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and Higher Education Planning Committees. 
After serving ten years in the State House, 
Norma continued her service to Colorado 
when she was elected to the Colorado State 
Senate in 1998. As a State Senator, Norma 
currently leads her party as the Senate Major-
ity Leader. She serves on the Finance and 
Legislative Audit Committees and is the former 
chair of the Business Affairs and Labor Com-
mittee. Norma’s major accomplishments in-
clude such important laws as the School Fi-
nance Act of 1994, the Third Grade Literacy 
Act and the creation of the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

Norma is a dedicated legislator whose lead-
ership has been awarded with the honor of 
being the first woman to hold the position of 
Majority Leader in both the state House and 
state Senate. Over the course of her tenure 
she has been the recipient of more than sixty- 
five recognitions and awards including the 
Denver Women’s Commission, the Colorado 
Women’s Chamber Senator of the Year, and 
the Colorado School of Mines Medal. In addi-
tion to her service to the General Assembly, 
Norma is also a member of the Great Out-
doors Colorado Board, the Governor’s Blue 
Ribbon Panel on Higher Education, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society and several other com-
munity organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Norma Ander-
son has ceaselessly dedicated her time and 
efforts to serving her country and the people 
of Colorado as a Colorado State Senator. I am 
honored to bring her hard work and commit-
ment to the attention of this body of Congress 
and this nation today. Thank you for all your 
service Norma and I wish you all the best in 
your future endeavors. 

f 

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC 
EDUCATION AND IN RECOGNI-
TION OF THE MARYLAND COALI-
TION FOR CIVIC EDUCATION 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
major goals of our education system is to 
produce knowledgeable and informed citizens. 
We accomplish this, in part, through effective 
civic education programs in our schools—like 
the innovative We The People program spon-
sored by the Center for Civic Education. 

The first annual Congressional Conference 
on Civic Education was held in September 
2003. The event was sponsored by the Alli-
ance for Representative Democracy and co- 
hosted by our four distinguished congressional 
leaders: Senator FRIST, Senator DASCHLE, 
Speaker HASTERT and Leader PELOSI. One of 
the very positive outcomes of the congres-
sional conference was the establishment of 
state delegations that returned home with the 
mission to enact specific policies designed to 
restore the civic mission of our schools and 
make available programs like We the People 
in each of our fifty states. 

In that regard, I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize Dr. Marcie Taylor-Thoma, 
the facilitator of the Maryland delegation, for 
her leadership in designing an action plan to 
improve civic education in our state. As a re-
sult of her efforts, the Maryland Coalition for 

Civic Education, representing over 40 commu-
nity leaders and organizations, has been 
formed; a tool kit of best practices in civic edu-
cation has been developed; and Maryland’s 
teachers will soon have access to further pro-
fessional development in the area of civic edu-
cation. 

Moreover, I’m proud to note that these excit-
ing developments come on top of Maryland’s 
substantial existing commitments in the area 
of civic education—including our Student Serv-
ice Learning requirement, our mandatory Gov-
ernment Civics course and our nearly finished 
state curriculum, which will include the teach-
ing of civics and government from pre-K 
through high school. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate Dr. Tay-
lor-Thoma and the rest of her colleagues 
again for all of their hard work, and I look for-
ward to the success of the Maryland Coalition 
for Civic Education as they participate in the 
second annual Congressional Conference on 
Civic Education on December 4–6 of this year. 
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TRIBUTE TO ARMY PV2 JUSTIN 
RAY YOEMANS, A MODEL OF 
VALOR IN SERVICE TO HIS 
COUNTRY 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Army PV2 Justin Ray Yoemans of 
Eufaula, Alabama, who lost his life November 
6 while defending our nation. 

Private Yoemans was manning his gun po-
sition when his Humvee encountered a road-
side bomb during a street patrol of Baghdad, 
Iraq. According to military accounts, Private 
Yoemans gave his life to protect his fellow sol-
diers. His was posthumously awarded a total 
of five military medals, including the Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart. 

Private Yoemans, who was assigned to the 
Fourth Battalion, Fifth Air Defense Artillery at 
Fort Hood, Texas, gave the ultimate sacrifice 
to his country at the age of 20. His family and 
friends describe him as a loving son and a pa-
triot who was proud to serve in the military. 

I cannot express the proper words to con-
sole his family at the loss of their beloved son. 
However, I do wish to convey that America 
shares in your grief as we struggle together to 
protect our homeland from terrorism. 

Private Yoemans loved life and was de-
scribed by his younger sister as ‘‘a little boy 
inside a great man.’’ America is fortunate to 
have such ‘‘great men’’ standing up for the 
cause of freedom. His valor and his sacrifice 
will never be forgotten. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MR. STEVE F. 
AIKEN 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. McINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to extend my warmest thanks and my most 
sincere best wishes to Mr. Steve F. Aiken who 
is retiring after 35 years of faithful service to 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington 
District. 

Currently serving as Chief of the Programs 
Management Branch, Steve has had a distin-
guished career with the Corps of Engineers. A 
recipient of the Sustained Superior Perform-
ance Award and the Exceptional Performance 
Award several times, Steve has also received 
the District Humanitarian Award, the South At-
lantic Division Program Management Chief of 
the Year award, and the Commander’s Award 
for Civilian Service. Clearly, his record has 
been one of stellar performance and superb 
leadership. In addition, both my staff in Wash-
ington and in the Wilmington area have im-
mensely enjoyed working with Steve and ben-
efiting from his professional advice on some 
many key projects in our area. Each of them 
joins me in thanking you for being so acces-
sible and informed. As the father of an Eagle 
Scout, I am also very grateful for his dedica-
tion and service to the Boy Scouts of America. 

When I think of Steve’s commitment to the 
public good, the words ‘‘spirit, sacrifice, and 
service’’ come to mind. Steve’s positive spirit 
has always been to do the task at hand—a 
spirit that inspires others to achieve. Steve’s 
sacrifice in time and commitment has been to 
make southeastern North Carolina a better 
place to live and work—a sacrifice that meant 
doing the right thing and not being concerned 
with who gets the credit. 

Pearl S. Buck once said, ‘‘To serve is beau-
tiful, but only if it is done with joy and a whole 
heart and free mind.’’ There is no question 
that his years of service have been the epit-
ome of this statement. Service to others has 
been the embodiment of his life—service that 
sets a path for others to follow and that we all 
should emulate. 

As he enters this next stage of life, I am 
confident that his talents and energy will con-
tinue to be of benefit to many. Through his 
commitment to family and community, a shin-
ing gem he will continue to be. 

Bart Giamatti, the former president of Yale 
University, said it well in 1987, ‘‘Be mindful of 
what we share and must share; not the least 
of which is that each of our hopes for a full 
and decent life depends upon others hoping 
the same and all of us sustaining each other’s 
hopes . . . If there is no striving for the good 
life for any of us, there cannot be a good life 
for any of us.’’ 

On behalf of the citizens of the Seventh 
Congressional District of North Carolina, 
thanks to Steve so much for the good life he 
has given to so many. Now, may he enjoy the 
same, and may God’s strength, peace and joy 
be with him always. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF GREECE’S 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN 
HOSTING THE 2004 SUMMER 
OLYMPICS 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Greece for its outstanding perform-
ance as host of the 2004 Olympic Games. As 
Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus on Hel-
lenic Issues and as the House Member privi-
leged to represent Astoria, Queens, one of the 
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largest and most vibrant communities of Hel-
lenic Americans anywhere in this country, I 
join with all of my Caucus colleagues and fel-
low residents of New York’s 14th Congres-
sional District in saluting the people of Greece. 
On October 29, 2004, the Hellenic community, 
together with many friends, convened in 
Astoria’s Athens Square Park to recognize this 
outstanding accomplishment. 

While it has been nearly three months since 
the Olympic flame was extinguished in Athens, 
the memory of how wonderful the 2004 Sum-
mer Games really were remains with us. The 
Athens Games attracted the largest American 
audience ever for an Olympic competition held 
outside the United States. The impact will be 
felt worldwide for generations to come. To me 
it was always clear that Greece would be an 
excellent host for the 2004 Olympic Games. 
Greek hospitality and warmth is renowned 
throughout the world. Thus, it is no surprise to 
report that the Greek people proved the 
naysayers wrong by hosting an impeccably or-
ganized and safe Olympic Games, an extraor-
dinary world event in which the athletes took 
center stage. 

For three weeks in August, the people of 
Greece welcomed the world to participate in a 
competition that allowed countries to set aside 
their political differences for a brief time and to 
come together in the spirit of peace and 
sportsmanship. Wanting to help make the 
2004 Olympics a great event for visitors many 
volunteers, including those from New York 
City such as Andreas C George, Katherine 
George, Vlasis Anastasiou, Julia Anastasiou, 
Helen Skarla, Katerina Papaioannou, Joanna 
Savaides, Irene Aindili Kalliroe Argenas, 
Yeannis Kaltsas, Spilios Gianakopoulos, Eliza-
beth Bogiatzi, Marika Gianakopoulos, Argyris 
Ignatiades, Stephanos Pavlides, Ieanni 
Michaelides, Theodora Ziongas, George 
Costacos and Zacharoula Karyammi, gave 
generously of their time and energy. While 
they were there, the volunteers were able to 
see Greece’s beautiful historic and natural 
treasures, ensuring that they would remember 
forever their experience in Greece. 

On October 29th, the members of Hellenic 
cultural and civic organizations, Greek Ortho-
dox churches, constituents and friends joined 
together to pay tribute to Greece for its ex-
traordinary showing in the Olympics. The or-
ganizations represented included the Federa-
tion of Hellenic Societies and its members: 
Grinion Benevolent Society; Daughters of 
Roumeli Society of New York, Inc., Society of 
Diplatanos, Saint Marina, Inc., Nafpactian 
Brotherhood of New York, Galaxidi Brother-
hood Eanthe, Thermopyles Phiotidos, the 
Laconian Brotherhood ‘‘Mani’’ Inc., Calavrytan 
Fraternity, Geros Tou Morea, Inc, Society 
Vryseon Anavretis, Pankerkyraikos Associa-
tion, Kephalos, Society of America, Ithacan 
Society, ‘‘Odesseus’’ Ithacan Society, 
‘‘Odesseus’’ Aesculapian Thessalian Brother-
hood, Inc., Society of Epirotes, Pyrrhus Be-
nevolent Society, Inc., Society of Epirotes La-
dies Auxiliary, Souliotissaithessalonikian Soci-
ety Society of Kastorians, Pontion Society of 
Kastoria, Inc., Panthracian Union of America, 
‘‘Orpheus’’ St. John Theologos Society, Pan- 
icarian Brotherhood, Mytilenian Society of 
America, Pan-lemnian Philanthropic Associa-
tion ‘‘Hephaestos’’ Inc., Gnomagoras Nisyrian 
Society Inc., Zoodohos Pighe of Andros Soci-
ety, Cretans Association, ‘‘Omonoia’’ Cretan 
Women’s Association, ‘‘Pasiphae’’ Syllogos 

Kreton ‘‘Minos’’ Pancyprian Association, Inc., 
Greek Cultural Center Inc., Northern Chios 
Society of ‘‘Pelineon’’, United Pireotes of 
America, Aetoloakarnanian Mutual Society, 
Mutual Aid Society, Aigioton Vostitsa 
Epidavrou Limiras Association, Inc., Pan- 
eliakos Society of New York, Kalamata Soci-
ety, Ltd., Aristotelis Society of 
Halkidikipansamian Brotherhood ‘‘Pythagoras’’ 
of New York, ‘‘Labrys’’ Cretan Youth Organi-
zation of New York, Pontian Society 
‘‘Komninoi’’, NY Greek American Folklore So-
ciety, Inc., Greek American Folklore Society, 
Inc., El Greco Society of Visual Arts, Inc., ‘‘St. 
Demetrios’’ Naupaktias Brotherhood of Amer-
ica, Greek American Homeowners Ass., Soci-
ety Agiogalousion Amerikis, Greek-American 
Labor Council, Greek Society Elatousion of 
‘‘St. Stefanos’’, Syllogos Noumou Magnisias 
‘‘Argonaytes’’, Benevolent Association of 
Calamatahellenic Veterans Society of Greater 
New York, Inc., Panhellenic Organization 
‘‘Martyrs of Kavo Melanios’’ Othoni Society of 
USA, Inc., Association of Logastra, Inc., Hel-
lenic Organization of University Graduates of 
America, Philoptohos Adelfotis Arahoviton 
Nafpaktias Olympiakos Fan Club of NY, USA 
Greek and American Retirement Club, 
Pankritiki Enosis Athlitismou, Inc., Pan- 
Grecorian A.E.K. Fan Soccer Club of USA, 
Inc., Greek-American Mothers Association of 
USA, Omilos Metanaston Karitsis Messinian 
Benevolent Association, Hellenic American 
Educators Association, Gnomogoras Nisyrian 
Society, Inc., Benevolent Society of 
Athanasios Diakos ‘‘Apostole’’, Association 
Magoulioton of Spartasyllogos Patrinon Kostis 
Palamas and other prominent organizations, 
including PSEKA, Athens Square Park Inc., 
American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association, St. Paul Soc., Pan Dodecanese 
Society of America, Krikos; Eastern Orthodox 
Lawyers, Pan Macedonian Cultural Center; the 
Modern Greek Studies Center; the Hellenic 
American Medical Society; Euro-American 
Women’s Council and the Pan Erikoussa Soci-
ety of America, as well as our friends in the 
Greek press: National Herald, Hellenic Har-
monies, Hellas News, National Greek TV, Hel-
lenic Times, Estiator & Greek American Re-
view, Antena, Aktina, Eseis Magazine, Maria 
Papadatos Show; Orthodox Observer, Hellas 
FM, and Mike Zapitis Hour. 

The millions of Americans who watched the 
Games achieved a better understanding of the 
Greek people, their warmth, generosity and 
graciousness. These Olympics helped solidify 
the reputation of Greece and the Hellenic peo-
ple for abundant hospitality, or ‘‘filoxenia’’. 
Greece has earned our gratitude and sincerest 
congratulations. ‘‘Axie!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to rise to 
pay tribute to Greece for giving the world a 
spectacular 2004 Summer Olympics. 
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IN HONOR OF FOREST HILL 
MANOR 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Forest Hill Manor on its fiftieth anni-
versary of serving our community’s seniors. 
This historic building was once the illustrious 

Forest Hill Hotel, and is still known today for 
the fine service it offers its guests. 

In 1954 the hotel was acquired by the Cali-
fornia-Nevada Methodist Homes for the pur-
pose of providing a retirement residence in 
picturesque Pacific Grove. Throughout the 
years the Manor has continued to undergo im-
provements, designed to maintain the high 
quality of life residents have come to expect 
from this institution. 

Currently the Manor is beginning work on 
the latest expansion project, responding to the 
growing needs of the community. There will be 
an additional thirty-two independent living 
apartments, and six more assisted living apart-
ments. The Manor is also adding a skilled 
nursing facility on the property, with twenty-six 
beds, so residents will not have to receive 
care offsite. These new developments will ex-
pand the Manor’s ability to work for the elderly 
community in the Monterey Bay. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate the For-
est Hill Manor on the outstanding service it 
has provided our community for the last fifty 
years. The Manor is a model retirement home, 
offering a pleasant living experience for 693 
residents since 1954. I extend my congratula-
tions to Forest Hill Manor and wish it many 
more successful years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SHERIFF MARK 
TRACY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mark Tracy who is retiring after ten 
years as the Santa Cruz County Sheriff. Mr. 
Tracy’s lifelong dedication to the Santa Cruz 
community consists of over 32 years as a po-
lice officer, as well as numerous volunteer and 
leadership positions within local organizations. 
Beginning his career as a Deputy Sheriff with 
Santa Cruz County, Mark rose through the 
ranks to become a Sergeant and a Lieutenant. 
He was elected Sheriff-Coroner of Santa Cruz 
County in 1994. 

During his years with the Sheriff’s Office, 
Mark has worked in and represented nearly 
every bureau and capacity in the department 
and has received numerous awards and com-
mendations. Notably, he has acted as Coordi-
nator of the Search and Rescue Team, was a 
founding member of the Hostage Negotiating 
Team, and has served as Chairman for both 
the Santa Cruz County Criminal Justice Coun-
cil and the Santa Cruz County Commission on 
Domestic Violence. By establishing the Do-
mestic Violence Unit and working with advo-
cacy groups throughout the county, he has 
promoted better services to victims of domes-
tic abuse. Additionally, Sheriff Tracy estab-
lished the High Tech Crime Unit to address 
the growing problem of identity theft and com-
puter crimes. 

In his career as Sheriff, Mark has also es-
tablished unprecedented levels of trust and 
cooperation with the community, including 
women’s groups, lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender communities, as well as medical 
marijuana organizations. He has overseen the 
opening of new service centers throughout 
Santa Cruz County and has placed school re-
source officers at high schools and junior high 
schools throughout the region. 
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