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the natural resources in the Middle East can 
be used to help advance President Bush’s 
stalled Greater Middle East Initiative. 

[From the Financial Times, June 4, 2004] 
EARMARK REGIONAL ASSETS FOR MIDEAST 

PEACE 
(By Steven R. Rivkin) 

Palestinian and Israeli claims for lost 
properties unsettled for more than five dec-
ades can still be remedied through sufficient 
compensation. 

That’s what an American friend of mine re-
ceived after the US Army pulled a truck up 
to his idyllic New Mexico home early in the 
second world war and removed his family so 
the property could be used as a weapons de-
velopment laboratory. His parents got a 
monthly cheque, enabling him to become 
well educated, live a comfortable life, and 
make worthy contributions to the US. 

And that’s precisely the type of assurance 
for individual Palestinians that Jordan’s 
King Abdullah II has now asked of the White 
House, once President George W. Bush acqui-
esced when Ariel Sharon ruled out a ‘‘Right 
of Return’’ to the Israeli heartland. 

There’s a simple, just, and pragmatic way 
to launch compensation that the Middle East 
‘‘peace process’’ has yet to appreciate: 
Recognise that there are rich regional re-
sources lying fallow since the break-up of 
mandatory Palestine that could be ear-
marked to settle outstanding claims. 

Clearly delineated stakes in the region’s 
strategic wealth could be pledged up front as 
collateral for individual recoveries. This 
would ease qualms over whether reparations 
would ever be paid and promote confidence 
that other impediments to peace can fairly 
be resolved too. 

A lot of economic value resides in at least 
three regional advantages untapped since 
1948: 

Trans-Israel transport of goods and com-
modities to and from Jordan and beyond. 
Transit via Israel’s ports and networks of 
roads and rail (themselves legacies from the 
Mandate) could expand mineral production 
(potash and phosphates) in the Arab hinter-
land and trigger significant economic growth 
in the desert kingdom. An Israeli ‘‘land 
bridge to Jordan’’ would set off significant 
efficiencies in world commerce, by passing 
the Suez Canal. 

What is more, the British built a petro-
leum pipeline in the 1930s from Mosul, Iraq, 
to the Mediterranean at Haifa, which has not 
functioned since Israel’s independence. If re-
stored now, this pipeline could provide criti-
cally needed, added security for exporting 
Iraqi oil to western markets. 

A large natural gas field recently discov-
ered in the Mediterranean off Gaza, Egypt, 
and Israel could fuel electricity production, 
habitation, and manufacturing in all three 
areas and beyond. 

In each case, idle resources could be made 
to earn substantial and growing revenue for 
owners, investors, and lenders. If claimants 
for reparations were firmly recognised as eq-
uity owners, dividends could be paid to them 
out of revenue. Were ownership rights 
‘‘securitised’’, some owners could ‘‘cash out’’ 
whenever they decided to sell their equity to 
third-party investors. 

Israel’s current control over these assets is 
of minimal worth until regional co-operation 
is assured. Yet the real value of these dor-
mant assets can be far greater if they bring 
a conclusive settlement within reach. So the 
loss would be merely conjectural, over-
whelmingly offset by long-term gains 
through conciliation and many more eco-
nomic opportunities that would surely un-
fold. 

For Palestinians, recovery of a productive 
share in what they could see as their historic 

patrimony would be psychologically fitting 
and a spur to regional stability, offsetting 
longing for specific properties lost long ago. 
Israel, Palestine, and their Arab neighbours 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria could all 
look forward to regional prosperity based on 
indigenous resources—positioned like my 
New Mexico friend when he lost his home in 
1942, only to find the courage, supported by 
the means, to live a full and productive life. 
Israel could consider turning key selected 
assets over to a third-party trustee—say a 
corporation chartered and guaranteed by the 
US or European Union under protocols speci-
fying that individual shares held in the 
names of eligible claimants will start paying 
dividends as soon as earnings flow (rather 
like preferred stock). Once currently unused 
assets have been earmarked, Israel’s neigh-
bours might be much less reluctant to ini-
tiate co-operative development projects. 

Having moved this one critical grievance 
up and out of the queue, negotiators could 
turn to other key issues—borders, Jeru-
salem, water rights, even limited repatri-
ation whether or not production gets going 
right away. 

If the assets transferred wind up being lu-
crative, astute international mediation and 
private entrepreneurship will have removed 
a prominent barrier to reconciliation that is 
not only real but innately personal. Then, 
the natural workings of global capital and 
commodity markets could, over time, top up 
the monetary restitution. 

This is an issue better taken up imme-
diately rather than left any longer to fester 
just in time to give new impetus to Mr 
Bush’s stalled ‘‘Greater Middle East Initia-
tive.’’ 

This writer is a lawyer in Washington, DC. 
From 1961–65 he worked for the White House 
Staff & Office of Science & Technology. 
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LANCASTER AREA SENIOR 
SERVICES PUT QUALITY FIRST 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2004 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate an important event in my dis-
trict coming up on Wednesday, September 29, 
an event I would have been eager to attend 
but for my duties here in the Capitol on that 
important session day. 

On that day, residents and staff of sixteen 
not-for-profit Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities in my district will gather together 
for a ceremonial joint signing of a pledge to 
participate in Quality First, a nationwide, pro-
fession-wide effort to ‘‘raise the bar’’ on quality 
and on achieving a process of continuous im-
provement. 

These sixteen communities, large and small, 
constitute L.A.S.S., which stands for Lancaster 
Area Senior Services. Together, they serve 
more than 10,000 seniors and 7,000 employ-
ees and have made a commitment to work to-
gether to explore ways to address trends and 
services that will enhance the quality of life for 
their residents. 

Part of that commitment was the decision to 
take part in Quality First. All 16 members of 
L.A.S.S. are also members of PANPHA, their 
300+ member state association of nonprofit 
housing and service providers, and of AAHSA, 
their national Association of Homes and Serv-
ices for the Aging. AAHSA launched Quality 
First in 2002, along with other provider asso-

ciations, to make a commitment to earning 
public trust and to helping older adults and 
their families live to their fullest potential. Par-
ticipation in Quality First is a way to prove to 
a doubting public, a critical media and a skep-
tical legislature that the profession is com-
mitted to quality and constant quality improve-
ment. 

The AAHSA/PANPHA version of Quality 
First to which the L.A.S.S. members have 
committed includes 10 Elements of Quality: 
commitment; governance accountability; lead-
ing-edge care and services; community in-
volvement; continuous quality improvement; 
human resources development; consumer- 
friendly information; consumer participation; 
research findings and education; and public 
trust and consumer confidence. 

They in turn are based on seven core prin-
ciples: continuous quality assurance and qual-
ity improvement; public disclosure and ac-
countability; patient/resident and family rights; 
workforce excellence; public input and com-
munity involvement; ethical practices; and fi-
nancial stewardship. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the 
boards, trustees, and executive staff of the 
L.A.S.S. communities on their decision to par-
ticipate in Quality First. As I indicated earlier, 
it is unfortunate that I cannot attend the com-
memoration, but I am pleased to be able to 
mark the event to my colleagues by way of 
these remarks. 

The continuing care retirement communities 
comprising Lancaster Area Senior Services 
are: Brethren Village, Calvary Fellowship 
Homes, Ephrata Manor, Fairmont Homes, 
Garden Spot Village, Homestead Village, Inc., 
Landis Homes, Luthercare, Masonic Village, 
Mennonite Home Communities, Moravian 
Manor, Quarryville Presbyterian Retirement 
Community, Saint Anne’s Home, Tel Hai Re-
tirement Community, United Zion Retirement 
Community, and Willow Valley Retirement 
Communities. 
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RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL CAP-
TIONING INSTITUTE’S QUARTER 
CENTURY OF ACHIEVEMENT IN 
CLOSED CAPTIONING AND RE-
LATED MEDIA ACCESS TECH-
NOLOGIES 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 14, 2004 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as the co- 
chair of the Congressional Public Broadcasting 
Caucus I am introducing a bipartisan Congres-
sional Resolution to recognize the achieve-
ments of the National Captioning Institute 
(NCI) in providing closed-captioning services 
and other media access technologies to Amer-
icans who are disabled by hearing loss and/or 
vision loss, or who are limited by their inability 
to read or master English as a second lan-
guage. Given that communication delivery sys-
tems such as television and, more recently, 
the Internet, play an absolutely essential role 
in American society, the proposed Congres-
sional Resolution salutes NCI’s quarter cen-
tury of progressive development in bringing 
media access technologies to the American 
people. NCI’s stated mission is improving ac-
cess to communications for all, and this Reso-
lution supports the organization’s laudable ef-
forts. 
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The National Captioning Institute was found-

ed in 1979 as a nonprofit corporation with the 
mission of ensuring that deaf and hard-of- 
hearing people have access to television 
through the technology of closed captioning. 
Prior to this time, captioned television was of-
fered on an extremely limited basis, and the 
captions were ‘‘open’’, resembling subtitles, an 
obtrusive system roundly rejected by broad-
casters and audiences alike. NCI pioneered 
the closed-caption technology in which cap-
tions could be accessed through special de-
coder units. This revolutionary solution made it 
possible for both hearing and hearing impaired 
audiences to enjoy television programming at 
the same time, and made the goal of acces-
sible television a reality. Since the first, nation-
ally broadcast closed captioned television pro-
grams appeared in 1980—an event so mo-
mentous that it was announced by the White 
House and made international headlines—tens 
of millions of deaf and hard-of hearing Ameri-
cans have been able to access television for 
entertainment and news content every day. 

With the anniversary of September 11, 2001 
this past week, we are reminded of the special 
importance of captioned television in the case 
of national emergencies. On that terrible day, 
NCI’s dedicated captioners remained on the 
air for countless hours over a period of several 
days, captioning in real time the event and its 
harrowing aftermath for millions of Americans 
who, without NCI’s work, would not have been 
able to fully comprehend the attacks and their 
profound impact. 

It is estimated that more than 100 million 
Americans benefit from captioned program-
ming. These audiences include 28 million peo-
ple who are deaf or hard-of hearing; children 
and adults learning to read; and those learning 
English as a second language. Hearing and 
non-hearing audiences are most likely to use 
closed captioning in their homes, although the 
system is embedded throughout today’s soci-
ety in public spaces such as bars, gyms and 
airports. As part of NCI’s commitment to pro-
viding media access to everyone, NCI is mak-
ing great advances in the development and 
application of described video technology, a 
service that provides an audio description of 
the visual elements of video programming for 
people who are blind or have low vision, which 
is an audience of more than 14 million people. 

The span of NCI’s perseverance and dedi-
cation extends far beyond technology for our 
televisions. NCI established the Nation’s only 
free consumer help desk for communications 
access issues where citizens may pose ques-
tions on topics such as the availability of cap-
tioned programming, how to resolve problems 
with displaying captions, accessibility of closed 
captions with digital cable and high definition 
television, and the availability of closed cap-
tions in Spanish and on DVDs and home vid-
eos. 

In addition to its technologic achievements, 
NCI recently took the lead on auditing how the 
entire captioning industry is performing. It 
commissioned the field’s first study to evaluate 
the quality, availability and use of the Nation’s 
captioning services in order to improve per-
formance throughout the entire captioning in-
dustry. 

In light of all of the above achievements, I 
look forward to working with my colleagues to 
pass this bill and demonstrate our support for 
the National Captioning Institute’s dedication 
to improving media access to millions of our 
fellow Americans. 

CONDEMNING TERRORIST AT-
TACKS AGAINST RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 13, 2004 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from California, Mr. ROYCE, as well as 
Chairman HYDE and Mr. LANTOS from the 
International Relations Committee, for bringing 
this resolution before us today. 

In recent weeks the world watched in shock 
and horror as terrorists brought down two 
Russian aircraft and detonated a deadly bomb 
at a Moscow train station. Russia is no strang-
er to the global war on terror; still the devasta-
tion and timing of these attacks were notable 
and shook the confidence of the Russian peo-
ple. 

But nothing prepared the world for the un-
speakable act that was perpetrated in Beslan 
beginning the morning of September 1. On 
their way to the celebrate the first day of 
school, more than 1,100 schoolchildren, par-
ents and teachers were taken hostage by ap-
proximately 30 armed terrorists. These inno-
cent men, women and children were 
inhumanely held with no food or water for 
more than 52 hours, and their treatment at the 
hands of these terrorists was savage and 
cruel. 

Tragically, the siege ended in a hail of bul-
lets and series of explosions. In the end more 
than 355 innocent hostages were killed, in-
cluding 156 children. Nearly 200 persons still 
remain unaccounted for amid the rubble of the 
school. 

Let there be no mistake. These were not the 
actions of rebels or freedom fighters; these 
were the despicable and abhorrent acts of ter-
rorists. As the Russian people attempt to 
come to terms with their loss and cope with 
the anguish inflicted by these loathsome indi-
viduals, may they find comfort in knowing they 
are in the thoughts and prayers of the Amer-
ican people. 

Mr. Speaker, the heart-wrenching scenes of 
parents frantically searching for missing chil-
dren, or mourning the loss of their children 
have steeled the resolve of the United States 
to stand with the people of Russia, and re-
dedicate ourselves to rooting out these cow-
ardly terrorists from every corner of the world. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO BERNADETTE 
GRAY 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2004 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to announce that one of my constituents has 
been given the inaugural Outstanding Case-
worker of the Year award. Bernadette Gray’s 
service was crucial in creating collaboration 
between Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) and the Arapahoe County Human 
Services. 

Through a unanimous decision by the staff 
members of both organizations, the Out-
standing Caseworker of the Year award was 

created specifically for Ms. Gray. The award is 
the first of its kind in the 20–year history of 
CASA. Collaboration between the two organi-
zations helps both to meet the needs of the 
families and children that they serve. Berna-
dette has worked tirelessly on child advocacy 
cases; building coalitions between volunteers, 
parents and children to ensure the children 
are best served and protected. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Bernadette Gray for 
her valuable work. She has set a new stand-
ard in the field of casework and has proved 
her self to be a valued asset to the county 
government. I wish her all the best in her fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALEX 
MEHRAN, CORPORATE LEADER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2004 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join me 
today in saluting Alex Mehran, who will be 
named Corporate Leader of the Year for 
Contra Costa County at the AFL–CIO’s Labor- 
2-Labor dinner in my congressional district on 
September 17, 2004. Mr. Mehran earned this 
honor due to his continued leadership within 
our community on such issues as housing, 
transportation and the creation of quality jobs 
for America’s working families. 

As President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Sunset Development Company, Alex has built 
the largest, most diverse business center in 
the San Francisco Bay region. That develop-
ment, Bishop Ranch, contains over 350 com-
panies that employ over 30,000 people. In 
order to provide the housing and transpor-
tation choices these employees, and others 
throughout the region, need, Alex Mehran has 
provided dynamic leadership on a number of 
initiatives to address these issues. 

As Chairman of the Contra Costa Economic 
Partnership he has helped to create a unique 
collaboration of public and private partnerships 
to promote economic development strategies 
that support a higher quality of life for the re-
gion’s residents. 

Alex has shown his commitment to making 
the ‘‘American Dream’’ available to all of our 
community’s residents by creating learning op-
portunities for immigrant workers at his job 
sites so they can gain the English skills need-
ed to fully participate in our society. 

For our system to truly work, we must have 
corporate leaders like Alex Mehran who un-
derstand our great society’s health depends 
on each of our hard-working residents having 
the opportunity to enjoy the quality of life we 
all work so hard to create. 
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR 
FREEDOM IN HONG KONG 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 13, 2004 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, the results of the 
elections in Hong Kong on September 12 
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