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Women’s Eight Rowing event at the 2004 Ath-
ens Olympic Games. It was the first medal for
the US Women’s Eight Rowing team since
they won the Gold Medal at the 1984 Los An-
geles Olympic Games.

Alison Cox began her rowing career at the
age of 19 as a sophomore at the University of
San Diego where she received her degree in
Communications. She earned All-West Region
honors in 2001 and All-West Coast Con-
ference honors for three seasons 1999-2001.
She competed at the 2000 under-23 World
Championships and won the Gold Medal in
the Women’s Four Rowing event. Alison ad-
vanced to the senior national team in 2001
and helped the U.S. Women’s Eight Rowing
team win the Gold Medal at the 2002 World
Championships.

While at Turlock High School she excelled
in athletics. She lettered in tennis, soccer,
basketball, and in softball, where she also re-
ceived the team’s most valuable player award.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Alison
Cox for winning the Silver Medal in the Wom-
en’s Eight Rowing event at the 2004 Athens
Olympic Games and for all of her accomplish-
ments in athletics. | invite my colleagues to
join me in wishing her many years of contin-
ued success.

HONORING JAMILL KELLY

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Jamill Kelly, an exceptional individual
and remarkable athlete who won a silver
medal in Freestyle Wrestling at the 2004
Olympic Games in Athens, Greece.

Born and raised in my hometown of
Atwater, California, Mr. Kelly attended my
alma mater, Atwater High School where his
wrestling career began with placing fourth in
the 1995 state championships. Mr. Kelly’s suc-
cess as a wrestler continued as he attended
Lassen Junior College, taking second in the
1996 Junior College Nationals. He then grad-
uated from Oklahoma State University in
2000, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History.

Over the past four years, the former Okla-
homa State wrestler remained dedicated to his
dream. He continued to train vigorously and
compete among the nations finest wrestlers, in
order to have the chance to prove his out-
standing athletic ability on the world stage.
This summer, Mr. Kelly achieved his dream as
he spent his summer winning a silver medal in
Freestyle Wrestling at the 2004 Olympic
Games in Athens.

Mr. Kelly is the city of Atwater’s first Olym-
pic medalist. He has become an inspiration to
the student athletes of Atwater High School,
who witnessed a fellow Falcon strive to reach
his dreams in becoming the pinnacle of his
sport. He has become a local hero, a national
champion, and a world-renown athlete.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Jamill Kelly for his outstanding
accomplishments. | am delighted to recognize
all of his dedication and hard earned achieve-
ments, and thank him for being a role model
to our community, and our country.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE COUNT
EVERY VOTE ACT

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
today | am introducing the Count Every Vote
Act, legislation to provide additional time,
when needed, for conducting recounts of
votes in presidential elections.

At its core, our form of government is based
on the premise of “one person, one vote.” The
presidential election of 2000, however, dem-
onstrated how precarious that tenet can be. In
the midst of an ongoing challenge to the elec-
tion result in the state of Florida, the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled that manual recounts could
not continue because there was not enough
time to undertake a proper recount prior to the
meeting of the Electoral College. The unsatis-
factory result was a president who took office
with a cloud hanging over him in the eyes of
many Americans.

Given the close nature of the current presi-
dential race, there is a very real chance that
we could be faced with a similar situation five
weeks from now. We could easily wake up on
November 3rd with a swing state election con-
troversy, the outcome of which could decide
who will be the President of the United States
for the next four years. And it could take more
than the 35 days allowed under current law to
resolve the controversy without risking the loss
of a state’s electoral votes.

Mr. Speaker, | request that a June 15 Roll
Call column by Leonard Shambon, a counsel
with  Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr
and former assistant to the co-chairman of the
Ford-Carter Commission on Election Reform,
be reprinted in the Record following my re-
marks. In his column, Mr. Shambon makes a
strong case for the need to reform the timing
of the Electoral College, and | have drawn
from his expertise in this particular area of
elections law. | appreciate Mr. Shambon’s tire-
less research and collaboration in developing
a solution to this problem.

The bill I am introducing today has the sup-
port of leading scholars renowned for their re-
search in the electoral process, including
Thomas Mann, the W. Averell Harriman Chair
and Senior Fellow in Governance Studies at
The Brookings Institution; John C. Fortier, a
research fellow at the American Enterprise In-
stitute and editor of and contributor to After
the People Vote: A Guide to the Electoral Col-
lege; and Norman J. Ornstein, a resident
scholar at the American Enterprise Institute,
columnist for Roll Call, and contributor to After
the People Vote. It would establish a contin-
gency date for the meeting of electors in all
states, but only when a challenge to a state’s
presidential election result remains unresolved
as of three days prior to the Electoral College
meeting date defined in current law. For the
upcoming election, if a recount in any state
were ongoing as of December 10, the bill
would establish January 3rd as the new meet-
ing date for the Electoral College, providing 59
days—24 days more than current law—to en-
sure that the recount is given as much time as
possible to be resolved.

In a dissenting opinion on the 2000 election
contest that the U.S. Supreme Court later
upheld, Florida Supreme Court Justice Major
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Harding appropriately noted, “The cir-
cumstances of this election call to mind a
quote from football coaching legend Vince
Lombardi: ‘We didn’'t lose the game, we just
ran out of time.”” We cannot afford to run out
of time when it comes to ensuring the integrity
of our presidential election contests. That is a
conclusion on which everyone should agree.

| invite my colleagues to join me in ensuring
that our electoral process is given the most
time possible to resolve any contested election
results by cosponsoring the Count Every Vote
Act.

[From Roll Call, June 15, 2004]

ELECTORAL-COLLEGE REFORM REQUIRES
CHANGE OF TIMING

(By Leonard M. Shambon)

This is a modest proposal to reform the
Electoral College. No, it would not abolish
the Electoral College, just change its timing.

In 2000, the U.S. Supreme Court called off
the Florida recount because it believed that
the recount could not be concluded in time
to conform to the schedule established by
federal statute for the electoral college.

One of the Florida Supreme Court justices,
whose position was upheld by the Supreme
Court, analogized the Gore camp’s predica-
ment to a quote from Vince Lombardi: ‘- ‘We
didn’t lose the game, we just ran out of
time.’”” But running out of time should not
control the outcome in 2004.

Under the federal statute, each state’s
presidential electors are to meet on the first
Monday after the second Wednesday in De-
cember. If a state appoints its presidential
electors at least six days before that date,
then its choice of electors cannot be over-
ridden. The U.S. Supreme Court in Bush v.
Gore believed it was imperative to block the
recount ordered by the Florida Supreme
Court because the recount could not be com-
pleted by the six-day cutoff before the elec-
tors’ meeting.

But the aftermath of the Bush v. Gore de-
cision, no one seriously examined the ques-
tion of whether the federal statutory dates
make any sense. Fearing endless debates
about whether the Electoral College should
be completely abolished, no one looked at
the peculiarities of the federal law. But
there’s still time for Congress to do so this
year.

Congress should amend 17 words in the
statute to push those dates into January, so
that any state recounts and contests that
occur this fall can proceed at a more orderly
pace.

The federal statutory scheme, first adopted
in 1792, provides the dates for four events: (1)
the states’ appointing their electors, on
Election Day; (2) having the electors meet
and vote; (3) reporting the results to Con-
gress; and (4) the Congressional counting.

Congress has changed the dates on which
those events are to occur five times, most re-
cently in 1934 in response to the ratification
of the 20th Amendment to the Constitution,
which moved the date of inauguration back
from March 3 to Jan. 20.

In 1934, the Roosevelt administration rec-
ommended to Congress that the period be-
tween Election Day and the date of the elec-
tors’ meeting be set at 41 days. Records re-
veal that a government attorney chose the
41-day period arbitrarily, without any fur-
ther explanation.

Congress, without any legislative expla-
nation, went along with this change even
though it significantly shortened the period
from its pre-existing statutory length.

One Member of Congress, Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman Hatton Sumners (D-Texas),
did speak out against the shortened period
during the House debate, and in subsequent
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years, Sumners kept up the drumbeat, not-
ing that it ‘‘requires no great imagination to
visualize what might develop in a close elec-
tion when feeling was running high with a
belief that wholesale fraud had been per-
petrated in one or more pivotal States with
no possibility of a final judicial determina-
tion.”

Sumners’ ‘‘serious situation” arose in 2000,
and it could easily happen again this year.
An era of electronic communication and
overnight couriers, Congress should imme-
diately lengthen the period between Election
Day and the date of the electors’ meeting.

The electors’ meeting should occur as few
days as possible before the Jan. 6 Congres-
sional counting date. The six-day deadline
for a state’s choice of electors should be
changed to the new date for the electors’
meeting. And delivery of the electors’ votes
to Congress should be accomplished by any
rapid and secure method, not just by reg-
istered mail as is currently required.

Making the date, say, Jan. 3, would provide
an additional four weeks this year for an
unrushed review.

We should not be hamstrung by a redun-
dant and slow transmission scheme built for
an earlier time. The states should have the
maximum time, within the framework of the
existing November election date and the
Congressional counting date, to resolve any
contested elections. This time, the game
clock should not control the outcome.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO REDDEN
FAMILY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to pay tribute to the
Redden family from Gunnison, Colorado.
LeOna, Tom, Brett and Wendy represent two
generations of Gunnison cattle ranchers, and
are truly outstanding citizens of Colorado. |
would like to join my colleagues here today in
recognizing their tremendous achievements
before this body of Congress and this Nation.

As owners and managers of a 2000-acre
ranch outside of Gunnison, they have honored
their trade with distinction for over a century.
In addition to being ranchers, each has con-
tributed significantly to their community. Tom
Redden participates with the Gunnison County
Stock-growers’ Association, the Cattleman
Days committee, the Oddfellows, and the Elks
Lodge. He also presided over the Soil Con-
servation Board. LeOna Redden is a member
of the Rebeccas and is the state secretary of
the military branch of Oddfellows. In recogni-
tion of their service to the industry, the couple
was honored earlier this year as parade mar-
shals of the Cattleman’s Day parade.

Brett Redden and Wendy Hanson, grand-
children of the ranch’s founder, currently oper-
ate the ranch with the help of their respective
families. In addition to ranching, the two fami-
lies have contributed to their community and
the environment. Brett works at the local air-
port while Wendy works as the director of fi-
nance for the city of Gunnison. The pair have
also protected almost 1000 acres of land with
a conservation easement, and donated addi-
tional land to the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agri-
cultural Land Trust.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor the
Redden family for their longstanding commit-

ment to Gunnison and their contributions to
the environment and the citizens of Colorado.
It is with great pleasure to recognize them
today before this body of Congress and this
nation.

———

TRIBUTE TO COY J. HALLMARK
FOR RECEIVING THE 2004 AR-
THRITIS FOUNDATION HUMANI-
TARIAN AWARD

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Reverend Coy J. Hallmark of
Huntsville for receiving the 2004 Arthritis
Foundation Humanitarian Award. This award
is given annually to a person in the Huntsville
community who has displayed exemplary com-
munity leadership.

As an undergraduate at the University of
North Alabama, Reverend Hallmark received
his first pastoral appointment at a church in
Lexington, Alabama. After earning a Master of
Divinity Degree from Emory University, Rev-
erend Hallmark was commissioned as a chap-
lain in the United States Army in 1983. He is
currently a Lieutenant Colonel with the 279th
Signal Battalion in the Alabama National
Guard where he provides spiritual support and
supervision for the battalion chaplains in
Huntsville, Florence, Mobile and Ft. Lewis,
Washington.

In 1986, after returning from a military exer-
cise in South Korea, Reverend Hallmark be-
came an associate pastor at my church, the
First United Methodist Church of Huntsville, a
role he has served ever since. During his ten-
ure, the church has seen a large increase in
its membership and it has been more inclusive
and accessible.

In addition to his pastoral duties, Reverend
Hallmark has vigorously committed his time
volunteering for numerous community organi-
zations that promote the welfare of persons
with disabilities and provide them with access
to assistive technology devices and services
to increase independence in the home, school,
and work environments. This issue is close to
Coy’s heart. His daughter, Rachel was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy in 1982.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Hallmark has been
a well respected and thoughtful member of our
church and community for many years. On be-
half of the people of North Alabama, | con-
gratulate my friend, Coy Hallmark on being
named the 2004 Arthritis Foundation Humani-
tarian Award winner.

———

BAY COUNTY’S DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to honor the Bay Area Women’s Center
of Bay City, Michigan for their diligence and
dedication to educating the community on the
devastating effects of domestic violence and
for supporting numerous victims and their fam-
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ilies. The month of October is National Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month. On Tues-
day, October 5, 2004 the Bay Area Women’s
Center will host their annual vigil and aware-
ness walk to show and renew their commit-
ment to ending domestic violence.

As we enter into National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, | urge every community
leader, resident, and law enforcement officer
to come together and take a stance against
this hideous crime not just during the month of
awareness, but every day throughout the year.
Countless lives are lost and homes are broken
as result of this preventable crime. We as a
community must educate ourselves on the
warning signs. We must also be willing to alert
the authorities before a situation becomes vio-
lent. Domestic violence is prevalent in all com-
munities. It knows no status or ethnicity. This
is a vicious crime sweeping our Nation with
many victims too afraid or simply not aware
they are victims until it is too late. | am thank-
ful for the Bay Area Women’s Center, for they
are committed to helping people in crisis. They
hold true to their philosophy that every indi-
vidual maintains the right to live free of fear
and violence. Survival of organizations such
as this one is critical if domestic violence is to
be an issue of the past. We must support
these organizations and help them spread the
word that domestic violence will not be toler-
ated. During the month of October renew your
own commitment to stamping out domestic vi-
olence by first assuring that you or your loved
ones are not falling prey to this repulsive
crime.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
108th Congress to please join me in honoring
the Bay City Women’s Center for their tireless
efforts in promoting domestic violence aware-
ness and for providing a supportive, and non-
judgmental environment to those who have
become victims.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DOUG
SCHAKEL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to pay tribute to Doug
Schakel, a gifted teacher and coach from
Grand Junction, Colorado. Doug has been
coaching basketball at the high school and
college levels for over thirty-two years. During
that time, he has earned many accolades, and
has touched many lives in Colorado. This year
Doug has been inducted into the Rocky Moun-
tain Athletic Conference Hall of Fame, and |
would like to join my colleagues here today in
recognizing his tremendous achievements be-
fore this body of Congress and this Nation.

As a student at Central lowa University,
Doug began his journey to being one the most
successful collegiate coaches in Colorado his-
tory. There he played on their varsity basket-
ball team where he developed an interest in
coaching. After several years of coaching at
various high school programs, Doug eventu-
ally ended up as the head coach at Mesa
State College in 1978. During his eighteen
years as head coach, Doug led the team to an
impressive seven conference titles. He also
had the best overall record of any coach in the
history of Mesa State. In addition, Doug
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