July 9, 2004
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 9, 2004

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent for votes in this Chamber on
July 6, 2004. | would like the RECORD to show
that, had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall votes 326 and 327.

———

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4754) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2005, and for other purposes:

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, | want to thank
Chairman WoOLF and Ranking Member
SERRANO for all their hard work in putting the
Commerce-State-Justice and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations bill together. This legisla-
tion, while never perfect, includes important
funding for programs helping our local econo-
mies grow, and keeping our communities safe.

| particularly commend the Appropriations
Committee for providing $106 million for the
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP)
program within the Department of Commerce’s
National Institutes of Standards and Tech-
nology. Through a national network of manu-
facturing extension centers. MEP is designed
to benefit domestic manufacturers by providing
expertise and services tailored to their most
critical needs. This includes assistance in
process improvements, worker training, and
information technology applications. In Wis-
consin, MEP has served over 110 firms. Un-
fortunately, the Bush Administration has re-
peatedly cut funding for MEP; the President’s
budget request has consistently cut funding for
MEP, proposing an 83 percent reduction in
FY04 and a 60 percent reduction in FY05.

In western Wisconsin, the Northwest Manu-
facturing Outreach Center (NWMOC), one of
two MEP Centers in Wisconsin, has provided
assistance to more than 900 companies over
the past 10 vyears. Frank Borg, Joe
Benkowski, and their team at NWMOC travel
throughout northern Wisconsin helping compa-
nies ensure businesses are able to compete
and grow in the global marketplace. Restoring
funding to $106 million is critical to MEP’s suc-
cess in Wisconsin and throughout the Nation.

| also want to thank the Committee for re-
storing funding for State and local law enforce-
ment activities which the President’s budget
proposed slashing by over 80 percent. The
legislation restores funding for the Byrne Jus-
tice Assistance Grants and Bryne Discre-
tionary Grants. In addition, the legislation re-
jects drastic cuts proposed by the President
for the COPS program. In western Wisconsin,
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and throughout the Nation, the COPS program
is more important than ever. As many rural
law enforcement offices are being called up
for service in the National Guard and military
Reserves, the COPS program provides re-
sources necessary to help communities meet
law enforcement challenges.

In addition, the legislation provides $60 mil-
lion to help fight methamphetamine production
and distribution. Methamphetamine abuse has
been increasing in rural Wisconsin, and we
must continue to help fight against this dan-
gerous drug.

Mr. Chairman, the legislation before us pro-
vides many important resources for our local
communities, and | urge my colleagues to
support it.

TRIBUTE TO TONY NAPOLET
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 9, 2004

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Tony Napolet. Coach
Napolet was recently recognized as Man of
the Year by The Mahoning Valley Italian-
American Sports Hall of Fame. Born on July 4,
1938 in Warren, Ohio, Mr. Napolet has long
been an active leader in our community.

His service and leadership in the community
began with his football career at St. Mary’s
High School in Warren, where in his senior
year he led his team as captain. Mr. Napolet
went on to play football while attending Mar-
quette University where he received his under-
graduate degree in Education, beginning a ca-
reer dedicated to teaching both in and out of
the classroom. He started his football coach-
ing career at Marquette while studying at Mar-
quette Law School. Returning to Ohio in 1961,
Coach Nap taught at Harry B. Turner Junior
High School while coaching the football, bas-
ketball and track teams. His amazing coaching
skills and extraordinary dedication to the sport
led to his first head football coaching assign-
ment at JFK High School in 1970. Coach
Napolet went on to coach at a number of dif-
ferent schools over the years, including a posi-
tion at St. Mary’s Middle School, which he de-
scribes as one of the most rewarding experi-
ences he has had in athletics.

In 1990, Coach Napolet returned as head
football coach at JFK High School. Thanks to
his impressive leadership, his first year back
resulted in the Kennedy Eagles winning the
State Championship. During the sixteen years
as the Eagles’ head coach, Mr. Napolet has
had seven playoff appearances and has won
124 out of 180 games.

It is also with great honor that | recognize
the members of Coach Napolet's family: his
three children: Harold, Mario, and Natalie; and
his grandchildren: Aarika Marie, Anthony
Mauro, Mario Anthony and Olivia Rose. | am
pleased to know Coach Napolet and to con-
sider him a friend. He is well known for his
community work at St. Mary’s Church and his
constant involvement in many church affiliated
projects.

His longstanding support of local baseball,
basketball, and football teams has allowed the
community’s youth to participate actively in
sports. Mr. Napolet is a proud descendant of
Italian-Americans, and on behalf of the people
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of the 17th Congressional District, | want to
thank Mr. Napolet for his outstanding commit-
ment to our youth, education, and community.
Mr. Napolet stands as an inspiration for all of
us.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE JOHNS HOP-
KINS HOSPITAL FOR ITS 14TH
CONSECUTIVE YEAR IN TOPPING
U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT’S
RANKING OF AMERICA’S HOS-
PITALS

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 9, 2004

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise the
14th consecutive year that the Johns Hopkins
Hospital has topped U.S. News & World Re-
port's assessments of American hospitals.
This distinction places them in the company of
well-respected hospitals such as the Mayo
Clinic and Massachusetts General Hospital.

Located in my district in Baltimore, Mary-
land, Johns Hopkins Hospital ranks in the top
ten for 16 out of the 17 specialty categories in-
cluding: # 1 in Gynecology, Otolaryngology
and Urology; #2 in Geriatrics, Kidney Disease,
Neurology/Neurosurgery, Ophthalmology and
Rheumatology; #3 in Cancer, Digestive Dis-
orders, Hormonal Disorders, Pediatrics, Psy-
chiatry and Respiratory Disorders; and #4 in
Heart/Heart Surgery and Orthopedics.

Time and time again Johns Hopkins has
been noted as one of the country’s best hos-
pitals, boasting some of the world’s most re-
nowned surgeons, notably my friend, Dr. Ben
Carson—so it is no surprise that Hopkins has
once again received this great distinction.

Though these rankings bode well for the in-
stitution, the true recipients of these accolades
are the doctors, nurses and staff. These peo-
ple commit their time and energy to the work
of the Hospital and the patients, and it is their
professional excellence, like the 2003 Nobel
Prize in Chemistry (won by Peter Age), for the
first triple-swap kidney transplant and other
similar distinctions, that encouraged this col-
lective recognition of Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Mr. Speaker, this recognition represents
Johns Hopkins Hospital’'s commendable
strides to improve development and to encour-
age the most conducive working environ-
ments. In 2003, the Hospital increased its in-
frastructure development as they moved sci-
entists into a $140 million research building-
the new front door to the School of Medicine-
and broke ground on a second Cancer Re-
search Building. Also, construction com-
menced on infrastructure for two patient care
towers at The Johns Hopkins Hospital and at
the Howard County General Hospital to open
larger inpatient operating rooms, while the
suburban outpatient facilities continue to ex-
pand.

In addition to this development, Hopkins
Hospital has continually supported excellence
in global education and healthcare—evident in
the Hospital’s 2003 opening of its first over-
seas division in Singapore where twelve full-
time faculty members will lead training and re-
search on diseases endemic to Southeast
Asia.

Consistent with its desire to curb pandemic
crisis abroad, Hopkins Medical has taken an
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active stance against the spread of disease
and infection at home with their fight against
bioterrorism. On the national front, with major
federal grants, Hopkins’ teams will apply les-
sons learned on-site to enhance safety in 55
Michigan hospital intensive care units and to
develop nationwide hospital plans.

It is a wonderful moment when the nation
recognizes the outstanding achievements of
an institution that helps so many people here
in America and abroad. However, my pride is
not based on this recognition alone. Instead, it
is based on the knowledge that my constitu-
ents and fellow citizens achieved this honor
through their constant and estimable work.
Work, which was dedicated not with the desire
to receive an award, but with the intent to
make a genuine difference.

——————

HONORING MR. DALE FREESE FOR
HIS 30 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE CITY OF WESTLAND

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 9, 2004

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Mr. Dale Freese and his 30 years
of service to the City of Westland.

After serving honorably in Vietnam as an Air
Force Staff Sergeant, Dale was approached
by his family asking him to take over Nor-
man’s Market, a grocery market owned by his
father, Norman Freese. Immediately after tak-
ing over, Dale expanded the store and im-
proved the shopping environment, thus in-
creasing sales. But Dale also used the store
for the purpose of philanthropy, giving many
organizations the use of his store for fund-rais-
ing purposes, including the March of Dimes
and the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Dale
has also given his own time for many worthy
causes. In particular, he has provided his own
resources to homeless shelters and has
helped improve the job skills of local students
through his participation in the Garden City
High School co-op program. Above all, his
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generosity and civic activism have made him
an important member of Westland.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to Dale Freese for all he has done and his
fine example of how local business can make
a difference in the community.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN DOUG
BEREUTER

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, during my entire
24 years in Congress, it has been my great
pleasure to serve with my good friend and col-
league from Nebraska, Congressman DouG
BEREUTER. As DOUG is serving his last term in
the House before assuming the Presidency of
the Asia Foundation, | would like to take a few
moments to share my thoughts on such an ex-
ceptional Member of Congress.

For the past 26 years in Congress, DOUG
has been a highly respected expert on Amer-
ican foreign policy, and has developed an im-
mense network of national and international
leaders who seek out his views on the global
issues facing us today. For the more than two
decades that we have served together on the
International Relations Committee, DOUG has
been rewarded with increasingly important
leadership roles. He served as Ranking Minor-
ity Member when | was serving as Chair of the
Subcommittee on International Security, Inter-
national Organizations and Human Rights in
the early 1990s. A few years later, | served as
Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific when DouG
served as Chair.

DouG played a critical role in the key foreign
policy debates in the International Relations
Committee, always fighting for the responsible,
internationalist position on important global
issues. Colleagues on the Committee relied
upon DouUG because they knew he had done
his homework, paid attention to the details,
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and consulted with the world’s leading experts
before pursuing an initiative. DOUG has always
been, and will continue to be, an invaluable
resource for other Members of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, DoOUG’s influence on American
foreign policy, however, far transcends his im-
portant role in the International Relations
Committee. Since 1986, DOUG has served as
a member of the NATO Parliamentary Assem-
bly, which is the inter-parliamentary organiza-
tion of legislators from the member countries
of the NATO Alliance as well as Association
NATO Members. Just two years ago, DouG
was elected President of that important
body—a measure of the high respect world
leaders have for him. In that capacity he has
played an important role in the NATO enlarge-
ment process. He personally visited every new
member state and worked to assist these
countries make the transition. In this position,
DouG has brought credit, not only to himself,
but to all of us who serve in the United States
Congress.

DouG has also worked tirelessly to involve
other Members of Congress in the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly. He lobbied other NATO
parliamentarians to ensure that at least three
other U.S. Members were able to hold leader-
ship roles in that body. CODELs to these
meetings always included some 10-15 Mem-
bers who were well prepared and involved,
thanks in part to DOUG’s personal involvement
and encouragement.

DouG has also been exceptionally loyal to
his staff, many of whom have worked with him
for decades. This is a tribute to his kindness,
consideration and respect of others. And as a
result, DOUG has maintained one of the most
effective and well connected staffs on Capitol
Hill.

DouG and Louise will be greatly missed
here in Washington, but we are pleased to
learn that he will be residing in the Bay Area
and leading an exceptionally-important institu-
tion, the Asia Foundation. We hope to con-
tinue our friendship and working relationship
as he embarks on this new venture. Annette
and | both wish him and Louise well.
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