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RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS W.
KREEGER FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Nicholas W. Kreeger of Kearney,
Missouri, a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, and in
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Nick has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
thirteen years Nick has been involved with
scouting, he has held numerous leadership
positions, serving as Den Chief, Patrol Leader,
and Senior Patrol Leader. Nick attended H.
Roe Bartle Camp for five years, becoming a
member of the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. He was
elected to the Order of the Arrow in 1997, Or-
deal in 1997, and Brotherhood in 1998.

For his Eagle Scout project, Nick rebuilt a
sidewalk at the daycare of the First Christian
Church in Kearney.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Nicholas W. Kreeger for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

CELEBRATING 35-YEAR CONGRES-
SIONAL CAREER OF THE HONOR-
ABLE PHILIP M. CRANE OF ILLI-
NOIS

SPEECH OF

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of my good friend and col-
league Representative PHIL CRANE of lllinois
on the occasion of his retirement from the
United States Congress.

PHIL is one of the most capable, honorable,
and well-educated Members to ever grace the
hallowed halls of the House of Representa-
tives. He is a man of great integrity and con-
servative values, serving the great state of llli-
nois for 35 years. His contributions and ac-
complishments are legend and will carry on for
generations to come.

He and his lovely wife, Arlene, are two of
the most patriotic Americans | have ever had
the opportunity to meet. | wish them the best
in their future endeavors and a long, healthy,
and happy retirement. PHIL will sorely be
missed. May God bless him and his family.

IN HONOR OF JIM WOLFE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to honor and pay
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tribute to Jim Wolfe upon his becoming Presi-
dent and CEO of the Delaware State Chamber
of Commerce. This past February, Jim left his
position of eleven years as the plant manager
at DaimlerChrysler's Newark Assembly Plant
to take the helm of the 2,800-member Dela-
ware State Chamber of Commerce.

Jim, a native of Michigan, joined the Chrys-
ler Corporation in 1964 as a Quality Control
Inspector at the Warren Truck Assembly Plant
in Michigan. Prior to taking a position at the
Newark Assembly Plant in Delaware, Jim had
held a variety of positions within the manufac-
turing operations of DaimlerChrysler, including
production manager at the Warren Truck As-
sembly Plant.

As the plant manager of the Newark Assem-
bly Plant, Jim orchestrated several changes to
the facility to make it compatible for the new
car models. Jim also oversaw the re-training
process of the plant’s thousands of workers to
give them the skills necessary to do their jobs
as effectively and efficiently as possible. Jim
capped off his career as plant manager for the
Delaware facility by overseeing the October
20083 launch of the new Dodge Durango.

Jim Wolfe is certainly no stranger to the
Delaware Chamber of Commerce. In 2002
and 2003, he served as the chairman of the
State Chamber’s Board of Directors, and has
been a long-time member of this board. In ad-
dition, Jim has served as the Chairman of the
Delaware Manufacturing Association.

Jim has also been very active in the com-
munity through the years. He is a board mem-
ber and past chairman of the United Way of
Delaware, as well as a board member and
member of the Education Committee of the
Delaware Business Roundtable. In 2003, he
had the honor of being awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Quality Award by the State of
Delaware.

Jim Wolfe is truly a well-respected individual
within the business community. His experience
in, and knowledge of, the business world will
certainly be an asset to the people of Dela-
ware as he continues his work as the Presi-
dent and CEO of the Delaware Chamber of
Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank Jim for
his hard work and dedication to the Delaware
community. | wish him all the best as he
works to benefit the citizens of Delaware
through his position as President and CEO of
the Delaware Chamber of Commerce.

HONORING ADRIAN ROGERS
HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the service and commitment of
a beloved Tennessean.

Dr. Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Bap-
tist Church of Memphis, Tennessee, will be re-
tiring in the spring of 2005. Under his leader-
ship since 1972, Bellevue has grown from
8,000 members to almost 30,000 members.

Through his Love Worth Finding ministry,
Dr. Rogers is able to reach listeners around
the world everyday. Through television and
radio, Dr. Rogers’ message is seen on over
14,000 screens and heard on 1,100 radios in
the United States and in 150 countries across
the globe.
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Pastor Rogers has been called three times
to lead the Southern Baptist Convention,
which is the world’s largest Protestant denomi-
nation with over 14 million members. He is the
only man to have served three terms in that
capacity under the present bylaws.

Dr. Rogers is an accomplished author and
is considered one of America’s most re-
spected Bible teachers. Throughout his career
he has been praised for his work. The Rev-
erend Bill Graham has this to say about Dr.
Rogers:

“We need for ministers of the Gospel to de-
fend the Bible as the infallible Word of
God . . . | believe in my heart that Adrian
Rogers is such a man. | know God’s hand is
upon Adrian Rogers as he proclaims the
Bread of Life from his church and through
radio and television.”

Though, perhaps of all the titles that have
accompanied Dr. Rogers: doctor, pastor,
teacher, pioneer, and author, the most cherish
is husband, father, and grandfather.

It is with great appreciation that | rise to
honor Dr. Adrian Rogers for his ministry and
service to our community, to Tennessee, and
to the nation.

RECOGNIZING BENJAMIN KREEGER
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Benjamin Kreeger of Kearney,
Missouri, a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, and in
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Ben has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
ten years Ben has been involved with scout-
ing, he has held numerous leadership posi-
tions, serving as Den Chief, Patrol Leader,
Senior Patrol Leader, and Junior Assistant
Scoutmaster. Ben attended H. Roe Bartle
Camp for four years, becoming a member of
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. He was elected to the
Order of the Arrow in 2000, Ordeal in 2000,
and Brotherhood in 2001.

For his Eagle Scout project, Ben painted all
of Kearney’s fire hydrants north of Highway
92; he painted the 69 hydrants fire safety yel-
low.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Benjamin Kreeger for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

THANKING BERNICE BROSIOUS
FOR HER SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of
her retirement in December 2004, we rise to
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thank Ms. Bernice Brosious for 25 years of
outstanding service to the United States gov-
ernment, most recently here in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Bernice began her career in government in
1979 at the General Services Administration.
She followed that with service at the Defense
Investigative Service, the Department of Agri-
culture, and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, honing her financial skills throughout this
time. Bernice brought her expertise to the
House in 1998 as Director of Accounting for
the Chief Administrative Officer, and in 2001
became the Associate Administrator for Fi-
nance. Her passionate customer service, orga-
nizational knowledge and resourcefulness and
her leadership on numerous initiatives have
benefited countless Members and staff over
the years.

Among her many other achievements, Ber-
nice was instrumental in obtaining the House’s
first clean audit opinion for calendar year 1998
and for maintaining this clean opinion every
year since. Over the past seven years Bernice
has also been instrumental in moving the
House from an ancient paper ledger account-
ing system to the imminent introduction of a
21st century state-of-the-art financial manage-
ment system.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Bernice for her
many years of dedication and outstanding
contributions to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. We wish Bernice many wonderful years
in fulfilling her retirement dreams.

————

IN HONOR OF THE COMMUNITY
ASSESSMENT PROJECT

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Community Assessment Project for
working with United Way over the last 10
years and improving the quality of life for
Santa Cruz County residents.

The Community Assessment Project brings
together a wide range of public and private
health, education, human service and civic or-
ganizations to design and implement a com-
prehensive 10-year plan for communities im-
provement. Some of the members of the
Steering Committee who have worked excep-
tionally hard over this past decade are Carol
Adams, from Dominican Hospital, and Susan
Brutschy of Applied Survey Research. Addi-
tionally, much of this project’s success has
been due to the generous support of the finan-
cial sponsors, especially the County of Santa
Cruz, the single largest patron.

In the last 10 years, the Community Assess-
ment Project has made significant progress to-
ward reaching their goal of improving the over-
all quality of life in Santa Cruz County. It has
conducted an annual survey to get residents’
perceptions of the issues, and has begun ad-
dressing concerns related to health care, pri-
mary education, and drug and alcohol use
among youth. By quantifying the needs of the
community, it is now easier to bring in millions
of new dollars in grant funding.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to congratu-
late the Community Assessment Project on
the tremendous work it has done over this
past decade.
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TIMES-STANDARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2004

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of the 150th anniver-
sary of the Times-Standard, a newspaper that
has dependably served the Humboldt County,
California area since 1854. The only regional
daily newspaper, the Times-Standard is a reli-
able source of national, State and local news
for thousands of citizens of the North Coast of
California.

First published in September, 1854, the
Humboldt Times was the sole source of news
and information for early residents of the com-
munity. In April, 1875, the Humboldt Standard
began publication, joining the Humboldt Times
in promoting the interests of the area. From
the beginning, important stories appeared. In
1854, the first railroad in the area was incor-
porated; a steamer from San Francisco sank
with substantial loss of lives in 1860; a month
later a tragic massacre of members of the
Wiyot Tribe; and in 1917 the heavy cruiser
USS Milwaukee, trying to rescue a stranded
submarine in thick fog, was beached near Eu-
reka—a story that made international head-
lines.

Headquartered in Eureka, California, on
June 1, 1967 the two newspapers combined
to become the Times-Standard and provided
improved access to information, community
leadership, advertising and entertainment to
local residents.

The Times-Standard is an invaluable re-
source for historians and educators. In the
early days of European settlement, people
came to northern California from Sweden,
Italy, Portugal, Germany, Switzerland and the
British Isles to farm, harvest timber and fish
the Pacific Ocean. Workers came from Asia to
take part in building and mining, giving a di-
verse population a role in the growth of the
Nation. The newspapers chronicled the impact
of this settlement on the native peoples of the
area, including the Hupa, Yurok, Tolowa,
Karuk, and Wiyot among others.

Under a single owner from 1941 to 1967,
the newspaper was acquired by the Brush-
Moore Group and was purchased later that
year by Thomson Newspapers. In 1996, the
Times-Standard became a member of
MediaNews Corporation.

The newspaper has been a community
champion for major issues facing the region
and a leading forum for discussion and de-
bate. It plays a significant role in the progress
of the region. The Times-Standard remains
committed to the improvement of the commu-
nity it serves and is an indispensable source
of accurate and comprehensive news to the
citizens of our State.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize one of California’s finest
newspapers, the Times-Standard of Eureka,
on the occasion of its 150th anniversary.

November 18, 2004

VETERANS HEALTH PROGRAMS
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
strong support of three important initiatives to
improve the quality of services for our Nation’s
veterans—S. 2484; S. 2486 and H.R. 3936.
Each of these measures improves crucial
service provided by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for our brave men and women
who served.

The VA is charged with carrying out Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’s vision of America’s
veterans: “To care for him who shall have
borne the battle and for his widow and his or-
phan.” It is important that Congress follow in
this tradition by providing the necessary sup-
port to the VA as the needs of our Nation’s
veterans continues to change. | urge my col-
leagues to provide that support by supporting
these three bills.

The Department of Veterans Affairs Health
Care Personnel Enhancement Act, S. 2484,
will help retain and develop the quality profes-
sional staff needed to provide first-rate care to
our veterans. It provides merit pay and other
incentives to properly compensate the dedi-
cated health care workers who care for our
heroes.

The Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act,
S. 2486, enhances the educational and hous-
ing opportunities available to our veterans. It
expands the maximum contributions veterans
can make for educational assistance under the
Montgomery Gl Bill and increases the max-
imum allowable home loan guarantees for
which veterans are eligible. This bill recog-
nizes the vital role these programs have
played in both repaying the sacrifices made by
our veterans and in fueling the economic de-
velopment through improved education and
housing for veterans in our workforce.

The Veterans Health Programs Improve-
ment Act, H.R. 3936, authorizes the VA to
construct an improved headquarters outside
the Pentagon in order to better serve veterans
and their families, and it provides assistance
for homeless veterans.

As we enact these important measures, |
am hopeful that the House leadership will
soon consider the Discharged Combat Vet-
erans Medical Care Extension Act, H.R. 4438.
| introduced this bill to extend eligibility to vet-
erans who served in recent hostilities for hos-
pital care, medical services, and nursing home
care for any illness. This bill would be particu-
larly helpful to veterans with symptoms similar
to those resulting from exposure to Agent Or-
ange and Gulf War Syndrome who are com-
pelled to prove within two years of discharge
that their injuries are directly combat-related or
would otherwise lose these benefits.

Mr. Speaker, the United States has a long
and proud history of caring for our veterans.
These bills follow that tradition in helping en-
sure that the Department of Veterans Affairs
continues to meet our responsibilities to Amer-
ica’s heroes. | urge my colleagues to support
each of them and thank our veterans for their
service and continued dedication to our Na-
tion.
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