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Mr. J.D. Rogers. His commitment to the UAW
membership is unwavering. | ask my col-
leagues in the 108th Congress to please join
me in congratulating him on obtaining his
mark in history and in wishing him the very
best in future endeavors.

———

COMMENDING THE NATIONAL OCE-
ANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMIN-
ISTRATION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
stand before you as a citizen of a state that
has been devastated by four major hurricanes
in the past several weeks. For the first time in
a century, four hurricanes, Charley, Ivan,
Frances and Jeanne, hit Florida, within one
month. My district, in particular has been
forced to deal with the most horrendous ef-
fects of these vicious natural disasters. As the
devastation from these Hurricanes struck my
state, district, and constituents, the service
and resolve of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA) proved to
be outstanding. On behalf of all my constitu-
ents, | would like to commend the dedicated
service of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and its employees.

The citizens of Florida would not have been
able to withstand the disastrous effects of
these hurricanes if it were not for the fortitude
and service of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA). They've
never hesitated to fly into the eye of a hurri-
cane to gather information about possible
landfall, and NOAA was one of the primary
agencies that my office dealt with in seeking
information and expert advice to combat the
dangerous situation my constituents were
placed in because of these storms. When peo-
ple needed to be warned of these storms,
NOAA was there to respond. NOAH and its
employees are a tremendous service to my of-
fice and constituents.

In this time of crisis, NOAA’s National Hurri-
cane Center provided 496 live television inter-
views and 567 telephone briefings to the
media. The information contained in these
briefings was relayed to millions of Floridians,
allowing for the safe evacuation of more than
4 million Florida residents during Hurricane
Frances alone. All together, more than 1,000
hurricane watches, warnings, and advisories
were issued during Hurricanes Charley, Ivan,
Frances and Jeanne. NOAA provided updated
satellite images of all four Hurricanes every
five minutes over the days leading to their
landfall.

For more than 30 years, NOAA, has been
working for America every day. Their knowl-
edge, data gathering, and service have saved
the lives of so many. From providing timely
and precise weather, water and climate fore-
casts to monitoring the environment and mak-
ing our nation more competitive through safe
navigation and examining changes in the
oceans, NOAA is on the front lines in the serv-
ice of our great country.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize the
service of such a valued Federal institution
such as the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.
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SALUTING EDWARD KUSSMAN
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in saluting Mr.
Edward Kussman, a civil rights activist and a
good friend, who is being honored on October
15, 2004, by the Fair Housing Council of the
San Fernando Valley. Mr. Kussman, who
moved to Pacoima in 1956, is a remarkable
man with many accomplishments and | have
been greatly honored to work with him over
the last 20 years on many important commu-
nity issues.

For more than seven decades, Ed has
unwaveringly fought to end racial and other
forms of discrimination and to improve oppor-
tunities in education, housing and employ-
ment. He is a founding member of the Fair
Housing Council of the San Fernando Valley
and has been an active member for the past
45 years. He has also served seven consecu-
tive terms as President of the San Fernando
Valley Chapter of the NAACP, was President
of the Pacoima Chamber of Commerce,
served for 25 years as a board member of the
San Fernando Valley Neighborhood Legal
Services, was the Past President of Northeast
Valley Health Corporation, and is currently the
Commissioner of the Los Angeles County
Commission on Aging. His civic involvement is
as impressive as it is extensive.

Ed began his fight against racial inequality
in a time when African Americans were ex-
cluded from accessing many forms of employ-
ment and denied entry into public places. His
fight for equal rights was instrumental in the
state of California’'s passing the historic
Rumford Act prohibiting discrimination in hous-
ing. His influence is far reaching and con-
tinues to play an essential role in the lives of
community members. He is an influential
member of my Senior Advisory Council and
has been a trusted counselor to me on many
important issues.

Born in New Orleans, Ed attended Straight
University, Louisiana Frank Wigins Trade
Tech, and UCLA. He has taken an active part
in his community and has earned many
awards including Man of the Year Award from
Beta Pi Sigma Zeta Chapter, the NAACP
Freedom Award and Los Angeles’s Urban
League Award.

Edward Kussman is married and has four
daughters.

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, |
ask you to join me in saluting Edward
Kussman for his impressive career, dedication
to the people of California and his many years
of making a difference.

———

SAFE DRINKING WATER FOR
HEALTH COMMUNITIES ACT OF
2004

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 8, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to in-
troduce the Safe Drinking Water for Healthy
Communities Act of 2004. This legislation will
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require the EPA to establish a national primary
standard for drinking water for perchlorate—
otherwise known as rocket fuel.

Perchlorate is a component of rocket fuel—
used heavily by the military and its defense
contractors. Perchlorate contamination in Cali-
fornia is primarily the result of releases from
12 military and defense contractor sites. It dis-
rupts the functioning of the thyroid, resulting in
behavior changes and delayed development in
children and thyroid tumors in adults. It re-
moves valuable water supplies from service.

Today, communities across the country are
finding perchlorate in their drinking water,
groundwater, irrigation water, and soil. In mid
1997, the Metropolitan Water District of South-
ern California discovered perchlorate in the
lower Colorado River. It was traced to a Kerr
McGee plant in Henderson Nevada. Releases
to Lake Mead and the Lower Colorado River
have impacted the drinking water supply of 15
to 20 million people in Arizona, southern Cali-
fornia, southern Nevada, Tribal nations and
Mexico. Today more than 120 wells in Los An-
geles County have been found to be contami-
nated with varying levels of perchlorate.

In the district | represent the water providers
are struggling to handle the plumes of per-
chlorate, the legacy of Aerojet. The City of
Baldwin Park hosts the nation’s first per-
chlorate treatment facility—a necessity in
order to maintain the reliability and availability
of safe drinking water. My community faces
costs over the next 15 years of at least $200
million as the result of perchlorate contamina-
tion. Yet there exists no enforceable public
health standard to ensure our drinking water is
safe.

This bill requires the EPA to establish a na-
tional primary drinking water standard. Without
this, there is no requirement for water to have
safe levels of perchlorate and water providers
will continue to struggle with guaranteeing
long term reliability of safe water sources. In-
action poses an unreasonable risk to both our
valuable water supply and our health.

————

HONORING STEVE AND NANCY
BUTCHER

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. TIBERIL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Nancy
Butcher who have been honored by the Na-
tional Restaurant Association as 2004 Res-
taurant Neighbor Award Finalists. Mr. and Mrs.
Butcher own the Nutcracker Family Restaurant
in Pataskala, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Butcher led the community of
Pataskala in commemorating Flag Day in
2004 and honoring U.S. troops abroad. They
organized local businesses and citizens to
sponsor flags and display them all over the
town of Pataskala and it's main streets. They
hosted a community dinner, two sold-out golf
scrambles and a lunch for more than 120 par-
ticipants to raise money for their organization,
Flags Over Pataskala. The money they raised
went to the Licking County Family YMCA and
the Pataskala Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. Their efforts reinvigorated the patriotic
holiday by selling 168 new flags and dis-
playing 500 smaller flags throughout town.
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The Butchers have a long history of service
to their country: Mrs. Butcher served in the Air
National Guard for 14 years, and Mr. Butcher
spent 26 years in the U.S. Air Force. When
asked why they use their restaurant to lead
patriot efforts, Mr. Butcher said, “Its like any-
thing else, it's just something you naturally
know is right. There are a lot of organizations
out there that need help.”

Again, | commend Mr. and Mrs. Butcher for
their efforts in Pataskala and congratulate
them on being finalists for the Restaurant
Neighbor Award.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4520;
AMERICAN JOBS CREATION ACT
OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 7, 2004

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to express my strong opposition to an unfair
tax increase contained in the conference re-
port of H.R. 4520, the American Jobs Creation
Act of 2004.

Overall | believe this bill is well crafted and
contains a great number of provisions that will
significantly benefit individuals, businesses
and other job creators in this Nation. | com-
mend the Ways and Means Committee and
Chairman Bill Thomas for their hard work and
determination on this complex and vital piece
of legislation.

| must, however, express my strong opposi-
tion to an unfair tax increase for Florida’s cigar
manufacturers. A provision added in the final
hours of the conference will force cigar mak-
ers to pay for a tobacco buyout that has noth-
ing to do with the kind of tobacco used in ci-
gars. This new provision—which was not in-
cluded in either the House or Senate-passed
versions of the American Jobs Creation Act—
amounts to a $282 million tax increase and
Florida companies will pay more than 75 per-
cent of this new tax.

Mr. Speaker, well over 95 percent of the to-
bacco grown in this country is produced under
a federal price support program. Cigar manu-
facturers do not use the type of tobacco pro-
duced under this program. According to indus-
try reports, 99.9 percent of all quota tobacco
produced in the United States in 2002 was
used by someone other than a cigar manufac-
turer. Yet under the American Jobs Creation
Act, cigar makers are being forced to finance
the phase-out of this government support pro-
gram. Assessing cigar makers for the tobacco
buyout fails any test of fairness. We should
not increase taxes on an industry by imposing
so-called “assessments” unless the new tax
has something to do with the purpose of the
new program.

To make matters worse, the cigar tax as-
sessments appear to be imposed unfairly with-
in the cigar industry. The Internal Revenue
Code distinguishes between “small” cigars
and “large” cigars. Unlike cigarettes, cigars
come in a wide variety of shapes, sizes, and
weights. The tax code recognizes these dis-
tinctions. A 10 cent cigar is not taxed the
same as a $15 premium cigar. Under the tax
code, a premium “large” cigar might pay an
excise tax amount that is 25 times greater
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than a small cigar. Small cigars make up a
small percentage of sales in the overall mar-
ket, and about 2 percent of all excise taxes on
cigars are collected from small cigars. Yet
under the American Jobs Creation Act, small
cigar manufacturers will pay about 35 percent
of the new assessments, unless the Secretary
of Agriculture—when writing the rules—recog-
nizes this distinction between small and large
cigars. Otherwise, small cigar manufacturers
will be assessed at a level that is far out of
proportion with both their current excise tax
burden and their overall market share.

Mr. Speaker, this is supposed to be a jobs
bill, but ironically, | believe it will eliminate to-
bacco jobs in my state. For the Florida cigar
industry, this provision is a job killer. | would
hope this issue could be revisited in the future
and a correction be made to reverse this un-
fair tax increase.

| look forward to working with the Secretary
of Agriculture to fix this issue and ensure the
tax is assessed on those manufacturers actu-
ally utilizing program tobacco. Since there is
no per unit assessment level for cigars set in
the bill, | trust the Secretary Will recognize the
inherent differences in small and large cigars
and set the assessment based on the market
share of the product.

—————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN
CLEMENS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Carolyn Clemens, a dedicated
employee of Delta County, Colorado who was
recently honored for 25 years of impeccable
service with the County. Carolyn is a respon-
sible employee who engenders the trust of ev-
eryone she encounters, and | have the pleas-
ure of recognizing her many years of service
to her community before this body of Con-
gress and this Nation.

Carolyn came to Delta with experience as a
legal secretary and a background in account-
ing. She began her work with the county as an
executive legal secretary to County Attorney
and the County Commissioners where she ob-
tained permits for all the counties gravel pits.
Carolyn is currently an Administrative Assist-
ant working directly with the County Adminis-
trator.

Mr. Speaker, Carolyn Clemens has spent 25
years serving her local government in Delta
County. Her dedication to her community is
highly commendable and | am honored to rec-
ognize her many years of service before this
body of Congress and Nation. Thank you for
all your hard work Carolyn, and | wish you,
and your family all the best in your future en-
deavors.

RECOGNIZING DR. JOHN COBLE, OD

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today | am honored
to recognize Dr. John Coble of Greenville,
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Texas, recipient of the 2004 American Opto-
metric Association’s Optometrist of the Year
award.

After serving his country in the United
States Army and Texas Army National Guard,
Dr. Coble graduated from the University of
Houston College of Optometry and began his
distinguished career as an optometrist. He
currently practices optometry in Greenville
where he also serves as clinical staff at Pres-
byterian Hospital and as a liaison to the Medi-
care Carrier Advisory Committee. He is also
active in the North East Texas Optometric So-
ciety, the Texoma Optometry Society, and the
Student Texas Optometric Society.

Dr. Coble frequently dedicates his time and
skill to a number of civic and volunteer organi-
zations. He is active in the Greenville Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Greenville Rotary Club,
and the United Way of Hunt County. Addition-
ally, Dr. Coble is involved in mentoring local
youth, performing vision screenings for the
Dallas Headstart program, coaching YMCA
baseball and basketball teams, and serving as
Boy Scout Leader.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 4th District of
Texas, | would like to congratulate and com-
mend Dr. Coble for his recognition by the
American Optometric Association and his con-
tinued involvement in the community.

———

HONORING MO FELLING
HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to pay tribute to Mr. Mo Felling for at-
taining the honor of being the longest serving
skilled trades committeeman in the history of
UAW Local 599 in Flint, Michigan. On Sep-
tember 18, 2004, the UAW Local 599 mem-
bers will honor Mr. Felling during their annual
Walter Reuther award ceremony.

Mo Felling began his leadership career with-
in UAW Local 599 in 1977 when he was elect-
ed to the post of Alternative Committeeman. In
1980 he was elected to the post of committee-
man, a position he has held successfully to
this date. His impeccable service and love for
his fellow members is commendable. He is
committed to upholding the mission set forth
by Mr. Walter Reuther; which is to help peo-
ple, and ensuring human dignity and social
justice for all who are employed within the
manufacturing automobile industry. | salute
Mr. Felling for his great attention to detail and
on a job well done.

Mr. Speaker, many people have greatly
benefited from the leadership and service of
Mr. Mo Felling. | ask my colleagues in the
108th Congress to please join me in congratu-
lating him on obtaining his mark in history and
in wishing him the very best in future endeav-
ors.

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN ON ITS
NATIONAL DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Oc-
tober 10 marks the National Day of Taiwan,
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