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impression that he has endorsed all of these
increases to the VA budget. In fact, the Presi-
dent has requested only about a 25 percent
increase in appropriated funding over 5 years;
the remainder has come from funding added
by Congress and from increased collections of
copayments from veterans.

Keep in mind that during the same period,
the number of veterans entering the VA health
care system grew by almost 50 percent. Addi-
tionally, medical inflation (which VA forecast at
five percent per year) increased by seven to
eight percent per year. The total average an-
nual increases of eight percent over the five
budget cycles in question still have required
VA to take dramatic action to continue to de-
liver health care services to veterans. In addi-
tion to halting enroliment for tens of thousands
of veterans with incomes as low as $25,000
who might not be able to afford private health
insurance, VA has proposed elimination of
nursing home care for all but the most se-
verely service-disabled veterans.

Moreover, the President has actually op-
posed Congressional efforts to add funds to
the VA health care system. On July 26, 2002,
Congress authorized $275 million to address
the costs of caring for VA’s higher priority
groups—service-connected and low-income
veterans and those in need of specialized
services. The President failed to designate
these funds as emergency spending pursuant
to the Balanced Budget Act, so the additional
resources Congress sought to provide, which
would have remained available to the agency
throughout fiscal year 2003, were sacrificed.

The Bush Administration also objected to
Congressional attempts to add $1.3 billion for
veterans’ health care in the FY 2004 Emer-
gency Supplemental for Iraq and Afghanistan
Security and Reconstruction Bill. Joshua
Bolten, Director of the White House Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) wrote to
House and Senate appropriators on October
21, 2003: “The Administration strongly op-
poses these provisions that would allocate an
additional  $1.3 billion for VA medical
care . . .”

A second Bush term would likely create an
even more difficult funding environment for
veterans’ programs. OMB guidance leaked to
the Washington Post this spring indicated that,
for fiscal year 2006, the White House would
require VA to identify $910 million to cut from
its fiscal year 2005 budget request for discre-
tionary programs—primarily, medical care,
construction, and research.

The President also told the VFW: “We've
reduced the large backlog of disability claims
by about a third; we will reduce it even fur-
ther.”

Again, not so and not likely. When President
Bush assumed office in January 2001,
278,334 veterans’ disability claims were await-
ing a VA rating decision. As of August 21,
2004, there were 330,380 disability claims
awaiting a rating decision. The one-third re-
duction claimed by President Bush is not sup-
ported by VA’s own data.

| am concerned that the Bush Administra-
tion’s emphasis on productivity as a goal in
itself, has actually been harmful to veterans.
Veterans need a timely accurate decision
when they apply for benefits. In an effort to
meet production goals, | have found veterans
rated on the basis of inadequate medical ex-
aminations which do not fully address the im-
pact of a veteran’s disability on his or her abil-
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ity to function. It is tempting for well-meaning
VA employees under pressure to reduce the
backlog to decide the claim rather than send-
ing the examination back to correct the defi-
ciencies.

One measure of accuracy is the marked in-
crease in veterans’ claims pending at the
Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA). When
President Bush assumed office, 87,291 ap-
peals were pending. As of August 14, 2004,
there were 149,222 appeals pending. With in-
creasing frequency, BVA continues to send
claims back for evidence which should have
been obtained before the claim was decided.

The prospect for the future is even worse.
Despite increasing numbers of claims for serv-
ice-connected compensation from the current
wars in Irag and Afghanistan as well as past
conflicts, the Bush Administration fiscal year
2005 budget calls for 289 fewer full-time em-
ployees to handle disability compensation
claims than were on the rolls in 2003. Cutting
employees who decide these claims at a time
when the number and complexity of claims is
increasing does a great disservice to veterans.

The misdirection in the President's speech
continued: “For more than a century, federal
law prohibited disabled veterans from receiv-
ing both their military retired pay and their VA
disability compensation. Combat-injured and
severely disabled veterans deserve better. |
was proud to be the first President in over 100
years to sign concurrent receipt legislation.”

Considering his threats to veto it, his party’s
vehement objections to it, and the behind-
closed-doors Republican “compromise” that
excludes two-thirds of those eligible and
forces the rest to wait 10 years to receive full
benefits, “proud” seems an odd choice of
words.

“We're getting the job done in Washington,
D.C.,” said the President to the VFW. Earlier
this year, VFW then-Commander-in-Chief Ed-
ward S. Banas, Sr., gave his own assessment:
“The President ignored veterans in the State
of the Union Address and with [the] release of
his 2005 budget, it is further evident that vet-
erans are no longer a priority with this admin-
istration . . . the American people will not tol-
erate this shoddy treatment of America’s vet-
erans, especially at a time of war.”

—

RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL F.
CANTWELL IN HONOR OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an individual who | am fortunate
enough to call a dear friend, Mr. Michael Cant-
well. Mike, who started his career as an Ap-
prentice Steamfitter in 1960, will be retiring
this week, leaving behind a legacy of public
service and dedication to working families
throughout the great State of New Jersey.

As a longtime union member and leader,
Mike has tirelessly devoted his efforts and
time to countless State, county and municipal
organizations. For the past 44 years, he has
served proudly, as a member of the United
Association of Plumbers and Pipefitters,
Locals 236 and 9. Currently, he serves as
Local 9’s business manager, financial sec-
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retary-treasurer. As a staunch supporter of
worker’s rights and active union member and
leader, Mike currently serves as the vice presi-
dent of the New Jersey State AFL-CIO and
the New Jersey State Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council. He is also a member of
the New Jersey Joint Labor-Management
Committee and the New Jersey Alliance for
Action.

In addition, Mike is president of the New
Jersey State Association of Pipe Trades, and
the Mechanical Trades Council of New Jersey.
He also chairs the Plumbers and Pipefitters
Local Union No. 9 Joint Apprenticeship Com-
mittee, as well as the Trustees of the Edu-
cation Fund—UA/Air Conditioning and Refrig-
eration Contractors Association of New Jer-
sey.

For the past 17 years, Mike has proudly
served on the Mercer County vocational Tech-
nical School Board, and his civic responsibil-
ities also include his service on the New Jer-
sey State Employment and Training Commis-
sion Executive Committee and the Mercer
County Planning Board.

An avid golfer, and proud father of 4, Mi-
chael, Lee, Barbara and Patrick, and grand-
father to Luke and Eric, Mike has been mar-
ried to his wife Lynne for the past 44 years.
A true friend, and ardent supporter, Mike has
been invaluable to my reelection efforts over
the years. | have profound admiration and re-
spect for Mike, and | am certain that his best
years have yet to come. | wish Mike and his
family the best that retirement has to offer and
| extend my heartfelt praise and gratitude for
all that he has done.

——————

VIDEO VOYEURISM PREVENTION
ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 2004

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, | wish to ex-
press my strong support for passage of S.
1301, the Video Voyeurism Prevention Act. |
wish to thank Chairman OXLEY, Senator
DEWINE, Senator SCHUMER, as well as Chair-
man SENSENBRENNER and Ranking Member
CONYERS for their work on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately video voyeurism
has become a rapidly growing national prob-
lem. With the development of the Internet and
miniature camera technology, anybody can
now readily invade the privacy of another by
secretly videotaping or photographing others
and putting those compromising images on
the Internet. We all regularly see pop up ad-
vertisements on the Internet for new miniature
camera technology. Undoubtedly this tech-
nology is being used by many “Peeping
Toms” to spy on others. It is time that Con-
gress takes a stand against the growing mis-
use of these new technologies.

S. 1301, the Video Voyeurism Act makes it
illegal for anyone on federal property to cap-
ture an improper image of another under cir-
cumstances that clearly violates the privacy of
that individual. It is my hope that this legisla-
tion will spur individual states to follow suit
and update their criminal codes to ensure that
their citizens are similarly protected from video
voyeurism in areas under state jurisdiction.
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Mr. Speaker, every American has a funda-
mental right to privacy that should be pro-
tected from intentional, unwanted incursion. S.
1301, the Video Voyeurism Prevention Act
takes an important step towards updating our
nation’s privacy protections for a new genera-
tion of video and camera technology. | support
passage of this legislation.

DOCTORS FOR DESIGNATED
DRIVING

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize the achievements of Doctors for
Designated Driving which is putting one of
President George W. Bush’s guiding prin-
ciples—compassionate conservatism—into
practice.

Doctors for Designated Driving is a group of
physicians dedicated to working with the hos-
pitality industry and other groups to promote
the role of the designated driver. The group
recognizes cooperating partners for their com-
mitment to public safety through publicity and
recognition awards including the “Platinum
Key of Life.”

| am proud that the Jacksonville Jaguars, to-
gether with the National Football League and
the Techniques for Effective Alcohol Manage-
ment (TEAM) Coalition, are supporting the
designated driver programs during the 2004
season with a special incentive. This year
Alltel Stadium—home of the Jacksonville Jag-
uars and host of Super Bowl XXXIX—encour-
ages responsibility by providing fans a des-
ignated driver booth program where partici-
pating patrons receive free non-alcoholic
drinks. Fans who register to be a designated
driver will pledge not to drink alcohol, will drive
their friends and family home safely, and will
ensure that everyone always buckles up. At
the end of the season, the TEAM Coalition
and the Jacksonville Jaguars will select one
designated driver to represent the team at
Super Bowl XXXIX. The selected designated
driver will receive two tickets to the game and
hotel accommodations.

| want to commend my friend, Dr. Howard
Forman, for his work in founding Doctors for
Designated Driving. With our strong support, it
is my hope that Doctors for Designated Driv-
ing will be successful in the promotion of des-
ignated drivers throughout the nation.

———

RECOGNITION OF ROBERT MAR-
QUETTE, NEWLY ELECTED DI-
RECTOR ON THE BOARD OF THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNIONS

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Bob Marquette, the president and
CEO of Members 1st Federal Credit Union,
headquartered in Mechanicsburg, PA, on his
recent election to the Board of Directors of the
National Association of Federal Credit Unions,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

NAFCU. Bob has been a vocal supporter of
credit union issues at both the state and na-
tional levels.

Bob’s election to the NAFCU board is just
one more in a long list of accomplishments
that has spanned more than 30 years of serv-
ice in the credit union movement. Bob serves
on the board of directors for both the Credit
Union Campaign for Consumer Choice and
the Pennsylvania Credit Union Foundation.
Additionally, Bob serves on the Philadelphia
Fed’s Credit Union Advisory Council. Bob is a
tireless advocate of the credit union movement
and | am sure he will serve NAFCU, and the
entire credit union community, well in his new
position on the board of directors.

Under Bob’s management Members 1st
FCU has continued to flourish. Today, Mem-
ber's 1st has 15 branches serving more than
93,000 Pennsylvanians living and working in
the south central region of the State.

It is because of the good work of Bob and
others like him that the credit union movement
enjoys the success it has today. As the Presi-
dent/CEO of Members 1st, Bob has focused
on ensuring his members receive helpful, per-
sonal service that caters to the needs of indi-
vidual members and their financial goals. Such
service is the hallmark of the credit union
movement and Members 1st has exemplified
that philosophy under Bob’s tenure as presi-
dent. | wish Bob good luck in his new role as
a member of the NAFCU Board of Directors.

—————

CALLING FOR THE SUSPENSION
OF SUDAN’'S MEMBERSHIP ON
THE UNITED NATIONS COMMIS-
SION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

SPEECH OF

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 2004

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to support S.
Con. Res. 137, calling for the suspension of
Sudan’s membership on the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights. For nearly 20
months now, there have been atrocities in
Darfur, Sudan. The group that have been
committing  these  killings are called
“Janjaweed.” The Janjaweed are a Sudanese
government sponsored militia group.

There is a creditable amount of testimony to
confirm that the Sudanese government have
been using the Janjaweed as an extension of
their military to forcible remove the Black Afri-
cans in Darfur from their land. The Janjaweed
have been linked to brutal executions, rape,
pillage and burning of villages.

Recently, the Secretary of State had no
choice but to acknowledge the genocide pub-
licly. He has returned to the UN with a new
resolution calling for sanctions if Khartoum re-
fuses to disarm militias in Darfur and to allow
more African Union soldiers in to monitor.

We are aware that there are American com-
panies with interest in Sudan but principles
must come before profits.

| rise to ask all Members to join us and call
for Sudan’s membership on the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights to be re-
voked and | unequivocally support this
resolution.
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A TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
TONY L. CORWIN, U.S. MARINE
CORPS

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is
with pleasure that | rise today to recognize
Major General Tony L. Corwin, United States
Marine Corps. Major General Corwin has
served as the Legislative Assistant to the
Commandant of the Marine Corps for the last
five years.

Many Members of Congress and their staffs
have come to know General Corwin as an ex-
ceptional spokesman for the United States
Marine Corps. His straightforward approach
and extensive knowledge of programs and
policy have been of great benefit to the U.S.
Congress, and our national security.

Through the effective communication efforts
of General Corwin, the U.S. Congress has
been kept fully informed of the crucial pro-
grams vital to the success of America’s force-
in-readiness: the United States Marine Corps.
These important programs include, the Joint
Strike Fighter (JSF), the V—22 program, the
Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle (EFV), the KC-
130J, the Maritime Prepositioned Force (Fu-
ture), initial issue of gear for the individual Ma-
rine, LHD-17, LHA (R). General Corwin is
thoroughly knowledgeable on all of these pro-
grams.

General Corwin has provided Congress with
vital information regarding the purchase of the
Blount Island Maritime Prepositioning port fa-
cility, and why it is vital to the United State’s
national security. As a result of his efforts, the
House has agreed to provide $115 million to
acquire this property. In his role as lead liaison
with the Marine Corps, General Corwin has
overseen the responses to more than 25,000
congressional inquiries made to House and
Senate Members. His responses have always
been timely, accurate, and professional.

The Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Cen-
ter at Twentynine Palms—the Corps’ largest
base—is in my district, and | receive numer-
ous requests from Marines, and their family
members on a myriad of issues. General
Corwin and his superb staff have helped me
provide top-notch service for these defenders
of our Nation.

General Corwin is known for his in-depth
knowledge of the legislative issues and oper-
ational requirements of the Marine Corps. But
he is also greatly respected as a dedicated
leader and officer who possesses a deep and
abiding passion for what it means to be a Ma-
rine. He has an unquestionable devotion to
duty, impeccable integrity, absolute sound
character and is a consummate professional.
Through his assignment as the Legislative As-
sistant to the Commandant, General Corwin
has served the Congress and our Nation ex-
traordinarily well.

As Chairman of the Defense Subcommittee
of the House Appropriations Committee, |
have had invaluable insights and great appre-
ciation for the caliber of General Corwin’s
work. He sets a high standard for others to
emulate. | wish General Corwin and his wife,
Thanya, and their wonderful family continued
success in their future endeavors. Many
thanks, General Corwin. Our Nation benefits
from your outstanding leadership.
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