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President from 1987–2003, Greater Flint 
Chapter APRI Director of Operations 1986– 
2002, and Greater Flint Chapter APRI Finan-
cial Secretary 1986–2002. As a loyal member 
of the Democratic Party, Margaret has held 
many leadership positions. She was 1st Vice 
Chairperson of the Genesee County Demo-
cratic Party from 1986–1992, and elected a 
delegate to the Democratic National Conven-
tion in 1988. She has also served as the field 
organizer for the Democratic Coordinated 
Campaign in 1990 and holds a Michigan 
Democratic Party Certificate on Campaign Or-
ganizing. She also held the positions of 7th 
Congressional District Democratic Black Cau-
cus Fundraising Chairperson and Correspond-
ence Secretary from 1984–1990. 

Margaret has dedicated her life to making 
Mt. Morris Township and Genesee County a 
better place to live, work and visit. She is re-
tired from her position with Hurley Medical 
Center as a Laboratory Technical Aide with 25 
years of notable service. Aside from being an 
outstanding leader, Margaret is also devoted 
to her children and grandchildren, and she 
credits the love and support of her family for 
her success. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Congress, I 
ask my colleagues in the 108th Congress to 
please join me in paying tribute to an out-
standing community activist, Margaret A. 
Perry, for her past and current service and 
contributions to Genesee County and Mt. Mor-
ris Township. I wish her the best in future en-
deavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN H. WATSON, IN-
DUCTEE TO ALABAMA BUSINESS 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to shine 
the spotlight on an exemplary Alabamian and 
resident of the Second Congressional District, 
Mr. John H. Watson of Dothan, who is being 
inducted into the Alabama Business Hall of 
Fame October 7th. 

John Watson is well known in the Wiregrass 
of Southeast Alabama where his name is syn-
onymous with hard work and business suc-
cess. His life reads like a classic American 
success story. He started early his tradition of 
entrepreneurship by delivering ice and per-
forming carpentry while still in grade school in 
the 1950’s. 

John was the first person in his family to at-
tend college. He turned down a scholarship at 
the University of Alabama in order to avail 
himself of the superior engineering program at 
rival Auburn University. He graduated in 1960 
with a degree in engineering, putting it to work 
almost immediately for Uncle Sam as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He 
proudly served as a second lieutenant in 1961 
and 1962 during the Berlin Crisis. 

John returned to Dothan and civilian life with 
his wife, Gail, to set up their home. John 
quickly made a name for himself as self-start-
er by joining the staff of Smith’s Incorporated 
of Dothan—the largest mechanical contracting 
firm in the area. As an engineer, John did 
what he always did by putting 200 percent into 
his work. Within four years, he became presi-

dent of the company at the age of 28. Soon 
after, he and two fellow employees bought the 
company. 

This success would crown many people’s 
business careers, but not John’s. He was just 
getting started. First, he continued to build and 
expand Smith’s, Inc. to weather future market 
trends. He then labored to help build a num-
ber of other substantial firms including Engi-
neered Systems, Inc., Higgins Electric, Inc., 
Aladan, Inc., USA Yeast, Inc., South Alabama 
Brick Company; Southeastern Commercial Fi-
nancial, LLC, and Twitchell, Inc. He also 
serves on the board of directors of Regional 
Financial Corporation. 

John’s ability to lead is not limited to the 
business area as he was called to serve as a 
past member and Chairman of the Alabama 
Ethics Commission in addition to his many 
Southeast Alabama volunteer efforts. 

I congratulate John in his induction and wish 
him the very best as he continues to create 
jobs, serve our community, and inspire future 
business leaders. 

f 

HONORING GLORIA VOUTOS, 
TEXAS 2005 ELEMENTARY 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I join my fel-
low Lone Star State colleagues in congratu-
lating Gloria Voutos of the Richardson Inde-
pendent School District’s (RISD) Spring Valley 
Elementary School. I am proud to represent 
Spring Valley Elementary School in the 32nd 
Congressional District of Texas. 

Gloria Voutos was just recently named the 
Texas Elementary Teacher of the Year for 
2005 by the Texas Education Agency. This 
award is a high distinction for Gloria, as more 
than 228,000 teachers in Texas are eligible to 
be chosen for this honor. 

Gloria is a proud veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force, and after serving her country in uni-
form, she decided to further serve her local 
community by becoming a teacher. She com-
pleted her teacher preparation program at 
Southern Methodist University that I am also 
proud to represent. She has pursued a career 
of being a bilingual instructional specialist, and 
constantly wins high praise from her col-
leagues and students. 

This is the second consecutive year that the 
RISD has produced a teacher that has been 
named a finalist for this year, and I am very 
delighted that this year Richardson was able 
to be the home for the winner. I wish Gloria 
all the best for her continued teaching excel-
lence with the children of the Richardson ISD. 
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LAMENTING THE LOSS OF LIEU-
TENANT COMMANDER SCOTT 
ZELLEM 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
lament the loss of a great American hero and 

Naval Officer, Lieutenant Commander Scott 
Zellem. The people of Indiana County and this 
country lost a dedicated and faithful sailor 
when a naval training mission turned tragic on 
August 10th. Scott was laid to rest at Arlington 
Cemetery on September 7, 2004 with full mili-
tary honors and after living a life of distin-
guished service to this great nation. 

Founded upon the ideals of liberty and de-
mocracy, America is a country unlike any 
other. As Americans, we cherish freedom and 
strive for progress with every opportunity. Our 
men and women of the United States Military 
are dedicated to this cause and are respected 
and honored for their service. 

Our troops stand resolved to protect our 
families and our children from danger and at-
tack. To these American military heroes, it is 
understood that we must do everything pos-
sible to win the war against terrorism and 
keep Americans safe at home. 

Scott Zellem was one of the men to which 
we owe our safety and freedom. His life is one 
that will be remembered with great admiration 
and respect. Tonight, October 8, 2004, Scott’s 
high school graduating class of 1987 will join 
with family, friends, and the community of Indi-
ana County to pay tribute and thank Scott 
Zellem for his service. Scott answered the call 
to duty, and for his service, we are a grateful 
nation. His sacrifice, and the sacrifice of thou-
sands who have fallen before him, will not be 
forgotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB WOLFE 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to 
my attention that a long and exceptionally dis-
tinguished career has come to an end. Mr. 
Bob Wolfe, of Sedalia, Missouri, has retired 
from his position as president of the Sedalia 
office of Septagon Construction Company. 

Mr. Wolfe was born on August 12, 1943, in 
Cleveland, Ohio. After graduating from 
Charles F. Brush High School, he attended 
Iowa State University on a full football scholar-
ship. He graduated in 1965 with a degree in 
Business Administration. 

In 1975, Mr. Wolfe began working at a com-
pany called Temple Callison, and in 1977, Mr. 
Wolfe and his business associate, Tom Davis, 
bought Temple Callison. At the time, the Tem-
ple Callison Company generated 3 million dol-
lars in revenue. In 1982, Mr. Davis and Mr. 
Wolfe turned the Callison Company into the 
Septagon Construction Company. The com-
pany currently has 5 locations in two states 
and generates over 100 million dollars. Mr. 
Wolfe believes in strong principles and values 
that have helped his business continue to be 
successful for so many years. He believed 
that the company had to be a part of the com-
munity, and the company needed to be a fam-
ily of customers and employees for the com-
pany to survive and flourish. Mr. Wolfe was 
president of the entire Septagon Construction 
Company until 1998, at which time he became 
president of the company’s Sedalia Office. 

In addition to his accomplished business ca-
reer, Mr. Wolfe has been very involved in his 
community. He has served as a board mem-
ber, campaign chairman and president of the 
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Sedalia Pettis County United Way. Also, he 
was a board member, officer and founder of 
the Ditzfeld Foundation for recovering alco-
holics. He has been a member and chairman 
of the Central Missouri State University Col-
lege of Business and Economics Advisory 
Board and has served as a member of the 
Iowa State University College of Business Ad-
visory Board. He is a member of St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church, and he has been president of 
the congregation for three terms. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the Members of the 
House will join me in paying tribute to Mr. Bob 
Wolfe for his outstanding career and dedica-
tion to his community and in wishing him all 
the best as he enters the next stage of his life 
with his wife Claudia and his children, Erika 
and Aaron. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE PEACE IN SUDAN 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 6, 2004 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 5061 and urge all members to 
vote for this important legislation. 

I would like to thank Representative TOM 
TANCREDO for introducing this important legis-
lation. I would also like to thank Chairman 
HYDE and Congressman LANTOS and their 
staffs for moving this legislation swiftly through 
committee. 

This legislation could not be more timely. 
Stories and pictures of horrific abuse and suf-
fering in the Darfur region of Sudan are now 
on our nightly news. Newspapers are running 
daily stories. I visited Sudan in July and wit-
nessed with my own eyes the horrific condi-
tions. 

The world has now awakened to this night-
mare and we must do everything in our power 
to try to stop it. 

We must not forget that the conflict in Darfur 
has been occurring for the last year and a half 
but that there also has been an ongoing war 
for the last 20 years between the Government 
of Sudan and the mostly Christian South. 

Millions of lives have been lost. Millions 
more are shattered and scarred forever. 

Sudan has suffered from war crimes and 
unspeakable human rights abuses. One coun-
try, one group of people, should not have to 
endure so much suffering. 

Sudan is not alone. Africa has seen enor-
mous suffering this past decade from the 
butchery that took place in Sierra Leone to the 
genocide in Rwanda. We must learn from the 
past, learn from the mistakes of our own inac-
tion, and mobilize to try to save lives. 

Some 50,000 people are already dead in 
Darfur and more than a million more are at 
risk. The world must act now. 

The United States took a bold move under 
the leadership of Secretary of State Powell by 
calling what is occurring in Sudan what it is— 
a genocide. Unfortunately the international 
community has been slow to respond. 

H.R. 5061 is based on the fact that geno-
cide is now occurring in Darfur and that the 
Government of Sudan is complicit in this 
genocide. Significant pressure must be placed 
on the Government of Sudan to both end the 

genocide and finalize a comprehensive peace 
agreement with the South. 

Only then will the innocent civilians, who 
have suffered for so long, be able to begin re-
building their lives. 

This bill immediately imposes sanctions on 
the Government of Sudan. I think this is sound 
policy. We are dealing with a government that 
is committing genocide against its own people, 
therefore we need to use every possible tool 
to apply pressure so that it will stop. 

H.R. 5061 also outlines multilateral actions 
to press U.N. countries to apply additional 
pressure on Sudan, and most importantly pro-
vides much-needed humanitarian aid to Darfur 
and humanitarian and development aid to al-
leviate suffering in the South. 

We are beyond the point of merely warning 
the Government of Sudan with punitive meas-
ures. We must now take action. 

The world is watching and rogue regimes in 
other nations who have the ability to do this to 
their own people are watching how we re-
spond. Our response to genocide must be 
firm. 

The world will look back on Darfur in 10 
years and know that the United States stood 
firm and the United States stood with the peo-
ple of Darfur. 

I call on every member of Congress to vote 
in favor of this important legislation. We must 
send a strong message to the Government of 
Sudan that the United States will not sit by 
while they commit genocide. 

f 

HONORING ALL THOSE SERVING 
NORTHWEST FLORIDA IN THE 
AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE 
IVAN 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the organizations, businesses, 
and people who helped the residents of North-
west Florida get back on their feet during Hur-
ricane Ivan’s aftermath. 

The panhandle of Florida was dealt a dif-
ficult hand, as Ivan left no life untouched. Un-
doubtedly once again, Northwest Floridians 
have proven their strength during times of 
devastating destruction and loss. 

Returning to our homes to assess the dam-
age, we were reassured that we were not 
alone and help was on the way. Gulf Power, 
Escambia River Electric Cooperative, local 
radio stations and newspapers, the Red 
Cross, FEMA, Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the Small Business Administration assisted al-
most everyone in the community in a variety 
of ways; from supplying ice, water, and food, 
to emotional support, the spread of information 
and monetary funds in the effort to help re-
build. Thanks to these folks, I’m happy to re-
port that the lights are coming back on, 
bridges are mended, roofs are tarped, busi-
nesses are reopening, and naval aviators are 
training. 

As for the Panhandle’s future, it’s not the 
character of Northwest Floridians to give up 
hope. Our communities will continue to unite 
together, and rebuild our homes and busi-
nesses better and stronger. Our military infra-
structure will rebuild and Pensacola will re-

main the Cradle of Naval Aviation. There is no 
other place in the world like the panhandle of 
Florida and the residents there recognize that 
there is no better place to rebuild their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincere thanks to all 
those, near and far, who have given comfort 
and have helped the residents of Florida’s 
panhandle rebuild their lives. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TEXAS IN-
STRUMENTS WORKING MOTHER 
MAGAZINE’S TOP PLACES TO 
WORK 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
congratulations are in order for Texas Instru-
ments. For the Ninth Year in a Row—Working 
Mother magazine has named Texas Instru-
ments a best place to work. 

It’s an honor to represent the numerous em-
ployees at Texas Instruments who helped 
make this achievement possible. 

Some would consider Texas Instruments a 
trailblazer in the workplace when it comes to 
family issues. That’s because they are. 

In the early 1990’s, a small team of employ-
ees concerned about work and family issues 
created the Texas Instruments Work/Life Strat-
egy; an endeavor that has helped shape the 
company’s culture through changing times 
with outstanding results. 

TI champions talented and ambitious 
women throughout the organization. TI has a 
number of very active Women’s Initiatives that 
offer a range of speakers and programs to 
help women achieve their full potential in their 
careers at TI. Since 1989 representation of 
women in management job grades has in-
creased over 450 percent. 

New mothers receive eight weeks of paid 
maternity leave at TI, and they have a built-in 
support network when they return to the job. 
TI employees can find help and advice with 
work and personal issues through the 
LifeWorks resource and referral service. And a 
Corporate Concierge service can help with ev-
erything from party planning, to locating hard- 
to-find gifts. 

TI employees receive discounts at child care 
centers and have access to back-up care and 
care for sick children. 

TI offers a flexible work environment allow-
ing employees the opportunity to effectively 
manage their work/life challenges. 

Is it any wonder that Texas Instruments is 
recognized globally as a great place to work— 
by employees and third parties alike? Con-
gratulations, and I salute all the people at TI 
who helped make this accomplishment a re-
ality. 

f 

A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX 
CREDIT TO AN INDIVIDUAL PUR-
CHASING A GUN SAFE 

HON. AMO HOUGHTON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing a bill to provide for an income tax 
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