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Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in recognizing Manatawny Manor
and Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries for 30
years of exceptional long term care and serv-
ice to the people of Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOMAS
PETERSON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the life
and memory of Thomas Peters of Durango,
Colorado. Thomas passed away after a long
fight with kidney disease at the age of fifty-
nine. He proudly served our country and
worked hard to maintain his own business. As
his family and community mourn his passing,
| think it is appropriate to recognize his life
and legacy before this body of Congress and
this nation.

At the ripe age of ten, Thomas first began
his long career as a Durango businessman.
Preparing him to takeover, Thomas’s father
started grooming him as a young employee in
the family business, Peterson Office Supply. In
1971, his father passed away and Thomas as-
sumed control of the family business. Leaving
his business legacy behind, Thomas’s pres-
ence as a business leader and longstanding
staple of the Durango community will be sore-
ly missed.

A proud citizen, Thomas served our country
with honor for twenty-three years as a mem-
ber of the National Guard. He retired from
service in 1988 as a First Sergeant. In addi-
tion to his service, he spent thirty-years as a
committed member of the Elks Lodge. As a
leader in the community, Thomas was a trust-
ee for the Elks Lodge.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and rec-
ognize the life of Thomas Peterson today. The
Durango community will remember Thomas
for his big heart and willingness to give to oth-
ers. As a loyal and trusting individual, he dem-
onstrated the strengths of America’s smaller
communities. | would like to express my deep-
est regrets and extend my sympathy to the
family and friends of Thomas Peterson.

—

A TRIBUTE TO STEVEN RUFFIN
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Steven Ruffin in recognition of his tireless ef-
forts to strengthen the community through his
work as a member of the New York City Po-
lice Department.

Steven Ruffin was born and raised in the
Bedford Stuyvesant community in Brooklyn.
He is the oldest of four children. His interests
include jazz, Afro-centric art, sports and work-
ing with the community.

He was appointed to the New York City Po-
lice Department on January 21, 1985 and was
assigned to the Neighborhood Stabilization
Unit, where he performed foot patrol within the
73rd, 75th and the 81st precincts.
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In January 1985, Officer Ruffin was as-
signed to the 79th precinct. He performed pa-
trol duties there for ten years. Later, in 1995,
he was assigned as the Explorer/Auxiliary Co-
ordinator, making him responsible for the su-
pervision of the Explorer and Auxiliary mem-
bers.

For the past four years, Officer Ruffin's ex-
perience and expertise has resulted in im-
proved community relations. He has accom-
plished this by developing a prosperous part-
nership between the community and the 79th
precinct, which has been instrumental in clos-
ing the gap between the community and po-
lice. He encourages his fellow officers to be-
come more involved and concerned with the
neighborhood in the area they serve and pro-
tect.

Officer Ruffin has also successfully collabo-
rated with local officials, neighborhood organi-
zations, schools, and churches in Bedford
Stuyvesant to strengthen the community. He
has also played an active role in organizing
youth programs, parades, demonstrations, ral-
lies, and various events. For all of his con-
tributions, Officer Ruffin has received numer-
ous awards for his community service.

Mr. Speaker, Steven Ruffin has dedicated
both his professional and personal life to
strengthening the community. As such, he is
more than worthy of receiving our recognition
today and | urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring this truly remarkable person.

CHESTER GRAY
HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to honor Chester Gray of Cleveland, Ohio.

Chester Gray, born on April 1, 1912, in
Cleveland, Ohio, was one of two sons born to
Morgan J. Gray and Elandra Holt Gray. Mor-
gan, a Pullman Porter, originally from London,
Ontario, and Elandra, daughter of a Canadian
Baptist minister, raised their sons in an “upper
poor” but loving home. Throughout his life
Chester valued advice he received from his
mother, “Be yourself, and be somebody.” He
also shared his parent’s belief in the efficacy
of education.

After graduating from Cleveland’s East High
School, Chester wanted to attend Fisk Univer-
sity, however his father advised him to stay
home. A friend took him to meet the Jesuits,
and soon he was riding the streetcar to the
college at West 30th Street. So began his life-
time association with his alma mater John
Carroll University. Chester enjoyed sharing
memories about John Carroll where he was
one part of the trio of young black men who
were the first men of color to attend the Uni-
versity.

Chester, “Chet” had a life filled with many
interests. As a youngster he ice skated with
his buddies at the old Elysium or played sand-
lot football. At John Carroll he played the
French Horn and was a member of the univer-
sity’s first marching band. “Chet” dreamed of
attending medical school after earning his
bachelor in Philosophy, however money was
short so, he ventured in other directions: He
worked at the Cedar Branch YMCA, volun-
teered at Karamu House, joined the National
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Youth Administration and before long arrived
at the Ohio Bureau of Employment, a destina-
tion that was to direct his future as a prolific
public servant and consummate community
citizen.

Chester Gray was a brave man. In 1965 he
was the lone Black man who was part of a
three-man team of officials who traveled into
the heart of Klu Klux Klan territory in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. Their mission was to end
job discrimination in the local steel mill. The
officials endured insults, threats and possible
physical harm, but they got their job done.
They told the employers they’d have to follow
minority guidelines mandated by the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. Thus began a new era in
employment.

Reflecting on his years and training at John
Carroll University “Chet” gave evidence of his
quick humor. Describing sitting through the
daily Mass conducted in Latin he said, “There
was an equality of ignorance. None of us
knew what the hell was going on.” He also
noted that the skills he learned in critical think-
ing and understanding people were tolls that
served him throughout his life.

Perhaps one of the most profound life les-
sons Chester carried away from John Carroll
was “The bedrock of the Jesuit philosophy of
doing good for others. Do the best you can for
yourself, but also do something to make life
better.” He spent his life practicing the philos-
ophy and had Ninety-Two glorious years of
taking small and giant steps to make life better
for his community.

LET THE WORK I'’VE DONE SPEAK FOR ME

May the work I've done speak for me.
When I'm resting in my grave, there is noth-
ing that can be said. May the work I've done,
speak for me. May the life I've lived speak
for me. May the service I gave speak for me.
When I've done the best I can, and my
friends don’t understand, may the service I
gave speak for me. The works I've done
seemed so small. Sometimes they seemed
like nothing at all. But when I stand before
my God. I want to hear Him say ‘Well
Done.”” May the work I've done speak for me.

National Youth Administration, youth su-
pervisor and state supervisor of recreation
and community affairs

Chief of Minority Group Services, Ohio Bu-
reau of Employment Service

American Red Cross, Military Welfare
Branch

Deputy director of operations, Ohio Civil
Rights Commission

Staff Director of Equal Employment Op-
portunity Program for Cleveland district
contact management office of U.S. Air Force

Director, U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission for Ohio

Elected to John Carroll University board
of trustees

Consultant, Cleveland Board of Education

Interim executive director for Cuyahoga
Metropolitan Housing Authority

Appointed to John Carroll
board of regents

Inspiration and Consultant for ‘‘Forever
JCU”, the first ever alumni of color event

Former Board member Fairhill Center for
Aging

Guest Lecturer: Michigan State Univer-
sity, Western Reserve University and numer-
ous public and private organizations

Member and Former Trustee, Mt. Zion
Congregational Church

Member of: Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc.,
Tau Boule of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity and
past President of Cleveland City Club

‘‘Service is the rent we pay to be living. It
is the very purpose of life and not something
you do in your spare time”’

—MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN.

University
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Chester Gray was constantly described as
“a gentleman”, one of a vanishing breed of
men who was elegant, articulate and cultured.
But he was more, he was compassionate, a
friend, a supporter and mentor. He had high
standards and expectations. “Chet” or as he
liked to refer to himself, “The Silver Fox”, had
a zest for living. Unaffected by the passage of
time he was debonair, worldly, a man of great
humor, twinkling eyes and a broad smile. He
believed in finding positive solutions and be-
lieved in conciliation.

Chester had a Forty-Seven year long love
affair with his beloved Frances, who preceded
him in death. They were blessed with one son,
Chester, Jr. a resident of Philadelphia, Pa.
Chester lived life to the fullest: golfing, trav-
eling, dancing, cooking, reading, writing, prac-
ticing Tai Chi, sharing time with his wonderful
world of diverse friends. He was indeed a
“Man for all Seasons”. We will miss him, but
remember him with love.

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
AUBRIE WASICEK

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Aubrie Wasicek is an outstanding
student and loving daughter; and

Whereas, Aubrie Wasicek has been ac-
knowledged by Adams Elementary School for
her outstanding academic achievements; and

Whereas, Aubrie Wasicek should be com-
mended for her academic excellence, for her
dedication to learning, and for her willingness
to obtain and share the knowledge she has
gained; and

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Audra Wasicek for
her outstanding accomplishment.

——

MOURNING THE LOSS OF SGT.
GERARDO MORENO

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my deep sorrow for the loss of a young
soldier from my district, Sgt. Gerardo Moreno,
23, of Terrell, Texas. Gerardo, who was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st
Cavalry Division based in Fort Hood, Texas,
died on April 6 in Ashula, Iraq, in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom. He had been in Iraq
since early January and was killed in a gre-
nade attack.

Following graduation from Terrell High
School in 1999, Gerardo enlisted in the Army.
He was a dedicated soldier and upstanding
citizen of Terrell, Texas. In a show of support
for the fallen soldier, the residents of Terrell
lined Moore Avenue on the morning of his fu-
neral to pay their respects. He was laid to rest
in Dallas/Fort Worth National Cemetery.

Gerardo was also a devoted family man. He
is survived by his wife, Teresa Moreno of
Terrell and their two children, Dominique and
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Marrisol Moreno. Mourning his death are also
his mother, Sandra E. Iracheta, and her hus-
band, Noe lIracheta; father, Gerardo Moreno;
brother, Jose J. Moreno; stepsisters, Yara and
Yadira Perez; grandmother, Rita Iracheta of
Terrell; grandfather, Israel Iracheta of San An-
tonio, and other family members.

Mr. Speaker, Gerardo left Texas in defense
of our Nation, and he returned to Texas a
hero. He made the ultimate sacrifice for our
Nation, and we are forever indebted to him
and to our brave men and women who are
serving in our armed forces. As we adjourn
today in the House of Representatives, let us
do so by joining with the good citizens of
Terrell in honoring this American hero, Sgt.
Gerardo Moreno, and extending our deepest
condolences to his family and friends. May
God bless them and bring them comfort in
their time of sorrow.

———

CONGRATULATING INDUCTEES
AND MEMBERS OF THE NA-
TIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY
OF BELL OAKS UPPER ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN BELLMAWR,
NEW JERSEY

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize the newest induct-
ees and two-year members of the National
Junior Honor Society of Bell Oaks Upper Ele-
mentary School in Bellmawr, New Jersey.
These students have earned this recognition
due to their excellence both inside and outside
the classroom, and they should be proud of
their accomplishments.

The National Junior Honor Society was es-
tablished in 1929, 8 years after the establish-
ment of the National Honor Society. Both or-
ganizations were established to recognize out-
standing students who demonstrate excellence
in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Serv-
ice, and Character. Students are expected to
demonstrate proficiency not just in their class-
room studies, but in school activities and com-
munity service as well. Each of the recent in-
ductees and current members of the Bell Oaks
National Junior Honor Society is to be com-
mended for their dedication to knowledge and
service.

On May 24 at 7 p.m. Bell Oaks Upper Ele-
mentary School inducted the following 7th
Graders: Caitlin Concannon, Charles Dyer,
David Funk, Breelynn Hammerle, Jake
Huffner, John Ippolite, Maryam Jamil, Erica
Lopez, Jacob McGranaghan, Stephen Miles,
Joseph Newsham, Priyanka Patel, Charles
Robinson, Mark Unger, Judith Wallen, Brett
Walren, and Lidia Wilczynska. The 8th Grad-
ers inducted were Justin Borrelli, Bryan
Cheeseman, Donovan Ortiz, Ashley Parker,
Steven Sheehan, and Christopher Todd. The
National Junior Honor Society Two Year Mem-
bers are as follows: Michael Anthony, Hinnah
Aslam, Lorin Barry, Joshua Bloomquist, Laura
Buonpastore, Lauren Burmylo, Anthony
DiLolle, Edward DiMattesa, Nicholas Fishman,
Danielle Landis, Brittany Magnin, Michael
Malason, Meghan Mitchell, Sean O’Donnell,
Stephen Paul, Brittney Rehrig, Amanda Roop,
Blair Rundsmom, Matthew Salvano, Jessie
Sibiski, Thomas Teschko, and Britney Yocum.

July 8, 2004

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in con-
gratulating each of these students on their
dedication to scholarship and commitment to
community service. Their enthusiasm for
learning and helping others is admirable, and
| am certain that they will continue to excel in
these areas and remain leaders in their com-
munity.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. DORCAS R.
HARDY

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to pay tribute to Ms. Dorcas R.
Hardy, who, among her many noteworthy ac-
complishments, served as the Chairman of the
Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment
(VR&E) Task Force.

In May 2003, VA Secretary Anthony Principi
established the Task Force to give the VR&E
program “an unvarnished, top-to-bottom inde-
pendent examination, evaluation, and anal-
ysis.” Chairman Hardy fulfilled the challenge
with an extensive testimony before the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee on the operations,
findings, and recommendations to improve the
VR&E program.

Included among the Task Force’s 100-plus
recommendations is a new, five-track employ-
ment process aimed at assisting veterans with
finding and retaining employment. The report
also includes recommendations focusing on
four categories: programs, organizations, work
processes, and integrating capacities. Ms.
Hardy summarized the recommendations best
by saying that they are necessary for the pro-
gram “to be effective in the 21st Century” and
they will help “to communicate to veterans
and partners that the purpose of the program
is employment.” Indeed, long-term sustained
employment should be the goal of every voca-
tional rehabilitation participant.

Ms. Hardy received her B.A. from Con-
necticut College, her M.B.A. from Pepperdine
University, and completed the Executive Pro-
gram in Health Policy and Financial Manage-
ment at Harvard University.

Ms. Hardy is also the President of Dorcas
R. Hardy & Associates, a government rela-
tions and public policy firm serving a diverse
portfolio of clients in the health services, insur-
ance, financial and associated industries. She
has a distinguished record of public service
culminating with her appointment in 1986 by
the late President Ronald Reagan as the
Commissioner of Social Security.

With Ms. Hardy’s continued dedication to
public service, America and her veterans ben-
efit. For this, | pay her tribute.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MAILE
KELLER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 8, 2004
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to

recognize MailLe Keller of Glenwood Springs,
Colorado for her ability to overcome obstacles
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