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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CATHOLIC CHAR-
ITIES OF MONROE COUNTY

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Catholic Charities of Monroe
County in honor of its 50th anniversary.

The Catholic Charities of Monroe County,
which is located in my district, began in 1952
under the leadership of Joseph O’Connor, and
was incorporated into the Archdiocese of De-
troit in September, 1954. Since its inception,
the organization has touched many individuals
with their education, health and human serv-
ices programs.

In their 50 years of service, the Catholic
Charities of Monroe County assisted over
142,000 individual requests. The adoption pro-
gram they created in 1959 placed approxi-
mately 800 children with adoptive families.
Catholic Charities started numerous coun-
seling programs for separated families, senior
citizens, and substance abuse treatment and
prevention. Additionally, they helped offenders
in the criminal justice system, as well as es-
tablished services for runaways. Other serv-
ices included the Local Migrant Program,
Head Start, Early Childhood Education, and
at-risk youth and adult programs. Through
these various programs, one theme is steadily
apparent: the Catholic Charities of Monroe
County has consistently come to the aid of
those most in need.

The Catholic Charities of Monroe County
continues to make much needed contributions
to their community, and with recent successful
fundraisers will do so for many years to come.
Indeed, through the dedication of this humani-
tarian agency, Monroe County is a better
place to live and work.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all of my colleagues
join me in commending the Catholic Charities
of Monroe County on providing 50 years of ex-
emplary service to the Michigan community
and in wishing them many more years of suc-
cess.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SECURE
DOMESTIC CONTAINER PARTNER-
SHIP ACT OF 2004

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to ask for unanimous consent to address
the House for 5 minutes.

| want to bring to the attention of this Con-
gress, legislation that | have introduced
today—The Secure Domestic Container Part-
nership Act of 2004.

This legislation directs the Secretary of
Homeland Security to create a pilot program
that encourages shipping handlers to seal
empty shipping containers after they have un-
packed them.

Under this pilot program, the Secretary may
authorize a shipper, cargo carrier, freight for-
warder, terminal operator, port authority, or
labor organization that is a qualified container
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handler to secure under a seal approved by
the Secretary, a shipping container that is
emptied by the person.

It is my strong belief that this program,
when fully implemented, will do so much for
securing our supply chain, reducing conges-
tion around our ports and intermodal centers
while offering our shippers the opportunity to
actively participate in securing our home front,
our economic supply chain, our transportation
infrastructure, and most importantly our com-
munities.

Last month in response to the 9/11 Com-
mission Report, the Maritime and Coast Guard
Subcommittee took testimony from panelists
responding to the Commission’s findings and
directives.

A scenario, presented to our committee that
characterized ‘“cargo containers as a poor
man’s missile,” struck me as all too real. In
southern California, the ports of Long Beach
and Los Angeles imported 68,000 containers a
week in 2003. Combine exports and imports
for 2003 and you have 125,000 containers
that come in, out and through the most popu-
lous region in the country with 17 million resi-
dents and growing—and with many high risk
targets. Our streets, our communities, our rail
infrastructure at any time are supporting full
and empty containers.

Containers are as common in southern Cali-
fornia as lawyers are in Washington, DC. Look
around you and you will know what | mean.

Now, if a container were to be com-
promised, empty or full, it would call into ques-
tion the integrity of all containers on our high-
ways and railways that travel along our entire
transportation infrastructure and throughout
our communities.

Placing a seal on an empty container is a
cost effective commonsense solution that fur-
ther strengthens the partnership between the
shipping community and the Department of
Homeland Security against the on-going war
on terrorism.

Specifically, | would recommend that the
Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism
or C-TPAT administer this program.

This initiative, under the Customs and Bor-
der Protection Doctorate at the Department of
Homeland Security, has a proven track record
of doing great things with securing our supply
line.

Through the C-TPAT initiative, Customs
has been working in partnership with compa-
nies and carriers involved in importing goods
into the United States.

Companies are asked to assess the
vulnerabilities of their supply chains and to
work with Customs to address any vulner-
ability.

In short, the C-TPAT initiative is the equiva-
lent to the trusted traveler program for goods
that the FAA is currently implementing for pas-
sengers.

The C-TPAT initiative would be an excellent
partner and | would encourage the Secretary
to take my recommendation.

Like the C—TPAT initiative, the pilot program
created by enactment of The Secure Domestic
Container Partnership Act of 2004 would be
purely voluntary on the part of shippers.

This is a win/win for business, our transpor-
tation system, and our communities.

| ask my colleagues to strongly support the
“The Secure Domestic Container Partnership
Act of 2004.”
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HONORING THE CONGRESSIONAL
CONFERENCE ON CIVIC EDUCATION

HON. JIM GIBBONS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, our founding
fathers knew that the vitality of our democracy
was contingent on an informed and enlight-
ened citizenry. That is why we must promote
quality instruction and teacher preparation in
the field of civic education.

On September 20-22 of last year the first
annual Congressional Conference on Civic
Education was launched. During the con-
ference, state delegations were created to
enact specific local policies designed to re-
store the civic mission of our schools.

| would like to recognize Judith Simpson,
the facilitator of the Nevada delegation for her
leadership in working to design an action plan
to improve civic education in our State.

Nevada was one of six States that were
awarded the $150,000 Campaign for the Civic
Mission of Schools Grand from the Carnegie
and Knight Foundations. Civic education is on
the move in Nevada.

| look forward to the success of the Nevada
civic education delegation and its participation
at the second annual Congressional Con-
ference on Civic Education on December 4-6
of this year.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRIAN BAIRD

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Chairman, on Wednesday,
September 22, 2004, | was unable to partici-
pate in legislative business because | was at-
tending the funeral of a close friend. Had |
been present for legislative business on Sep-
tember 22, 2004, | would have voted “yea” on
final passage of H.R. 5025, the Fiscal Year
2005 Transportation, Treasury and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE OGLALA
SIOUX TRIBE ANGOSTURA IRRI-
GATION PROJECT REHABILITA-
TION AND DEVELOPMENT ACT

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to introduce the Oglala Sioux Tribe
Angostura lIrrigation Project Rehabilitation and
Development Act. This legislation authorizes
much-needed efficiency improvements to the
irrigation facilities at the Angostura Unit, a
Federal Bureau of Reclamation dam on the
Cheyenne River in South Dakota. These im-
provements will restore critical water re-
sources and promote economic development
on the nearby Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

This bill provides important resources to the
citizens of South Dakota and the Lakota peo-
ple of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. It
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authorizes funds to carry out the Bureau of
Reclamation’s recommended improvements to
the irrigation facilities at the Angostura dam.
The dam provides substantial economic bene-
fits to many South Dakotans. It provides irriga-
tion to 12,218 acres of land which benefits
ranchers and agricultural producers in the
area, and it supports an important recreational
boating and fishing industry which is enjoyed
by many of our citizens.

Until now, however, the Angostura dam has
failed to provide any of these economic bene-
fits to the members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe
who live just 20 miles downstream of the dam
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. The
Oglala Sioux Tribe has long relied on the re-
sources provided by the Cheyenne River,
which forms part of the northern boundary of
its reservation. Long before the dam was con-
structed as part of the Pick-Sloan Missouri
River Basin Project, the Tribe relied on the
river as an important economic resource.
Since it was completed, however, the dam has
taken an enormous toll on the Tribe. The dam
curbed the Cheyenne River's natural flow, re-
ducing water quality on the Reservation, di-
minishing natural riparian habitats, adversely
impacting fish and wildlife and forcing impor-
tant Tribal agricultural enterprises to shut their
doors.

The bill implements the Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s preferred alternative in its revised water
management plan for the Angostura Unit,
which calls for improved efficiencies in irriga-
tion operations that will free up additional
water resources for both existing water users
and the Tribe. In addition, the legislation would
authorize the creation of a trust fund to com-
pensate the Tribe for the devastating eco-
nomic impacts and loss of natural resources
caused by the operation of the dam. The fund
will be used to promote economic and infra-
structure development on the Pine Ridge In-
dian Reservation and enhance the education,
health and general welfare of the Oglala
Lakota people.

The bill is a companion to S. 1996, which
was introduced by Senator DASCHLE on De-
cember 9, 2003 and is co-sponsored by Sen-
ators JOHNSON and INOUYE. S. 1996 was re-
cently reported favorably to the Senate by the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

| hope that my distinguished colleagues will
take up and pass this legislation quickly. It will
allow all of us in South Dakota to better use
our natural resources, while keeping our sol-
emn commitment to deal fairly and honorably
with the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the Lakota
people of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
| ask for your help and support in moving it
forward.

HONORING GREG RENKER
HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
great pleasure to honor an individual that has
been awarded the Electronic Retailing Asso-
ciation’s (ERA) 2004 Lifetime Achievement
Award. This award is given to individuals who
have been instrumental in shaping the elec-
tronic retailing industry and who have elevated
the significance and stature of both direct re-
sponse and the association.
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Mr. Greg Renker is a founding principal of
Guthy-Renker, an infomercial studio that has
evolved into one of the world’s largest tele-
vision response-driven companies. Mr. Renker
is personally responsible for productions, new
business development and business affairs,
and, with partner Bill Guthy, supervises the
overall direction of the company.

As a founder of ERA and an industry pio-
neer, Advertising Age magazine named Mr.
Renker to its “Marketing 100” list for his
achievements in the direct response television
industry. In addition, Mr. Renker has been
spotlighted by Fortune Magazine on its list of
“America’s Smartest Young Entrepreneurs”
and also was honored as one of Inc.’s “Entre-
preneurs of the Year.” Currently, he serves as
a permanent Chairman Emeritus of ERA and
is active in a multitude of industry-wide initia-
tives.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Greg Renker on
his successes and on his dedication to the
electronic retailing industry. | know that he will
continue to be a strong presence in both the
industry as well as in his local community. |
wish him all the best in his future endeavors
and congratulate him on this well-deserved
award.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF WOMEN ATHLETES AT
THE 2004 SUMMER OLYMPICS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the amazing achievements of the
women athletes at the 2004 Olympics in Ath-
ens, Greece. In particular, | want to celebrate
the success of the United States Women’s
Soccer Team, who made us proud by winning
a gold medal at the 2004 Olympics, beating
Brazil 2—1 in overtime, on August 26, 2004.

Every woman on the Olympic soccer team
deserves our recognition and congratulations:
Shannon Boxx, Brandi Chastain, Joy Fawcett,
Julie Foudy, Mia Hamm, Angela Hucles, Kris-
tine Lilly, Kristin Luckenbill, Kate Markgraf,
Heather Mitts, Heather O’Reilly, Cindy Parlow,
Christie Rampone, Cat Reddick, Briana Scur-
ry, Lindsay Tarpley, Aly Wagner, and Abby
Wambach.

These women have become some of the
most famous athletic role models on earth.
They have taught our children that if you work
hard and you believe in yourself, you can ac-
complish anything. Indeed, these women are
helping to fundamentally change perceptions
about athletics. It is no surprise that our little
girls look up to these strong, motivated women
for inspiration. But to also see little boys wear-
ing jerseys emblazoned with the names of
their favorite women players is a wonderful
sight.

The accomplishments of this generation of
women athletes demonstrates the profound
impact that Title IX has had on increasing op-
portunities in sports for women and girls. Title
IX, part of the Education Amendments of 1972
requiring that public schools and colleges pro-
vide equal educational and athletic opportuni-
ties for girls and women, has unquestionably
been a tremendous success. The members of
the U.S. Women’s Soccer team have been
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tireless advocates for Title IX. Their efforts
have helped the Women’s Caucus and our
male colleagues to preserve and strengthen
this historic law.

It is important for girls to have every oppor-
tunity to succeed, especially when it comes to
athletics. That is why the leadership of the
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues
has introduced H.R. 4994, the High School
Athletics Accountability Act. This bill will re-
quire schools to report to the Department of
Education basic data on the number of female
and male students in their athletic programs
and the expenditures made for their sports
teams. Currently high schools are not required
to disclose any data on equity in sports, mak-
ing it difficult for schools and parents to en-
sure fairness in athletics programs. Better in-
formation can help high schools and parents
of schoolchildren foster fairness in athletic op-
portunities for girls and boys.

As a testament to the power of these
women, their fan appreciation tour, which
kicks off in Rochester, on September 25, sold
out all 14,000 seats in just minutes. | have in-
troduced a bill in Congress, H. Res. 373,
which supports the reestablishment of the
Women’s United Soccer Association (WUSA).
Hopefully, some day the WUSA will return, to
give every amazing female soccer player the
professional athletic opportunities in the United
States they so deeply deserve.

Thank you to all the women Olympic ath-
letes for transforming the lives and attitudes of
today’s young women, and for those of gen-
erations to come. We all know that girls who
compete in sports perform better in school,
are physically healthier and have a stronger
self-esteem. Our girls have learned that sweat
is sexy, brawn is beautiful and a little dirt
never hurt anyone. You have truly given us all
a whole lot more to celebrate, work hard for
and dream about.

———

HONORING DEDICATION OF
FRANKLIN PARKER PRESERVE

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the New Jersey Conservation
Foundation’s official dedication of the Franklin
Parker Preserve—the largest, private land ac-
quisition in our state on Friday, September 24,
2004.

The 9,400-acre Franklin Parker Preserve in-
cludes 1,500 acres of reservoirs and thou-
sands of acres of wetland and upland forests,
including 600 acres of Atlantic white cedar
swamp, and serves as a critical link in con-
necting state-owned forests.

The Preserve has exceptional habitat for na-
tive and endangered species including bald
eagle and the Pine Barrens tree frog.

The site will be named in honor of Franklin
E. Parker lll, the first Chair of the Pinelands
Commission from 1979 to 1988, who has
been a long-time supporter of environmental
causes throughout the country, our state and
my Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating New Jersey Con-
servation Foundation, Franklin Parker, and so
many individuals and groups that have made
the Parker Preserve a reality.
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