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| am committed to sensible tax relief for the
middle class, but | am also concerned about
our national debt. With a national debt of more
than $7.3 trillion, each additional dollar the
government spends or uses for a tax cut must
be paid back by future generations. This bill
adds nearly $150 billion to the debt over ten
years. | would have preferred that these tax
cut extenders be offset by either reducing the
tax cuts for the tiny fractions of Americans
who earn more than $1 million per year or by
cutting federal spending. Unfortunately, the
majority has done neither. This is not fiscal
leadership, and this explains why a record sur-
plus of just 4 years ago has turned into a
record deficit today.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
supporting H.R. 1308, the Working Families
Tax Relief Act to provide needed relief to
Rhode Islanders. However, | also urge a more
fiscally responsible approach when dealing
with tax cuts and spending to ensure future
generations are not left with the bill.

———

IN HONOR OF FIRST LIEUTENANT
TYLER BROWN

HON. DENISE L. MAJETTE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. MAJETTE. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | rise today to honor a true
patriot for his heroic courage under fire—Lieu-
tenant Tyler Brown.

Lieutenant Brown, who was from Atlanta,
Georgia, made the ultimate sacrifice on Sep-
tember 14, 2004, when he gave his life in
service to our country while on duty with the
United States Army in Irag. His untimely and
unfortunate passing serves as a reminder that
freedom comes at a terrible cost, and that we
all live in a free land because so many like
Tyler have died to protect those cherished
freedoms.

Although Lieutenant Brown was with us but
for an all too brief time on this earth, he will
forever remain in the hearts of the family and
friends who so dearly loved him. The example
he set by his service, by his devotion, and by
his loyalty to his country will, like a beacon,
shine a ray of light through the darkness to
show the way for all those who follow in his
footsteps.

I’'m confident that, by answering his nation’s
call to service, Lt. Brown understood all too
well that he, like so many other brave men
and women, could be thrust into harm’s way
in the pursuit of peace and liberty and the pro-
tection of freedom. These are perilous times,
and events taking place throughout the world,
even within our own borders, have sharpened
our focus on the grave dangers around us.
Yes, Lt. Brown understood the nature of his
service, and stepped forward proudly to rep-
resent the best that is within us. With great
admiration and respect, we honor him today.

In spite of the tears that are flowing, and the
sharp pain residing deep within us, may we be
comforted by the knowledge that Tyler is now
safely in God’s hands, that he has been wel-
comed home with a warm, secure and loving
embrace.

| offer my condolences to his family and
friends. We all share your grief; we all mourn
your loss. My prayers are with you.
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JOE SKEEN FEDERAL BUILDING
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, last week the
House approved H.R. 3734, which would des-
ignate the federal building located at Fifth and
Richardson Avenues in Roswell, New Mexico,
as the “Joe Skeen Federal Building.” Naming
this building after our late colleague would be
a tremendous honor to his memory and his
family, and | strongly support this legislation to
accomplish that goal.

Representative Skeen was a dedicated pa-
triot who answered the call of his country by
joining the Navy and the Air Force Reserves.
He built his life on helping people, serving his
neighbors and fellow citizens in the New Mex-
ico State Senate before being elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives as a write-in
candidate in 1980. He served in this venerable
body for 22 years, the longest-serving Member
of the House from New Mexico. He was re-
spected by his colleagues and loved by his
constituents for being honest, caring, and
hard-working.

| had the privilege of serving with Joe for 20
years in Congress, and | am proud to have
been his friend. | remember many conversa-
tions | had with Joe over the years. He spent
much of his time on this floor sitting in the
“Florida corner,” delighting us with his won-
derful sense of humor and thoughtful opinions.
He is greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, Joe’s death from Parkinson’s
disease in December 2003 may have closed
the book on a life characterized by unfailing
public service, but it did not extinguish his
memory, which lives on in the hearts of his
family, his friends, and the Members of this
body. The “Joe Skeen Federal Building” will
stand as a testament to the great New Mexi-
can who served his constituents and the peo-
ple of the United States so tirelessly for many
decades. | thank my colleagues for honoring
Joe by approving H.R. 3734.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
CESAR HERNANDEZ

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the memory of Cesar
Hernandez.

Cesar died on July 5th of this year at age
61. His contribution to New Mexico lives on.
Cesar was publisher of the Spanish language
newspaper, La Razon.

With a circulation of 17,000 copies, Cesar's
newspaper is a major source of news and in-
formation for the substantial Spanish-speaking
population of New Mexico.

This newspaper’'s importance to the popu-
lation it serves is difficult to over-emphasize.
We live in an era of news up-to-the minute
and always available, but to a person who
reads or understands primarily Spanish, the
sources of information are often rare or incom-
plete. La Razon fills that gap and offers its
readers valuable, practical information for their
day-to-day lives.
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Cesar’s family will never forget the day they
became New Mexicans, because it was Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Cesar started his newspaper
one week later. Cesar logged decades of ex-
perience in radio and newspaper, and got his
start in Chicago, lllinois. Today, his work goes
on in New Mexico under the direction of his
wife, Antoinette, and his family.

In 3 years, Cesar contributed much to his
adopted state, New Mexico. As his daughter
Leslie put it, “My father loved the newspaper.”
We’re proud to recognize Cesar Hernandez,
and we honor his memory and contribution to
New Mexico.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF WOMEN ATHLETES AT
THE 2004 SUMMER OLYMPICS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues and its leaders, Congress-
women SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO, GINNY
BROWN-WAITE and HILDA L. SoLls and myself,
to honor the amazing achievements of the
women athletes at the 2004 Olympics in Ath-
ens, Greece. In particular, | want to celebrate
the success of the United States Women’s
Soccer Team, who made us proud by winning
a gold medal at the 2004 Olympics, beating
Brazil 2—1 in overtime, on August 26, 2004.

I would especially like to recognize Julie
Foudy and Brandi Chastain, our honored
guests for a Congressional Caucus for Wom-
en’s Issues reception today, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2004, celebrating the accomplish-
ments of female U.S. Olympic athletes. As
Captain and 16-year veteran of the U.S. Wom-
en’s National Team, Julie Foudy is one of the
most influential athletes in the United States.
Through the end of 2003, she had started in
229 of the 239 games in which she appeared,
including all six of the world championship
events played by the U.S. women. And if that
was not impressive enough, she scored in all
four of the Women’s World Cup tournaments.
Her teammate, Brandi Chastain, another long-
standing player on the U.S. Women’s Soccer
Team, provided one of the greatest moments
in the history of sports with her penalty kick on
the USA’s fifth shot in the 1999 Women’s
World Cup Final at the Rose Bowl.

These women have become some of the
most famous athletic role models on earth.
They have taught our children that if you work
hard and you believe in yourself, you can ac-
complish anything. Indeed, these women are
helping to fundamentally change perceptions
about athletics. It is no surprise that our little
girls look up to these strong, motivated women
for inspiration. But to also see little boys wear-
ing jerseys emblazoned with the names of
their favorite women players is a wonderful
sight. The accomplishments of this generation
of women athletes demonstrates the profound
impact that Title IX has had on increasing op-
portunities in sports for women and girls. Title
IX, part of the Education Amendments of 1972
requiring that public schools and colleges pro-
vide equal educational and athletic opportuni-
ties for girls and women, has unquestionably
been a tremendous success. The members of
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the U.S. Women’s Soccer team have been
tireless advocates for Title IX. Their efforts
have helped the Women’s Caucus and our
male colleagues to preserve and strengthen
this historic law.

It is important for girls to have every oppor-
tunity to succeed, especially when it comes to
athletics. That is why the leadership of the
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues
has introduced H.R. 4994, the High School
Athletics Accountability Act. This bill will re-
quire schools to report to the Department of
Education basic data on the number of female
and male students in their athletic programs
and the expenditures made for their sports
teams. Currently high schools are not required
to disclose any data on equity in sports, mak-
ing it difficult for schools and parents to en-
sure fairness in athletics programs. Better in-
formation can help high schools and parents
of schoolchildren foster fairness in athletic op-
portunities for girls and boys.

As a testament to the power of these
women, their fan appreciation tour, which
kicks off in Rochester, on September 25, sold
out all 14,000 seats in just minutes. | have in-
troduced a bill in Congress, H. Res. 373,
which supports the re-establishment of the
Women’s United Soccer Association (WUSA).
Hopefully, some day the WUSA will return, to
give every amazing female soccer player the
professional athletic opportunities in the United
States they so deeply deserve.

Thank you to all the women Olympic ath-
letes for transforming the lives and attitudes of
today’s young women, and for those of gen-
erations to come. We all know that girls who
compete in sports perform better in school,
are physically healthier and have a stronger
self-esteem. Our girls have learned that sweat
is sexy, brawn is beautiful and a little dirt
never hurt anyone. You have truly given us all
a whole lot more to celebrate, work hard for
and dream about.

———

HONORING LARRY AND MARIE
DANNER, EXEMPLARY COMMU-
NITY ACTIVISTS

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor two
outstanding individuals, Larry and Marie Dan-
ner, for their outstanding civic contributions to
Alameda County, California. They have been
involved with their community work for over 35
years.

Larry Danner began his career in 1965 as a
police officer with the Fremont Police Depart-
ment where he worked for nine years before
joining the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) Po-
lice Department. He retired in 1994 as a Com-
mander and second in command of the BART
Police Department. Larry was instrumental in
the growth of BART’s security system. The
system developed into a full-fledged Police
Department that required 90 college credits for
employment.

Marie Danner is a California State Certified
Trial Court Interpreter and has been sole pro-
prietor of Contreras Court Interpreters for over
35 years in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Marie and Larry have been involved in nu-
merous projects. They have worked together
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as well as single-handedly to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others. Marie is most
proud of her work as a board member of the
Hispanic Community Affairs Council of Ala-
meda County, an organization that raises
$100,000 in scholarships yearly for Hispanic
students. For over twenty years, Marie was a
commissioner for the Fremont Sister Cities
Commission. She was one of the first women
to join the Rotary Club and was one of the
first women to serve on the Board of Directors
of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. She is
the former chair of the National Women'’s Po-
litical Caucus and the Hispanic Community Af-
fairs Council Scholarship Fund.

Larry was among the founders of Fremont
Babe Ruth Baseball, Inc. and helped with
fundraising to build the Fremont Senior Cen-
ter. He is former vice-president and current
treasurer of the American G.l. Forum, and was
the project director and designer for the U.S.
flag monument at Fremont's Veterans Park.

On October 1, 2004, Larry and Marie Dan-
ner will be honored by SAVE (Shelter Against
Violent Environments) for their outstanding
work to raise domestic violence awareness in
the community. Larry served on SAVE’s board
of directors for six years. Larry and Marie con-
tinue to work tirelessly to support SAVE and
many other organizations in their community.
Their many years of advocacy and service are
exemplary and | join all who admire their good
works in expressing appreciation for Marie and
Larry Danner’s contributions.

—

HONORING DIANE DEVALT AS SHE
IS RECOGNIZED WITH THE USO’S
2004 SPIRIT OF HOPE AWARD

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize one of my constituents, Diane
Devalt of Stratford, CT. On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, Diane was awarded the USO’s an-
nual Spirit of Hope Award, which is named for
the late actor-comedian Bob Hope. The Spirit
of Hope Award was created by President Clin-
ton in 1997, and its first recipient was Bob
Hope, in whose name the award is given. With
so many of our troops serving in harm’s way,
| believe that this award has special signifi-
cance this year.

Diane earned this award for her service as
key volunteer coordinator of the 1st Truck Pla-
toon, Naval-Marine Corps Reserve Center in
New Haven. It is a job she took in 2001 and
took on new significance when her son, Cor-
poral Daniel Gorton was deployed to Iraq for
six months last year. Mr. Speaker, Diane is a
full-time fifth-grade school teacher in Stratford.
She took this task on in July 2001 with no for-
mal training and immediately turned the pro-
gram completely around. According to her ci-
tation, Diane took over a family readiness pro-
gram that was virtually non-existent and made
“significant contributions during a full-scale
Mobilization, Activation and Deployment.”

Among Diane’s most important responsibil-
ities as the unit's key volunteer coordinator
was to train volunteers to serve as an emo-
tional support system for the families of Ma-
rine reservists deployed overseas. She con-
ducted pre-deployment briefs for Marines and
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their families, and organized Family Day
events for families with loved ones serving in
Iraq.

Over the past year, | have met with many
families whose loved ones serve in the Na-
tional Guard or Reserve Corps and are de-
ployed in the war on terror or in Iraq. | can tell
you that a strong network of emotional support
for the families back home, makes it much
easier for our troops abroad to do their work
successfully.

Mr. Speaker, Diane is an extraordinary
woman who has joined some extraordinary
company. By earning this award, Diane joins
the ranks of Walter Cronkite, former astronaut
and U.S. Senator John Glenn, actress Ann
Margret and former President George H.W.
Bush. | congratulate her for receiving this
award, and | thank her for outstanding work in
support of our men and women in uniform.

——
HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL  NA-
TIONAL COMPETITION WINNERS,
FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DIS-

TRICT OF NEW MEXICO

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
the following students of Highland High
School, with the aid of their teacher, Steve
Seth, have received the Unite Five award at
the national finals of the We the People: The
Citizen and the Constitution program. This
event took place in Washington, DC, where
the students competed against classes from
all over the country and achieved the highest
award through their demonstration of a com-
plete and comprehensive knowledge and un-
derstanding of the ideals and values of the
American constitutional government.

Influencing over 26.5 million students from
elementary to high school, the competition is
a simulation of an actual congressional hear-
ing, in which students have the opportunity to
speak as constitutional experts before a panel
of judges.

History does not happen in the past, we are
experiencing it now. These students, by way
of their knowledge and outstanding achieve-
ment, have demonstrated their knowledge and
understanding of our Constitution and the im-
portant role our founders played in the struc-
ture of our government. They have a strong
foundation for citizen involvement in my com-
munity and in our country.

| am both proud and honored to recognize
these students and their teacher not only for
their achievement, but for their hard work and
dedication to something so important.

Highland High School Students: Michael
Alberti, Celina Baca, Desirae Brown, Aaron
Blackwell, Kenyon Bradley, Christina Davis,
Rachel Fredman, Iris Garcia, Lucy Gilster,
Kegan Godbey, Kori Higgins, Randall Holt,
Kelsey Jackson, Samuel Martinez, Carri
Pence, Roshoan Ross, Collin Joseph Spears,
Deann Lynn Torres, Barbara Wilson, Cas-
sandra Wilson, James Williams, and Ashlee
Wright.
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