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IN HONOR OF KATHERINE
EISENBERGER KEOUGH

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Dr. Katherine Eisenberger
Keough, who served with absolute distinction
as President of St. John Fisher College in
Pittsford, NY, and departed this life on Sep-
tember 25, 2004. American academia has lost
one of its most dedicated leaders, and the
communities of Pittsford and Rochester, NY,
have lost an exemplary leader and friend.

Since assuming the presidency in 1996, Dr.
Keough’s tenure at St. John Fisher College
was marked by progressive excellence and
committed leadership. As the first woman
president of a well respected college steeped
in religious traditionalism, Katherine Keough
ushered in a new and more prominent era at
the college; one that will long speak for her,
now that her own voice is silent.

Guided by Dr. Keough’s expertise and lead-
ership, St. John Fisher College has initiated
20 new graduate and undergraduate programs
and a new business school. Student enroll-
ment at the college at this time is very close
to double the number of students enrolled at
the time Dr. Keough took office. New buildings
are currently under construction at the college,
which will include Dr. Keough’s envisioned
School of Pharmacy, a new residence hall and
a new student center. Plans for these initia-
tives were in process at the time of Dr.
Keough'’s untimely demise.

While known for her stately and stoic per-
sona, and widely respected for her strict ad-
herence to personal and professional ethics,
Dr. Keough also possessed a kind and gen-
erous spirit. Her family and friends will long re-
member her as an extraordinarily giving indi-
vidual whose legacy will live on into infinity.

In the 1970’s when Dr. Keough’s husband,
William, visited the American Embassy in Iran
before his scheduled return to America from a
business trip abroad, he was seized by Iranian
rebels and detained as a hostage, along with
other unsuspecting Americans. After consider-
ation of all of the relatives associated with the
then American hostages in Iran, Dr. Katherine
Keough emerged as the individual who could
best articulate the thoughts and feelings of
American families of hostages to then Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter. Dr. Keough’s presentation
to President Carter was a poignant one that
assisted the President with bringing the hos-
tage situation to a peaceful and successful
conclusion.

Mr. Speaker, today it is my great privilege to
honor the life and profound works of Dr. Kath-
erine Eisenberger Keough. | wish to extend
my thoughts, prayers and deepest sympathy
to Dr. Keough’s son, Steven, her daughters,
Kathryn and Alyssa, her six grandchildren and
to her dear friends.
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HONORING MARJORIE BURNS
SHERRATT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Marjorie Burns Sherratt for her dedicated serv-
ice as an educator and advocate for students.
Ms. Sherratt retired from her position as Prin-
cipal of Alameda High School in Alameda, CA,
on July 1, 2004, having served 4 years. Her
retirement marks the culmination of an exem-
plary career in the field of education that
spans 34 years.

Ms. Sherratt is a lifelong resident of Ala-
meda, CA. She earned her B.A. from Cali-
fornia State University, Chico, and a M.A. in
School Counseling from the University of La-
Verne.

During her three decades of commitment to
education and prior to her tenure as Principal
of Alameda High School, Ms. Sherratt was a
teacher at Wood Middle School, Paden Ele-
mentary, Washington Elementary, Lincoln Mid-
dle School and Chipman Middle School. She
was a counselor at Wood Middle School, a
Head Counselor at Alameda High School, Dis-
trict Coordinator of Regional Occupational Pro-
grams and Principal of Alameda High School.
In addition to her years in the classroom and
administrative duties, Ms. Sherratt has also
served on numerous committees for youth and
educational advancement.

She has also served on boards of civic and
professional organizations, including Children’s
Hospital, Xanthos, Alameda Civic Light Opera,
where she was president and on the Board of
Directors during the Opera’s founding years.
Ms. Sherratt was honored by the P.T.A. with
two outstanding service awards. She is also a
member of the Alameda Boys and Girls Club
and the Alameda Girls Club.

Countless young people in the community of
Alameda have been guided, inspired, and en-
couraged by the care and concern shown
them by Marjorie Sherratt. | join Ms. Sherratt's
friends and admirers in commending her for
her illustrious record of accomplishments dur-
ing her career in the field of education and ap-
plaud her for her dedicated efforts.

TRIBUTE TO RANDY FRY (1954-2004)

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, the recreational
fishing community is mourning the loss of a
dear friend, Randy Fry of Auburn, California,
who died while free diving for abalone off the
Mendocino coast as a result of an attack by a
great white shark on August 15th. He had
often said that if he had to go, he wanted to
go in the water.

While the international media has focused
on the awful details of this tragedy, his friends
and fellow members of the Recreational Fish-
ing Alliance (RFA) choose to remember him
for his tireless dedication to the interests of
West Coast fisheries and recreational anglers
and divers everywhere. At the time of his
death, he was working full-time as the West
Coast Regional Director of the RFA.
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Randy Fry grew up in the Fresno area and
his dad, now deceased, was an insurance
salesman. His mother, Velora, lives in Auburn.
He leaves a brother and two sisters, an ex-
wife, a grown son and Natalie, his girlfriend he
wanted to marry.

He became involved in fisheries manage-
ment issues when he became concerned
about the diminished stocks of rockfish
(sebastes) and other nearshore groundfish
that are so important to recreational fishermen
in California.

Randy took the bull by the horns and start-
ed getting people organized to fight rec-
reational fishing closures. He seemed to know
everybody, and if he didn’'t know them person-
ally, he was buddies with someone who did.
He was a former SCUBA diving instructor who
led diving charters in the Philippines, and he
became an avid free-diving spearfisherman
who competed in club competitions. He was
active in the NorCal Skindivers Club and the
Central California Association of Dive Clubs
(CENCAL).

He had the perfect personality for this work:
he liked people, he was passionate about the
ocean and he loved to talk fish politics. He
was also always willing to make the sacrifices
necessary to get the job done. He was truly
one of a kind.

In 2003, Fry was appointed to a fishery
management panel on groundfish, which in-
cluded important species to the recreational
nearshore fishery. Randy was also instru-
mental in building support for the appointment
of Darrell Ticehurst, a private recreational an-
gler, to the Pacific Fisheries Management
Council (PFMC)—one of the eight regional
fishery management councils. He was a
champion for reasonable public access to pub-
lic resources and fair and equitable regulation
of recreational fishermen.

Randy went to bat for sportfishermen at
scores of meetings of government agencies.
Some of the issues Randy worked on include:

Building support for the “Freedom to Fish
Act” to prevent the implementation of arbitrary
no-fishing zones.

He bird-dogged the California Department of
Fish & Game over the use of license fees and
fishing tackle excise tax revenue, making sure
it was used in the best interests of fishermen.

He worked to introduce a bill to make com-
mercial-scale abalone poaching a felony in
California.

Randy sheltered low-impact fishing opportu-
nities, like bank angling and spearfishing, from
seasonal closures designed to protect shelf
rockfish species.

He worked to make “reasonable and satis-
fying” recreational fishing seasons a priority in
California management decisions.

Worked toward improving recreational catch
data systems, to replace the failures of the
past.

Worked to keep the National Marine Sanc-
tuaries out of fishing regulations.

On a personal level, Randy was a fun guy
to be around. He was a storyteller and a joke-
ster. He loved to fish for salmon, dive with a
spear gun or go bird hunting. He was a realist,
and one of his favorite phrases when he had
to deliver bad news about next year’s fishing
regulations was, “I'm just tellin’ ya how the
cow eats the cabbage.” He was an excellent
public speaker who wasn’'t afraid to criticize
the California Fish & Game Commission when
necessary, but he always tried to turn his op-
ponents into friends. He didn’t have a mean
bone in his body.
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Randy was one of those all-American striv-
ers who attended seminars on salesmanship
and negotiating skills back when he was a real
estate broker and contractor. He was an avid
reader and was constantly honing his skills to
be a more effective and knowledgeable rep-
resentative. He brought many disparate fishing
groups together in consultation on important
decisions, yet he was able to take charge
when necessary and show leadership in times
of crisis.

A few days before the “Fish Fry for the RFA
at Noyo Harbor,” Randy’s friend Jim Martin
left a message on Randy’s phone saying that
he needed a pep talk because of some set-
backs he had. A few minutes later he called
back and said:

“Oh, Cowboy Up, Pardner.”

Jim busted out laughing. It was perfect
Randy: short, sweet and to the point. It was all
the pep talk he needed. Four words, and
Randy set him straight.

Randy Fry was a warrior, a champion for
the ocean and fishermen everywhere. He is
sorely missed by his family, friends and col-
leagues.

——————

HONORING THE SWORMVILLE FIRE
COMPANY AND THE DEDICATION
OF THEIR NEW FIRE HALL

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize
the Swormville Fire Company on the occasion
of the dedication of their new fire hall.

The Swormville Fire Company has bravely
served the citizens of East Amherst, NY, since
its incorporation in 1918. The company was
founded by a local resident named William
Smith, and originally consisted of fifteen mem-
bers. In 1937, the company completed work
on a fire hall, the fire hall that would serve as
headquarters until earlier this year.

Today, sixty-seven years after that fire hall
was built, the company boasts over one hun-
dred members and a top-notch volunteer fire-
fighting operation—so it is fitting that the com-
pany should have a new, top-notch fire hall
from which to run their operations. Working to-
wards this end, we were able to secure fed-
eral funding of more than $130,000 for the
company last June. Swormville’s brand new
fire hall, erected on the same site as their pre-
vious one, will serve both the company and
the community well. This new, 16,500 square
foot facility includes five apparatus bays, an
emergency communications room, a training
facility, a records storage room, and even a
weight room.

Since 1918, the Swormville Fire Company
has provided a vital service to the community.
East Amherst would clearly not be what it is
without them. We owe them a debt for grati-
tude for all they have done over the years,
and wish them all the best as they continue to
selflessly serve the community in their new fire
hall.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that this Congress join
me in recognizing the Swormville Fire Com-
pany and celebrating the dedication of their
new fire hall.
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HONORING HURST MAYOR
WILLIAM SOUDER

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. William Souder, retiring Mayor
of Hurst, Texas, for his outstanding service to
the local community for the past 32 years.

Mayor Souder is a lifelong resident of Hurst
and a direct-descendant of the city’s founder,
William L. Hurst. Like his relative, Mayor
Souder has taken a decisive role in shaping
the direction of the community for well over a
quarter century.

Mr. Souder, a former banker, served as the
first Postmaster to the city of Hurst. Prior to
becoming Mayor he devoted 5 years serving
as a city councilman. In 1980, Mr. Souder was
elected Mayor of Hurst and has since served
an impressive 12 consecutive terms.

As Mayor, Mr. William Souder has improved
the lives of those living and working within the
community. Under his leadership, 90 percent
of the Hurst’s facilities have been constructed
or remodeled in a manner that allowed the city
to incur zero debt. He has also played impor-
tant roles in a whole host of progressive
projects including the Northeast Mall renova-
tion which has secured the city’s financial se-
curity for many years into the future.

Mayor William Souder’s positive impact has
extended well beyond the immediate Hurst
area through his involvement in the National
League of Cities, Texas Municipal League,
and U.S. Conference of Mayors.

It has been my distinguished honor to work
alongside Mayor Souder for the improvement
and development of Hurst, Texas. His leader-
ship and kind heartedness will be missed. Bill,
his wife Dodie, and the entire Souder family
have my best wishes and prayers for the fu-
ture.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on the evening of September 13 and the
morning of September 14, | was attending the
funeral services of Richard Langevin, the fa-
ther of our colleague Congressman JAMES
LANGEVIN, and was unable to vote on rollcall
votes 441-450.

| respectfully request the opportunity to
record my position on rollcall votes Nos. 441,
442, 443, 444, 445, 446, 447, 448, 449, and
450.

It was my intention to vote “aye” on rollcall
vote No. 441, “aye” on rollcall vote No. 442,
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 443, “no” on rollcall
vote No. 444, “no” on rollcall vote No. 445,
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 446, “aye” on rolicall
vote No. 447, “aye” on rollcall vote No. 448,
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 449, and “no” on
rolicall vote No. 450.
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MOKELUMNE RIVER FEASIBILITY
STUDY

SPEECH OF

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 2004

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to speak in
favor of H.R. 4045. In San Joaquin County,
California, water supplies are being depleted.
The region suffers from highly significant
groundwater overdraft and saline intrusion.
This bill provides a much needed solution to
this growing problem.

H.R. 4045 authorizes $3 million in federal
funding to complete studies that will examine
additional surface water supplies, and improve
water supply reliability and environmental pro-
tection for the Bay-Delta Region.

The project’s multi-year evaluation would in-
volve the participation and cooperation of a
wide range of regional stakeholders and would
provide information important to statewide
water resource and environmental protection
efforts.

Areas that will be aided by this bill include
Stockton, Lodi, Lockeford, Clements, Water-
loo, Farmington, Linden, Wallace, Camp Seco
and Valley Springs.

A clean, safe water supply is essential to
sustain our growing communities. Mr. Speak-
er, | urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

———

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS
HOME LOAN ACT OF 2004

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing the Native American Veterans Home
Loan Act of 2004. This Act will extend the Na-
tive American veteran housing loan pilot pro-
gram until December 31, 2008.

The VA pilot program provides direct home
loans to eligible Native American veterans
who wish to purchase, construct, or improve a
home on Native American trust lands. This ex-
tension will allow more veterans living on trust
lands to take advantage of this important ben-
efit, which is scheduled to expire on Decem-
ber 31, 2005.

Since its inception of the pilot program in
1992, the VA has made more than 400 direct
loans to Native American veterans, which can
be used to purchase, construct, or improve a
home on Native American trust land. The VA
direct loans are generally limited to either the
cost of the home or $80,000, depending on
which is less.

For a veteran to be able to participate in this
program, the veteran’s tribe must have en-
tered into a Memorandum of Understanding,
MOU, with the VA. To date, the VA has en-
tered into MOUs with a total of 68 Native
American tribes and Native Groups throughout
the country. VA field personnel have con-
ducted outreach with the following tribes in
South Dakota: Cheyenne River Sioux, Crow
Creek Sioux, Lower Brule, Oglala Lakota
Sioux, Rosebud Sioux, Sisseton-Wahpeton
Sioux, Standing Rock, and the Yankton Sioux.
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