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| ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending the efforts of the U.S.-Mexico Border
Health Commission and all those involved with
Border Binational Health Week, and in wishing
them a productive and successful week of
events.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 10, 911 RECOMMENDA-
TIONS IMPLEMENTATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 7, 2004

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to support the National Defense
Authorization Act which provides almost $450
billion to support out troops. | want to start by
thanking and congratulating the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee, Mr.
SKELTON who worked so hard for so long to
make this legislation beneficial to our men and
women of the Armed Forces. While | will vote
for this legislation it is truly unfortunate that a
more bipartisan approach was not taken in
order to include numerous important Demo-
cratic provisions which would have further
benefited our fighting men and women. | am
also saddened that this Defense Authorization
comes at a time of such great need for our
Armed Forces because they have been
pushed into a war that could have been avoid-
ed and has been so poorly managed from the
start. It is truly unfortunate that the brave men
and women of our Armed Forces are fighting
around the world while the Department of De-
fense is in the current state it is in. The Ad-
ministration must be accountable for the ac-
tions of the Armed Forces; the unfortunate
events taking place in Iraq have caused our
nation irreparable harm. | only pray that the
provisions in this legislation that will help pro-
tect our fighting men and women in Iraq are
not the only step we take to alleviate their bur-
den.

| am heartened by the fact that Democrats
have worked so hard to put pieces of our
ideas into this legislation. As | stated earlier,
too many vital Democratic proposals that
would have given our Armed Forces the
equipment and support they need to success-
fully complete their dangerous missions, were
denied based simply on partisanship. How-
ever, the few Democratic principles that were
put into this legislation will greatly help our sol-
diers past and present and their families.

Because of Democrats insistence this con-
ference report provides additional funds for
force protection measures, including additional
body armor, countermeasures for improvised
explosive devices, and armored Humvees. It
also includes a Democratic proposal that
would reimburse families who purchased body
armor or other protective equipment for a
loved one serving overseas. Sadly, before
today many families had to take the safety of
loved ones serving overseas into their own
hands. Those kinds of practices make it seem
as if we are running a civilian militia as op-
posed to the greatest Army in the history of
mankind. According to a report commissioned
by DOD, as much as 25 percent of U.S. com-
bat deaths might have been prevented if there
had been sufficient supplies of body armor
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and armored vehicles. These facts are as-
tounding and yet truly saddening, yet another
indication that this Administration sent our
young men and women to fight in Iraq and
never gave them the proper plan or the proper
support.

This conference report also provides long
overdue retirement benefits for our service
men and women that Democrats have been
demanding for years. Because of Democratic
pressure, Republicans finally included bipar-
tisan provisions to end the Widow’s Tax, and
Democrats were successful in adding provi-
sions that would immediately end the disabled
veterans tax for the most severely disabled
veterans. This conference report also ensures
that every member of the Guard and National
Reserve called up to serve in Iraq or Afghani-
stan can purchase TRICARE coverage for
their families after they return home. Members
would be eligible for one year of coverage for
every 90 days of service after they have been
called up. TRICARE, the military health pro-
gram is an essential need for every member
of the Armed Forces, especially those with
families. It seems so intolerable to me that we
would allow even one member of our Armed
Forces to go without proper health coverage.

This conference report also includes a 3.5
percent across-the-board pay raise for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces. It permanently in-
creases the rate for imminent danger pay from
$150 to $225 per month and increases the
family separation allowance from $100 to $250
per month. It also ensures that construction of
new family housing for almost 50,000 military
families will proceed without delay. Again, it
sickens me to think that we left these brave
and proud military families out in the dark for
even the shortest possible period. This con-
ference report finally ensures that these fami-
lies will receive some justice for the sacrifice
they make everyday to keep our Nation pro-
tected.

| must also add that it is truly unfortunate
that this Defense Authorization continues this
Administration’s policy of having misplaced pri-
orities. Instead of directing more money for
proper planning in Iraq, or for greater protec-
tion equipment for our troops, or maybe for
greater pay raises for our troops; this Adminis-
tration has decided to budget $10.2 billion for
missile defense next year—twice the request
for any other weapons system. Missile de-
fense systems are not new; in fact they have
been discussed for decades. The truth is that
missile defense systems have proven to be
overly complex, unreliable, and often been lit-
tle more than pipe dreams. Why in good con-
science, in this time of budget constraints and
increased need, would we allocate even more
money for failed programs? There are more
responsible ways to budget this money.
Money from the Defense Authorization should
go to our men and women in the Armed
Forces who actually defend our nation instead
of into programs that just waste needed funds.
Also, once again Democrats have been able
to restore some sanity to this issue. Because
of their efforts the Pentagon’s Office of Testing
and Evaluation regains an oversight role and
there will be some controls over this dubious
program. OT&E is tasked with devising a real-
istic test regimen for the Ballistic Missile De-
fense system.

While | will support this legislation because
of the support and protection it provides to our
men and women in the Armed Forces, | sin-
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cerely hope in the future that such significant
legislation as this will involve the debate and
full consideration of all necessary and relevant
provisions from both sides of the aisle. The
men and women of our Armed Forces and in-
deed the American people as a whole deserve
as much. It is our duty in Congress to serve
the interests of the people, it is the duty of the
Armed Forces to protect and serve our na-
tional interests; one can only hope we can
serve our mission as well as the members of
the Armed Forces have served theirs.

———

TRIBUTE TO NANCY SALISBURY,
RSCJ

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, October 9, 2004

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to honor Sister Nancy Salisbury
RSCJ, a distinguished and nationally re-
spected and beloved educator who passed
away on September 27, 2004 at Oakwood in
Atherton, California.

Born May 15, 1930 in New York City, Sister
Salisbury was the daughter of the late Philip
Turner Salisbury and Ethel Walsh Salisbury.
She was educated at Convent of the Sacred
Heart in Overbrook, Pennsylvania, and earned
her bachelor's degree from Manhattanville
College of the Sacred Heart in Purchase, New
York in 1952. She received a master's degree
in History from Manhattanville in 1962 and a
second master's degree in Mathematics from
the University of Detroit in 1968.

Sister Salisbury entered the Religious Order
of the Sacred Heart in 1952 and devoted her
life to the Society as a teacher, administrator,
headmistress and mentor. The stature of her
accomplishments are reflected in the following:

Headmistress, Convent of the Sacred
Heart, New York City, 1980-2000

Chair, New York State Association of Inde-
pendent Schools Accreditation Commission

Vice Chair, Board of Trustees, New York
State Association of Independent Schools

Headmistress, Convent of the Sacred
Heart, Greenwich, 1970-1980

Head of Middle and Upper Schools, Convent
of the Sacred Heart, Greenwich and New

York City
Teacher, Administrator, Sacred Heart
Schools: Greenwich, Grosse Pointe,

Kenwood, New York

Chair, Guild of Headmasters of Inde-
pendent Schools, New York City

Chair, Fairchester Association of Head-
masters

Chair, Board of Trustees, Carrolton School
of the Sacred Heart

Vice Chair, Board of Trustees, Early Steps

Member, Network of Sacred Heart Schools
Commission on Goals (NCOG)

Member, Boards of Trustees: Network of
Sacred Heart Schools: Greenwich, Doane
Stuart; Youth Services Opportunities Pro-
gram, Independent School Admissions Asso-
ciation of Greater New York, Connecticut
Association of Independent Schools,
Manhattanville College Alumni Association
Member, Committees of the New York Prov-
ince of the Society of the Sacred Heart

Upon her retirement as headmistress of the
Convent of the Sacred Heart School in New
York, Sister Salisbury spent time in Chicago
where she continued her mentorship of
young women entering the congregation. It
was in recent years that she came to the
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Oakwood Community, and earlier this year
became its Director. Of Oakwood she said “‘I
continue to discover each day the deep roots
of the love of God, the Society and the Com-
munity. I believe it is these bonds which
make Oakwood a home of joy, under-
standing, reconciliation and celebration. I
see my responsibility to find new ways of
keeping this spirit alive and visible as we
celebrate the end of our journey together in
love.”

Sister Salisbury was a holy woman, de-
voted to her RSCJ community and their mis-
sion, and deeply committed to living her life
loving and serving the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Her wisdom was recognized by anyone who
met her. Her wisdom was more than being
smart . . . it came not from a busy head but
from a deeper well . . . her peaceful heart.
Her leadership skills lifted people to new
heights and she emulated Jesus by gath-
ering, teaching, and loving the children and
she contributed mightily to the future well
being of our nation, preparing generations of
young women for leadership roles. I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring this good
and great woman, paying tribute to her, the
life she lived and the lives she shaped. How
blessed I am to have known her and bene-
fited from her love, counsel and wisdom.

——————

CELEBRATION OF THOMAS JAMES
OWENS

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, October 9, 2004

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, Tom Owens was
my friend; he came to Washington, DC, al-
most weekly until he retired in 1996. Tom al-
ways wanted to play tennis and go to the best
restaurants for dinner. Tom was a very effec-
tive lobbyist. He worked both sides of the aisle
very skillfully.

His friends and family were all shocked
when he suddenly died on September 16th.

| wanted to include in the RECORD a recent
article about Tom and his family. Tom Owens
was a tremendous human being who will be
missed by all who knew him.

THOMAS JAMES OWENS

Thomas James Owens—Born June 2, 1928,
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Tom died sud-
denly and unexpectedly in his north Capitol
Hill home early in the morning, September
16th. He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Helen Reese and Edward Addison
Owens, and brother J. David Owens. A grad-
uate of Amherst College and Michigan Law
School, he moved to Seattle in 1955 where he
began a law practice and eventually met and
married his wife of 44 years, Angela
(Pellegrini). A lobbyist, he worked on both
the state and federal levels, retiring from a
successful practice in 1996. A masterful com-
municator and intermediary, he was liked
and respected by Democrats and Republicans
alike. Impeccably dressed, with his unmis-
takable trench coat, he was a fixture in po-
litical circles in both Olympia & Washington
D.C. Tom was also an accomplished racquets
man. After a successful tennis and squash ca-
reer in the Ivy League, he went on to become
one of the more dominant amateur players
in the area, winning numerous titles in the
Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, in-
cluding the Pacific Coast Championship in
1964, ranking him among the best amateur
players in the country. His true passions,
first and foremost, were his loving family
and dear friends. A particular joy in his life
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was the time he spent together with his chil-
dren and their friends. A gracious host, he
loved to surround himself with friends, fam-
ily, wonderful meals prepared by Angela, and
fine wine, most often a robust cabernet made
by his late father-in-law, Angelo Pellegrini.
Loud, boisterous and laughter filled eve-
nings, roast pork, roast potatoes, hot peppers
and greens from the garden were the norm in
the Owens home, with Tom at the head of
the table, wine glass in hand, belaboring the
occasional anecdote or joke. To hear him tell
a story was an experience in and of itself. In
Tom’s case, punch line were an irrelevant de-
tail, as the delivery, often scrambled and
confused were what made his diatribes so un-
forgettable. He also loved travel, particu-
larly to Italy, working out, playing the
piano, cigars, spending time with his chil-
dren and grandchildren, bullmastiffs, trees,
and golf. He is survived by his loving wife,
Angela, two children Tom (Dena) and Sarah
(Scott Lindblad), five grandchildren, Olivia,
Evan, Reese, Cameron, Lauren and surrogate
granddaughter Gabriella Pellegrini. He is
also survived by a brother, Dr. E. Reese
Owens (Betsy), of Pittsburgh, PA. We will
miss your thoughtful generosity, your wit,
love of family and friends, and your frank
and honest emotional support. For now we
say to the man clad in the trademark blue
blazer, see you again someday, somewhere,
as we lift a glass in fond farewell to our be-
loved patriarch: Salute! e Addio,
caroTommaso. Sarai sempre nel nostro cuore
e nei nostri pensieri. There will be a celebra-
tion of Tom’s life at 4 p.m., Friday, October
1st at the Seattle Golf Club.

———————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MICHAEL
ANDREW MITCHELL

HON. JIM DAVIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, October 9, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
remembrance of Michael Andrew Mitchell, a
loving family man who nobly served his com-
munity as a Tampa Police Officer.

A natural athlete, at Tampa Bay Technical
High School Michael excelled in football, track
and basketball and earned a football scholar-
ship to Miles College. After graduating from
the police academy, Michael went on to serve
in the Tampa Police Department, for 25 years.

During his career, Michael earned the praise
of his colleagues and superiors. He was twice
awarded the Tampa Police Department Com-
mendation Award, as well as earning a Spe-
cial Award of Recognition from the Depart-
ment of Justice. But more important than any
award, Michael earned the trust of his fellow
officers. As Jose Feliciano, Michael's former
partner said, “I never worried when | was with
Mike. | always knew he had my back.”

Michael's dedication to serving his commu-
nity extended beyond his role as a police offi-
cer. A lifetime member of First Baptist Church
of College Hill, Michael was active in nearly
every aspect of the church. He was a member
of the Youth Choir, Youth Usher Board, Young
Adult Choir, Tape Ministry, Breakfast Ministry,
Security Ministry and Deacon Board Ministry.
And Michael always had time for young peo-
ple. His patient, calm and caring demeanor
drew people of all ages.

However, Michael may best be remembered
for his devotion to his family. In June, he gave
up his career at the Police Department so he
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could take care of his mother. His brother Pat
remembers how “if the family needed him for
anything, he’d be there.” Michael was never
one to miss the weekly family dinners on Fri-
day or the family get-togethers at church on
Sunday.

On behalf of the entire Tampa Bay commu-
nity, | would like to extend my thanks to Mi-
chael for his dedication to serving others and
offer my deepest sympathies to his many
loved ones.

———

9/11 RECOMMENDATIONS
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 10) to provide for
reform of the intelligence community, ter-
rorism prevention and prosecution, border
security, and international cooperation and
co-ordination, and for other purposes:

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in support of the amendment of-
fered by the Gentleman from Indiana des-
ignated as #29. This amendment directs the
Secretary of Homeland Security to “ensure
that all appropriate personnel engaged in se-
curity screening of individuals have access to
law enforcement and intelligence information
maintained by DHS.” It also calls for the sub-
mission of an overview of all the agencies,
databases, and other capabilities that exist
within the Department involved in intelligence
relating to terrorism, drug trafficking, illegal im-
migration, screening, investigations, and in-
spection of goods or individuals entering the
United States. Furthermore, this amendment
would require the submission of a report to
Congress within 180 days on actions taken
and plans in place to improve access and the
flow of information.

Proposals that seek to ensure that DHS is
functioning efficiently, effectively, and in ac-
cordance with the U.S. Constitution with re-
spect to individual rights and liberties should
be supported fully because the function of
DHS is a bi-partisan issue. Protecting the
American people is a bi-partisan issue.

Similar to this amendment, | would have of-
fered a proposal that would make the “Next
Generation Airline Passenger Prescreening”
provision (Section 2173) more effective while
taking active measures to protect individual
rights and liberties.

The existing language in Subsection (i) of
Section 2173(a)(C) assigns the task of testing
the next generation passenger prescreening
system against automatic selectee and no-fly
lists and records in the consolidated and inte-
grated terrorist watchlist maintained by the
Federal Government to the “Assistant Sec-
retary or designee.” This is a very loose as-
signment of a very important task. Moreover,
the duties of the Assistant Secretary would
hardly allow for the time and effort that is nec-
essary to perform the functions of this provi-
sion to address the needs of the American
public.

The Jackson Lee Amendment would have
assigned this task rather to the “Civil Liberties
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