. Within a mere 3 years, the community
had grown to a population of 10,000, making
it one of our country’s earliest and largest
agerestricted developments.

Today, Leisure World is home to nearly
18,000 residents who enjoy a variety of hous-
ing options and social services, an abundance
of recreational activities and organizations,
and an exceptionally warm and welcoming
community. Nestled in the rolling hills of South
Orange County, Leisure World existed as an
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unincorporated part of the county for more
than 3 decades. In 1999, the community made
history when its residents voted for city-hood
and the area officially became part of Laguna
Woods, America’s first and only age-restricted
city.

| had the pleasure of getting to know the
residents of Leisure World when | was first
running for Congress in 1988. And, for the
past 16 years, it has been a true honor to rep-
resent this unique and thriving community. In
my experience, Leisure World residents are
among the most politically aware and active of
my constituency. Local political clubs have in-
cluded me in hundreds of roundtable discus-
sions, candidate debates, and “Get-Out-The-
Vote” events. Leisure World TV has inter-
viewed me on numerous occasions for its
local cable show, and the community news-
letter has welcomed my columns.

Most importantly, individual residents are al-
ways willing to share their informed opinions
and suggestions on nearly any issue. Because
of their insight, | have authored laws to reduce
death taxes for seniors living in communities
such as Leisure World, and to ease federal
regulations that sought to outlaw age-re-
stricted communities. | truly value my relation-
ship with Leisure World, and | appreciate the
opportunity to carry legislation on behalf of this
community.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere honor to ask
the Congress of the United States of America
to join me in congratulating Leisure World-La-
guna Woods on the occasion of its 40th Anni-
versary.

———

RECOGNIZING THE BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA FOR PUBLIC SERVICES
PERFORMED ACROSS THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. JO ANN DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in strong support of H. Res.
853, which expresses the Sense of Congress
that the Department of Defense should con-
tinue to exercise its authority to support the
activities of the Boy Scouts of America.

| am appalled that the Department of De-
fense agreed to warn its military bases world-
wide not to sponsor Boy Scout Troops—just
because the ACLU is upset that they require
their members to swear an oath to God. |
wholeheartedly disagree with this decision,
and | think the Pentagon should reconsider
this short-sighted settlement.

Over the last 30 years, the Department of
Defense has been specifically authorized to
host Scouts on its installations and to provide
equipment, transportation, and other services
for both national and international events such
as the Boy Scout Jamboree. Furthermore,
United States Code Title 10, Sections 4682,
7541, and 9682 authorizes the Department of
Defense to sell and donate (in certain cases)
obsolete or excess material to the Boy Scouts
of America to support its activities.

In the First District of Virginia, the Boy Scout
Jamboree is hosted at Fort A.P. Hill every four
years. The success of this event is directly at-
tributable to the strong relationship that the
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Boy Scouts and the Department of Defense
have built over the years.

The Boy Scouts and the Department of De-
fense have enjoyed a unique relationship with
many former Scouts joining the ranks of our
nation’s military. The Pentagon'’s recent agree-
ment threatens this unique relationship of two
organizations dedicated to one important ob-
jective: service to God and country.

| would remind my colleagues that Boy
Scouts are not the only people who swear an
oath to God. The fact is that our own service
men and women take a similar oath before
God at the beginning of their service, and | will
not support any action or agreement which at-
tempts to endanger a partnership which clear-
ly benefits both organizations. | urge the Pen-
tagon to reconsider its decision and to con-
tinue to support the Boy Scouts of America.

———————

HONORING MARGARET HASSAN

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 24, 2004

Ms. McCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness and reflection that | rise today
to honor Mrs. Margaret Hassan—a friend of
the international community and a true human-
itarian.

Mrs. Hassan worked in humanitarian relief
in Baghdad for more than 25 years, the last
12 for CARE International as CARE Irag’s
country director. She was a British citizen from
an Irish family—but her husband Tahseen and
her friends would attest that she was an Iraqi
through-and-through. She loved the country,
the people and the challenge. While others
would leave, her hard work never wavered.
“I'm staying with my people,” she was quoted
as saying. “This is my home.”

| had the unique experience of talking with
Mrs. Hassan about the challenges and difficul-
ties facing the Iragi people. We spoke at
length about the people, the security and the
future. While she expressed concern about the
safety of the Iragi people, she maintained a
sense of optimism for the future of her adopt-
ed home. She was determined to continue her
work, and her personality, courage and com-
passion kept her spirits high, even in the dark-
est of hours.

In October, the Times of London described
her resiliency and courage in the face of the
utmost danger. They wrote, “Even at the
height of the air raids on Baghdad, she would
travel around government departments in the
city offering assistance to local officials who
had helped her in the past and lobbying them
to ensure that fresh water was available in the
main hospitals” (Times Newspapers, 10/20/
04). She was always working for the better-
ment of the Iraqi people, even when it threat-
ened her own personal safety.

In her death, the Iragi people have lost a
hero, and the world has lost a true friend. My
thoughts and prayers are with her husband,
her family, her friends and the Iraqi people.
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4818,
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 20, 2004

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | strongly oppose
H.R. 4818, the omnibus appropriations bill for
fiscal year 2005. This $388.4 billion catchall
federal spending bill represents the skewed
budget priorities under which the Republican
House Leadership has been operating. It puts
special interest priorities before the public trust
and severely underfunds critical programs.

H.R. 4818 is an exclamation point on a
year-long spending spree by Congress at the
expense of taxpayers and future generations.
Taxpayers are picking up the tab on gratuitous
government spending, while essential pro-
grams are shortchanged; the bill falls short of
its commitment to the No Child Left Behind
program by $9.4 billion, freezes the maximum
Pell Grant for the second year in a row, and
shortchanges funding for veterans’ benefits
and rural conservation initiatives.

Additionally, the credibility of the legislative
process was compromised, as appropriators of
the majority party defied procedural methods
to rework the bill exactly to their liking, not to
mention the liking of the White House. Appro-
priators handily struck backroom deals to
make the following changes: to exclude a
measure to allow the reimportation of prescrip-
tion drugs; to override a House-passed provi-
sion to protect overtime benefits to six million
employees; and to change bicameral rec-
ommendations on federal outsourcing and
travel and trade relations with Cuba.

Also, it concerns me that just last week we
had to raise the debt limit for the third time in
the past several years to an astounding $8.2
trillion. Moreover, it worries me that we had to
raise the debt limit because of irresponsible
fiscal policy such as giving tax cuts to the Na-
tion’s millionaires while our country is fighting
a war overseas and my home State of Wis-
consin is hemorrhaging manufacturing jobs.

The proponents of the fiscal year 2005 Om-
nibus have touted it as a package of real pro-
grams that benefit real people. This bill is an
insult to the principles of this democratic body,
and what | want to know is when the special
interest spending spree will cease and real
people will again be the priority.

We need to start making decisions that will
leave our children a better country to inherit.
As the father of two little boys, | did not come
to Congress to leave my sons a legacy of
debt, hurt economic growth, and make this
country more dependent on foreign nations,
who are currently the largest holders of our
debt. By 2014, American families will pay an
additional $9,400 in interest on the national
debt. That same vyear, the Social Security
Trust Fund will be completely depleted if this
Congress’s reckless fiscal policies continue
unchecked.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly oppose the fiscal
year 2005 omnibus bill. I cannot in good faith
support such fiscal recklessness because
there is no plan to restore fiscal responsibility
in the future as we rapidly approach the Baby
Boom generation’s impending retirement. The
American people deserve no less than a gov-
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ernment that applies the same fiscal responsi-

bility that any hard-working American family

would in crafting a household budget.
———

A TRIBUTE TO JOELLE BAILEY
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 24, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Joelle Bailey for her accomplishments in the
field of business and efforts to improve the
manners of all people in our community.

Joelle has over 20 years experience in ca-
tering, event planning and the restaurant busi-
ness. Little did she know that a position at Es-
sence Magazine would serve as the impetus
for her to enter the food and hospitality indus-
try. At a very young age, Joelle’s mom Marie
felt very strongly about manners and etiquette
and instilled those values in Joelle and her
sister Yves. Joelle has taken these values and
turned them into a lifetime mission not only for
herself but to assist and instruct others in
these areas.

Joelle has learned through some of the best
working positions at the Vista Hilton, Marriott
and Plaza Hotels and LSG Sky Chefs. She re-
ceived her formal training at the French Cul-
inary Institute and Sky Chefs. By 1994, she
opened Classic Catering which is a full service
event planning and catering business that
caught the attention of the New York Times,
Daily News, NY Post, 98.7 KISS FM and
WOR 710. In June 2004, Joelle was featured
in the Daily News' “Spotlight On Great Peo-
ple” by Clem Richardson. Publicity aside,
Joelle is pleased that her clients and guests
approve of her fabulous catering and cooking
skills. Currently, Joelle writes several columns,
sharing her knowledge on entertaining, eti-
quette and menu and recipe suggestions.
Some of Joelle’s most memorable clients have
included: The New York Urban League, Diana
Ross, Mt. Sinai Hospital, Russell Simmons,
Suzanne Taylor, The United Way, Bill Cosby,
Children’s Television Network, Jackie Robin-
son Foundation, New York Bar Association,
New York University, Columbia University and
many more.

Joelle shares her love for young people by
teaching courses in the art of etiquette, table
manners, sophistication, food, nutrition and
basic “101” cooking skills. She teaches these
classes for the community in different schools
and also in her home. Each event is spon-
sored with her own personal finances. Adults
are welcome as well. Additionally, her very
own etiquette/cookbook will be launched next
year and a food show is in the works.

On her son Issiah’s 3rd birthday March 27,
2004 Joelle launched a not-for-profit founda-
tion called Issiah W. Simms Foundation to
help children improve their etiquette and man-
ners. Eight years ago, Joelle realized that she
was not satisfied with the etiquette and man-
ners of today’'s children, teens and even
adults. For her, there was a major state of
emergency existing in society that needed to
be addressed. This concern led her to form
the Issiah W. Simms Foundation.

Joelle is fortunate to have wonderful and in-
sightful parents Hubert and Marie Valbrun,
mentors  (stepmother, Rosette Waynne),
teachers and friends who are supportive of her
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