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right and economically sensible. Healthy work-
ers are productive workers. And healthy fami-
lies make for a stronger America. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
MR. GLENN AND MRS. LYDIA 
HUNDERTMARK IN CELEBRATION 
OF THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY: NOVEMBER 6, 2004 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Glenn and Lydia 
Hundertmark, as they celebrate 50 years of 
devotion to each other, to their family and to 
their extended family and many close friends. 
This unbreakable union represents a deep and 
abiding love, not only for each other, but also 
for their children, grandchildren and for their 
community. 

Glenn Hundertmark and Lydia Nikishin met 
in the early 1950s while working at the Pick- 
n-Pay grocery store at Fulton and Memphis. 
Glenn left to serve our country during the Ko-
rean War in the United States Navy as an 
Aviation Mechanic. When Glenn returned 
home, he and Lydia dated, fell in love and be-
came engaged in 1954. On November 6, 1954 
they were married at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church by Reverend Herbert Blickensderfer. 

Glenn worked for Cleveland Twist Drill Co. 
and American Steel and Wire until he became 
a fireman for the city of Cleveland in 1961. He 
worked in various fire stations over the years 
as a Lieutenant, then as Captain, until retiring 
in 1984. Lydia worked at Associates Finance 
Co. before they started their family in 1955. 
Being a full-time mom to Lynn, Ruth, Paul and 
Kathryn quickly became the main focus and 
joy of Lydia’s life. 

Together, Glenn and Lydia created memo-
rable holiday celebrations. Every Christmas 
morning, their children would wake up to a 
beautiful tree and gifts that they built. Lydia 
would sew Halloween costumes, and Glenn 
made carving a pumpkin an art form. Birth-
days were special days with favorite meals 
being served and grandparents, aunts and un-
cles joining the party. Their young family 
played board games, went on picnics and 
hikes and went for boat rides on the ‘‘Busy 
Liz.’’ Glenn and Lee took their family on a va-
riety of vacations each year from camping and 
fishing trips, to the trip of a lifetime traveling 
out west for a month in 1973. The beloved 
Rustic Rest in Vermilion holds cherished 
memories that began with Glenn’s childhood 
and has continued throughout his grand-
children’s lives. 

Glenn and Lydia taught their children the 
value of tradition by sharing stories and keep-
sakes of their ancestors—giving them a clear 
understanding and appreciation of their Ger-
man, Russian and Ukrainian heritage. The 
family baptismal gown was sewn in 1911 by 
Glenn’s grandmother Ida Christianer, and has 
been worn by every newborn baby since. The 
Santa Claus suit that was made by Gordon 
and Ruth Hundertmark in 1960 thrilled their 
children and grandchildren when Santa Claus 
visited them every Christmas. On Easter, you 
will still hear Mildred and George Nikishin’s 
blessing: ‘‘Christos Voskres; Voyistino 

Voskres,’’ being spoken, while Millie’s tradition 
of homemade Paska bread is shared by all. 

As much as Glenn and Lydia love their fam-
ily, they also love their friends. Glenn’s fellow 
firemen and their families, and the families of 
the Orchard Avenue neighborhood, became 
like second families to the Hundertmark’s. 
There was always a neighborhood picnic or 
party planned, ending with everyone being 
thrown in their neighbor’s pool. They had Hal-
loween parties, Christmas parties, and 35 
Dance Club parties. They vacationed together 
in large groups, taking the party on the road. 
Lifelong friendships were formed. 

Throughout their lives, Glenn and Lydia 
have volunteered their time and talents within 
their community. Their dedication to helping 
others is evidenced at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, homeless shelters and in causes in-
cluding Cerebral Palsy and Habitat for Human-
ity. In their spare time, they could always be 
found at their grandchildren’s sporting events, 
choir concerts and award nights. 

Their great joy for life radiates throughout 
every aspect of their lives. Glenn and Lee are 
fabulous dancers, they are animal lovers, they 
have traveled all over the world—they are 
can-do people who have always been there 
for everyone. Lydia has nursed her adult chil-
dren back to health, proving you will always 
need your mother. She is famous for her ex-
ceptional potato salad—and a picnic wouldn’t 
be a picnic without it! Glenn has an unbeliev-
able memory and tells wonderful, colorful sto-
ries. They have an extensive collection of 
slides capturing their life’s story. 

Glenn and Lydia were faithful children to 
their parents—George, Mildred, Gordon and 
Ruth—who are no longer with us, but are here 
today in spirit. They are parents, grand-
parents, a brother, a sister, a mother and fa-
ther-in-law, a brother and sister in-law, an aunt 
and uncle, cousins, a friend—and together, 
they are surely one. Their legacy will be one 
of dedication to their family, to their church, to 
their community, and their devoted faithful 
service to the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Glenn and Lydia 
Hundertmark, as we join them in celebration of 
this momentous occasion—their 50th wedding 
anniversary. Glenn and Lydia Hundertmark 
continue to inspire us to understand our past, 
to follow our dreams, to give back to our com-
munity, and to hold family closest to our 
hearts. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIBERTY SAFE 
SCHOOL TASK FORCE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize the Liberty Safe School Task 
Force. The Liberty Safe School Task Force is 
a group of about 35 dedicated citizens, who 
work closely with the United States Attorney’s 
Office, the Kansas City office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Liberty Police De-
partment, the Missouri State Patrol, and Lib-
erty Hospital to increase public awareness of 
the important issues facing our children today. 
One example of a successful past initiative or-
ganized by the Task Force was the ‘‘Buckle 

Up’’ campaign, which encouraged safety belt 
use. Without the Task Force, ‘‘Buckle Up’’ and 
countless other lasting and effective child 
safety oriented community initiatives would 
have been impossible. 

The success of the Liberty Safe School 
Task Force has been so dramatic, that the 
program is now being used as a model for 
other schools. I am confident that thanks to 
the Safe School Task Force, Liberty’s children 
will be better prepared to address difficult and 
complex issues as the future leaders of our 
communities, state, and nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
congratulating the Liberty Safe School Task 
Force. This group of fine citizens has dem-
onstrated a truly outstanding commitment to 
the safety of Liberty’s children, and I am proud 
to call them constituents of Missouri’s Sixth 
District. 
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A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
JEWELL DUVALL 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
Whereas, Jewell Duvall has provided out-

standing service and contributions to the 
House community during her tenure in the of-
fice of the Chief Administrative Officer; and 

Whereas, Jewell Duvall provided support to 
not only the CAO, but also to Leadership, the 
Committee on House Administration, other 
House officers, Member and Committee of-
fices, and the general public; and 

Whereas, Jewell Duvall has worked dili-
gently during her time in Washington, D.C., to 
serve the individuals with respect and a sense 
of priority; and 

Whereas, Jewell Duvall provided extensive 
administrative support to the Incident Com-
mander during the September 11th and an-
thrax crises of 2001; and 

Whereas, Jewell Duvall was a valuable 
asset to the House of Representatives com-
munity and the general public. 

Therefore, I join with members of Congress 
and their staff in recognizing Jewell Duvall for 
her exceptional work and immense contribu-
tions, and wish her the very best during her 
retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING JOHN R. 
BLACKBURN, JR. 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John R. Blackburn, Jr. upon his re-
tirement from the Board of Directors of UPMC 
Bedford Memorial. His presence on the board, 
which has become a symbol of security and 
stability, will be sorely missed. 

As a life-long resident of Bedford County, 
Mr. Blackburn has connected with citizens in 
the area in a way that few are able. Since 
1955, Mr. Blackburn has worked diligently to 
make positive changes throughout the hospital 
so that the area’s health care would improve. 
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In the nearly fifty years that Mr. Blackburn has 
had a significant hand in the hospital’s oper-
ations, Bedford Memorial has become a driv-
ing force of health care in Bedford County. 

Mr. Blackburn has served this nation honor-
ably, touching the lives of every American cit-
izen through his service in the United States 
Army Air Corps during World War II. Having 
taken the reigns as a strong leader since his 
youth, he has been a pillar of strength within 
his community, and his ceaseless dedication 
to the health care system is unparalleled. His 
uncompromising sense of duty to the commu-
nity in which he lives has been a source of in-
spiration, and the impact he has had is im-
measurable. 

For his incomparable generosity, service to 
the Bedford Memorial Hospital, and unabated 
commitment to excellence, John Blackburn, Jr. 
deserves the highest recognition. He has dem-
onstrated enthusiasm and care for the county 
which he has served, and his spirit and dedi-
cation have infiltrated his every action. The 
legacy he has created is one that every Amer-
ican should emulate, and his contributions will 
not go unnoticed by the business for which he 
worked nor the community in which he lives. 
I would like to congratulate Mr. Blackburn on 
his many accomplishments, and I wish him the 
best of luck in his retirement. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. DAVID N. 
MESCHES 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished career of Dr. 
David N. Mesches. Since 1961, Dr. Mesches 
has provided outstanding medical care to the 
residents of Ulster County and he has worked 
tirelessly to improve the delivery of health care 
services not only in Ulster County, but also 
throughout the Hudson Valley. I am pleased to 
join the health care community, his family and 
his friends in honoring Dr. Mesches for his 
outstanding career. 

During his four decades of practice in Ulster 
County, Dr. Mesches has served as Captain in 
the United States Air Force at Stewart Air 
Force Base, providing care to servicemen and 
their families; operated a private practice while 
serving as Director of the Student Health Cen-
ter at SUNY New Paltz; served as Director of 
the Mid-Hudson Rural Family Practice Resi-
dency Training Program; and currently, is the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Mid-Hudson 
Family Health Institute. 

Dr. Mesches’ membership in a number of 
medical and scientific societies and commit-
tees is a testament to his dedication and de-
sire to provide citizens with the best possible 
healthcare available. In fact, in his current role 
as the President and CEO of the Mid-Hudson 
Family Health Institute, Dr. Mesches has in-
creased access to healthcare for the under-in-
sured and uninsured residents of the Hudson 
Valley by forging strong alliances. Through his 
efforts, regional health care agencies have 
begun to work collaboratively to build a seam-
less, integrated healthcare delivery system 
that will effectively be able to identify and ad-
dress the needs of the most at risk member of 
our community. 

In addition to his professional achievements, 
Dr. Mesches has participated in numerous 
community activities including, serving as the 
Chairman of the Ulster County and New Paltz 
Planning Boards and Ulster County Planned 
Parenthood, and serving on the Board of Di-
rectors of Patterns for Progress, Mid-Hudson 
Savings Bank, First Union Bank, and Atlantic 
States Mortgage Corporation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize 
the outstanding accomplishments of Dr. David 
Mesches. His commitment to improving the 
lives of people around him has yielded a dis-
tinguished record of service and has made Ul-
ster County and much of the Hudson Valley a 
better, healthier place to live. 
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TRIBUTE TO TAIWAN PRESIDENT 
CHEN SHUI-BIAN 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, last week I 
had the opportunity of visiting Taiwan, the Re-
public of China and I was very impressed with 
what I saw. Taiwan has clearly grown to be a 
modern democracy and its people are well 
educated and prosperous. The people whom I 
talked to were all friendly toward us and sup-
portive of our global war against terrorism. 

In fact, I was most impressed with Taiwan 
President Chen Shui-bian. This young states-
man was reelected president of the Republic 
of China last March and was inaugurated on 
May 20. In my conversation with him, he said 
again and again that he is seeking a genuine 
dialogue with the leaders of the People’s Re-
public of China. He said Taiwan does not seek 
confrontation but a friendly dialogue with main-
land China leading to talks on all issues. 
President Chen would like to see more co-
operation and less confrontation in dealing 
with mainland China leaders. In addition to its 
‘‘relationship’’ with mainland China, President 
Chen considers Taiwan’s relations with the 
U.S. a matter of utmost importance and he 
would like to see further strengthening of this 
relationship. I personally believe that Tai-
wanese people are truly lucky to have Presi-
dent Chen as their leader for the next four 
years. 

I am delighted that Taiwan is now ably rep-
resented in Washington by its young and en-
ergetic ambassador, Dr. David Lee. Ambas-
sador Lee knows Washington well and he will 
most certainly strengthen the ever-growing 
bonds between Taipei and Washington. Tai-
wan and the United States,. I wish to assure 
both President Chen and Ambassador Lee, 
have always stood together shoulder to shoul-
der and will always remain strong partners in 
maintaining peace and stability. 

I had a good visit to Taiwan and I hope my 
colleagues and my fellow countrymen will fol-
low my steps in visiting this beautiful island of 
freedom and prosperity soon and often. 

IN HONOR OF JULIE PACKARD 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my dear friend Julie E. Packard, the Ex-
ecutive Director and Vice Chairman of the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation’s Board 
of Trustees and the recipient of the Ted 
Danson Ocean Hero Award. The award is 
given annually, in recognition of the recipient’s 
strong commitment toward protection and res-
toration of the marine environment. Ms. Pack-
ard is a woman of principle and conviction. 
She has worked tirelessly to protect and pre-
serve our delicate ocean ecology. 

On October 20, 1984, Ms. Packard was in-
strumental in opening the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium. Today, the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Foundation is a $124 million institution and 
has consistently drawn 2 million people to its 
exhibits each year. It and its sister institution, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Insti-
tute, are some of the finest marine life and 
ocean science research institutions in the 
United States. She has been its Executive Di-
rector since it opened. 

Ms. Packard was born in Los Altos, Cali-
fornia. She is one of four children, along with 
a brother, David, and sisters, Susan and 
Nancy. She went on to earn a masters degree 
in biology from the University of California at 
Santa Cruz. Julie is married to Robert Ste-
phens. Together they are raising wonderful 
twin daughters. 

Through her involvements, Julie has in-
spired and educated many about the wonders 
of our oceans and the environment of Mon-
terey Bay and the central coast. She has been 
instrumental in making the schools of Mon-
terey Bay some of the finest on the central 
coast, making it possible for future generations 
of students to nourish a passion for the ocean 
as strong as hers. 

Ms. Packard has been a board member of 
numerous organizations and committees, in-
cluding the California Nature Conservancy, the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, 
and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. 
She was also a member of the Pew Oceans 
Commission in 2003, which issued rec-
ommendations for a comprehensive overhaul 
of national ocean policy. Ms. Packard has also 
received numerous awards. Perhaps one of 
the milestones of Julie’s life and work with the 
oceans is when she received the Audubon 
Medal for Conservation in 1998, one of the 
premier recognitions given to those in this 
field. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I would like to honor the many ac-
complishments of my friend Julie E. Packard 
and express sincere gratitude for her accom-
plishments and contributions to our commu-
nity. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO RICK 
HANSON 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Rick Hanson, a strong-willed individual 
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