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HONORING THE LEGACY OF CHIEF
JUSTICE JOHN MARSHALL

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. | rise today in
strong support of the resolution to honor the
United States’ fourth Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Marshall by issuing 400,000
commemorative coins for the 250th anniver-
sary of his birth. Chief Justice Marshall served
in each of the three branches of government
and, as the fourth Supreme Court Justice, was
one of the most influential forces in building
the federal government as we know it today.

John Marshall began his service to our
country as a member of the Continental Army
under George Washington. He fought along-
side Washington in battles in New Jersey,
New York, and Pennsylvania and endured the
harsh winter at Valley Forge. After the war Mr.
Marshall became a lawyer and began his polit-
ical career. He was elected to the Virginia
House of Delegates and then to the U.S. Con-
gress as the Representative from the Rich-
mond District in Virginia. His superior under-
standing of the law earned him the position of
Secretary of State under the Adams’ Adminis-
tration. It was from here where he rose to
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

It was in the Supreme Court that John Mar-
shall made the greatest contributions to Amer-
ican history. Having served for 34 years, Chief
Justice Marshall remains the longest serving
Chief Justice. He has offered over 500 opin-
ions and presided over such landmark cases
as McCulloch v. Maryland and Marbury v.
Madison, which established the power of judi-
cial review and was the first decision to de-
clare an Act of Congress unconstitutional. The
opinions delivered from the Marshall Court
have shaped the basic fundamentals of the
legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
government.

| believe that Chief Justice John Marshall’s
life-long legacy should be recognized. There-
fore, |1 urge my fellow Members to vote with
me in support of H.R. 2768 and honor Justice
Marshal as one of the most influential figures
in American history.

——

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JUDGE H. A. TAYLOR

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Circuit Court
Judge H. A. Taylor who died on May 21, 2004
at the age of 63 in Little Rock.

Judge Taylor was originally from Jefferson
County and had an impressive career which
spanned over the course of three decades.
Graduating from Pine Bluff High in 1958,
Judge Taylor went on to earn his bachelor of
science and his law degree in 1965 from the
University of Arkansas. Judge Taylor was
elected to office in 1975 to the 2nd Division
Circuit Court Judge for the 11th Judicial Dis-
trict West, serving Jefferson and Lincoln coun-
ties for 29 years.
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Judge Taylor had a distinguished military
career, serving in the Vietham War and earn-
ing both the Bronze Star and Army Com-
mendation Medals.

| am deeply saddened by Judge Taylor's
death and offer my heartfelt condolences to
his wife, Marcy Taylor. His legacy will live on
through the lives he touched and by those
who knew him and counted him as a friend.

———

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4766) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2005, and for other purposes:

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, | rise in favor of
H.R. 4766. While | intend to vote for this bill,
| support my friend and colleague, JOHN PE-
TERSON’s request that conferees work to in-
crease the producer value added grants pro-
gram and the rural broadband loans program.
These two programs are extremely important
to the future of rural areas like those found in
my district of western Wisconsin.

Furthermore, | strongly urge conferees to do
more to meet the funding needs of voluntary
conservation programs that serve farmers and
ranchers while also helping to improve soil,
water and air quality, and provide critical wild-
life and fish habitat.

Farmers and ranchers, especially those
from regions who may not benefit from the es-
timated $130 billion in crop subsidies, rely on
U.S. Department of Agriculture conservation
assistance to provide much-needed financial
support as well as meet critical environmental
challenges.

Unfortunately, this bill would set a $1.01 bil-
lion limit on the environmental quality incen-
tives program—compared to a FY2005 level of
$1.2 billion set in the farm bill. Likewise, the
farmland protection program is set at $112
million, $13 million less than the budget re-
quest. Lastly, the wetlands reserve program
will enroll 175,000 acres, which are 25,000
less than prescribed in the farm bill.

| am pleased, however, that this bill rejects
the Bush administration’s proposed sharp cuts
in natural resources conservation service pro-
grams. It will provide $993 million for the five
NRCS conservation programs, $176 million
more than the administration’s request.

Secondly, | appreciate that the Appropria-
tions Committee acted on the request made
by myself and other members of the Congres-
sional Sportsmen’s Caucus Chronic Wasting
Disease taskforce in providing $18.589 million
in aid to states’ fight against CWD—a fatal
neurological disease found amongst our Na-
tion’s populations of wild and captive cervids.
I’'m particularly pleased to note $1.75 million
will go directly to Wisconsin, which has been
especially hard hit by this devastating disease.
These federal funds are crucial to help au-
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thorities continue to monitor this deadly dis-
ease in order to avoid future outbreaks.

RECOGNIZING RICK GONZALES, SR.
FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE
AND DEDICATION TO HIS COM-
MUNITY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to commend the service of Rick
Gonzales, Sr., who has been a respected
community leader in Yolo County for more
than 50 years.

Rick Gonzales was born in Saguache, Colo-
rado in 1919 and raised in Elko, Nevada.
Drafted into World War I, he served in Oki-
nawa during the Pacific campaign. After being
discharged he settled in San Francisco where
he attended barber school and met Angela
Duran. In 1949 they married and moved to
Woodland, California, where they operated
several barbershops and raised four sons, La
Verne, Garry, Rick Jr. and Jerry.

Rick Gonzales founded the Pan American
Club, an organization that gave Latino youth
an opportunity to play sports and attend social
activities. Rick Gonzales has served on nu-
merous boards and commissions that advo-
cate for the youth and disenfranchised in the
community. As a result of these efforts, he
twice received the Yolo County Bar Associa-
tion’s Liberty Bell award. He is the only indi-
vidual to be honored twice.

Rick is one of the founders of the Mexican
American Concilio of Yolo County. In 1983 the
Concilio started its annual dinner-dance to rec-
ognize individuals who have made a contribu-
tion to the Latino community. Now a signature
community event, the Concilio’s dinner-dance
provides a growing number of scholarships
and awards to students and adults throughout
Yolo County.

Over the years Rick Gonzales endured in-
sults and recriminations but his commitment to
justice prevailed. His work helped to increase
diversity in the local workforce. On June 22,
2004, in recognition of his service, the Yolo
County Department of Employment and Social
Services was named for Rick Gonzales. The
dedication plaque reads, “Rick Gonzales has
dedicated his life to giving a voice to the poor
and disenfranchised of Yolo County and en-
suring equal opportunities for all.”

Mr. Speaker, Rick Gonzales Sr. has had a
far-reaching and enduring impact on his com-
munity. His outstanding leadership and com-
mitment to community service has significantly
benefited the people of Woodland and has
contributed to making Yolo County the vibrant
and culturally rich community that is it today.
It is appropriate that we acknowledge him
today.

HONORING PFC WESLEY SWANSON
HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 14, 2004
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a true American hero, Private First
Class Wesley Swanson of Greeley, Colorado.
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In 1999, Wesley graduated from Greeley
West High School and soon after attended
Aims Community College as well as the Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado. After the tragedy
of September 11, 2001 Wesley signed up for
the University of Northern Colorado Reserve
Officer Training Corp.

Wesley joined the Army and was sent over
to Iraq in October of 2003. While in Iraq, he
served as a 21 Bravo Combat Engineer. His
mission was to clear an area for vehicles and
troops by using high explosives.

While Wesley was in Balad, which is about
30 miles north of Baghdad, a bomb exploded
and a suicide bomber rammed into his
HMMWYV vehicle, knocking Wesley off of the
gun position on top. He was taken to the hos-
pital for treatment of torn muscles and liga-
ments in his neck and shoulder.

Since then, Wesley has spent the past sev-
eral months at Fort Carson with his wife, Jen-
nifer, who is pregnant with their first child. He
is currently working as a recruiter, but wants
to make the Army his career so he plans on
re-enlisting.

Wesley comes from a military family. His
grandfather served in World War Il and his
uncle died while serving in Vietham.

| am proud to honor Wesley for his courage
and sacrifice on behalf of all Americans. Wes-
ley’s courage has helped to protect our de-
mocracy and keep our homeland safe. | urge
all of my fellow colleagues to applaud Wesley
for his service to our great Nation.

MISSION FIRST, PEOPLE ALWAYS
HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the brave men and women in our armed
forces who are serving courageously in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and throughout the world. Our
Nation owes these brave troops a debt of grat-
itude for the sacrifices they have endured to
make this world a safer place.

| particularly want to salute our reservists,
who have transformed from a supporting role
to become a critical part of the backbone of
our military. More than 40% of our troops now
deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan draw from
the Reserve Component. Many of them have
served multiple tours, been called up with less
than five days’ notice, and had their deploy-
ments extended well beyond the promised “12
months boots on the ground.”

Now the Defense Department has an-
nounced that it will activate 5,600 members of
the Individual Ready Reserve, a pool of former
soldiers that have completed their active or re-
serve duty but still have time left on their con-
tracts. And the next troop rotation for Irag and
Afghanistan will only increase the burden on
the Reserve Component, who will soon make
up 43% of our deployed troops beginning in
February of 2005.

Tonight, | would like to highlight the
harrowing story of the 94th Military Police
Company, the longest activated reserve unit to
date. Roughly one-third of the 94th’s members
live in Massachusetts, and | have had the op-
portunity to speak with many of their family
members in recent months.

The 94th Military Police Company first de-
ployed to Iraq in April of 2003 after fulfilling a
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mission in Bosnia. The unit has seen its de-
ployment extended twice—first by six months,
then by four more. On Easter weekend of this
year, members of the 94th loaded onto a bus
in Kuwait to finally come home. Just as they
were about to depart, they were turned back
by their commanders and told they would
have to serve another 120 days because there
simply wasn’'t enough trained MPs to replace
them. Now, just a few weeks before they are
expected to return home for good, they have
been sent out on another convoy mission.

While we are indebted to their service, the
story of the 94th MP Company shows that this
country can’t continue to place the burden of
war squarely on the back of our Reserve
Component. If we ask these men and women
to put themselves in harm’s way in Iraq for ex-
tended periods of time, we must ensure that
they are given the same fair treatment as their
active duty counterparts. If we do not, we will
face a serious recruitment and retention crisis.

What we need is a committed strategy to re-
structure our weary and overstretched Army.

First and foremost, we must expand the ac-
tive duty endstrength of our military. | applaud
my colleagues on the Armed Services Com-
mittee on both sides of the aisle for recog-
nizing this need. We have authorized an in-
crease of 30,000 soldiers and 9,000 marines
over three years as part of this year’s defense
authorization bill. | am disappointed that the
Pentagon has chosen to overstretch our cur-
rent forces instead of expanding our pool of
manpower.

Second, | am concerned that the occupa-
tional specialties most in demand—such as
military police, intelligence analysts and engi-
neers—are highly concentrated in the Reserve
Component. Instead of calling up the Indi-
vidual Ready Reserve, we need to ensure that
we have an adequate pool of specialists within
the active-duty force. This requires an aggres-
sive recruitment and training program backed
by incentives to attract people with the right
skills.

Third, we need to lay out a transparent, eqg-
uitable rotation schedule for our reservists that
allows members and their families to predict
when they will be activated. This administra-
tion has treated Guard and Reserve families
with arrogance and a lack of respect. They
have notified members of the Army Reserves
and National Guard just days before deploying
them to Iraq, broken promises that they would
only serve for twelve months boots on the
ground, and issued sweeping stop-loss orders
to prevent members from retiring when they
have fulfilled their service.

The Administration’s policies aren’t pro-fam-
ily or pro-military. Our troops and their families
deserve better. If we don’t treat our Reserve
Component with the respect they deserve, our
military’s readiness will suffer. That has con-
sequences for all of us.

As our troops say, “Mission first, people al-
ways.” Our reservists are fighting on the front
lines of the battlefield to protect our security,
freedom, and democracy. We need to stand
up for them and provide them with the respect
they deserve.
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS, MEMBERS AND STAFF
OF INDOOR RECREATION OF OR-
LEANS COUNTY

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the accomplishments of a very spe-
cial group of volunteers who hail from
Vermont’'s Northeast Kingdom—the tri-county
area of Caledonia, Essex, and Orleans Coun-
ties. | rise to honor the dedicated men and
women who have formed and are building In-
door Recreation of Orleans County, more gen-
erally known as IROC.

Dr. Robert E. Smith, a resident of Newport,
chairs the IROC Board of Directors. Dr. Smith
and the IROC Board are supported by a 50—
member President’s Advisory Council, a group
of community leaders whose guidance has
been invaluable all along the way.

James G. Davis directs IROC’s day-by-day
operations for the Board of Directors. Mr.
Davis is a native Vermonter whose vision for
the organization has been inspirational.

IROC’s three-fold mission addresses key re-
gional issues: To improve the quality of life
and develop healthy lifestyles for Northeast
Kingdom area residents—especially youth—
through educational and recreational activities;
to develop community-centered facilities and
programs that foster a safe environment and
inclusive programs to all participants; and, to
deliver its services and programs at the lowest
cost possible.

IROC will have five distinct facility empha-
ses: (1) an aquatic center; (2) a multi-purpose
recreation arena; (3) a fitness center; (4) a
community room, and (5) an educational/tech-
nology center. Within each of these areas,
multiple activities have been identified for fur-
ther development.

The Aquatic Center (Main Level) will focus
not only on general swimming but also on
competitive swimming, rehabilitation, and other
types of water activities. North Country Hos-
pital and Health Center, Inc. has committed to
using the Aquatic Center on a regular basis
for those patients whose rehabilitation pro-
gram would benefit from hydrotherapy.

The Multi-purpose Recreation Arena (Main
Level) has been designed specifically to allow
for flexibility in activities. The floor plan for this
area includes three regulation-size high school
basketball courts that can be converted (al-
most instantaneously) to accommodate indoor
soccer, in-line skating, lacrosse, volleyball,
tennis and badminton. The multi-purpose area
includes seating for 500 spectators and will
serve the anticipated demand for general
recreation as well as league and tournament
play. A walking track will surround the multi-
purpose floor area. The design of the multi-
purpose area will allow for specialty shows
(home, garden, auto, for example) and con-
certs.

A 2,100 sq. ft. Fitness Center will offer car-
diovascular training and exercise, aerobics in-
struction, fitness training, muscle toning, and
body building activities to interested individuals
on a membership basis. North Country Hos-
pital and Health Center, Inc. has also com-
mitted to using the Fitness Center on a regular
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